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CO-OPERATION

The Co-operative Societies of Japan

RS

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT

ICO-OPERATIVE societies in Japan date from about 1892

and were first constituted at the instance of such

men as the late Viscount Shinagawa and Viscount
[Hirata. A great impetus was given to the co-operative
movement in 1900, when the laws regulating the constitution
of co-operative societies were promulgated. Thenceforward
these societies increased in number and prosperity, until at
the present time there are over 13,000 in Japan, and the
cities, towns, and villages in which such organizations are

Jfound number over 12,000. There are, it is true, as yet many

districts without co-operative societies, but in some cases
several organizations are found in the same city, town, or
village. On the whole, however, considering the number
of years in which the movement has been in progress, its
development in all the principal cities and towns must be
taken as rather encouraging. On examination into the
present condition of specific societies, it may perhaps be
found that some are not as active as might be expected; while
others may even be said to be practically dormant, so that
much yet remains to be done. Be that as it may, the whole
system is fast passing from a preliminary stage into the stage
of efficient work.

In looking over the whole situation up to the present
time, we notice that the most numerous have been the Credit
Societies. Next come the Purchase Societies, of which those
for the purchase of manure head the list. About 209, of
the total amount of manure used in agriculture at the end
of 1918 was purchased through the medinm of these societies.
The Government is also lending assistance to agricultural ware-
housing by means of subsidies, and it is hoped that a further
development by the Co-operative Societies of this branch
of the work will prove helpful to the farming community.
With regard to Consumers’ (Purchase) co-operative societies,
the movement has of late gained in activity, especially in

great urban centres, in consequence of the high cost of living.
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