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Opening Remarks by Mr Bill Salter  

Director, ILO Subregional Office for for East Asia 

 

 

At the Inaugural Session 

Stakeholder Workshop for the Finalization of a Strategic Plan for TBP Phase II in Cambodia 

31 March 2008 

Apsara Angkor Hotel, Siem Reap, Cambodia 

 
 

Your Excellency Mr. Vong Sauth, Minister, Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training 

Your Excellency Mr. Im Mara, Deputy Governor Siem Reap and Representative of H.E. the Governor  

Your Excellency Ms. Prak Chanda, Secretary of State, Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training, and 

Chairperson of the National Sub Committee on Child Labour 

Your Excellency Mr. Kem Gunnawath, Director General Ministry of Information and Government 

Spokesperson on Child Labour  

Representatives of Employers' and Workers' Organisations  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

 

About the workshop 

 

The number of participants at the workshop was quite impressive. Importantly the participants are 

drawn from a wide geographical swathe of the country. There are representatives of 15 out the 24 

provinces present here and that represents about 2/3rds of the country. Indeed this is a good beginning 

when are intending to scale up national efforts for the elimination of child labour in Cambodia.  

 

The participants have been drawn from a wide segment of governance, not only from the Ministry 

of Labour and Vocational Training, but also the Ministry of Information (thank you Your Excellency Mr. 

Gunawath for your presence, and for your very important inputs into the workshop), the Ministry of 

Education, Youth and Sports, the Ministry of Women's Affairs, the Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans and 

Youth Rehabilitation. This encourages the inter ministerial approach to ending child labour, which would 

continue to be the focus of ILO work in the country in the next years. 

 

At the same time, there was strong representation from the Provincial Governance and from the 

Provincial and Municipal Departments of Government, not only from the Departments of Labour, but from 

other associated Departments. 

 

I am particularly happy to note the presence and full participation of Employers' and Workers' 

Organisations. Their presence is evidence that the work that we have done in Cambodia on child labour 

has helped in initiating the mobilization of workers and employers on the issue of child labour. I have no 

doubt that it is only with the support of employers' and workers' organisations that we can achieve the 

goal of ending all the WFCL by 2016. 

 

The presence of NGOs, and Civil Society organisations etc. in the workshop further broad bases 

the partnership that is being developed in the country against child labour and gave a truly multi 

stakeholder basis to the deliberations of the last two days. 

 

The participation in the workshop has also covered various levels and hierarchies. From the 

Minister who is present here today, to the Secretary of State, to Director General, to Deputy Governors, to 

Directors of Departments of Ministries, to Directors of Provincial Departments, to heads of Trade Unions 

and trade union workers at the provincial levels, to employer representatives at national and provincial 

level, to representatives of districts, to commune council leaders to activists at the grass roots level, the 

participation at the workshop has brought together decision makers and implementers at various levels of 

leadership. 
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The discussions at the workshop have been rich and creative and have gone into issues in depth.  

I was particularly impressed at the level of participation in the Group Work, and in the plenary sessions.   

I was happy to see that every participant seems to have had her or his say into the deliberations and have 

therefore fed into the strategies for the work ahead in some important way. I believe they have provided 

very valuable inputs to the design of the Phase II and the outcome of the deliberations today will enrich 

the Project Document for Phase II. These inputs will no doubt lead to the design of a good Project 

Document which would be acceptable to our donors and towards putting the country firmly on the road to 

ending the Worst Forms of Child Labour within a decade.  

 

 

 

ILO's Support to Cambodia in Achieving the National and Global Targets on Child Labour 

 

The Decent Work Country Programme DWCP in Cambodia has included child labour as an outcome 

and as a key indicator. In every sense therefore, child labour is a key factor for the ILO if its DWCP 

outcomes are to be achieved in Cambodia. Therefore the elimination of child labour is not only an 

important work of IPEC, but for us in the SRO, it is a key aspect of ILO's work in Cambodia. 

 

And therefore from the SRO we would only be happy to take all possible initiatives to support the 

national efforts to eliminate child labour in Cambodia. We would particularly initiate steps for encouraging 

donors to support child labour. Towards this I also propose soon to meet with possible donors in Cambodia 

personally to persuade them to bring a strong focus on child labour in their funding portfolio for 

Cambodia. 

 

ILO also proposes to take the initiative to set up a Donors Forum on Child Labour in Cambodia. 

And towards t his we would like to invite about a dozen donors who are already funding Cambodia on 

other issues to set up an institutionalized mechanism for channelling funding on CL. Such a Donor Forum 

can only be set u with the support of the Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training and the Royal 

Government of Cambodia.  I would seek the support of the Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training and 

other relevant ministries to support the setting up of a Donor Forum on Child Labour.  

 

 

 

Further steps that the ILO would encourage the RGC to take on the elimination of Child Labour 

 

Any support that ILO gives can achieve its aims only if there is counter part response from the 

country itself. And therefore I would like to also highlight a few areas where the ILO would like to see 

counter part response from the Country. 

 

The ILO would of courage the RGC to continue to its strong support to the elimination of child 

labour, and particularly for ending the WFCL by 2016. 

 

In order to do so, I would like to highlight here the need to expedite the endorsement of the 

National Plan of Action on the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour. I understand that the 

Council of Ministers is at an advanced stage of such endorsement. But I would like to point out that it 

would be only appropriate that before we submit the Project Document on Phase II to the US Department 

of Labour and before we go to possible donors with the idea of a Donor Group Meeting, the National Plan 

of Action is endorsed by the RGC. I would request HE Mr. Vong Sauth, Minister to kindly take all possible 

steps, to expedite the approval process. 

 

At the same time, the commitment of the RGC to end child labour needs to be expressed also in 

terms of the resources that the country allocates to the elimination of child labour. I would then like to 

emphasize here the need for the RGC to allocate resources in the national budget for the elimination of 

child labour. Indeed there is already a degree of funding coming in from the national budget for the 

elimination of child labour, such as towards supporting the Department of Child Labour etc. However there 

is need for further funding on Child Labour in the budget of the RGC. This could take various forms but 

some of it would have to perhaps for some project or programme initiatives on Child Labour. The amounts 

set apart for such small Projects or Programmes on Child Labour in the country's budget may be modest 

in the beginning, but such a beginning will no doubt send out a strong message on the commitment of the 

country to end child labour. With the economic situation of the country continuing to improve, such a  
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budgetary support for child labour would not be as difficult as it perhaps was in the past. On the other 

hand such a budget allocation on Child Labour, would no doubt further encourage donors to fund the 

Cambodian initiatives on child labour.  

 

Another area where the RGC could play a stronger role would be in the application of policies on 

child labour and in the enforcement of laws on child labour. The policy regime on government is fairly 

strong already. But it application continues to be poor. So too particularly the enforcement of laws on child 

labour. It would be good to see greater efforts being taken for by the Royal Government in the application 

of policy and particularly by the Ministry of Labour in the enforcement of laws. 

 

I was very happy to hear the statement made by the Director General TVK, yesterday on the need 

to create greater awareness on child labour within the country. I would request that the Ministry of 

Information continue to take a leadership role in this area and give the media in the country - the print, 

visual and audio media - the guidance and leadership to expand the work being done in advocating 

against child labour. Much of the work that remains to be done can be expedited if the concerns on child 

labour are fully understood and absorbed by the ordinary people of the country. 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

And in conclusion let me reiterate that with the support of the Royal Government of Cambodia and 

the commitment of everyone present here and all other stakeholders in the country, Destination 2016 

will be reached in Cambodia. I would also express the hope that in doing so, the country would be setting 

an example to other countries similarly placed showing that, with the right combination of commitment 

and external support, even an emerging and weak economy like yours can achieve the Global Goal of 

Eliminating the WFCL by 2016.   

 

 

Thank you for your attention. 


