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L A total of 63,251 victims were detected in 106 countries and territories between 2012 and 2014. Based
on the 17,752 victims detected in 85 countries in 2014 for which sex and age were reported, a clear
majority were females — adult women and girls — comprising some 70 per cent of the total number of
detected victims. UNODC, Global Report on Trafficking in Persons, Vienna, 2016, 23.

2 Estimates of children in forced labour exploitation, and of all victims of forced sexual exploitation,
made use of administrative data held by the IOM on all reported cases of human trafficking since 2012.
3 Methodology of the global estimates of modern slavery: forced labour and forced marriage.
International Labour Organization (ILO) and Walk Free Foundation, Geneva, 2017

4 International Labour Organization, Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29).

5 |LO: Hard to see, harder to count: survey guidelines to estimate forced labour of adults and children,
Geneva, 2012.

® The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights has noted, “Women and girls in situations of
child and forced marriage may experience conditions inside a marriage which meet ‘international legal
definitions of slavery and slavery-like practices’ including servile marriage, sexual slavery, child
servitude, child trafficking and forced labour ---.” United Nations General Assembly, Preventing and
Eliminating Child, Early and Forced Marriage, Report of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, A/HRC/26/22, 2 April 2014,
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session26/ _layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?-
sourcedoc=/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/ Session26/Documents/A-HRC-26-
22_en.doc&action=default&DefaultltemOpen=1.

7 According to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the Committee
on the Rights of the Child, “A child marriage is considered to be a form of forced marriage, given that
one and/or both parties have not expressed full, free and informed consent. As a matter of respecting the
child’s evolving capacities and autonomy in making decisions that affect her or his life, a marriage of a
mature, capable child below 18 years of age may be allowed in exceptional circumstances, provided that
the child is at least 16 years of age and that such decisions are made by a judge based on legitimate
exceptional grounds defined by law and on the evidence of maturity, without deference to culture and
tradition.” Source: Joint general recommendation No. 31 of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women/general comment No. 18 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on
harmful practices, 14 November 2014 (CEDAW/C/ GC/31-CRC/C/GC/18).

8 This is the position taken by the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and
the Committee on the Rights of the Child, with some exceptions allowed in exceptional circumstances for
children aged at least 16 years. See: Joint general recommendation No. 31 of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women/general comment No. 18 of the Committee on the Rights
of the Child on harmful practices, 14 November 2014 (CEDAW/C/GC/31-CRC/C/GC/18).

% Supplementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Institutions and Practices
Similar to Slavery, Adopted by a Conference of Plenipotentiaries convened by Economic and Social
Council resolution 608(XX1) of 30 April 1956 and done at Geneva on 7 September 1956.

10 For a detailed discussion of this point, see Methodology of the global estimates of modern slavery:
forced labour and forced marriage, International Labour Organization (ILO) and Walk Free Foundation,
Geneva, 2017.

11 For example, only two national surveys were undertaken in the Arab States, and none in the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) countries, despite the incidence of forced labour reported by different sources in
such sectors as domestic work and construction in the GCC countries. The regional estimate for Arab
States is therefore built mainly from respondents who were interviewed in their country of residence and
reported about their forced labour situation while working in that region. It is likely that this led to
underestimating the extent of modern slavery in this region. Moreover, the estimates of forced sexual
exploitation and forced labour of children were based on the IOM database of registered victims and the
regional distribution of registered victims reflects where IOM has programming to provide direct
assistance to victims of trafficking. This has historically led to an overrepresentation of Europe, in
particular Eastern Europe, and underrepresentation of Latin America where IOM has fewer direct
assistance activities for victims of trafficking. The figures on prevalence are inevitably more robust in
regions where more survey work has been conducted, and databases are more developed, at the national
level.
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12 See Emma Psaila, Vanessa Leigh, Marilena Verbari, Sara Fiorentini et al., Forced Marriage from a
gender perspective, (European Parliament, 2016), pp. 60— 68, [accessed 13 Apr. 2016],
http://www.europarl. europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/556926/ IPOL_STU(2016)556926 EN.pdf.
13 This comprised all forced labour imposed by private agents other than for commercial sexual
exploitation. It included, among other things, bonded labour, forced domestic work, and forced labour in
agriculture and remote rural areas.

14 This included women and men who have involuntarily entered a form of commercial sexual
exploitation, or who have entered this form of forced labour voluntarily but cannot leave. It also included
all children who are in commercial sex activities.

15 This included forced labour exacted by the military, compulsory participation in public works, and
forced prison labour, which included not only forced labour camps but also work imposed in modern
semi-privatized or fully privatized prisons.

16 Defined as “all work or service which is exacted from any person under the menace of any penalty and
for which the said person has not offered himself voluntarily”. See International Labour Organization,
Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29), http:// www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?2p=NORMLEXPU -
B:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C029.

17 Only international migration was measured through the household surveys. The location of forced
marriage was also not captured.

18 In particular, the estimate relating to forced sexual exploitation is drawn from the IOM database, while
the estimate relating to forced labour exploitation is based on national datasets and the estimate relating to
state-imposed forced labour is based on the analysis of secondary sources collected by the ILO.

19 |OM: IOM Global Compact Thematic Paper: Combating Trafficking in Persons and Contemporary
Forms of Slavery (2017), https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/ODG/GCM/IOM-Thematic-
Paper-Trafficking-in-persons.pdf.

20 |LO: Addressing governance challenges in a changing labour migration landscape, Report 1V,
International Labour Conference, 106th Session (2017).

2L UNODC, Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2016.

22 |OM: Flow Monitoring Surveys: The Human Trafficking and Other Exploitative Practices Prevalence
Indication Survey, June 2017, http://migration.iom.int/europe/.

23 UNICEF and IOM: Harrowing Journeys: Children on the Move Across the Mediterranean Sea, at Risk
of Trafficking and Exploitation (2017),
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/press_release/file/Harrowing_Journeys_Children_and_youth on t
he_ move_across_the_Mediterranean.pdf

24 Information on the industry was available for 65 per cent of total cases of forced labour exploitation.

% |LO: Global Estimates on Migrant Workers: Results and Methodology: Special focus on migrant
domestic workers, ILO, Geneva, 2015.

% Marie José Tayah, Decent Work for Migrant Domestic Workers: Moving the Agenda Forward. ILO,
Geneva, 2016.

27

28 D. Shields, World Disposable Gloves Market - Opportunities and Forecasts, 2013-2020, Portland,
USA. Allied Market Research, 2014, quoted in In good hands, Tacking labour rights concerns in the
manufacture of medical gloves, British Medical Association, BMA Medical Fair and Ethical Trade
Group, European Working Group on Ethical Public Procurement, 2016.

29 |LO: Hard to see, harder to count: Survey guidelines to estimate the forced labour of adults and
children”, ILO, 2012. The guidelines share the ILO experience gained from quantitative surveys of
forced labour at the country level. The indicators are broadly grouped under the three dimensions of
unfree recruitment, work and life under duress, and impossibility of leaving the employer.

30 Report of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary manifestations of slavery, its causes and
consequences, United Nations Human Rights Council, thirty-third session, Agenda item 3, July 2016 (UN
Doc. A/HRC/33/46).

31 South Asian laws generally define bonded labour systems as those where workers provide work or
services to a landlord or employer in exchange for a monetary advance and incur restrictions on their
freedom of movement or occupation until this debt has been worked off. The concept therefore overlaps
with, but is not the same as, debt bondage, which is defined in the United Nations Supplementary
Convention on Slavery, the Slave Trade and Institutions and Practices Similar to Slavery (1956) as “the
status or condition arising from a pledge by a debtor of his personal services or those of a debtor under his
control as security for a debt, if the value of those services as reasonably assessed is not applied towards
the liquidation of the debt or the length and nature of those services are not respectively limited and
defined”. The Supplementary Convention also refers to debt bondage as a “servile status” and requires
member States to carry out national measures to abolish its practice.
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32 These estimates, however, should be interpreted with caution, particularly as the regional distribution of
victims in the IOM database used in the methodology reflects where IOM has programming to provide
direct assistance to victims of trafficking.

33 As explained in the methodology annex, this figure is derived from examination of specific cases across
countries, representing different types of forced labour imposed by the State.

3 With regard to abuse of conscription, the estimate does not cover recruitment of children for armed
services.

35 More information is available through reports from the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary
Detention.

3 In 2006, the United Nations Secretary-General stated, “A forced marriage is one lacking the free and
valid consent of at least one of the parties”. In-depth study on all forms of violence against women. Report
of the Secretary-General, UN document A/61/122/ Add.1.

37 The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights has noted, “Women and girls in situations of
child and forced marriage may experience conditions inside a marriage which meet “international legal
definitions of slavery and slavery-like practices” including servile marriage, sexual slavery, child
servitude, child trafficking and forced labour ---.” United Nations General Assembly, Preventing and
Eliminating Child, Early and Forced Marriage, Report of the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, A/HRC/26/22, 2 April 2014:http://
www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session26/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?-
sourcedoc=/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/ Session26/Documents/A-HRC-26-
22_en.doc&action=default&DefaultlitemOpen=1.

3 Forced marriage is estimated based on national household surveys conducted in 48 countries, involved
interviews with over 71,000 respondents aged 15 years or older. See methodological annex for further
details.

39

40 See Emma Psaila, Vanessa Leigh, Marilena Verbari, Sara Fiorentini et al., Forced Marriage from a
gender perspective, (European Parliament, 2016), pp. 60-68, accessed 13/04/2016, http://www.europarl.
europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/556926/ IPOL_STU(2016)556926 EN.pdf.

41 These consist of coercing a widow to marry a relative of her deceased husband.

42 UNODC, Op. Cit., as above

4 UNODC, Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 2016.

4 According to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the Committee
on the Rights of the Child, “A child marriage is considered to be a form of forced marriage, given that
one and/or both parties have not expressed full, free and informed consent. As a matter of respecting the
child’s evolving capacities and autonomy in making decisions that affect her or his life, a marriage of a
mature, capable child below 18 years of age may be allowed in exceptional circumstances, provided that
the child is at least 16 years of age and that such decisions are made by a judge based on legitimate
exceptional grounds defined by law and on the evidence of maturity, without deference to culture and
tradition.” Source: Joint general recommendation No. 31 of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women/general comment No. 18 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on
harmful practices, 14 November 2014 (CEDAW/C/ GC/31-CRC/C/GC/18).

45 Social protection, or social security, is a human right and is defined as the set of policies and
programmes designed to reduce and prevent poverty and vulnerability throughout the life cycle. Social
protection includes nine policy areas: child and family benefits, maternity protection, unemployment
support, employment injury benefits, sickness benefits, health protection, old-age benefits, disability
benefits, and survivors’ benefits. Social protection systems address all these policy areas by a mix of
contributory schemes (social insurance) and non-contributory tax-financed benefits, including social
assistance. Social protection floors are nationally defined sets of basic social security guarantees that
should ensure, as a minimum, that over the life cycle, all in need have access to essential health care and
to basic income security, which together secure effective access to goods and services defined as
necessary at the national level. See http://www.ilo.org/secsoc/ areas-of-work/policy-development-and-
applied-research/social-protection-floor/lang--ja/index.htm.

46 The ILO Social Protection Floors Recommendation, 2012 (No. 202) provides a key framework for
ensuring social protection for all.

47 The Global Compact for Migration aims to provide for an overarching framework. See also: New York
Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, 2016.

48 Trafficking for the purpose of forced labour is covered by the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Persons (2000) and the ILO Protocol of 2014 to the Forced Labour Convention,
1930.
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49 SDG Target 8.7 calls for “immediate and effective measures to eradicate forced labour, end modern
slavery and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child
labour, including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child labour in all its forms.”

%0 See for example “The Promising Practices Database”, a systematic review of these evaluations helps to
identify some of these lessons about what works, and just as importantly, what doesn’t work to eradicate
modern slavery. See www.walkfreefoundation.org/resources for more information.

51 Methodology of the global estimates of modern slavery: Forced labour and forced marriage.
International Labour Organisation and Walk Free Foundation, Geneva, 2017

52 Note that while the methodology assumes the set of surveys constitutes a random sample of countries,
in reality the survey countries were selected for specific reasons. So the assumption is made but is not
realized.

53 Regression models are used to assess the nature of a relationship between an outcome variable and one
or more independent variables.
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