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10th SPIAC-B Meeting New York 

Session 2 – Operationalizing USP 2030 

 

Update from the European Commission 

1. VISION 

Since June 2017, Europe has a new European Consensus on Development  

 Its states that SDGs and in particular 1.3. ” are at the heart of EU cooperation development 
policy",  

 enshrines the commitment to promote "adequate (predicatable) and sustainable social 
protection", 

For the EU, it is unmistakably clear that access to Social Protection is a human right.  

I also don’t want to forget to point out that Universal Social Protection is the core building block of 
the European project itself is founded on the promise of  

a. Equal opportunities in accessing labour markets 

b. Fair working conditions 

c. Supporting transition through social protection and inclusion 

This is what we call the European Pillar of Social Rights. EU re-affirmed Mid-November 2017, the 
European Social Summit on Fair Jobs and Growth took place in Gothenburg.  

What President Juncker is proclaiming for Europe, is equally key for the future of all our partner 
countries. ‘A fair and more social world is key in shaping our future. This is what citizens rightly 
expect.’ We owe it to individuals, families and communities still left behind. 

2. What is the EU doing to mainstream social policies in external action?  

A just accomplished Global Evaluation on SP in EU external action concluded that consistent to the 
EU’s focus on poverty and vulnerable/ marginalized populations, the strategic focus of the EU 
support to social protection has concentrated very largely on social assistance and social inclusion. 
In contrast, support to the reform of weak or failing social insurance systems was only limit.  

- Targeted cash transfer programmes are the entry point, but universal social protection is 
the vision that requires our joint efforts. 

- But this does not mean that we lose sight of our aim and commitment to social protection 
systems building. The contribution of our global programmes EU SPS and SOCIEUX+ received 
quite positive feedback in area, where they are active and link up with and support activities 
of other SPIAC-B organization and regional and country level (ILO, UNDP, UNICEF).  

Concerning implementation modalities, the global evaluation in line with "Budget support trends 
and results 2017" concluded that ‘regarding the effectiveness of the EU budget support operations, 
there is no doubt that social protection sectors, but also health and educations, EU operations 
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achieved a higher-than-expected impact in relation to their financial weight’, resulting in 
institutional re-organisation, capacity building, and improved social protection policies. 

3. CONCRETE CONTRIBUTIONS: 

The EU support to social protection aims at by mean of various programmes at global, regional and 
country level 

(1) to scale up the EU support to social protection and continue focussing the EU protection on 
social assistance and social inclusion and at the same time promote a broad and sequenced 
strategic approach with due attention to sustainability;  

(2) to further develop the social protection support in post-conflict and fragile states, humanitarian 
emergencies, and refugee situations;  

(3) to better use budget support, thematic budget lines (human development, food security, 
migration, etc.) and regional programmes to complement bilateral geographic cooperation. 

 

Finally, at the Launch Event of the Global Partnership for USP in Sep 2016, it was the DEVCO 
Director General Stefano MANSERVISI, who asked the initiators ILO and WB for more formalization 
of the USP 2030. Now, as some development partners have made a clear proposal on how this 
could be achieved, the European Commission is ready to join forces in the global partnership on 
Universal Social Protection.  

We will discuss the proposal with the EU MS to bring them on board through a coordination 
mechanism that the last year was led by Germany and SWEDEN will take over soon.  

 

As a first step and in order to keep the momentum, the European Commission offers co-organizing 
and hosting in collaboration with the interim Steering Committee of the USP 2030 Partnership an 
International Conference on this topic to officially launch the announced USP 2030 action plan.  

 


