
Ph fight against child labour continues
By Karen Lapitan, ILO Communication Intern

Jason (not his real name), wishes he has 
more time to play. However, unlike 

children of  his age, he struggles to balance 
schooling and work to help provide the 
needs of  his family. At the age of  12, he 
works for a charcoal manufacturer where 
he spends five hours per day, four times 
a week after attending school. He started 
working when he was 6 years old. 

Jason related his story before the 
attendees of  the Philippine Celebration of  
the World Day against Child Labour last 14 
June at the Occupational Safety and Health 
Center, Diliman, Quezon City.  

With the global theme: “Warning! 
Children in hazardous work--End child 
labour” and local theme “Mapanganib na 
Paggawa, Bawal sa Bata!” representatives 
from schools, government agencies, non-
government organizations and employers 
and workers groups gathered at the 
local celebration of  World Day against 
Child Labour (WADCL). The event was 
organized by the National Child Labor 
Committee. 

“We know that when parents have access 
to decent and productive work themselves 

- which allow them to support themselves 
and their loved ones then their children 
have the opportunity to seek an education, 
which is the path to a better life,” said 
Director Lawrence Jeff  Johnson of  the 
ILO Country Office for the Philippines. 

The International Labour Organization 
(ILO), through its International Programme 
on the Elimination of  Child Labour, aims 
to withdraw children from the worst forms 
of  child labour while saving child labourers 
like Jason through various direct services. 

Ms Dulce Festin-Baybay, Chairperson 
of  the Employers’ Confederation of  the 
Philippines’ Child-friendly Committee, 
said ECOP supports the national effort to 
eliminate cases of  child labour since it has 
adverse effects in the economy. She said 
the group is encouraging companies to 
promote a child-friendly atmosphere. 

Meanwhile, Assistant Secretary Teresa 
Soriano of  the Department of  Labor 
and Employment affirmed the stand of  
the government in supporting efforts to 
eliminate the worst forms of  child labour in 
the country. She also called on the different 
stakeholders to stand against child labour.  

Building a better future requires 
work. Decent Work.

A boy writes his wish to end child labour 
so children like him can play and learn 
and not risk their lives in hazardous work. 
(Photo by ILO/M. Rimando)

Activities included declaration 
of  commitment and support of  the 
stakeholders, brief  orientation on the Child 
Labor Knowledge Management Sharing 
System (CLKSS),forum on hazardous 
work, film showing and workshops for the 
children-participants. A live web cast of  
the event was also shown in the CLKSS 
website. 

WDACL was launched in 2002 by the 
ILO to increase awareness on the issue of  
child labour.  
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Children in hazardous work - 
What we know, what we need to do

The report highlights recent global 
trends while comprehensively 
summarizing the scientific evidence 
base related to health and well-being 
of  working children. http://www.ilo.
org/ipecinfo/product/viewProduct.
do?productId=17035
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The ILO together with partners of  the MDG F Joint Programme 
on Climate Change Adaptation: Climate Resilient Farming 

Communities in Agusan del Norte will host the Millennium 
Development Goals-Achievement Fund 1656 Joint Programme 
Management Committee, National Steering Committee (NSC) 
Meeting and Learning Mission to project sites in Agusan del Norte. 
The event will feature site visits to production farms and enterprises, 
as an opportunity for interaction and dialogue with farmers and 
implementing teams of  local governments, partnerfinancial service 
providers. These include the Peoples Bank of  Caraga, and Baug 
Multipurpose Cooperative who are partners of  the CCAP. The 
site visits will cover three of  the CCAP priority areas in Remedios 
Romualdez, Jabonga and Las Nieves.

The ILO, Department of  Labor and Employment (DOLE), 
Department of  Trade and Industry (DTI) and the Provincial 
Government of  Agusan del Norte will host the event on 26-29 July 
2011. United Nations agencies implementing the MDG-F 1656 Joint 
Programme and top officials of  government partners will participate 
in the event, specifically:

• Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
• United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
• United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
• United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-

HABITAT) 
• World Health Organization (WHO) 
• Department of  Agriculture (DA) 
• Department of  Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
• Department of  Science and Technology (DOST)-PAGASA 
• National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) 
• Housing and Urban Development Coordinating Council 

(HUDCC) 
• Climate Change Commission (CCC) 
• Provincial Government of  Albay
The National Steering Committee composed of  the United 

Nations Resident Coordinator, Spanish Agency for International 
Development Cooperation (AECID) Coordinator General and the 
NEDA Secretary are also expected to join the event.

Learning mission to Climate Change Adaptation Project sites 
By Lurraine Baybay-Villacorta, MDG-F 1656 Climate Change Adaptation Project Manager 

CCAP has completed a baseline study on farming communities 
in 2009. The project has also developed innovative financing 
schemes such as credit and insurance in 2010 with the aim of  
helping vulnerable populations adapt to climate change. Starting 
February 2011, the project is conducting test runs of  three model 
schemes - rural bank, cooperative and local government unit. The 
test runs cover at least 500 farmers in the priority areas. The scheme, 
specifically the rural bank and cooperative models, have mutual 
social-protection and savings-based components. It offers credit 
delivery system for production and alternative livelihood loans on 
friendly terms to vulnerable farming communities at risk from climate 
change. It is production-cycle responsive, non-collateralized, but with 
lower interest, faster processing and fewer documents required. It is 
bundled with technology services, social protection and insurance. In 
May 2011, CCAP also launched the test run of  the Weather-Index-
based Insurance Schemes covering 200 rice and corn farmers against 
risks of  drought and excess rainfall.

The learning mission is valuable to CCAP, as the project approaches 
its closure in December 2011, and prepares a strategic follow-up 
towards sustained action for climate resiliency at the local level.

Farmers now have access to financing 
schemes such as low cost loans with less 
paperwork and lower collateral requirements. 
(Photo by ILO/CCAP)


