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Distinguished Chairperson, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

  

The ILO welcomes the organization of this Ministerial Forum on Social Protection to 

facilitate an exchange of best national and regional practices. The ILO is celebrating this year its 

100 anniversary. Social protection and the right to social security have been an integral element 

of the ILO’s mandate since its creation 100 years ago. Since then, the ILO has supported its 

member states in building their social protection systems and extending coverage. This centenary 

year is a unique opportunity to reaffirm a shared commitment to achieving social justice, notably 

through social protection. 

 

While few countries had social protection systems in place a century ago, today virtually 

all countries do. These systems have in many cases been developed based on the guidance from 

ILO’s international social security standards. The most recently adopted standard is the ILO 

Social Protection Floors Recommendation, which reflects the global commitment to make the 

right to social security a reality for all. Nationally-defined social protection floors guarantee at 

least access to essential health care and basic income security throughout the life course, and will 

ensure progressively wider scope and higher levels of protection.  

 

Despite significant progress in the extension of social protection, the large majority of the global 

population, notably workers in the informal economy, enjoys only limited protection, if any at 

all. The ILO estimates that today more than half of the world’s population, or 4 billion people, 

live without any form of social protection.  This massive social protection gap is not acceptable 

from a human rights perspective. But it is also a missed opportunity from a developmental point 

of view. 

 



 

It is often argued that a social protection floor is not affordable. However ILO cost simulations 

and studies analyzing options to expand fiscal space show that universal social protection floors 

are feasible in the majority of developing countries. While some countries today have the fiscal 

space to develop social protection floors, others will have to gradually extend coverage and 

benefits according to national fiscal capacity, in combination with contributory social insurance 

schemes. 

 

The best justification for universal social protection comes however from the countries 

themselves where the dividends from investments in broad reaching social protection 

programmes have become more and more apparent. Many middle- and some low income 

countries have already successfully achieved universal coverage, providing social protection for 

all in the fields of health, child benefits, maternity benefits, disability or old age pensions. These 

are not pilot programmes with an expiration date. These are not donor-funded benefits that will 

disappear after a project stops. These are nationally-owned and domestically-financed social 

protection schemes operated by reinforced state institutions. This provides a source of inspiration 

to the rest of the world as it shows that expanding coverage to all is not only necessary but also 

feasible. Such progress in building social protection systems demonstrates that our societies can 

afford to provide at least a basic level of social security to all, and to progressively extend the 

scope and level of social security coverage. 

 

The commitment of more and more countries to building social protection systems, including 

floors, is also reflected in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. By establishing 

universal social protection systems, including social protection floors, countries can ensure that 

no one is left behind and that prosperity is shared. 

 

Mister Chair, 

 

The ILO, together with other UN agencies and in collaboration with IFIs, jointed their efforts 

already to support countries in implementing their nationally-defined social protection floors. 

Around 60 UN Social protection teams have been established since 2010 in all different regions 

with the objective to increase cooperation and coordination. 

 

In 2016 the Global Partnership for Universal Social Protection was launched. This partnership 

currently brings together the World Bank and the ILO as co-chairs, with other UN partners and 

the African Union, the European Commission, the Global Coalition for Social Protection Floors, 

IADB, ITUC, OECD, Save the Children, along with Belgian, Finnish, French and German 

cooperation. Many member States are already supporting the Partnership, including Indonesia, 

Paraguay, South Africa and Timor Leste and others continuing to join as the partnership is 

constantly expanding. We encourage Member States to support this Global Partnership in order 



 

to live up the commitment to develop nationally-owned social protection systems for all, 

including floors, as articulated in the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 

I would like to conclude by inviting all of you to a side event we are organizing today in 

collaboration with the Permanent Missions of China, El Salvador, and France. The event will 

start at 1:15 in Conference Room 7 and will focus on “100 Years of Social Protection with the 

ILO”. The event will launch a compendium of 100 country studies, a useful source of good 

practices. The event will be followed by the inauguration of the ILO Exhibition on 100 years of 

social protection, which you can visit the coming 2 weeks here at the UN.  

 

Thank you. 


