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Ministry of Public Works and Transport 

Directorate General of Land & Sea Transport 

 

  

The application of the provisions of the International Convention 

on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping  for Seafarers, 

1978, as amended in 1995 (STCW-95) 

Decree No. 168 / 1 - issued on 4/4/2003 

 

 

The Minister of Public Works and Transport, 

- Based on Decree No. 4336 dated 26.10.2000 (the formation of the 

government); 

- Based on Decree No. 1611 dated 26.7.1971 (organization of the 

Directorate General of Transport); 

- Based on the Maritime Commercial Code; 

- Based on Law Decree No. 930 dated 17/08/1983 (the approval  of 

the ratification by the government of  the International Convention 
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on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping  for 

Seafarers 1978, as amended in 1995 (STCW-95); 

- Based on the Decree Law No. 1005 dated 09.09.1983 (the approval 

for the government to adhere to some of the ILO Conventions, 

including Convention No. 73 of 6/6/1946 on Medical Examinations 

(Seafarers) Convention; 

- Based on the amendments  to the Annexe of the International 

Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping  for Seafarers 1978, as amended in 1995 (STCW-95); 

- After consulting the Opinion of the State Consultation Council, No. 

211/2001 -2002, dated 28/5/2002; and 

- At the proposal of the Director-General of the Land and Maritime 

Transport, 

 

Decides the following: 
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Chapter I  

General Provisions 

 

Section 1 

Pursuant to the provisions of the International Convention on Standards 

of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping  for Seafarers, 1978, as 

amended in 1995 (STCW-95), and expressly provided otherwise: 

- Convention: means the International Convention on Standards of 

Training, Certification and Watchkeeping  for Seafarers 1978, as 

amended in 1995 (STCW-95); 

-  Organisation: means the International Maritime Organization; 

- Ship: means any seagoing unit that is valid for navigation at sea; 

- Seaman: means a person who works on board the ship from all 

ranks and categories; 

- Master: means the person having  command of  a ship; 
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- Officer: means a member of the crew, other than the master, 

designated as such by law or regulations or, in the absence of such 

designation, by collective agreement or custom; 

- Rating: means a member of the ship’s crew, other than the master 

or an officer; 

-  Chief engineer officer: means the senior chief officer 

responsible for the mechanical propulsion and the operation and 

maintenance of the mechanical and electrical installations of the 

ship; 

- Second engineer officer: means the engineer officer in charge of 

watchkeeping functions in the Engine Department. He is next in 

rank to the chief engineer officer upon whom the responsibility for 

the mechanical propulsion of the vessel as well as the operation and 

maintenance of mechanical and electrical installations of the ship 

will fall  in the event of the incapacity of the chief engineer officer. 

- Marine Engineer Officer: means a rank inferior to the rank of 

second engineerofficer. 

- Mechanic: means a seafarer working in the Engine Department. 

- Party: means a State for which the Convention has entered into 

force. 

- Administration: means the government of a Party whose flag is 

flied by the ship. In Lebanon, it means the administration 
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represented by the Directorate General of Land and Maritime 

Transport in the Ministry of Public Works and 

Transport,[competent] for the application of the Convention. 

- Certificate: means a valid document, by whatever name it may be 

known, issued by or under the authority of the Administration or 

recognized by the Administration authorizing the holder to serve as 

stated in this document. 

- Alternative Certificate of Competency: means a certificate of 

competence with one higher rank granted to the seafarer by the 

administration at the request of the shipowner’s  company in 

exceptional circumstances and under certain conditions. 

- Mandatory minimum certificates: means the mandatory 

minimum requirements imposed by the Convention, Chapter VI, 

for ensuring the ability  of the seafarer  to secure his personal safety 

and the safety of the ship and cargo. They may be obtained through 

theoretical and practical methods. The number of courses depends 

on the rank of the seafarer and the functions he fills. 

- Regulations: means regulations contained in the Annex to the 

Convention. 

- Company: means the shipowner or any other party, such as the 

director or the lessee of the vessel, who, in agreement with the 

shipowner, has  accepted to assume the responsibility of operating 
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the vessel and hence to be governed by all the duties and 

responsibilities  imposed on the company by virtue of these 

regulations. 

- Marine Service: The service on board the ship related to the 

issuance of certificates of competency or other qualifications, and 

marked on the sea travel ticket. 

- Foreign language: English or French. 

 

 Section 2 

The General Directorate of Land and Sea Transport in the  Ministry 

of Public Works and Transportation, shall, in its capacity as the 

competent authority, undertake to apply the provisions of the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification 

and Watch-keeping  for Seafarers 1978, as amended in 1995 

(STCW-95), to the seafarers working on board foreign ships flying 

the flag of a State Party during its presence in Lebanese territorial 

waters, as specified by the Legislative Decree No. 138 of 16/9/1983, 

over a distance of twelve nautical miles displayed from the lowest 

sea-level islands, with the exception of those working on board the 

following ships: 
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- Military ships, supply vessels and other vessels owned by a State 

and used for government non-commercial purposes; 

- Fishing vessels; 

- Pleasure yachts not used for commercial purposes; 

- Wooden ships of primitive manufacture. 

The navigation within the above-mentioned distance is considered as 

national coastal navigation, while the navigation outside this 

distanced is considered as off-shore navigation.  

The Administration, together with the Lebanese consulates abroad, is 

deemed to be the official representative of the Lebanese Government 

before the  international authorities  and the parties concerned with 

the Application of the Convention. 

 

Section 3  

The Administration recognizes and acknowledges the different types 

and levels of Certificates of Competency issued by the countries 

parties to the Convention, provided that they are on the white list 

adopted by the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and have 

maritime academies, schools, or institutes recognized by the 

Organization. 



8 

 

The Administration undertakes to issue Endorsement Documents of 

the Certificates of Competency awarded by the above-mentioned 

parties. 

It issues also the following: 

1 - Health certificates for seafarers working on board Lebanese ships. 

2 – Once there is an internationally recognized maritime institute in 

the country, the Certificates of Competency and the Mandatory 

Minimum Certificates for these seafarers, through the Preparation 

and Training Center which has played a salient role in the 

organization of the administration, and in cooperation and 

coordination with all the parties and official institutions, and in 

particular  concerned and competent Lebanese and foreign 

institutions. 

 

Section 4 

1 – A committee, to be called “ Committee of Certificates of 

Competency and Equivalents” shall undertake the issuance of 

Endorsement Documents as well as the Certificates of Competency 

and Mandatory Minimum Certificates (if the conditions set forth in 

subparagraph (2) of Section (3) of this Decree have been met), in 
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addition to all other  official documents. The Committee shall 

comprise:  

- The Director General of Land and Sea Transport, (Chairman); 

- Head of the Maritime Transport Authority, (Vice President); 

- Head of the Preparation and Training Centre, (member); 

- Director of the Department of Maritime Navigation, (member); 

- Head of the Division of Seamen  and Certificates of Competency, 

(member). 

The Committee may be assisted by competent experts. It shall meet at 

the invitation of its chairman and whenever the need arises. The head of 

the Division of Seamen  and  Competence shall prepare its  agenda and 

keep a record of its decisions; 

 

2 - The Joint Committee of the Ministry of Public Works and 

Transport/ 

Directorate General of Land & Sea Transport and the Ministry 

of Health, constituted by virtue of Decree No. 7802 of 20.04.2002,  

shall undertake to issue the health certificates. 

The Chairmen of both committees are duly authorized to sign all the 

documents, the Certificates of Competency and all the other certificates 
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issued by both committees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter II – Endorsement Documents 

Section 5 

The applicant for an Endorsement Document shall be: 

1- a Lebanese or a foreigner who works on board a Lebanese vessel;  

2 - a holder of a Certificate of Competence duly issued by a country 

inserted in the white list adopted by  the Organization; 

3 – enjoying physical fitness and mental health that qualify him to work 

on board vessels, on the condition  that  he proves it by a certificate 

issued by the competent medical committee, in accordance with the 

standards and criteria laid down in the Convention. 
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4 - not convicted of a criminal offense, a flagrant crime, a drug abuse or 

trafficking or use of explosives, on the condition that he proves it by  

presenting a clean police record not dating back to more than one month. 

5 – a holder of the mandatory minimum safety certificates required by 

his Certificate of Competence, provided that such certificates are still 

valid. 

 

 

Section 6 

 The Committee of Certificates of Competency and Equivalents, referred 

to in section 4 of this decree, shall verify the authenticity of the 

Certificates of Competency by all available means, and in particular 

through: 

1 – verifying  the Certificate itself, a conform duly legalized copy of which 

shall be presented; 

2 - making sure that  the party which issued the Certificate is inserted in 

the white list, and, when appropriate, contacting it, by fax or e-mail, and 

asking him for information concerning the verification of the certificate 

and whether it has met  the requirements of the Convention; 
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However, it is left for the discretion of the Committee to recognize or not 

the Certificate of Competence, even if such a certificate is issued by a 

country  party inserted in  the white list. 

Section 7 

 The Committee shall issue the Endorsement  Documents concerning the 

Certificates of Competency for the ship masters, commanding officers, 

mechanics, radio personnel and seafarers. 

 

Section 8 

The Administration shall only recognize the Certificates of Competency  

issued by the Member States of the Organization and inserted in the 

white list, provided that the applicants meet all the requirements  related 

to the procedures for the issuance of such certificates. Nevertheless, the 

Administration shall recognize the documents of maritime services 

issued by a country not party to the Convention, provided that the 

documentation of services is in conformity with the requirements of  the 

Convention. 
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Section 9 

The Administration may, in extreme cases and on the basis of a 

Certificate of Competence, issue an Endorsement   Document for three 

months if it proves to be very difficult  for the seafarer to complete all the 

documents required from him, while he is obliged to travel on board a 

vessel. 

 

 

 

Section  10 

The Endorsement Documents shall only be awarded for the original 

Certificates of Competency and not for the equivalent certificates or the 

Endorsement Documents of  original certificates. 

 

Section 11 

The Endorsement Document shall be issued in both Arabic and English, 

according to the example enclosed.  The document shall be given on the 

basis of the remainder of the validity of the Certificate of Competence 
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and expire at the date of its expiry. The Endorsement Document shall 

only be renewed when the  Certificate of Competence is renewed, in 

accordance with the requirements of the Convention. 

 

Section 12 

The form of the document shall be similar to that of the Certificate of 

Competence but, being a document and not a certificate, different in 

nature. Every document shall have a specific and distinctive  number. 

 

Section 13 

1- The document shall be deemed invalid in the event of withdrawal 

or cancellation, according to the measures imposed on its holder, as 

provided for in this Decree. In that event, the Administration shall 

inform the body that issued the Certificate of Competence of such 

measures. 

 

2 - The document shall be suspended or cancelled in the event of 

suspension or revocation of the Certificate of Competence by the body 
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that issued it. 

 

Section 14 

If a document is reported lost, the holder shall, by all the different legal 

means, prove the reasons for its loss and the administration shall verify 

the facts. Once good faith is established, the replacement document shall 

be issued under a new number different from the old one and all this 

shall be placed on the file of the applicant, as well as on the electronic 

record. 

 

 

 

Section 15 

The endorsement document issued by the Administration shall be 

cancelled if the seafarer ceases to fulfil one of the requirements for 

obtaining it or   in one of the following cases:  

-  if he falsifies any document submitted by him to the 

Administration; 
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- if he has been recognized as having committed drug trafficking 

offense; 

-  if he has helped transport people Surreptitiously on the ship, on the 

board of which he works; 

-  if he rebels against the orders of the master or officer in case of 

emergency or in circumstances of force majeure, with damage to lives, 

properties or maritime environment as a result, he shall be convicted of 

an penal offense committed on the ship. Consequently he shall not be 

entitled to request an endorsement document again, unless he presents a 

police record free of any verdict. 

 

Section 16 

The endorsement document shall  be suspended if the seafarer ceased to 

fulfil one of the requirements for obtaining it or in any of the following 

cases, according to the following table: 

Document  Violation Period of suspense 

1.   drug abuse  9 months 

2. rebelling  against the 

orders of the master or 

officer in emergency or 

24 months 
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in circumstances  of 

force majeure 

3. - charge of a penal 

offense on board the 

ship                  

Until the judgement is 

issued 

4. Causing the damage of 

safety equipment or  

cargo on board the 

ship 

6 months to be 

extended until the 

value of the damage is 

reimbursed 

5. Consumption  of  

alcohol drinks during 

watch-keeping periods  

3 months to be 

doubled in the event of  

repetition  

6. 

 

 

7. 

Committing a 

noticeable  oversight 

that has led or might 

lead to the damage of 

the ship or the cargo 

Committing a minor 

oversight 

1 month  to be doubled 

in the event of 

repetition 

 

 

Addressing a rebuke 

with the risk to be 

subject to suspension 
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in the event of 

repetition  

8. Non-compliance with 

established laws and 

decisions issued by the 

Lebanese and foreign 

Governments with no 

considerable damage 

3 months 

9. the transfer of goods 

for illicit trafficking, 

without the knowledge 

of the master or the 

shipowner 

3 months to be 

doubled in the event of 

repetition 

 

 

Section 17 

The master of the ship, on the board of which the offending seafarer 

works, shall establish a  report on the violation which shall be  recorded 

in the official deck accidents log-book. The report shall be signed by the 

master himself together with a certificated officer who works in the same 

section of the seafarer. Should the violation report established concern a 
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certificated officer, it should be signed at least by the master and two 

additional certificated officers.  

The master shall file the report with the head of the port which has issued 

the seafarer’s book, who, in turn, shall refer it to the director of the 

Seafarers and Certification  Department in the Administration.  

 

 

 

Section 18 

The director of the Seafarers and Certification  Department in the 

Administration shall examine the report and conduct an investigation on 

the violation contained therein with all available means. He has the right 

to ask for all required information, by all established means, from the 

security competent authorities, as well as from any other authority within 

or outside Lebanon. Consequently, he shall establish a report containing 

conclusions on the circumstances of the violation and suggestions on the 

measure foreseen to be taken against the violating seafarer, and then 

refer it to the Director General of the Land and Maritime Transport 
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Department in his capacity as the Chairman of the Committee of 

Certificates and equivalents. 

 

Section 19 

The Committee of Certificates and equivalents shall discuss the report 

and shall take the steps it deems appropriate in accordance with the 

provisions of this Decree, as well as the laws and regulations in force. 

 

 

Section 20 

The Administration shall inform the persons concerned of the content of 

the Committee's decision, and, if appropriate, ask the seafarer to deliver 

his certificate, subject to tougher measures. Once the measures are 

decided, the Administration shall establish a report to be addressed to 

the International Maritime Organization for circulation to all ports of the 

States parties to the Convention. 

The conclusions of the decision of the Committee shall also be recorded 

in the Seafarer’s register in the Administration.   
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CHAPTER III 

CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCY 

 

Section 21 

The types and levels of the certificates of competency issued by the 

Administration, according to the International Convention, shall be as 

follows: 

1 – Deck Department 

- Ordinary rating (Deck Boy); 

- watchkeeping rating; 

- chief mate (bosun) 

- student officer (cadet) 

- Watchkeeping officer- coastal navigation; 

-  watchkeeping officer- high seas. 
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- first officer- high seas (on ships of between 500 and 3,000 

gross tonnage) 

- first officer (on ships of 3,000 gross tonnage or more) 

- master (on the category of ships of less than 500 gross tonnage 

operating within and outside the regional waters ); 

- master (on the category of ships of between 500 and 3,000 gross 

tonnage); 

- master (on the category of ships of 3000 gross tonnage or more). 

 

 

2 – Engine Department: 

- whatchkeeping Mechanic; 

- specialist in electricity, electronics, welding or carpentry; 

- student engineer; 

- engineer officer for the category of ships of less than 750 kW 

propulsion power; 

- engineer officer for the category of ships of 750 kW propulsion 

power or more; 

- second engineer officer  for the category of ships powered by main 

propulsion machinery between 750 and 3,000 kW; 
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-  second engineer officer  for the category of ships powered by main 

propulsion machinery of 3000 kW or more; 

- chief engineer officer on ships powered by main propulsion 

machinery of 750 to 3,000 kW; 

- chief engineer officer  for the category of ships powered by main 

propulsion machinery of 3000 kW or more; 

3. Radio Department: 

- Certificate of competency in the use of the global maritime distress 

and safety system (GMDSS). 

Section 22 

Certificates of competency shall be delivered to the masters, officers, 

engineers and seafarers of all categories on the basis of a request to be 

submitted by the person concerned to the Administration. Documents 

to be attached to the request are defined in circulars issued by the 

Director General of the Land and Sea Transport 

 

Section 23  

The applicant for the certificate of competency shall meet the 

following  requirements according to the type of certificate: 
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 the following conditions by type of license, according to the following: 

A – Deck Department 

This Department consists of seafarers working in the field of steering, 

watchkeeping, and other maritime functions other than those of ship 

engineering. It consists of the categories and levels listed below, the 

candidates  for which certification have to fulfil the following 

requirements: 

 

1- Ordinary rating: 

He shall: 

- be not less than 16 years old; 

- have completed the mandatory courses on maritime safety for 

seafarers; 

- have completed the preparatory school. 

 

 

2 Watchkeeping rating 

- He shall be not less than 18 years of age; 

- he shall have completed naval service of not less than 6 months; 
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- he shall have undergone training and service as an assistant seafarer 

in watchkeeping service,  under the supervision of a navy qualified 

first officer for not less than 3 months;  

- he shall fulfil the standard of competence specified in section (a) - 2 / 

4 of the Convention; 

 

- he who proves to have a watchkeeping service for at least 12 months 

before the date of 2 February 1998 shall be excluded from the above 

conditions;  

- he shall hold the mandatory certificates in maritime  safety  

 

3-Chief mate(bosun); 

He shall  

- be not less than 20 years of age; 

 - be holder of a seafarer’s wathckeeping certificate; 

- have had a service of not less than 18 months after having received  

a seafarer’s wathckeeping certificate; 
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- meet the standard of competence specified in section (a) of 

Regulation 2 / 4 of the Convention; 

- holder of the mandatory certificate of seafarers’ maritime  safety; 

 

4- Student officer 

He shall: 

- be holder of a seafarer’s wathckeeping certificate; 

-  have had a naval service of not less than  6 months after having 

obtained  a seafarer’s wathckeeping certificate; 

- be holder of a high school diploma, second section, or a technical 

high school diploma or an officially equivalent degree; 

- successfully pass an examination in English or French to be 

organized by the Administration; 

-  be in possession of seafarers’ mandatory certificates;  

- have successfully completed studies at an internationally recognized  

maritime institute  and already obtained the mandatory seafarer’s 

certificates. 
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A student officer might apply to the rank of watchkeeping officer if he 

has concluded a maritime service of not less than 36 months, and if he 

successfully passes the appropriate examination in accordance with 

section (A) - 2 / 1 of the Convention. 

 

 

 

 

5- Watchkeeping officer- coastal navigation: 

[ Every candidate shall ]: 

 

-  be not less than 20 years of age; 

- have approved maritime service of not less than 12 months as part 

of a specific training programme or service of 36 months provided 

that he is acquainted with reading, writing and maritime 

terminology concerning this field of work in a foreign language; 

- have completed approved education and training and meet the 

standard of competence specified in section A-II/3 of the STCW 

Code; and 
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- have obtained the mandatory certificates for navigation officers; 

 

6. watchkeeping officer- high seas 

[ Every candidate shall ]: 

- be not less than 21 years of age; 

- have approved maritime service  for this category of ships of not 

less than 12 months as part of an approved programme in 

accordance with the requirements of section A/II-I of the 

Convention, or, holding a certificate as officer student, maritime 

service of not less than 36 months; 

- having worked, as a part of his maritime service, at least 6 months 

as a trainee  assistant watchkeeping officer under the supervision of 

the master or a qualified officer; 

- have completed approved education and training and meet the 

standard of competence specified in section A-II/1 of the 

Convention; and 

- be holder of the Lebanese high school diploma, second section, or 

an officially equivalent degree; and 

- have obtained the mandatory certificates for navigation officers; 
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7- first officer- high seas (on ships of between 500 and 3,000 

gross tonnage) 

[ Every candidate shall ]: 

- be not less than 22 years of age; 

- have approved, after obtainment of  a watchkeeping officer 

certificate, maritime service  of not less than six months on ships of 

between 500 and 3,000 gross tonnage, during which he was  fully 

responsible for watchkeeping duties; 

- have completed approved education and training and meet the 

standard of competence specified in section A-II/2 of the 

Convention; 

- have obtained the mandatory certificates for navigation officers; 

and 

- be holder of the Lebanese high school diploma, second section, or 

an officially equivalent degree. 

 

8- first officer- high seas (on ships of 3,000 gross tonnage or 

more) 

[ Every candidate shall ]: 
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- be not less than 22 years of age; 

- have obtained watchkeeping officer certificate; 

- have approved, after obtainment of  a watchkeeping officer 

certificate, maritime service  of not less than 12 months during 

which he was  fully responsible for watchkeeping duties, and during 

the two thirds of which on ships of 3,000 gross tonnage or more; 

- have completed approved education and training and meet the 

standard of competence specified in section A-II/2 of the 

Convention; 

- have obtained the mandatory certificates for navigation officers; 

and 

- be holder of the Lebanese high school diploma, second section, or 

an officially equivalent degree. 

 

9-master (on the category of ships of less than 500 gross 

tonnage operating within and outside the regional waters); 

  [ Every candidate shall ]: 

- be not less than 22 years of age; 

- have obtained watchkeeping officer certificate on ships of less than 

500 gross tonnage operating in coastal navigation; 
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- have approved, after obtainment of  a watchkeeping officer 

certificate for this category, maritime service  of not less than 18 

months during which he was   the responsible officer  for 

watchkeeping duties;  

- have completed approved education and training specified in 

section A-II/3 of the Convention; and 

- be holder of the Lebanese high school diploma, second section, or 

an officially equivalent degree. 

 

10- master (on the category of ships of between 500 and 

3,000 gross tonnage); 

[ Every candidate shall ]: 

- be not less than 24 years of age; 

- have obtained first officer certificate; 

- have approved, after the obtainment of  first officer certificate, 

maritime service of not less than 18 months with full responsibility 

for watchkeeping duties, or maritime service of at least 24 months, 

the half of which as a first officer fully responsible for watchkeeping 

duties  on ships of between 500 and 3,000 gross tonnage; 
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- have completed approved education and training and meet the 

standard of competence specified in section A-II/2 of the 

Convention; 

-  have obtained the mandatory certificates for masters; 

- be holder of the Lebanese high school diploma, second section, or 

an officially equivalent degree. 

 

 

11- master (on the category of ships of 3000 gross tonnage or 

more) 

[ Every candidate shall ]: 

- be not less than 24 years of age; 

- have approved, after the obtainment of  first officer certificate, 

maritime service of not less than 24 months, during the half of 

which he had as a first officer the full responsibility for 

watchkeeping duties, or maritime service of at least 36 months, as a 

first officer fully responsible for watchkeeping duties  on ships of 

3,000 gross tonnage or more; 
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- have completed approved education and training and meet the 

standard of competence specified in section A-II/2 of the 

Convention; 

-  have obtained the mandatory certificates for masters; 

- be holder of the Lebanese high school diploma, second section, or 

an officially equivalent degree. 

 

 

 

 

B-Engine Department 

This Department consists of all workers in the field of engines and their 

operation and maintenance. The Department includes the following 

ranks and categories, the applicants for which shall meet the 

requirements listed below: 

1. whatchkeeping Mechanic 

[ Every candidate shall ] : 

- be not less than 18 years of age; 
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- have obtained an ordinary seafarer’s certificate; 

- have approved maritime service of not less than 9 months in an 

engine-room under the supervision of a watchkeeping engineer 

officer; 

- meet the standard of competence specified in section A-III/4 of the 

Convention; and 

- have obtained the mandatory certificates for seafarers. 

Excluded from these conditions are those who have approved 

engineering watchkeeping service of at least 12 months before the 

second of August of 1998. 

 

2- specialist in electricity, electronics, welding or carpentry 

[ Every candidate shall ] : 

  

- be not less than 18 years of age; 

- have obtained an ordinary seafarer’s certificate; 

- have a certificate as specialized in electricity, electronics, welding or 

carpentry with experience of not less than 12 months, six of which 

on board of seagoing ships; 
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- meet the standard of competence specified in section A-III/4 of the 

Convention; and 

- have obtained the mandatory certificates for seafarers. 

 

3. Student engineer 

[ Every candidate shall ]: 

- hold a watchkeeping mechanic certificate; 

- have approved, after the obtainment of the abovementioned 

certificate, maritime service of not less than 18 months; 

- hold at least the Lebanese high school diploma, second section 

(BT), or an officially equivalent degree in the field of mechanics, 

electricity or electronics;  

- have obtained the mandatory certificates for seafarers; 

A student engineer may apply for the rank of naval engineer on the 

condition that he approves an effective naval service of not less than 

36 months after having obtained his certificate as student engineer 

and passes the appropriate  exam in accordance with section A-III/1 of 

the Convention. 
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4- engineer officer (for the category of ships of less than 750 

kW propulsion power) 

[ Every candidate shall ]: 

- be not less than 21 years of age; 

- hold the technical high school diploma; 

- have at least second section (BT) in the field of mechanics, 

electricity or electronics or any equivalent degree; 

- have approved naval service of 36 months, 12 of which under the 

supervision of a naval engineer officer; 

- meet the standard of competence specified in section A-III/1 of the 

Convention; and 

- have obtained the mandatory certificates for naval engineer 

officers. 

 

5- engineer officer for the category of ships of 750 kW 

propulsion power or more; 

[ Every candidate shall ]: 

- be not less than 21 years of age; 
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- have approved naval service in Engineering Department of not less 

than 12 months, at least six of which as naval assistant engineer 

officer, and have obtained a certificate of naval engineer student; 

- have completed approved education and training, involving a 

practical, documented and recognized training  for at least 30 

months; 

- meet the standard of competence specified in section A-III/1 of the 

Convention; and 

- have obtained the mandatory certificates for naval engineers. 

 

 

 

6- second engineer officer  for the category of ships powered by 

main propulsion machinery between 750 and 3,000 kW 

[ Every candidate shall ]: 

- be not less than 22 years of age; 

- have obtained naval engineer certificate for ships powered by main 

propulsion machinery of 750 kW or more and have effectively 

worked for at least 12 months;  
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- have completed approved education and training, and shall meet 

the standard of competence specified in section A-III/4 of the 

Convention; and 

- have obtained the mandatory certificates for naval engineers. 

7- Second engineer officer for the category of ships powered 

by main propulsion machinery of 3000 kW or more 

 [ Every candidate shall ]: 

- be not less than 22 years of age; 

- have obtained naval engineer officer certificate for ships powered 

by main propulsion machinery of more than 750 kW and have 

worked for at least 12 months of effective service, two thirds of 

which at least on ships powered by main propulsion machinery of 

more than 3000 kW ;  

- have completed approved education and training, and shall meet 

the standard of competence specified in section A-III/2 of the 

Convention; and 

- have obtained the mandatory certificates for naval engineers. 

 

8- Chief engineer officer on ships powered by main 

propulsion machinery of 750 to 3,000 kW 
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[ Every candidate shall ]: 

- be not less than 24 years of age; 

- have obtained naval second engineer officer certificate for ships 

powered by main propulsion machinery between 750 kW and 3000 

kW and have worked for at least 24 months of effective service; 

- have completed approved education and training, and shall meet 

the standard of competence specified in section A-III/4 of the 

Convention; and 

- have obtained the mandatory certificates for naval engineers. 

 

9- chief engineer officer  for the category of ships powered 

by main propulsion machinery of 3000 kW or more 

- be not less than 24 years of age; 

- have obtained naval second engineer officer certificate for ships 

powered by main propulsion machinery of 3000 kW or more and 

have worked for at least 24 months of effective service; 

- have completed approved education and training, and shall meet 

the standard of competence specified in section A-III/2 of the 

Convention; and 

- have obtained the mandatory certificates for naval engineers. 
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C-Radio Department (for naval officers and masters) 

This department consists of the seafarers who have, in addition to 

their ranks as leading officers or masters, an additional certificate in 

the field of global maritime distress and safety system (GMDSS)  

Every candidate for certification shall: 

- be not less than 20  years of age; 

- have completed approved education and training, and shall meet 

the standard of competence specified in section A-IV/2 of the 

Convention;  

 

 

 

Section 24 

All procedures concerning education and training materials, exams 

and certification shall be determined by a Lebanese naval institute 

recognized by the International Maritime Organization. Should a 
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foreign institute be sought  to give assistant, the procedures shall be 

duly determined in  agreement between the two parties. 

 

Section 25 

All the certificates defined in Chapter III of this Decree shall be issued 

by the committee provided for in Section IV of that chapter. 

 

Section 26 

Certificates shall be issued for five years and shall be renewable 

provided that the applicant meets the following requirements: 

1. he has completed  approved  naval service of 18 months during the 

last five years, during which he had performed functions appropriate  

or equivalent to his rank; 

2. he shall still be physically and mentally fit  to work on board ships, 

on the basis of an evidence established by the competent authority; 

3. he shall have passed all mandatory safety courses required by his 

naval certificate which shall be valid 
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4. he shall pass a course of knowledge updating, which programme 

and adhesion requirements are to be defined by the administration. 

5. he shall have paid all annual due fees; 

 

Section 27 

The provisions of sections 13, 14,15 and 16 of this Decree shall apply to 

the expiration, suspension, loss and cancellation of the certificates. 

 

 

 

 

Chpater IV 

                         Alternative certification (dispensation) 

 

Section 28 
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Alternative certificates shall be issued by the Directorate General for 

Land and Maritime Transport to the seafarers holding  Lebanese 

certificates under the following conditions and cases: 

1. in circumstances of exceptional necessity, and it shall be  left to the 

discretion of the Committee for Certification and Equivalence to decide 

on their degree of dispensation; 

2. Dispensations shall only be issued to the seafarers who hold a 

certificate for a rank directly inferior to the rank required for the 

alternative certificate. 

3: No dispensation shall be issued to the radio officer. 

4. The dispensation  shall be issued for a period not exceeding six 

months for all the ranks of officers, except the master and chief engineer 

who shall not be granted any dispensation for more than two months. 

5. The Administration shall ensure that the applicant for such 

dispensation holds the appropriate qualifications which allow him to fill 

the sought vacant post and shall have the right to ask him to prove that 

by all available means, including a test or exam to be defined by the 

Committee of Certification and Equivalence. 
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6. The Administration shall ensure that the issuance of such a 

dispensation would not cause danger to persons, property or the 

environment. 

7. Dispensations shall be confined to the certificates and not to the 

equivalents. 

 

Section 29 

If the seeker of such dispensation holds a certificate of naval second or 

first officer engineer, he shall not be granted the dispensation unless it is 

proved that he has worked in the post he occupies for at least 24 months 

of effective service in accordance with the provisions of the Convention. 

 

 

 

Section 30 

The request of dispensation shall be considered by the Committee of 

Certification and Equivalence in its capacity as the competent authority 

to accept or refuse it. 
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Section 31 

The seeker of dispensation shall be granted a normal certificate in which 

the nature of the dispensation and its period shall be mentioned. 

 

Section 32 

A second dispensation shall be granted only to a seafarer who has got his 

first dispensation three years before. 

It shall not be allowed to grant a seafarer more than three dispensations 

in the total period of his naval service. 

 

 

 

Section 33 

Dispensation certificates shall be recorded in a special book and given 

special numbers. The head of the Seafarers and Certification Department 

shall, at the end of the year, report to the Director General of the Land 



46 

 

and Maritime Transport on the dispensations granted, their reasons and 

their periods. 

 

Section 34 

The provisions of sections 13, 14,15 and 16 of this Decree shall apply to 

the expiration, suspension, loss and cancellation of the alternative 

certificates (dispensations). 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Chapter V 

 Mandatory Safety Certificate 



47 

 

 Section  35 

Each seafarer shall have, according to his rank, mandatory safety 

certificates required by the Convention. 

 

Section 36 

The Administration shall issue mandatory certificates for the 

seafarers, officers, engineers and masters and shall recognize the 

mandatory certificates issued by the member States of the 

International Maritime Organization that are on the White List. 

 

Section 37 

The Maritime Preparation and Training Centre in the Directorate 

General of the Land and Maritime Transport shall undertake the 

preparation, organization and scheduling of the programmes of the 

courses; supervising training activities; organization of 

examinations; preparation of certificates. In training activities, the 

Centre may seek the assistance of the Ministries, administrations, 

public institutions, foreign institutes and academies, as well as 
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bodies, associations and persons specialized in safety, conservation 

of environment and combating natural disasters. 

 

Section 38 

The mandatory safety certificates that every seafarer, officer, 

engineer and master shall obtain according to their ranks are the 

following: 

A- Seafarers 

1. Personal survival techniques; 

2. fire prevention and fire fighting; 

3. elementary first aid; 

4. personal safety and social responsibilities; 

5. A course of navigational watchkeeping. 

 

B- officer in charge of a navigational watch 

1. Personal survival techniques; 
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2. elementary first aid; 

3. personal safety and social responsibilities; 

4. a course in communications; 

5. advanced training in fire prevention and fire fighting; 

6. proficiency in buoyant apparatus and rescue boats; 

7. maritime pollution prevention and control; 

8. Automatic Radar Plotting Aid (ARPA) simulation; 

9. Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS). 

 

C- First officer 

In addition to all the above mentioned courses for an officer in 

charge of a navigational watch, the first officer shall pass the 

following courses: 

1. radar simulation course; 

2. advanced communications course; 

3. nursing care 
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D- Master 

In addition to all the above mentioned courses for the first officer, 

the master shall pass the following courses:  

1. a course in ship steering and ship manoeuvres. 

 

E- Engineer and chief engineer officers 

1. Personal survival techniques; 

2. elementary first aid; 

3. personal safety and social responsibilities; 

4. advanced training in fire prevention and fire fighting; 

5. proficiency in buoyant apparatus and rescue boats; 

6. maritime pollution prevention and control; 

 

Section 39 
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The Director General of the Land and Maritime Transport 

Directorate shall issue a Decision in which he shall define the 

programmes, materials and duration  of the training courses; 

requirements for the trainers and assessors; candidates for 

mandatory safety certificates; the form of the applications and 

documents to be attached to; the training and examination 

committees and their tasks; the schedules and places of the training 

activities and examinations; the methods of organizing and grading 

the examinations.  

Section 40 

Every candidate passing the examination shall be granted a five-

years mandatory certificate in the subject of the course he has 

attended. On approval of the skills, the certificates may be renewed 

in accordance with the requirements of the Convention. 

The certificates shall be established in Arabic and English 

according to the form attached herewith and shall be signed by the 

Director General of the Land and Maritime Transport Directorate. 
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Section 41 

The certificate shall be cancelled if the holder has lost one of the 

mandatory requirements for obtaining or renewing it. It shall also 

be suspended or cancelled as all other certificates in accordance 

with the provisions of this Decree. 
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Chapter VI 

Medical certificates 

 

 Section 42 

Subject to section 144 of the Lebanese merchant law, the provisions 

of the medical examination  (seafarers) Convention, 1946, of the 

ILO and the International Convention on Standards of Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, and its 

amendments of 1995 (STCW), the Medical Committee provided for 

in section 4 of this decree shall undertake the examination of all 

seafarers candidates for maritime certification, equivalence, 

documents and dispensations. 

The Committee shall be acquainted with the health situation of the 

seafarers and the medical reports presented by them after being 

examined, if appropriate, by specialized and officially accredited 

physicians. 

 

Section 43 



54 

 

The Directorate General of the Land and Maritime Transport shall 

issue the medical certificate concerning the seafarer in accordance 

with the criteria established by the Convention and the report of 

the Medical Committee proving his aptitude to work aboard ships. 

The certificates shall be established in Arabic and English 

according to the form attached herewith and shall be valid for two 

years and renewable after the seafarer undergoes the same 

examination. 

 

Section 44 

The certificate shall be cancelled or suspended if the holder has lost 

one of the requirements for obtaining or renewing it.  
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Chapter VII 

 records and registers 

 

Section 45 

The Administration shall maintain registers of all certificates, 

endorsements, and equivalents issued by it. This is done by duly 

indexed records, cards and files containing all the documents 

concerning every individual seafarer. There are also electronic 

records on which all necessary information shall be stored. 

 

Section 46 

The registers referred to in the section above contain the following 

information: 

1. the Seafarer’s name, date and place of birth, nationality, sex, 

photograph, address, number of telephone, fax, e-mail and 

languages; 

2. his school and university certificates, as well as the naval 

professional and academic   degrees he holds with their dates and 

the issuing authority; 

 

 



56 

 

3. the type, number, date of issuance and expiration, limits 

[renewals] and the status  of the certificate, dispensation or 

equivalent  held by the seafarer (valid, suspended, cancelled, lost, 

destroyed); 

4. the functions fulfilled by the seafarer and the limits and 

constraints imposed on certain functions, if any; 

5. the naval service counted in months and days, in additions to 

the ships on board of which the seafarer has worked, their gross 

tonnage and  propulsion power in kWs; 

6. mandatory safe certificates, radio certificates and other types 

of certificates with their dated, validity periods and issuance 

source; 

7. the name and address of the employer and the type and 

duration of the contract; 

8. the medical certificate, if any, its date of issuance and validity 

and the remarks concerning the health of the seafarer. 

 

Section 47 

The Member States of the International Maritime Organization and 

the private companies, as well as the other parties concerned with 

the affairs of transport and sea navigation may consult the 
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electronic information data basis made available by the 

Administration. 
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Chapter VIII 

Then  social responsibilities 

 

 

Section 48 

The companies shall be held responsible for the assignment of   

seafarers for their service on their ships in accordance with the 

provisions of the Convention, and shall require every such company 

to ensure that: 

- each seafarer assigned to any of its ships holds an appropriate 

certificate in accordance with the provisions of the Convention; 

- its ships are manned in compliance  with the safe manning 

requirements issued by the Administration; 

-  documentation and data relevant to the experience, training, 

medical fitness and competency of all seafarers employed on its ships  

are maintained  and shall be made accessible to the Administration; 

- seafarers, on being assigned to any of its ships, are familiarized with their specific duties 
andwith all ship arrangements, installations, equipment, procedures and ship characteristics 
that areelevant to their routine or emergency duties; 
.6 the ship’s complement can effectively coordinate their activities in an emergency 
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-  the activities assigned to the  crew in an emergency situation and in 

performing  functions of safety, prevention or mitigation of pollution, 

are coordinated. 

 

Section 49 

The companies, masters and crew members shall bear the 

responsibility of the safe operation of the ship by providing 

preliminary programmes and written instructions to the master of 

each ship; defining the appropriate procedures to ensure that all the 

seafarers newly employed on board of the ship are given an adequate 

opportunity to be familiarized with the equipment, operation 

procedures and all other arrangements necessary to allow them to 

fulfil their  duties before assigning them to those functions. The 

company or the master shall designate a crew member who shall be 

entrusted with the responsibility of ensuring that every newly 

employed seafarer has had the opportunity to receive the basic 

information in a language he understands. 

 

 

 

 

 



60 

 

Section 50 

The company shall undertake to ensure that all the seafarers have 

received the basic training and education approved by the Convention, 

in addition to education  on personal survival techniques, safety 

requirements or prevention of pollution, and that they have had 

competent performance in their previous  jobs before any other on 

board-duties have been assigned to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 51 

The company shall undertake to prepare a comprehensive training 

plan and an onboard training programme on stages for the officers 

responsible for navigational or engineering watch. 

 

Section 52 

The company shall entrust its training officer, in addition to a 

qualified naval officer, with the administration of the onboard training 

programme and the coordination with the education institutes and 

training institutes. 
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Section 53 

The master shall supervise the good conduct of the training 

programme and the maintenance of the training record book in order 

to consolidate the experience and practical training in the sea. He 

shall monitor the progress in performing the training up to the 

competency which the prospective officer has to achieve at the end of 

the programme. 

 

Section 54 

Except in circumstances of force majeure which, due to considerations of 

safety or environment conservation, cannot be postponed, the companies 

shall undertake to provide all persons who are assigned duty as officer in 

charge of a watch or as a rating forming part of a watch with a rest period 

of not less than10 hours of rest in any 24-hour period. 

- The hours of rest may be divided into no more than two periods 

which shall be at least 6 hours; 

- the minimum rest period of 10 hours may be reduced to les than 6 

consecutive hours provided that this reduction shall not be applied 

to a period of more than 2 days and that the rest hours are not less 

than 70 hours in any 7-day period; 
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- the companies have to undertake to maintain records of daily 

working and rest hours of the seafarers. 

 

Section 55 

In regards to the navigational watchkeeping  arrangements and 

principles, the Administration shall apply the procedures established 

in Chapter VIII of the Convention and the companies shall comply 

with these procedures. 
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Chapter IX 

control procedures 

 

 

Section 56 

The Directorate General of Land and Maritime Transport shall 

undertake to control all the Lebanese and non-Lebanese ships and 

consequently may delegate authority to specialized parties to carry out 

this task according to the circumstances, need or rules. 

 

Section 57 

The control procedures aim at ensuring that the ships comply with all 

the requirements of the international conventions concerning safety, 

the protection of the environment and prevention of pollution, and in 

particular the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 

1974 (SOLAS), as amended, the International Convention for the 

Prevention of Pollution  from Ships (MARPOL 73/78), the 

International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 

Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended, and the ILO 

Conventions as amended. 
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Section 58 

Persons empowered to carry out the control shall take measures in 

order to ensure the following: 

1. that all seafarers serving on board are certificated or hold valid 

endorsements, equivalents or dispensations, as well as the mandatory  

safety and medical certificates; 

2. that the numbers and certificates of the seafarers serving on board 

are in conformity with the applicable safe manning requirements of 

the Administration;  

3. that the ship is equipped with security and safety equipment in 

accordance with the provisions of  the International Convention for 

the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974 (SOLAS), as amended and of other 

conventions; 

4. that the execution of the procedures of  the international safety 

management  is conform with the what has been indicated in the 

International Safety Management (ISM) Code; 

5. that all seafarers are  qualified for the safe operation which would 

prevent pollution; 

6. that the hull and the onboard machinery are operational and 

guarantee safety requirements for the seafarers and the maritime 

environment; 
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7. that the seafarers comply with the watchkeeping principles 

determined by the flag State in regard to the steering or mechanical 

tasks; 

8. that the competency of the seafarers is verified, so that the control 

employees may select a number of the crew members from different 

ranks and test their competency with regard to their functions or their 

capacity to carry out the safety and rescue tasks and the protection of 

the sea environment; 

9. that the ship applies the rules [laws] of the ILO, especially those 

concerning seamen. 

 

Section 59 

In the event that any shortcomings or deficiencies are found in terms 

of the following section 61, the officer carrying out the control shall 

prepare a report to the Administration, following the form established 

to this effect, which shall immediately notify the master of the ship, 

the Consul of the flag State, its diplomatic representative or the 

maritime authority to which it belongs, by fax, so that appropriate 

action may be taken. Nevertheless, if no such action is taken by the  

competent authorities, [it] shall have the right to stop the ship, take 

steps to ensure that it will not sail and impose an appropriate fine on 
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it, in accordance with the established rules, until a minimum safety 

level has been attained. 

 

Section 60 

The shipowner or master has to correct the above mentioned 

deficiencies. If such deficiencies do not expose the safety, property 

and the environment to danger, the Administration may allow the ship 

to make a single trip in order to correct them.  If, on the contrary, the 

deficiencies are deemed serious to the extent that they cannot be 

overlooked, the ship must be detained until safety requirements are 

met. 

 

Section 61 

The employees carrying out the control shall take all possible 

measures to avoid a ship being unduly stopped, delayed or detained. 
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Chapter X 

concluding provisions 

 

 

Section 62 

All texts which contradict the provisions of this Decree or which are 

not conform with its content shall be revoked: 

 

Section 63 

All seafarers who have obtained certificates of competency or 

equivalents of any type from the General Directorate of Land and 

Maritime Transport shall comply with the provisions of this Decree. 

 

Section 64 

This Decree shall published and communicated as appropriate. 

 

4 April 2003 

Minister of Public Works and Transport 

Najib Miqati 

 

 


