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ILO review of national plans on
19t ICLS implementation in LFS

* Metadata questionnaire prepared by ILO
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* Sent to 212 countries (Jul-Sep 2018)
* Part A: Characteristics of most recent LFS

* Part B: Concepts & definitions currently used

10-19 October 2018, Geneva

* Part C: Tests & implementation plans on 19t ICLS

* Response rate: 58% (123 countries covering 80%
of the world’s population)
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Coverage of review
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¢ Overall coverage spread across the major world regions
e Gaps for Caribbean, Central Africa, Middle East, Northern Africa,
South East Asia
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PERIODICITY OF NATIONAL LFS

World
Africa
Americas [T N c B
Arab States
Asia & Pacific || IININIEEE 7
EU + EFTA countries |
other Europe & C. Asia |G

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
B Continuous Monthly periodic B Other sub-annual
Once a year B Less frequently

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS (July-August 2018).

* Over 80% of responding countries have an annual or sub-annual LFS
* Less frequent LFS are prevalent among countries in Africa
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MOST FREQUENT PERIODICITY OF REPORTING:
HEADLINE EMPLOYMENT

World
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EU + EFTA countries

Other Europe & C. Asia
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B Monthly m Quarterly or sub annual Yearly ™ Lessfrequently
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Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standardsin LFS (July-August 2018).

* Headline employment is reported on a sub-annual basis in
about 70% of responding countries

MOST FREQUENT PERIODICITY OF REPORTING:
HEADLINE UNEMPLOYMENT

World
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Asia & Pacific
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B Monthly m Quarterly or sub annual Yearly W Less frequently
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Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS (July-August 2018).

* Headline unemployment is reported on a sub-annual basis
in about 70% of responding countries

* Higher number of counties reporting monthly
unemployment (compared to monthly employment)




RESPONSE RATE LFS
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World Africa Americas  Arab Asia & EU+EFTA Other
States Pacific countries Europe &
C. Asia
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Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standardsin LFS (July-August 2018).

* Globally, response rates for most LFS stand above 80%,
except for in EU+EFTA countries

* The lowest LFS response rates reported stand around 40%

MODES USED IN LFS

m Single mode = Multiple modes

* Globally, over 50% of LFS rely on a
single data collection mode

* But most EU+EFTA countries use
multiple data collection modes

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS
standards in LFS (July-August 2018).

MODES USED IN LFS
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H Single mode W Multiple modes

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 13th ICLS standards in LFS (July-August
2018).




MAIN MODE OF LFS DATA COLLECTION

World

Africa

Americas

Arab States

Asia & Pacific

EU + EFTA countries
Other Europe & C. Asia

6 | 32 231

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

H CAPI PAPI  m CATI CAWI m Other

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS (July-August 2018).

* Globally, close to 50% of LFS are now conducted using
CAPI as main mode of data collection
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SHARE OF LFS INTERVIEWS COMPLETED BY PROXY

100%
80%
60%
: T -
o —
0%
World Africa Americas Asia & EU + EFTA Other
Pacific countries Europe & C.
Asia

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS (July-August 2018).

* Use of proxy respondents in LFS is widespread

* Globally, half of LFS have 30-50% of personal interviews
answered by a proxy respondent

10
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Current measurement of key
concepts in national LFS

* Employment

* Time-related underemployment

* Unemployment

* Potential labour force
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Employment

REFERENCE PERIOD FOR EMPLOYMENT

High income H 17
Upper-M. income _ 12
. B

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

M last 7 days Moving calendar week M Fixed calendar week M Other

Source: 1O review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standardsin LFS (July-August 2018).

¢ Near universal convergence in the use of a short reference
period (7days/calendar week) to identify persons Employed
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COUNTRIES INCLUDING IN EMPLOYMENT
SELECTED TYPES OF ABSENCES
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Persons on paid Persons on unpaid Seasonal workers

long-absence (>3 mo.) long-absence (>3 mo.) during the off-season

HYes M Partial H No Not identifed

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS (July-August 2018).

* Over 70% of countries treat persons on paid long absence as
employed

* Unpaid long absences & seasonal workers not working in the off-
season are currently included in employment by ~30% of countries
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COUNTRIES INCLUDING IN EMPLOYMENT
OWN-USE PRODUCTION OF FOODSTUFF

100%
7
80% 54 16
31
60%
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20% o 17
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0%
World High income Upper-M. income Low & L-M income

B All own-use production of foodstuff
m Partially included (additional criteria used)
M Only if some is sold

Not identified

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS (July-August 2018).

* Globally, around 30% of countries currently include all own-use
production of foodstuff in employment

e Less than 20% include in employment those that sell some part
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COUNTRIES INCLUDING IN EMPLOYMENT
OWN-USE PRODUCTION OF SELECTED GOODS
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Home construction Fetching water Collecting firewood Manufacture

HYes M Partial W No Not identifed

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS (July-August 2018).

ow & L-M income

production of other goods (non-food) in employment

* Globally, less than 20% of countries currently include own-use

10-19 October 2018, Geneva
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OWN-USE PRODUCERS OF GOODS MEASURED SEPARATELY
FROM EMPLOYMENT (WORLD)

100%

80% —

0%

Farmers, Farmers, Own-home Fetching Collecting  Manufacture

fishers fishers construction water firewood
producing producing
mainly for exclusively for
own use own use
mYes mNo Not relevant

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 159th ICLS standards in LFS (July-August 2018).
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* 60 countries currently capture farmers/fishers producing
exclusively for own final use separately from employment

e Other own-use production of goods is currently captured
separately from employment only by a few countries
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COUNTRIES INCLUDING IN EMPLOYMENT
VOLUNTEERS AND UNPAID TRAINEES
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Organization-based Direct volunteers Unpaid trainees
volunteers
HYes M Partial B No Not identited

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS (July-August 2018).

Low & L-M income

* Globally, less than 20% of countries currently include
volunteer work or unpaid trainee work in employment
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VOLUNTEER WORKERS AND UNPAID TRAINEES MEASURED
SEPARATELY FROM EMPLOYMENT (WORLD)

100% 9
14 13
20%
60% 8
91
40%
20%
21
0% 12
Organization-based Direct volunteers Unpaid trainees
volunteers
H Yes H No Not relevant

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS {July-August 2018).

* Another 20% currently capture volunteer workers and
unpaid trainees separately from employment
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Unemployment —criteria used

19

UNEMPLOYMENT DEFINITION IN LFS

World

ngh neome —

Upper-M. income

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

M All criteria Not employed + seeking Not employed + available W Other

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standardsin LFS (luly-August 2018).

* Near universal use of the strict definition of unemployment
* Very few countries continue to apply only 2 criteria
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Unemployment —job search
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REFERENCE PERIOD FOR JOB SEARCH

o

High income .

Upper-M. income _
Low s -Mincome.
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0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
B Moving last 30 days Moving last 4 weeks B Moving last month
B Fixed 30 days B Fixed 4 weeks Fixed month

3 months before interview M Moving last week/ 7 days

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS {(July-August 2018).

* Near universal convergence to a 30 day/1 month/4 week
reference period for job search

* Very few countries still use a shorter (1 week) or longer (3
months) reference period




Unemployment —availability

REFERENCE PERIOD FOR AVAILABILITY

World 28 57 n

Before and after reference week m Other

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS {July-August 2018).
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* About 80% of countries aligned with 19" ICLS standard
* Most measure availability in the period after the
reference week
* A few (30%) continue to measure availability only in
the period before the reference week
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Potential labour force

COUNTRIES THAT CAPTURE
THE POTENTIAL LABOUR FORCE

World

High income

Upper-M. income

5]
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Low & L-M income
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
H Full group Seeking not available only  mAvailable not seeking only ~ m Other

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS (July-August 2018).

* About 70% of countries can now identify the potential labour force

* Others can identify sub-groups of the potential labour force
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Time-related underemployment

TIME-RELATED UNEMPLOYMENT DEFINITION IN LFS

wors TS 13 - &
— T h
Upper-v.ncorme T Y
Lo Lmincome 7Y X

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
B Want work + Available + HrsThresholdi. Want work + Available (No Threshold)
B Want work + HrsThreshold (only) Available + HrsThreshold (only)

m Other
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Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LES (July-August 2018).

* Globally, close to 80% of countries apply all criteria to
identify persons in time-related underemployment
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* Remaining countries tend to exclude one criterion
23 (availability, desire or hours’ threshold)
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TYPE OF HOURS' THRESHOLD USED
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Source: ILO review of nationalplans to implement the 19th ICLS standardsin LTS (July-August 2C Hours' threshold value E
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* Most countries use a fixed hours %
. ~

threshold based on national S

legislation or norms

¢ Over 80% of countries set an hours’
threshold between 35 - 40Hrs

<35hrs =35 hrs-40hrs = >40 hrs
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WORKING TIME AND JOB REFERENCE IN TIME-
RELATED DEFINITION

World 41 27 23 7

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
W Usual hours in all jobs M Actual hours in all jobs
m Usual hours in main job only Actual hours in main job only

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS stondords in LFS (July-August 2018).

* Diverse practices are observed in the reference concepts
(working time and job) used to capture time-related
underemployment
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REFERENCE PERIOD FOR AVAILABILITY TO WORK
MORE HOURS

wria [Saa

Low & L-M income 17
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
Before reference week (only) B After reference week (only)
M Before and after reference week H Other

Source: ILO review of nationaiplans to implement the 19th ICLS standaords in LFS (July-August 2018).

* Diverse practices in assessing availability to work more hours

* Only about a third of countries use a period after the
interview/reference week, as recommended

10-19 October 2018, Geneva
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National plans to implement
changes in the LFS
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COUNTRIES THAT EXPECT AN IMPACT ON KEY ESTIMATES
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HYes MNo No \..;et evaluated

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS (July-August 2018).

e About 50% of middle & low income countries expect an
impact on key labour market indicators

* Less than 20% of high income countries expect an impact

28 * But many have not yet evaluated the potential impact
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COUNTRIES CONDUCTING/PLANNING ANY KIND OF TEST

100%
80% 55 11
60%
10%
76 18
20%

0%

World High income Upper-M. income Low & L-M income
EYes HNo

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th (CLS standards in LFS (July-August 2018).

* Globally, close to 60% of countries plan to or are conducting
tests or evaluations related to Resolution I of the 19t ICLS

10-19 October 2018, Geneva

LFS TESTS CONDUCTED/PLANNED BY YEAR
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20
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YEAR

30

* Few countries started testing in anticipation of the 19" ICLS
* Testing intensified from in 2016
* Some countries reporting plans to test have no set the year
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TYPE OF TEST CONDUCTED/PLANNED (WORLD):
Expert review of the LFS questionnaire
Small field test

Micro-data analysis test

10-19 October 2018, Geneva

LFS parallel run

Statistical test
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Qualitative test

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
HYes M No

Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS (July-August 2018).

* Most common is to conduct an expert review of the LFS
guestionnaire, followed by field tests & micro-data evaluation

e About 25% plan an LFS parallel run and/or a statistical test
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TOPICS COVERED IN THE TESTS: FORMS OF WORK
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* Most focus on the revised employment definition

* Among middle and low income countries most also
include identification of subsistence foodstuff producers

e Other topics: volunteer work, own-use provision of
32 services, dependent contractors




TOPICS COVERED IN THE TESTS: LABOUR UNDERUTILIZATION
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Source: ILO review of national plans to implement the 19th ICLS standards in LFS (July August2018).

* On labour underutilization, most focus is given to
unemployment and the potential labour force

* Nevertheless, time-related underemployment is also a
focus, especially in low income countries
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GROUPS CONSULTED DURING PLANNING PROCESS (WORLD)

Other departments within NSO
Ministry of labour

Other line ministries

Other government agencies

Workers and employers representatives

Academics, researchers

Media, communications groups

=2
E

ARG BORG ARG 1008

mYes mNo

10-19 October 2018, Geneva

Soree: 110 review of notiona! plans o impleenent the 1900 1015 stondoeds in 108 {Tuly-August 2018).

* User consultation with other Departments within NSO and the
Ministry of labour is high (over 70% of countries)

¢ Other users consulted include other line ministries & academia
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MOST FREQUENT CHALLENGES TO IMPLEMENTATION FACED (WORLD)

Lack of financial/human resources to conduct tests 48 71

Limited awareness of the 19th ICLS standards/ new indicators by key
stakeholders

£

Lack of technical materials to guide the implementation

Need for coordination with other institutions within the country

Lack of financial/human resources to conduct the next LFS

8

Lack of technical expertise to introduce changes in the LFS

Mo expected impact on main labour market indicators
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Need for coordination with other countries in the region

]

Lack of support for implementation from key stakeholders
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Limited awareness of the 19th ICLS standards by senior management

Lack of support for implementation from senior managers
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Sowrce: ILO review of nulivnal plens Lo implerment e 1900 ICLS stundurds in LFS (July-August 2018).

e Most common challenge reported is lack of financial /
human resources to conduct tests (40% of countries)

* Followed by lack of awareness & technical materials
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INCOME # TOP THREE CHALLENGES

CHALLENGES

GROUP REPORTED

(challenge unique to income group in bold)

1. Lack of financial/human resources to conduct tests

|nI:::g:1e 1-92 2. No expected impact on main labour market indicators
3. Limited awareness of the 19th |CLS standards/new =
indicators by key stakeholders §
3
Upper & 1. Lack of technical expertise to introduce changes in LFS )
Middle 3-4 2. Lack of financial/human resources to conduct tests %
Income 3. Lack of technical materials to guide the implementation §
8
1. Lack of financial resources to conduct the next LFS i
I{-:\vaei 4-5 2. Lack of financial/human res%l]Jrces to conduct tests o
Middle 3. Limited awareness of the 19 ICLS standards/new
Income indicators by key stakeholders

3. Lack of technical materials to guide the implementation
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Publication of revised headline indicators

@

Release of participation rates
Ne. of aligned with 19th ICLS standards

* Growing publication of
employment & subsistence
foodstuff producer rates

" aligned with 19t ICLS in
10 I 2014-2018 period

Before 2014 2014 - 2018 2019 onwards

H LFPR Employmentrate B Subsistence producer rate

Release of labour underutilization rates

10-19 October 2018, Geneva

»
<
1S
S
S
2
o
o
=
A
o
=
o
Q
o
=
S
Q
Q
Q
<
QL
(S
S
S
Q
—
(o}
<
i)
=
o]
<
[
=
<
=
=
S
N

ool aligned with the 19th ICLS standards
30
* Growing publication 5
of LU1-LU4 indicators 20
aligned with 19t ICLS i: I
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o —
Before 2014 2014 - 2018 2019 onwards
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Summary

« Widespread LFS testing, but limited resources
» Advances already in labour underutilization

« Convergence in unemployment measurement

» Many now capture the potential labour force

« Differences remain in time-related underemployment
« Employment definition a key focus of tests globally

« Subsistence food producers a key focus in middle and low
income countries

 Gaps in measuring own-use production of goods

« Expressed need for guidance materials & support to
communicate changes

« Side event on Communication (Thursday 18 October)

10-19 October 2018, Geneva
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