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Last February the ILO launched a report marking the 30th anniversary of the ILO Indigenous and Tribal People 

Convention, 1989 (No. 169) presenting global and regional data on the social and economic situation of indigenous 

women and men worldwide. 

 

According to the report, indigenous peoples represent more than 6 per cent of the world’s population, numbering over 

476 million people. Data also shows that indigenous women and men are three times more likely to be living in extreme 

poverty, and 20 percentage points more likely to be in the informal economy if compared to non-indigenous persons. 

These gaps are even wider for indigenous women. The report calls for renewed efforts to set up strong national 

institutional and legal frameworks though which Member States can implement their international obligations and 

commitments regarding indigenous peoples’ rights. 

   

The inequalities and discrimination faced by indigenous peoples worldwide are now exacerbated by the COVID-19 

pandemic. Tens of millions of indigenous women and men have been working in sectors particularly hard-hit by the 

crisis, such as domestic work, trade, services, hospitality and tourism. The socio-economic consequences of the 

pandemic threaten to push many more into poverty. 

 

Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, there is an urgency to act. Building back better must entail a focus on 

indigenous peoples’ access to health, education, employment and social protection. Crisis response and recovery must 

take into account indigenous peoples’ rights, as well as their own contributions to fighting the pandemic. As stressed 

by ILO Director-General during the UN Biodiversity summit, traditional knowledge plays an important role in shaping 

a recovery rooted in the reconstruction of the relationship between people and nature.  

 

The ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169) and the UN Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples offer a solid framework for transforming the enormous challenges ahead into opportunities. 

Indigenous peoples’ participation in decision-making is indispensable for building and realising shared visions and 

concrete actions. In particular, indigenous women’s leadership should be encouraged and supported, considering their 

central role in combatting intersecting discrimination. 

 

In this spirit and to promote further dialogue on these crucial issues, we cordially invite you to join tomorrow’s virtual 

event “Building back better: Indigenous Peoples’ Voices in the COVID-19 Pandemic” organized by the ILO and 

Indigenous Navigator partners. To register please write to newyork@ilo.org (or register here). 

 

The ILO stands ready to work with its governments, indigenous peoples, workers and employers’ organizations and 

UN partners to make sure that indigenous peoples are not left behind and can play their role as agents of change for 

inclusive and sustainable development. 

 

https://www.ilo.org/global/publications/books/WCMS_735607/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/indigenous-tribal/publications/WCMS_746893/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/indigenous-tribal/publications/WCMS_746893/lang--en/index.htm
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