
U N I T E D   N A T I O N S                         N A T I O N S   U N I E S 
 

WELCOME REMARKS 
BY 

JEAN-PIERRE GONNOT  
CHIEF, SOCIAL INTEGRATION BRANCH  

DIVISION FOR SOCIAL POLICY AND DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

 
 

ON  
Commemoration of the International Youth Day 2013  

 
Monday, 12 August 2013 

Conference Room 1, UNHQ 
 
 
Dear Excellencies,  
His Excellency Dr. A.K. Abdul Momen 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 

Welcome to the commemoration event on the International Youth Day 2013.  
 
The United Nations General Assembly in its resolution A/RES/54/120 declared 12 

August as International Youth Day (IYD).  United Nations entities, Member States and youth 
organizations celebrate the day as a means of raising awareness of issues affecting young 
people around the world. 

 
As you all know, the theme for this year’s International Youth Day is Youth 

Migration: moving development forward. Young people make up a significant share of the 
global number of international migrants. In 2010, there was an estimated number of 27 
million international young migrants. Very little is known about this great number of young 
people. I hope the celebration of this year’s youth day will give some visibility to the lives of 
these young migrants. 

 
This event has been jointly organized by International Labour Organization and 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs with support from MDG Achievement Fund. I 
am pleased to have with us Mr. Charles Dan, the newly appointed Special Advisor for Youth 
and Social Integration for ILO, and look forward to hearing from him. 

 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 

Much of our work focuses on the World Programme of Action for Youth, which 
provides a policy framework and practical guidelines for national action and international 
support to improve the situation of young people around the world.  Links between youth 
migration and development are significant because migration is occurring against the 
backdrop of an unprecedented demographic divide—an aging industrialized world and a 
youthful developing world. Industrialized nations need young migrants to replenish their 
aging labor force; developing countries also need the talents of their most skilled youth to 
meet the challenges of economic growth in ever more competitive, globally integrated capital 
and labor markets. Youth migration is a powerful correlate of economic development that 



incurs costs and benefits for both sending and receiving countries, and for the migrants 
themselves. Immigrant-receiving countries are interested in harnessing the benefits from 
migration of young people, and migrant-sending countries seek to maximize social and 
economic impacts of remittances. 

 
The developmental aspects of migration is also closely associated with the lives and 

and livelihoods of the young migrants themselves. While migration and its economic and 
social aspects were somehow investigated, to date very limited attempts have been made to 
gain insight into the lives, struggles, hope and ideas of young migrants. Today’s 
commomeration of International Youth Day event features a panel discussion where young 
people will share their experiences and actions on migration. I hope this session will provide 
some space for young migrants to dialogue on their own lives. 

 
As we commemorate this year’s International Youth Day, let us consider some of the 

issues affecting the lives of young migrants.  While migration of young people can often offer 
valuable opportunities, it can also pose risks and lead to unacceptable situations, including 
exploitation and discrimination. 
 

Internal or international migration can open up many prospects for youth, including 
access to jobs and new skills, opportunity to learn to facilitate self development of youth 
migrants, prospects for innovation and adaptation to new technologies. 

 
However, for some young people migration can expose them to several risks, 

including lack of access to basic rights, exploitation, unprotected jobs. This can also be due to 
their limited access to information and entitlements. 

 
Youth migrants often face risks and dangers of human trafficking and violence. 

Irregular and transit migration has been particularly vulnerable to many unfavourable 
situations. Young women and unaccompanied minors are particularly susceptible to these 
dangers and risks. 

 
Employment and decent job is a significant concern for young migrants as many of 

them migrate for pure economic reasons. However, they are often employed in informal 
sectors with low pays, lengthy working hours and unfavourable working conditions. Young 
women frequently face multiple discriminations at their work places.  

 
 
 
Excellencies,  
 

For young people, the decision to migrate is often related to their transition to 
adulthood. Youth are often the first ones to take advantage of information sharing and 
interconnectivity to decide on their migration. Yet, many young people suffer from 
speculative decisions on migration, thanks to their emotions, energy and risk-taking behaviour 
to explore new opportunities, determination to overcome adversities and aspirations to live a 
better life. Let us take initiatives to minimize risks and maximize benefits of youth migration.  

 
I look forward to an interactive discussion on youth migration and development.  
 
 
I will now invite Mr. Charles Dan to deliver his remarks.  Mr Dan, a national of 

Benin, is the recently appointed Special Adviser on Youth and Social Inclusion of the 
International Labour Organization.   Mr. Dan joined the United Nations system in 1994. Prior 
to this appointment, Charles Dan was Assistant Director-General and Regional Director for 
Africa of the International Labour Office (ILO). 



… 
 

 
 Today’s event on commemoration of International Youth Day talks about recent 
research and findings on youth migration carried out by different United Nations entities, 
screens award-winning videos that feature lives of young migrants and brings young migrants 
in a panel discussion to share their own stories, experiences and voices.   
 
 The upcoming World Youth Report 2013, a bi-annual report prepared by United 
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, will concentrate on youth migration. In 
the preparation of the report, consultations with young migrants were carried out to capture 
youth voice and experiences on migration as the report is aimed to showcase youth 
perspectives on migration. 
 
 

It is wonderful to see many young people among the audiences today and hope a very 
fruitful discussion on the issues affecting them most. Youth participation at all levels is very 
crucial for their empowerment. I encourage youth attending here to continue to share their 
views, voices their concerns and be actively involved in issues of their interest.  

 
I now invite you to enjoy a video titled “This is my story:  dreams and sacrifices of a 

young migrant worker” and following the video, HE Dr. A.K Abdul Momen, of Bangladesh, 
will moderate the session on “Youth Migration and Development: sharing knowledge and 
information from recent research and analysis”. 

 
 
Thank you, 
 
 


