
WORLD DAY AGAINST CHILD LABOUR EVOKES COUNTRY WIDE

RESPONSE IN CAMBODIA

Cambodia, Kingdom of Wonder!
A Kingdom Without Child Labour!!!

This year's World Day Against Child Labour (WDACL) in Cambodia was an unprecedented
and resounding success, garnering wide media attention on Child Labour and attracting a
host of new partners and stakeholders onto the issue of child labour.

The observance of the WDACL began on 26
May, 2011, when the country also celebrated the
62nd International Children’s Day. Samdech Akka
Moha Senapedai Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister
of the Royal Government of Cambodia, issued a
special Circular for organizing the WDACL and
the International Children Day. He also issued a
special message to the children and public on
the occasion. Over 3000 children including
former child labourers, senior Government
Officials, Diplomats, Representatives of
Embassies and UN Agencies, Employers and

Trade Unions, NGOs, Teachers, children, and parents participated in the event.

The event was presided over by the Standing Deputy Prime Minister, Lok Chum Teav Men
Sam An, High Representative of the Prime Minister. Mr. MP Joseph, CTA of ILO IPEC, in his
address requested the Government that starting from the country's 2012 budget the
Government consider providing regular budgetary support to all relevant ministries (at least 9
different ministries addressing child labour issues now) to end the WFCL. Encouragingly, the
Standing Deputy Prime Minister in her address gave a public assurance that she would bring
Mr. Joseph’s request to the attention of the Prime Minister.

An astounding array of events was held during the two weeks that the World Day Against
Child Labour was observed in the country. These included the launch of a One Year
Intensive Programme to make the Riverside Free of Child Labour, a Press Conference on
the WDACL chaired by the HE Mr. Khieu Kannarith, Minister of Information of the Royal
Government of Cambodia, a Speakers' Event where children recounted their life then as a
child labourer and their life now as they are in school, two Round Table discussions on
national TV, on topics such as "Can Cambodia End the WFCL by 2016?" and "Can EFA be
achieved in Cambodia without Ending Child Labour?". Many other programmes on child
labour, including comedy shows on child labour by comedy groups, were broadcast on TV
during the period, as well as radio discussion and radio call-in programmes.

Particularly important was the entry of the Private Sector into action against child labour in
Cambodia with many large mobile phone companies sending out SMS messages against
child labour to their millions of customers with the message "Cambodia is a Kingdom of
Wonder!, Let us make it a Kingdom Without Child Labour!!!.


