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The COVID-19 pandemic has been a brutal reminder of the urgent need to reset humankind’s relationship 

with nature. 
 

In the same way the alarming decline in biodiversity threatens our world of work as the land and oceans on 

which it depends face degradation through unsustainable practices. 

 

Our future prosperity, our very survival requires that we act decisively and act now to protect biodiversity. 
As many as 1.2 billion jobs rely directly on ecosystems and the services they provide – be it through the 

provision of food and water, the regulation of our climate system or the control of disease vectors.  

 

So if we are serious about creating decent work for all in line with the Sustainable Development Goals, we 

must not forget that today’s jobs and tomorrow’s depend on preserving ecosystems and are sensitive to the 
loss of biodiversity.  

 

Simply put, without a healthy planet, there can be no productive economies nor decent work.  

 

As we approach the end of the UN Decade on Biodiversity and the beginning of the Decade of Accelerated 

Action for the 2030 Agenda, the world stands closer to a tipping point to existential devastation, far greater 
than the economic damage we face today from the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Recovery from the COVID-19 crisis must be rooted in rebuilding the relationship between people and 

nature.  

 
The ILO Centenary Declaration for the Future of Work underlined the environment as one of the key drivers 

of transformative change in the world of work. It set forth a path towards a just transition to a future of 

work that contributes to sustainable development in its economic, social and environmental dimensions.  

 

The world of work has a critical role to play in shaping human-centred, nature-based solutions that can 
generate jobs, income, reduce poverty, and restore biodiversity and ecosystems. 

  

The ILO, through its work on labour-based approaches, can deploy solutions relying on science and 

technology, as well as the valuable knowledge of indigenous peoples, in harmony with nature.  

 
The message from the ILO is of engagement, to accelerate action on biodiversity, as an integral part of the 

agenda to promote decent work and to advance social justice.  

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/---publ/documents/publication/wcms_628654.pdf


 

 


