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50 for Freedom 
Call on government to 
ratify ILO’s Protocol 
on Forced Labour 

 

The International Labour 
Organization's Protocol on 
Forced Labour is a legally-
binding treaty that requires 
governments to take new 
measures to tackle modern 
slavery in all its forms. It 
works on three main levels: 
protection, prevention and 
compensation. As an 
international treaty, countries 
must first ratify the Protocol 
before it enters into force.  

To learn more about how you 
can help, please visit: 
www.50forfreedom.org  

TACKLE IS FUNDED BY THE 
EUROPEAN UNION 

FTUC launches child labour guide 
The Fiji Trade Union Congress (FTUC) 
and the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) launched a resource 
guide for trade unions on child labour 
on 21 November, 2015. The booklet, 
titled ‘A Trade Union Guide to 
Eliminating Child Labour in Fiji’ is a 
practical resource guide to be used by 
trade union members to assist in the 
fight against child labour.  

Speaking at the launch, Fiji Teachers 
Union (FTU) General Secretary Mr. 
Agni Deo Singh highlighted the guide 
as a collaborative effort between the 
FTUC and ILO. “This guide for trade 
unions has been the realization of work 
on child labour throughout this year 
which trade union members have 
greatly contributed to. It also 
encompasses the work that the FTUC 
has been doing in trying to raise 
awareness on child labour with its 
members as well as in the community 
at large.  
FTUC has worked on child labour 
issues with ILO on the Tackling Child 
Labour through Education (TACKLE) 
Project since 2008 and we are grateful 
to the European Union for funding this 
work. Through that funding, FTUC was 
able to assist 1,000 children who were 

involved in or at 
risk of child 
labour and we 
look forward to 
continuing this 
work”.  

FTUC highlighted 
that child labour 
continued to be 
an issue in the 
informal sectors 
and this 
remained a 
challenging area for unions to address 
given the difficulty in organizing unions 
in these areas.  
ILO Officer-In-Charge Mr. Satoshi 
Sasaki noted that although international 
targets had been set for the elimination 
of child labour, this would not be 
achieved. He called for a more 
concerted effort from all stakeholders to 
eliminate child labour.  

The TACKLE project has contributed 
towards capacity development on 
eliminating child labour with key  
stakeholders and assisted government 
in setting up a Child Labour Unit at the 
Ministry of Employment to coordinate 
and lead action against child labour. 

The Minister for Women, Children and 
Poverty Alleviation Hon. Rosy Akbar 
launched the Inter Agency Guidelines 
on Child Protection marking this as a 
significant achievement in the efforts to 
eliminate violence against children. 
“We acknowledge the hard work of the 
National Coordinating Committee on 
Children (NCCC) and the various Minis-
tries and Fiji Police Force who are here 
today to sign these Guidelines in get-
ting us to this point. Over the years 
there has been an increase of child 
abuse and neglect cases as well as in 
the reporting of such cases. Child vic-
tims need to receive the best coordinat-
ed services to help them be empow-
ered and fit in society.” 

The guidelines also address child la-
bour issues in schools around the 
country and provide procedures to be 
followed in resolving these matters.  
These guidelines also aim to provide 
an understanding of; (a) organizations’ 
roles and responsibilities when engag-
ing with a case of suspected child 
abuse and neglect, (b) individuals’ re-
sponsibilities when engaging with a 
case of suspected child abuse and ne-
glect, (c) how organizations are re-
quired and expected to interact when 
engaged in a suspected case of child 
abuse and neglect, and (d) where to 
access information on individual or or-
ganizational roles and responsibilities. 
 

Inter Agency Guidelines on Child Protec-
tion Launched 
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HoH continues CSEC and Trafficking Safety Net pro-
gramme, launches guides 

The Foundation for Rural Integrated 
Enterprises & Development 
(FRIEND) has called for a complete 
ban on the use of pesticides in Fiji 
sighting research by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) confirming that 
pesticide use may lead to cancer. 

Speaking at the “Launch of the 
Campaign Against Pesticides for 
Public Health”, Director for FRIEND 
Sashi Kiran, highlighted the need for 
stringent laws and policies for the 
importation of pesticides in Fiji. 
“There are numerous pesticides that 
are banned in Europe and America 
because these have been shown to 
be carcinogenic. Research has 
shown that some of the pesticides 
that have sufficient evidence to cause 
cancer in animals and are probably 
carcinogenic to humans are not only 
readily available in Fiji but is almost a 
household item in rural homes. 
These pesticides are inclusive of 
Paraquat and Glysophate, available 
in Fiji under the names of ‘Round Up’ 
and ‘Rambo’. Acephate, the active 
ingredient in orthene is also reported 
to be carcinogenic to humans. 
Orthene is a very well known and 
widely used  insecticide in Fiji. Many 

market vendors dip their vegetables 
in this substance to kill insects to sell 
fresh produce which in turn is very 
dangerous for consumers.” 

FRIEND associate director Doctor 
Jone Hawea speaking at the launch 
said, “Existing regulations need to be 
reviewed and we want to get to the 
Prime Minister’s Office to act on 
these regulations. The use of 
pesticides is a major concern 
because there is high usage by 
people and there is no monitoring 
institution. These pesticides cause 
cancer and other non-communicable 
diseases.” 

The World Health Organization has 
banned Paraquat and countries 
around the world are banning 
Glyphosate for their known 
associations with cancer. Both these 
chemicals as well as other pesticides 
associated with cancer are readily 
available in Fiji and farmers use 
these without the use of any 
protective gear. Women and children 
are exposed to these chemicals on a 
regular basis.  

The ILO is also working on 
eliminating child labour from 

agriculture with latest estimates 
indicating that there are 65 Million 
children engaged in agriculture.  

The ILO has also collaborated with 
the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) to develop an 
awareness guidebook for facilitators 
to use in the field. The guidebook 
provides practical examples and 
activities that can be conducted with 
children and communities alike to 
educate them on how to identify and 
minimise risk of exposure to harmful 
chemicals. The ILO Office for Pacific 
Island Countries and TACKLE also 
contributed to the development of this 
guidebook by providing technical 
input on adapting the guide.  

Campaign launched to ban pesticides - risk of cancer 

In a boost to work on removing 
children from Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation and Trafficking, Homes 
of Hope (HoH) Fiji has secured 
funding to continue work on the 
Safety Nets Project. 

“Creating Safety Nets for Children in 
Commercial Sexual Exploitation and 
Trafficking in Fiji” was a European 
Union funded project with technical 
support provided by the ILO/EU 
funded TACKLE Project. Through 
the 4 year Project, HOH has 
provided assistance to over 100 
children in commercial sexual 
exploitation and trafficking in Fiji, 
and provided them with counselling 
support, education reintegration and 
employment training. 

HOH Co-Director Lynnie Roche said 
that the new funding from a New 
Zealand based organization would 
ensure that the HOH was able to 
retain its project staff as well as 
continue and build on the initiatives 
of the Safety Nets Project. “We are 

very grateful for the funding received 
and are working hard to ensure that 
this is renewed further in the years 
to come. The project as well as the 
children involved have come a long 
way and we have done such great 
work with them and we are looking 
forward to providing them with more 
opportunities going forward.” 

HOH has also launched 3 guide 
books  produced as an outcome of 
the project to ensure that young 
people, facilitators as well as 
children were aware of how to 
identify and deal with cases of 
CSEC and abuse.  

Thumbs Up! Preventing Sexual 
Abuse of Young Children” is a three 
week curriculum created for 
preschool and early primary school 
carers to teach on the prevention of 
sexual abuse.  

The resource manual “Bravehearts: 
Stand Up Against Child Sexual 
Exploitation and Trafficking- 
Lessons for Youth” is designed for 

work with young people. The “Risk 
Indicators For Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of Children” is a 
resource designed for use by 
anyone working with children, from 
social workers, police to community 
gatekeepers, it provides a list of 
indicators that can be used to 
identify children involved or at risk of 
CSEC or Trafficking. 

HOH Co-Director Lynnie Roche with Chief 
Guest from the European Union, Deputy 
Head of Delegation Mr. Johnny Engell-Hansen 
with the three guide on CSEC and Trafficking 
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Children still involved in illicit activities - research 
Participants at the Inter Agency Child 
Labour Forums (IAC’s) have been 
informed of children still being 
involved in the Worst Forms of Child 
Labour around the country. 

The IAC’s have brought together 
stakeholders from government 
departments, NGO’s, trade unions, 
and employers federations to discuss 
child labour issues found in deferent 
divisions and develop strategies on 
addressing these issues effectively.   

The Fiji Child Labour Research Study 
2015 conducted in the Northern, 
Western and Central parts of Fiji has 
found that children are still involved in 
Hazardous Work, in the Commercial 
Sexual Exploitation of Children 
(CSEC) as well as in illicit activities 
such as drug trafficking and begging. 

Speaking at the IAC Forum in Suva, 
Lead Researcher Jiuta Korovulavula 
said, “the issues that the research 
highlighted is a real cause for 
concern as young children have been 
found to be working selling roti or 
fruits and vegetables at the road side. 
What is more concerning is that some 

of the children who were interviewed 
said that they do two to three different 
types of activities to be able to help 
support their families. This shows 
how difficult it is for families to survive 
at the moment and we need to come 
up with solutions to these problems.” 

ILO last conducted child labour 
research in Fiji in 2009. “Part of the 
reasons for conducting the child 
labour research has been to gather 
new information on child labour, 
whether it has increased or 
decreased and what are the 
dynamics of it at the moment. A lot 
has happened since 2009 and there 
have been legislative and policy 
changes, such as the free tuition 
grant from the Ministry of Education, 
which should have assisted families 
in sending children to school.”  

Speaking at the Suva IAC, Mr. Atish 
Kumar, the Assistant Director Labour 
Standards at the Ministry of 
Employment, Productivity and 
Industrial Relations (MEPIR) also 
highlighted government activities 
targeting child labour. “Government 

has made changes in legislations to 
comply with ILO Conventions on child 
labour and part of that has included 
the establishment of a Child Labour 
Unit at the Ministry which spearheads 
all work on child labour. 

We have also established a 
hazardous work list, minimum age 
restrictions as well as strict guidelines 
for children at work which all 
employers must comply with and 
labour officers are on the ground 
monitoring this constantly.” 

Concern on the rise of sexual violence against children  

Statistics released by the 
Department of Social Welfare reveal 
that for the first half of 2015 
(January to August) there were 612 
cases of crimes involving children 
reported to the Department. This is 
an average of 2 - 3 cases per day. 
In 2014, there were 586 child abuse 
cases reported for the same period. 

Some of the major  concerns include 
122 cases of teenage pregnancies, 
117 cases of sexual abuse, 97 
cases of child neglect, 88 cases of 
physical abuse and 3 cases of 
children involved in commercial 
sexual exploitation. Further analysis 
of the data reveal some disturbing 
issues. Of the 122 cases of teenage 
pregnancies, 15% were a result of 
defilement, sexual abuse or rape 
and in most of these cases, the 
perpetrators are family members or 
known to the victims.  

Of the 117 cases of sexual abuse, 
78% of the cases reported are due 
to lack of supervision, parental 
neglect, defilement or children being 
drunk. 64% of victims stated that 
perpetrators were directly related to 

them. Speaking at the launch of the 
Prevention of Child Abuse and 
Neglect (PCAN) Campaign (also 
known as the Blue Ribbon 
Campaign), Minister for Women, 
Children and Poverty Alleviation, 
Rosy Akbar said child abuse was 
preventable.  

“It requires our collective actions to 
prevent and confront all forms of 
child abuse and neglect but first it 
starts in the family. The call to 
attention is serious as the data 
clearly points out the alarming 
occurrences of child abuse and 
neglect in our communities. Child 
abuse is entirely preventable, but 
not without your help. Parents ought 
to take responsible actions to guard 
against violence and neglect of their 
children." 

The ILO TACKLE Project is part of 
the National Coordinating 
Committee on Children (NCCC) 
which has been coordinating work 
on child protection in Fiji. As part of 
the overall awareness campaign on 
child protection TACKLE has 
continued to highlight the 

importance of eliminating the 
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of 
Children (CSEC), as well as children 
involved in hazardous work, as an 
urgent need as this is a serious 
violation of children’s rights.  

On 19th November Fiji observed 
PCAN Day with a march through 
Suva city and awareness activities 
carried out in schools and 
communities around Fiji. Children  
also took part in national essay and 
poster competitions as part of 
government efforts to raise 
awareness on child protection. 

Students hold up a poster at the PCAN 
celebrations at the Sukuna Park in Suva 

on 19 November, 2015 

Mr. Atish Kumar from (MEPIR) highlights 
government actions on child labour 
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Media spotlight on child labour in Samoa 
The news items from Samoa continue to highlight the hardships faced by young children who are working on the 
streets of Apia. The main reasons given by the children for working is due to the poverty faced by  their families as 
well as the high cost of sending children to school.  

The article by David Lorean 
continues to highlight the plight of 
child street vendors in Samoa. The 
recently conducted Child Street 
Vendors Rapid Assessment was also 
presented to stakeholders for 
validation with Tripartite members 
calling for a concerted need for  
action by all stakeholders on the 
findings of the report.  

The news article by Keni Lesa highlights the State of Human Rights Report 
2015—Samoa which indicates poverty as a significant contributing factor to 
children being involved in street vending in Samoa. The report also calls for 
the enforcement of existing laws to ensure children stay in school. 

The article by Ilia Likou in the 
Samoa Observer tells the story 
of a 17 year old young girl who 
chose to leave school to help 
support her family. It highlights 
the daily activities of the young 
girl and the struggle that her 
and family need to go through 
on a daily basis for survival. The 
main reason given by the young 
girl for working is the need to 
support her family as school 
had become too expensive to 
pay for. The young girl also 
dreams of returning to school 
but believes this will be hard. 

The article highlights the 
plight of a 5 year old 
street vendor in Samoa 
who has to sell goods 
and beg to help support 
her family.  The young 
girl said the main reason 
for her not going to 
school was because  she 
had no lunch at school. 

The article highlights the difficulty faced by a 14 
year old street vendor who is unable to go to 
school as it is too expensive. At times, she also 
has to beg from strangers to survive. 



 

A Trade Union Guide for 
Eliminating Child Labour in 
Fiji 
The booklet for trade union 
members discusses the critical role 
of trade unions in the fight against 
child labour and what actions can be 
taken. It also looks at how child 
labour undermines decent work 
opportunities for adults and 
emphasizes the ability of trade 
unions to mobilize resources to raise 
awareness as well as assist young 
workers and children in instances of 
child labour.  

Protect Children from 
Pesticides 
Protect Children from Pesticides! is 
a guidebook developed by the FAO 
and ILO and provides an easy 
accessible training tool. It helps 
agricultural extension workers, rural 
educators, labour inspectors, and 
producer organizations in teaching 
farmers and their families how to 
identify and minimize risks at home 
and on the farm. They also learn 
how to recognize and respond to 
signs of toxic exposure. 

Child Labour Manual  
A training manual designed to assist 
Labour Inspectors and Officers in 
Pacific Island countries dealing with 
Child Labour and provides sample 
forms developed specifically for 
child labour inspection in Fiji. It also 
provides information on child labour 
including the worst forms of child 
labour, hazardous work and 
hazardous child labour lists, 
conducting child labour inspections, 
the labour inspector’s role when 
faced with the commercial sexual 
exploitation of children, and 
strategies and approaches to 
addressing child labour. 
 

 
Bravehearts: Stand Up 
Against Child Sexual 
Exploitation and 
Trafficking—Lessons for 
Youth  
The resource manual produced by 
the Homes of Hope is to bring to 
attention the great harm, effect and 
injustice sexual abuse and 
exploitation places upon children. 
Bravehearts examines child sexual 
exploitation, abuse, trafficking, 
factors that place children in 
vulnerable position or situations that 
exposes them to being victims of 
exploitation, preventative measures 

Download publications from:  
 
http://www.ilo.org/suva/areas-of-work/child-labour/lang--en/index.htm 

PUBLICATIONS  
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Gallery 

Participants at the stakeholders validation forum in Samoa on Child Street Vendors, Dec, 2015. 

http://www.ilo.org/suva/areas-of-work/child-labour/lang--en/index.htm


 

For further information, please contact 
ILO Country Office for Pacific Island Countries 
8th Floor, FNPF Place, 343-359 Victoria Parade, Suva. |   Tel: +679-3313866 
Email: suva@ilo.org   |   Website: www.ilo.org/suva  
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  Coming Up! 
 Professional Certificate in 

Tackling Human Trafficking - 
14 - 17th March, 2016 - 
London, England. 

 
 Divisional Child Labour 

Inspection Training - Fiji. 
 
 Divisional Police Officers 

Workshop on Child Labour - 
Fiji.  

Captions: 
(1 - 2) School students from around the Suva area and stakeholders including UNICEF, the Ministry for Women, Children and Poverty 
Alleviation and the National Coordinating Committee on Children (NCCC) take part in Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect Day march on the 
19th of November, 2015 (photos courtesy of UNICEF Pacific). (3) UNICEF Pacific Deputy Representative Isabelle Austin celebrates PCAN Day 
with Students (photo courtesy of UNICEF Pacific).  (4)  FTUC National Secretary, Felix Anthony (second from left), ILO OIC, Mr. Satoshi Sasaki 
and FTU General Secretary, Mr. Agni Deo Singh and FTUC affiliate members at the launching of the guide. (5) Chief Guest, Mr. Johnny Engell-
Hansen (second from left) Chief Guest Deputy Head of Delegation of the European Union and invited guests cut the cake for the launching of 
CSEC guides at the Homes of Hope Campus (photo courtesy of Home of Hope). (6) Official Launch of the Campaign Against Pesticides for 
Public Health.  

Child Labour Courses at 
the ILO International 
Training Centre, Turin in 
2015 
 Laws, policies and reporting 

tools: supporting the fight 
against child labour; 14 - 18 
Dec 2015 

 Review the 2016 calendar at  

http://www.itcilo.org/calendar  
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