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7th SPIAC-B MEETING – SUMMARY REPORT 

The meeting was attended by 48 participants representing 27 international organizations, bilateral 
development agencies, social partners, and civil society organizations and was structured in four 
sessions:  
 

1. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: Implementation Plans; 
2. Financing for Development: Unpacking the Addis Ababa Social Protection Deliverable; 
3. Capacity Building, Tools and Knowledge Sharing; 
4. Social Protection in Fragile and Humanitarian Contexts; 

 
In general, there was strong commitment to support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. While 
some agencies are realigning their global strategic policy frameworks and multiyear planning and 
budgeting instruments to reflect the new priorities in a more pro-active way, others are empowering the 
field leadership to react quickly to country requests. Global initiatives, such as the ILO-WB Universal 
Social Protection Initiative, can serve as a platform for joint response. Joint efforts in the areas of 
capacity building (such as the EU SPS project), inter-agency social protection assessment (ISPA) tools and 
knowledge sharing, including through the social protection gateway (www.socialprotection.org), should 
be enhanced and customised to respond to the 2030 Agenda challenges in the area of social protection. 
 
Concerning funding, there was a perception that despite of the important call for investment in 
development issues, including in social protection, donors’ strategies are shifting in the short term 
towards reinforcing support to humanitarian issues, including the refugee’s crisis, and to address climate 
change. Focus has also been given to fragile states. In the discussions leading to the World Humanitarian 
Summit, action by governments and development partners in scaling-up social protection systems in 
crisis-affected areas has been identified as one of the core measures to enhance resilience and 
empower people to cope with shocks. Policy coordination and inter-agency collaboration in this area are 
crucial to build bridges between the short term humanitarian responses and the long term 
developmental prospects. 
 
Summary of key issues discussed and action points: 

Agenda item 
 

Key points and outcomes 

1. The 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development: 
Implementation Plans 

 Social Protection (SP) is a concrete entry point and policy platform to 
address two core principles of the 2030 Agenda: “Leave no one 
behind” and “integrated policy framework for development”. 

 The 2030 Agenda is a call for deepening collaboration, coordination 
and coherence in all thematic areas and the SPIAC-B can play an 
important role in making this happen. 

 Social protection was recognized as a core element across various 



SDGs. However, there is no guarantee that such recognition will be 
translated into immediate SP action at the country level. Given the 
comprehensiveness of the Agenda countries may choose to establish 
priorities and sequence the implementation of goals and targets over 
time. SP joint advocacy is more important than ever to ensure that SP 
measures are included in the national sustainable development plans. 
Joint evidence-based research should be promoted to shed light on 
the SP impact in the economic, social and environmental dimensions 
of social development.  

 The ILO-WB Universal Social Protection Initiative is an excellent 
example of collaboration in the context of the SDGs implementation. 
The next steps will include elaboration of country briefs and 
consolidation of information on how countries expanded SP coverage 
towards universalization, with attention to the architecture of the 
social protection system, coverage/benefits, financing, legal and 
institutional arrangements to understand how universal SP was 
achieved. Agencies were invited to contribute to the initiative. A 
global conference  shall be organized in the second semester of 2016, 
advice is needed on the timing and location. A SPIAC-B publication 
could be one of the outcomes.   

 Contrary to the MDGs (that lacked political traction in the beginning 
and were too siloed), there is strong commitment at the highest levels 
to the SDGs implementation in an integrated way. The 
Mainstreaming, Acceleration and Policy Support (MAPS) will serve as 
a reference guide for the UNDG work at country level in supporting 
the SDGs delivery. Multi-stakeholder alliances and horizontal and 
vertical coordination are needed. The MAPS also include tools to 
budget for the future and monitor the SDGs results. A critical step is 
to promote the alignment between national development strategies 
and the SDGs.  

 Some agencies (FAO, ILO, WFP) are already aligning their 
implementation plans with the SDGs. FAO’s biennial plan includes SP 
as a core tool to promote food security, nutrition and agriculture 
development and therefore to deliver on SDG2. The ILO flagship 
programme on Social Protection Floors has been directed to respond 
to the SDGs implementation and will be further enhanced with the 
development of partnerships, tools and joint UNDG operations at 
country level. Likewise, the WFP’s corporate strategy confirm its focus 
on SDG 2 and consider SP programmes, notably school feeding and 
cash transfer, as a core component of strategies to build resilience 
and preparedness to cope with the impact of crisis. The UNICEF’s 
adopts the life cycle approach with emphasis on children, equity and 
in connecting with other SDGs such as Education, Health and Water 
and Sanitation. 

 The recently launched EU-SPS programme, implemented by the OECD 
and Finland, will strengthen further the country work. The 
implementation phase will assess more thoroughly the needs and 
priorities of 10 countries, including on aspects related to policy 

http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/who-we-are/ilo-director-general/statements-and-speeches/WCMS_378984/lang--en/index.htm


coherence, and conduct research and capacity building activities in 
partnership with national, regional and international institutions. 

 Concerning the reviewing, monitoring and follow up process, all 
inputs prepared by the UN System and Member States shall converge 
to the High Level Political Forum (HLPF) and SPIAC-B could play a role 
in consolidating/analysing information regarding implementation of 
the SP targets. There is a great scope for partnerships in particular in 
the area of joint research. The role of Commission of Social 
Development (CSocD) could be rethought and strengthened to 
support the monitoring of the social SDGs. Accountability mechanisms 
should also be reinforced at the country level. 

 It was suggested that further legislative action at the UN could be 
pursued such as advancing a UN Resolution on Social Protection 
Floors in line with ILO Recommendation 202 and proposing social 
protection as the theme of the next “Decade on Poverty Eradication”.  
 

Suggested action points: 

 To continue sharing information and coordinating plans of SDGs 
implementation. 

 To support the ILO-WB Universal Social Protection initiative and 
engage proactively in its work plan. 

 To integrate the social protection floor initiative into the MAPS 
framework, and continue One-UN country work. 

 To develop cooperation on evidence-based research on the SP 
impacts in the three dimensions of sustainable development, 
including multiplier effects (being compiled on the 
socialprotection.org as a one-stop shop). 

 To position SPIAC-B inputs as part of the SDGs monitoring and follow 
up process leading to the HLPF. 

 To organize a major SP conference in 2016 that will feed into the 
SDG review process. 

 

2. Financing for 
Development: Unpacking 
the Addis Ababa Social 
Protection Deliverable 

 In the Addis Ababa Conference on Financing for Development 
Member States committed to a new social compact, including by 
providing fiscally sustainable and nationally appropriated social 
protection floors and to explore funding possibilities. Further 
elaboration is needed on the language to clarify how this 
commitment will be translated into practice. 

 Country ownership and fiscal sustainability grounded on effective 
and sustainable domestic resources mobilization strategies should 
be at the core of the SP policy design. Low income countries will face 
more constraints in expanding coverage. Reaching out to the 
informal sector is one of the main challenges. Supporting research, 
in particular on the connections between SP and growth, capacity 
building and peer-to-peer review is critical.  

 The Addis outcomes and the SDGs are guided changes in the ODA 
policies implemented by some bilateral agencies. SP remains one of 

http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/who-we-are/ilo-director-general/statements-and-speeches/WCMS_378984/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---soc_sec/documents/publication/wcms_245222.pdf


the 6 priority areas of DFAT (Australia) under the program on 
building resilience. However investments were reallocated to the 
Asian-Pacific region and focused on trade, private sector 
development, infrastructure and gender. The UK new aid strategy 
promotes focus on fragile states and their neighbours and calls for 
enhancing resources to the humanitarian issues (such as the refugee 
crisis and health issues) and to climate change. The strategy also 
favours a SP systems’ approach anchored in domestic finance and 
emphasis on accountability, “leave no one behind” and gender. 

 France renewed its commitment to support the elaboration of tools 
and capacity building both in the areas of social protection floors 
with the ILO and social safety nets with the Bank. Belgium 
emphasized the focus on capacity building, in particular in Africa, 
and highlighted the importance of the digitalization of the SP 
administration and payments. Germany addressed two initiatives 
under its G7 presidency with relevance for social protection: firstly 
the promotion of decent working conditions in global supply chains, 
including the establishment of the Vision Zero Fund to prevent work 
injuries; and secondly the Initiative on Climate Risk Insurance (“G7 
InsuResilience”) to support resilience against climate change related 
disaster risks and to increase access to insurance coverage. With 
regard to coordinating efforts on Universal Health Coverage SPIAC-B 
members were invited to take part in the global initiative to develop 
a road map on Health Systems Strengthening (“Health Systems – 
Healthy Lives”) jointly launched by Germany and WHO during the 
UN SDG Summit in New York. 

 The discussions on financing SP and design should take into account 
the impacts on the labour markets, inequalities and economic 
growth in particular in the context of economies with large informal 
sector. 

 SP international investment in LDCs should be targeted to improving 
design and delivery system, including registries, payment systems, 
MIS, grievance and redress. Fiscal space analysis is of utmost 
importance. 

 
Suggested action points: 

 To provide concrete suggestions on the operationalization of the 
Addis commitments; ensure adequate inclusion of SP in  the 
proposed “new social compact”. 

 To explore ways to scale up SP investment to respond to the SDGs 
implementation. 

 To explore the possibility to establish a SP Multi Donor Trust Fund to 
support start-up funds to expand social protection systems (no 
funding of benefits).  

 

3. Capacity Building, Tools 
and Knowledge Sharing  

 Many Members highlighted the importance of the DFID, GIZ and the 
EU-SPS project's initiative to enhancing capacity building in 



developing countries by learning from the existing experiences, 
drawing on evidence-based research, boosting consistency among 
donors and coordinating with on-going initiatives such as the ISPA 
tools.  

 Progress on the ISPA tools was welcomed. The development of the 
constellation of tools is under way. The website and training 
modules will be launched in early 2016. Advocacy, training materials 
and tools prototypes are under elaboration and the executive group 
will assure quality control. Materials will be socialized internally on 
24 February and senior officials will be encouraged to use it. Training 
will be organized throughout 2016, including face to face and e-
learning. It will target senior officials, senior practitioners and 
junior/middle practitioners. Additional financial resources are 
needed to enhance the process. 

 The knowledge-sharing platform www.socialprotection.org was 
launched in September 2015 and is already used in 92 countries. 
Closed communication within working groups is available and the 
gateway could host interactions on the ISPA tools, e.g. the ISPA 
Working Group on Food Security.  The Gateway is currently financed 
by Australia and Germany, but additional financial resources are 
needed to maintain and enhance the platform. 

 
Suggested action points: 
 Better coordination between capacity building (DFID/GIZ/EU-SPS initiative), 

assessment tools (ISPA) and knowledge sharing (SP Gateway) should be 
envisaged. 

 Commitment to awareness raising and the dissemination of ISPA 
tools on 24 February. 

 Commitment to facilitate the dissemination of contents in the SP 
Gateway. 

 

4. Social Protection in 
Fragile and Humanitarian 
Contexts 

 Social assistance, social insurance and labor market interventions 
can support people affected by disasters, conflict or displacement. 
The adoption of SP measures should be encouraged before, during 
and after an emergency to protect livelihoods, smooth consumption 
and manage risks borne by households.  A number of SP delivery and 
analytical instruments such as cash payment systems, beneficiary 
identification systems, registries, vulnerability analysis, can be used.  

 The World Humanitarian Summit (May 23-24, 2015, Istanbul) will 
provide a platform for enhancing collaboration between the 
humanitarian work and social protection. 

 On mass migration, the average length of time migrants are away 
from home is now 17 years and emergency systems cannot 
adequately deal with long-term problems that are better dealt with 
by development programs. It is expected that that the WHS will 
attempt to reach agreement on approximately 75% of those in 
protracted displacement being transferred over the next 5 years to a 
national social protection system. 

http://www.socialprotection.org/


 Systems based interventions can ensure the response to disasters as 
well as facilitate adaptation/mitigation to climate change. In addition 
to building system, there is also need for: 1. A fast, evidence-based 
decision-making process, 2. A coordinated plan for post-disaster 
action agreed in advance, between ministries; 3. Financing on 
standby to ensure that the plan can be implemented – appropriate 
financing mechanisms. 

 Lessons from the Ebola crisis have shown the limitations of 
operating and crafting rapid emergency responses in countries with 
poor institutions and dysfunctional public sector. 

 
Suggested action points: 

 Need to enhance research and cooperation on SP systems, resilience 
and humanitarian response. 

 A joint SPIAC-B statement will be drafted and presented in the World 
Humanitarian Summit (WB)  

 

5. Other business  The incoming G20 Presidency (China) expressed interest in bringing 
back social protection as a core item of the agenda of the 
Employment Working Group. 

 The SPIAC-B should take into consideration requests to organize its 
2016 meetings in Africa and/or Asia depending on the availability of 
resources. 

 

 


