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Agency update 11th SPIAC-B meeting, 7th February 2019 
 
UNRISD as an autonomous research institute in the UN contributes to Agenda 2030 for Sustainable 
Development and The Global Partnership for Universal Social Protection 2030 through its research, 
communications and policy engagement activities. 
 

1) In its 2016–2020 Institutional Strategy, UNRISD has positioned the 2030 Agenda front and centre, 
emphasizing the social dimensions while forging strong links to the other two pillars of sustainable 
development. In this way the work of other UN agencies, funds and programmes is complemented 
and fertilized by UNRISD research that works on nexus and transversal issues, plays a strategic 
foresight role, and contributes an evidence base for operations and implementation on the 
ground. 
UNRISD’s 2016 Flagship report on Policy Innovations for Transformative Change: Implementing 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, unpacks the complexities of the 2030 Agenda, 
highlights the interlinkages between different policy areas, and presents innovations and 
pathways to policy change for social, economic and ecological justice. 
UNRISD has collaborated with UNICEF-Office of Research in applying the conceptual framework 
of transformative change to children and youth (publication forthcoming), and with the UNSSC 
through a joint e-learning course (forthcoming). 

 
2) UNRISD carries out research in the areas of Social Dimensions of Sustainable Development, Social 

Policy, and Gender. 

• Research and impact activities in the programme on social dimensions of sustainable 
development focus on sustainable development impact indicators, just transition to a low-
carbon world, and adaptation measures in coastal cities. Several projects focus on the role of 
the so-called social and solidarity economy (SSE) for implementation and localization of the 
SDGs. UNRISD is a founding member and the research coordinator of the UN Inter-Agency 
Task Force on Social and Solidarity Economy (UNTFSSE). 

• Research and impact activities in the social policy programme focus on dissemination of 
research findings from two major projects on New Directions in Social Policy and the Politics 
of Domestic Resource Mobilization for Social Development; recently launched projects 
examine the impact of South-South migration on inequality and development, and the 
political drivers of transformative change in a new research inquiry on Overcoming 
Inequalities in a Fractured World: Between Elite Power and Social Mobilization.  

• Research and impact activities in the gender programme focus on innovations in care policies 
(SDG 5.4), analysis of gender-egalitarian policy change in Asia, and gender analysis of SSE 
practices in Latin America and India. 

 
3) Social protection and human rights. Socialprotection-humanrights.org is a web-based platform 

managed by UNRISD in close collaboration with ILO, with 10 UN agency partners, that is designed 
to provide policy makers and practitioners with a unique combination of resources to improve 
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understanding of the human rights-based approach (HRBA) to social protection. The platform 
contains a wealth of information—over 700 resources; over 250 legal instruments; over 70 legal 
cases; over 60 expert commentaries; and over 25 videos—and offers an inclusive space for 
engagement around experiences, best practices, challenges and innovative solutions. On behalf 
of the platform UNRISD has (co)hosted 11 events in Geneva to coincide with the Human Rights 
Council and has provided numerous briefings to stakeholders.  
 
UNRISD asks UN agency partners of the platform and other SPIAC-B members to consider 
supporting the platform through small annual financial contributions. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Nations Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) 

works to ensure that social equity, inclusion and justice are central to development thinking, policy and 

practice. Established in 1963, UNRISD is an autonomous institute within the UN system dedicated to 

interdisciplinary research and policy analysis on the social dimensions of contemporary development 

issues in the areas of Social Policy, Gender, and Sustainable Development. UNRISD’s small Geneva-

based staff carries out research, communications and policy engagement activities in close 

collaboration with a global network of individuals and institutions to co-create and share knowledge, 

and to shape and shift policy within and beyond the UN system. 
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