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Overview:  

As stated in article 1 of the UNFCCC, the adverse effects of climate change will affect the 

composition, resilience or productivity of natural and managed ecosystems or on the 

operation of socio-economic systems or on human health and welfare. 

 

In this sense the work of the task team on social dimensions of climate change (SDCC), 

created under the HLCP Working Group on Climate Change, aims to highlighting socio

economic benefits and impacts of addressing climate change and ensure

vulnerable in the framework of sustainable development and climate change. 

 

With this side event, the task team on SDCC will 

highlight the positive impacts that mitigation and adaptation policies and programmes will 

imply in terms of social dimensions (health, food security, social protection, employment, 

gender equality, population dynamics) and will 

potential negative social impacts of climate interventions.

 

 

Event Outline:   

Moderator:  Ms. Mary Robinson

18.30 Invited countries will be invited to pres

social impacts, climate change response needs and proposed actions in their 

respective countries (5 minutes each).

 

 A UN representative

background paper and the work that the task team on SDCC is doing to 

support countries.

 

Moderated i

 

Summary: 
Article 4 of UNFCCC: "All parties shall: 

(f) Take climate change considerations into account, to the extent feasible, in their relevant social, economic and 

environmental policies and actions, and employ appropriate methods, for example impact assessments, 

formulated and determined nationally, with a view to 

health and on the quality of the environment, of projects or measures undertaken by them to mitigate or adapt 

to climate change”. 

 

According to article 4.f. of the UNFCCC

initiatives shall assess its social benefits or negative impacts together with environmental 
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ate change considerations into account, to the extent feasible, in their relevant social, economic and 

environmental policies and actions, and employ appropriate methods, for example impact assessments, 

formulated and determined nationally, with a view to minimizing adverse effects on the economy, on public 
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and economic considerations. The overall goal of the side event is to raise awareness among 

Parties and civil society about the importance of considering social dimensions when 

developing impact assessments and base decisions not only on potential economic and 

environmental impacts. Therefore, it is intended to focus climate change action on social 

impacts and opportunities, from the design phase to implementation and monitoring. 

 

Participants in the side-event will present in an integrated way their experience and 

knowledge about the social impacts dimensions of mitigation and adaptation policies and 

programmes. 

 

Recommendations will be provided on how the UN system can more effectively support  

Member States to ensure that climate-related policies and measures simultaneously provide 

better living conditions for the whole society and translate into more decent work, better 

health, adequate housing, education, gender equality, food security, protection of human 

rights, social protection for the most vulnerable, and ultimately contributing to poverty 

reduction and sustainable development, ensuring equitable low carbon development 

processes.  

 

Expected outcome 

• To ensure that climate negotiators , policy makers in general are well informed and ready 

to take social concerns fully into account in the climate negotiations as wells as in climate-

related policy decisions and implementation.  

• To ensure that climate negotiators, policy makers and civil society are well informed of UN 

support  in the inclusion of social considerations in impact assessments of mitigation and 

adaptation policies and programmes. 

• To provide UN-wide significant strategies and experiences to enhance the consideration of 

social dimensions in adaptation and mitigation policies and programmes.  

 

Resources:  

Fact Sheet: Social Dimension of Climate Change: A People Centered Approach (PDF) 

Acting on Climate Change: the UN System delivering as ONE (PDF) 

The United Nations system is delivering as ONE  

http://www.unsceb.org/ceb/priorities/climate-change/climate-change/ 

 


