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Moderators’ Bios 

 

Prof Gulshan Sachdeva is Jean Monnet Chair and Director, Europe Area 
Studies Programme, School of International Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU), New Delhi. He is also Editor-in-Chief of International 
Studies. He headed the ADB and the Asia Foundation projects at the 
Afghanistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kabul (2006-2010).  Earlier he 
was Chairperson, Centre for European Studies and Director Energy 
Studies Programme at JNU. His research interests include the European 
Union, Eurasian integration, Afghanistan, development cooperation and 

energy security. He was Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) Chair on Contemporary 
India at the University of Leuven; and Visiting Professor at the University of Warsaw, University 
of Trento, University of Antwerp, Corvinus University of Budapest and Mykolas Romers 
University, Vilnius. He has written many project reports for industry and government ministries 
and published more than 100 research papers in academic journals and edited books. His recent 
publications include India in a Reconnecting Eurasia (Washington: CSIS, 2016) and Evaluation of the 
EU-India Strategic Partnership and the Potential for its Revitalization (Brussels: European Parliament, 
2015). He is a regular contributor to print and broadcast media on both economic and security 
issues. He holds PhD in Economics from the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. 

 

 Mr Martijn Pluim started his career with ICMPD in 1999 after writing 
his thesis about the role of informal migration dialogues in policy 
harmonisation. As project manager, he worked among others on 
protection, fight against trafficking, border management and coordinated 
the work on the Budapest Process working group on the nexus between 
irregular migration and asylum. From 2005 to 2007, he worked at the 
European Commission (DG AidCo) in the Quality Support Unit, 
supporting EU Delegations on project related to border management, 
trafficking in human beings and long-term displacement. He returned to 

ICMPD in 2007 as Director in charge of Capacity Building and Operations. Between 2010 and 
2016, he was the ICMPD Director for the Eastern Dimension. As well as overseeing ICMPD’s 
capacity-building projects in Eastern Europe and Asia, he also supervised the Secretariats for both 
the Prague and Budapest Processes, including the latter’s reorientation towards the Silk Routes 
countries. Presently, as ICMPD Director for Migration Dialogues and Cooperation, he is in charge 
of all ICMPD operational projects globally (50+ projects, 200+ staff, 17 locations), covering all 
thematic areas of migration. In his present role, he also coordinates the teams that support all 
informal intergovernmental migration dialogues supported by ICMPD. These include the Prague 
Process, the Budapest Process, the Khartoum Process, the Rabat Process and the EU-Africa 
continental dialogue. He also supervises ICMPD’s support to the post-Valetta process as well as 
the support projects for the EU-India migration dialogue and Iran. 



Dr Constantino Xavier is a Fellow in Foreign Policy Studies at Brookings 
India in New Delhi and the Brookings Institution in Washington DC. He 
researches on India’s foreign and security policies as a regional power, with 
a focus on institutions and decision-making processes, and also on relations 
with Europe. Xavier’s research also focuses on how India’s democratic 
values and institutions influence its external engagements and its relations 
with other democratic powers. 

Previously, he worked at the Brookings Institution, in Washington DC, as 
a media correspondent in South Asia, and as an adviser to the Embassy of Portugal in New Delhi 
during the presidency of the European Union. He held fellowships at the Institute for Defence 
Studies and Analyses and the Observer Research Foundation, in New Delhi, and received research 
awards from the United States Fulbright program and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations. 
Xavier holds a Ph.D. in South Asian studies from the Johns Hopkins University, School of 
Advanced International Studies. 

 

 

 

 


