
IN THEIR OWN WORDS 
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Our teachers gave us all school materials. They personally handed out our 
meals. Then, they took us all, with my friends, to the swimming course. In 
the beginning, I was so excited. Afterwards, I learned swimming from my 
teachers. Swimming is so great. I moved like a fish in the water. I wish I 
could swim all the time. 

Hatice Alkan / Student 

2022 HARVEST HIGHLIGHTS 

The annual bulletin provides a snapshot of implementation activities that were carried out in four provinces of 
Türkiye during the hazelnut harvest season of 2022 in the scope of the “Elimination of the Worst Forms of 
Child Labour in Seasonal Agriculture in Hazelnut Harvesting in Türkiye” project. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 

Photo: ILO Office for Türkiye • Şanlıurfa 2022 

In addition to Turkish language, mathematics, science, physical education, 
music and drawing lessons, the children received swimming lessons in the 
context of the cooperation with the “Let Everyone Learn Swimming” 
project of the Ministry of Youth and Sports. All participating students 
acquired a life-skill that they can have in their entire lives.  

 

Fatma: The teachers embraced us, loved us very much. In that school, games 
and lessons are being given together. Also, there are various events 
organized. I wish the school in Urfa could be like that. 

Ayşe: We used to play games in the school, and always tried to be winners 
in drama games. Teachers gave us school materials. They gave us sneakers, 
hygiene products, bath gloves, and even wet tissues. I liked them very much. 
I still have those materials, and I am using them.

Fatma & Ayşe Aybar / Student 
Children continued their complementary education while their families 
were harvesting hazelnuts in this year, too. One of the most important 
objectives of the education provided to children was to make school 
attractive to the children as a place where they could play games, learn, 
and socialize with their friends. Hygiene education and material support 
also helped to raise children’s health awareness. 

PROJECT NAME 

IMPLEMENTING 
INSTITUTIONS 

SUPPORTING PARTNER 

PROJECT DURATION 

BUDGET 

PROJECT PROVINCES 

PROJECT'S EXPECTED 
OUTCOMES 

Elimination of Worst Forms of Child Labour in Seasonal Agriculture in 
Hazelnut Harvesting in Türkiye 

International Labour Organization (ILO) 

In collaboration with the Ministry of Labour and Social Security, 
Directorate General of Labour 

Ferrero and its Ferrero Farming Values Program 

November 2020 – March 2024 

3.5 million Euro 

Trabzon, Zonguldak, Samsun, Şanlıurfa 

The project aims to; 
strengthen coordination across institutions for the elimination of child 
labour in seasonal agriculture in hazelnut harvesting, 
implement and scale up direct intervention mechanisms in areas 
where seasonal hazelnut harvesting exists, 
raise awareness on the elimination of child labour in seasonal 
agriculture in hazelnut harvesting among national and local 
stakeholders, supply chain actors and general public. 

Students participated to watch the friendly match between Turkish and German National Water Polo Teams 
and had the opportunity to meet with the teams before the game. 

ILO Office for Türkiye 

Ferit Recai Ertuğrul Cad. 

No: 4 Oran/Ankara, Türkiye 

T: +90 312 491 9890 

E: ankara@ilo.org 

https://www.ilo.org/ankara 

Twitter/iloankara 

Facebook/UluslararasiCalismaOrgutu 

Instagram/ilo_turkiye 
Children of seasonal agricultural workers attending remedial education in Samsun and Trabzon while their families 
work in the harvest season. 

4 1 

Ph
ot

o:
 IL

O
 O

ff
ic

e 
fo

r T
ür

ki
ye

 • 
Tr

ab
zo

n 
20

22
 

Ph
ot

o:
 IL

O
 O

ffi
ce

 fo
r T

ür
ki

ye
 • 

Sa
m

su
n 

20
22

 

Ph
ot

o:
 IL

O
 O

ffi
ce

 fo
r T

ür
ki

ye
 • 

Tr
ab

zo
n 

20
22

 

ANNUAL 
BULLETIN 

“

“ “

 

“

 



IMPLEMENTATION HIGHLIGHTS 
Upon the start of harvest season under the project and the arrival 
of seasonal agricultural workers in project provinces, the 
preparatory activities started as of July 2022 which included family 
interviews and identification of the child population.  
Activities continued by mid-September 2022 in the following 
project provinces and districts: 

Trabzon 
Arsin 
Samsun 
Tekkeköy 
Terme 
Salıpazarı 
Zonguldak 
Alaplı 
Şanlıurfa 

Under the “Let Everyone Learn Swimming” 
collaboration, students participated to the 
swimming courses. 

Performance by a group of students at the 
closing event in Zonguldak. 

The ILO Project Team held meetings with provincial governorships, 
district governorships, and officials from other relevant public agencies 
in the project provinces to successfully execute project actions. It was 
decided at the end of meetings which Social Support Centres would be 
used in the target provinces to combat child labour. 
Under the project, 5 Social Support Centres were opened in the 
districts named above, and 3 Education Coordinators, 77 Teachers 
with 10 teachers responsible for child identification and 11 
Support Staff were assigned to these centres. 
Social Support Centres were kept open seven days a week to 
accommodate children in safe spaces and offered activities 
contributing to their physical and social well-being. The children 
coming to the centres were also provided with transport and nutrition 
support as well as clothing and stationery. 
In addition to the activities for children, the families working in 
seasonal agriculture were informed on the risks of child labour 
through counselling services. In the harvest period of 2022, 1234 
children were withdrawn or prevented from working in seasonal 
agriculture. 
With the support of Pikolo Education, Culture, Youth and Sports Club 
Association, ILO's implementing partner, 518 families were reached 
and provided counselling and awareness-raising. Furthermore, in the 
context of project activities, 100 children who were referred to 
educational services in the harvest season of 2022 and resided in 
Şanlıurfa were, and will continue to be, closely monitored through 
family and school visits for their school attendance during the winter.

Students visited Teknofest Science Fair, 
explored innovations, and met pilots and 
scientists who could be their role models. 

ILO’s INTERVENTIONS IN FIGURES (2022) 
to end child labour in seasonal hazelnut harvest in project provinces 

Zonguldak 597 
Samsun 507 Trabzon 130 

Şanlıurfa 

1234 

610 624 
girls boys 

• Number of children provided
with educational materials and
stationery 

1119 

• Number of children benefited 
from nutritional support

• Number of children benefited
from transportation services for
their transfer from temporary
living area to school 

1132 1234 

518 

• Number of
seasonal 
agricultural worker
family members
provided with
counselling services 
about the hazards
of child labour

77 67 

• Number of
teachers 
involved in
educational 
activities

• Number of
children
participated in
swimming 
courses within
the scope of "Let 
Everyone Learn
Swimming" 
collaboration 

866 

• Number of
children
benefited 
from social,
cultural, sight- 
seeing, sports
and arts
activities

384 

• Number of households that
benefited from vouchers to buy
food and hygiene materials

IN THEIR OWN WORDS 

A series of interviews were conducted with the students who attended the courses 
held in the pilot provinces during this year's harvest season, as well as other project 
beneficiaries and supporters

Photo: ILO Office for Türkiye • Şanlıurfa 2022 

Veysi Selek / Parent and Seasonal Agricultural Worker 
In cooperation with local authorities and stakeholders, the seasonal 
agricultural workers  in the project provinces were informed on the 
importance of children’s school attendance and risks to children working in 
agriculture in this year, too. 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS 

Within the scope of monitoring and evaluation pillar of the Project, 100 students 
were monitored in this year’s harvest season. 

It is a great feeling to see our students in their hometowns. It makes our 
job much easier to monitor their school attendance and be in contact with 
families and teachers in the destination provinces. 

Enes İlpeşin / Şanlıurfa Education Coordinator 

The importance of attending formal education was emphasized, as the 
students who participated in the educational activities during the 2022 
season were also monitored in their destination provinces. 

Photo: ILO Office for Türkiye • Şanlıurfa 2022 
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“ “

We went to Terme, Samsun for work. The teachers came to our tents. They 
talked to everybody, asking about each and every child. They told us about 
the project. We trusted them and enrolled our children in the school. Their 
faces light up. When they go to school we are happy and untroubled too, 
because we know that our children are safe and comfortable.

“

• Number of children prevented  and/or withdrawn  from 
work 
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We went to Terme, Samsun for work. The teachers came to our tents. They 
talked to everybody, asking about each and every child. They told us about 
the project. We trusted them and enrolled our children in the school. Their 
faces light up. When they go to school we are happy and untroubled too, 
because we know that our children are safe and comfortable.

“

• Number of children prevented  and/or withdrawn  from 
work 
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