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Strengthen the legal, policy, and regulatory frameworks related to labour migration and labour standards,
focusing on the fishing and seafood processing sectors in South East Asia.

Protect labour rights and promote safe and secure working environments for all migrant workers, from
recruitment to the end of contract.

Empower migrant workers, their families, organizations, and communities to promote and exercise their
rights.

Duration: August 2020 - July 2024

Funded by: The European Union

Implemented by: ILO, IOM, UNDP

Stakeholders: Migrant workers in the fishing and seafood processing
sectors, their families and communities; national government
authorities; workers’ and employers’ organizations; recruitment
agencies and their associations; vessel owners and their associations;
civil society organizations, and community-based organizations.

Budget: EUR 10 million (USD 11.29 million)

Target beneficiaries: Current, potential, and returnee migrant
workers in the fishing and seafood processing sectors, their families,
and communities in the countries of origin and destination.

Cross-cutting themes: Workers’ voice and agency; rights-based
approaches; gender equality; broad engagement of stakeholders;
combatting trafficking in persons and other transnational crimes;
marine resources conservation and sustainability.

Ship to Shore Rights South East Asia (SEA) is a multi-country, multi-annual initiative of the European Union (EU)
and the United Nations (UN), implemented by the International Labour Organization (ILO) in collaboration with
the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Its
overriding objective is to promote regular and safe labour migration and decent work for all migrant
workers in the fishing and seafood processing sectors in South East Asia. 

Countries in South East Asia are among the worlds’ top producers and exporters of fish and seafood products,
and migrant workers contribute significantly to the fishing and seafood processing sectors. The programme will
address the characteristics of working in the fishing and seafood processing sectors as well as the barriers and
risks present in the migration system, which can lead to unsafe migration, decent work deficits, abuse, and
trafficking for forced labour. 
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Labour migration within and from South East Asia positively
impacts economic growth and development for both sending
and receiving countries. Migrant workers contribute
significantly to these pivotal sectors of economic and social
interest for countries in the region. Yet, it remains a challenge
to ensure decent working conditions and protection of migrant
workers’ rights in these sectors. In the past few years,
momentum for change has gathered, and governments and
social partners have taken steps to improve labour migration
regulations and underlying working conditions in these sectors.

The EU has closely worked and cooperated with countries in the
region and the Thai government to combat illegal, unreported
and unregulated (IUU) fishing. The programme will build on the
achievements of the EU-funded Ship to Shore Rights project
(2016-2020) implemented by the ILO in Thailand and on ILO’s
experience in promoting the protection of migrant workers’
rights and addressing forced labour in the region. It will also
draw on IOM’s and UNDP’s experience in combatting human
trafficking, improving recruitment practices, and ensuring
access to information. In addition to Thailand, the programme
will deepen engagement with Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR,
Myanmar, Philippines, and Viet Nam. Other countries in South
East Asia as well as ASEAN organizations may also be involved in
regional activities.

Ship to Shore Rights South East Asia will promote labour migration laws, policies, practices, and services that
respond to the needs of women and men in fishing and seafood processing sectors. The programme will
address the protection gaps in the migration process, including through fair recruitment, as well as enhance
access to safe, orderly, and regular migration by addressing exploitation, forced labour and trafficking. Ship to
Shore Rights South East Asia will increase support services to migrant workers and amplify their representation.
It will also promote innovative, rights-based and safe solutions to manage labour migration and ensure decent
working conditions. It will promote policies to ensure that migrant workers are protected during the COVID-19
pandemic and included in the crisis response and recovery.


