
UN, Mulanay community join hands 
to build birthing station
By Minette Rimando, Senior Communication and Public Information Assistant

Maricel Sevillano Rodas lives with her 
family in Mulanay, a town in Quezon 

Province affected by armed-conflict and 
poverty.   Her husband earns Php1,000 
(USD36) a month from farming and 
wood-cutting.  “Sometimes it is hard for 
us.  My husband has to accept any kind of  
work, even if  it is far from our home,” said 
Maricel.  “We also live far from the health 
care centre, which takes more than an hour 
by bus.” 

Maricel’s smile turned to sadness as she 
recalled the day when her only daughter 
died.  “I gave birth at home.  My baby 
died 30 minutes after I gave birth to her.”  
Maricel’s case of  living far from the health 
care centre is not unusual in Mulanay.   As 
a result, 80 per cent or nearly 900 births 
in Mulanay were delivered outside a health 
care centre and birthing station in 2010.

In response, community members 
worked together to build the Mulanay 
Birthing Station.  Using community 
contracting scheme of  the International 
Labour Organization (ILO), construction 
of  the birthing station was completed in 
two months.  The construction generated 
local employment.  The people of  Mulanay 
who took part were able to upgrade their 

construction skills. The construction also 
enhanced community participation.  

The Mulanay Birthing Station is a 
support component under the maternal 
and child health care of  the Inter-Agency 
Programme to Nurture Peace, Security and 
Decent Work through Local Economic 
Development in Bondoc Peninsula or 
referred to as “Bondoc LED”.    

Dr Juanito Taleon, Regional Director 
of  the Department of  Health recognized 
the Bondoc LED as a holistic project.  “It 
did not only address livelihood but also the 
health of  the people in the community,” 
said Dr Taleon.    

The Bondoc LED project is funded 
by the Government of  Japan through 
the United Nations Trust Fund for 
Human Security.  The ILO, the Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and 
the Office of  the Presidential Adviser on 
the Peace Process jointly implement the 
project. 

United Nations agencies in the 
Philippines pooled its resources and worked 
with the community, the government along 
with Bondoc LED project partners and 
health workers to build the birthing station.  

“The UN brought forth its expertise and 
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Maricel and her baby witness the 
opening of the Mulanay Birthing Station. 
(Photo by ILO/M. Rimando)

tried to deliver as one.  We combined our 
strengths and resources to help families 
and communities,” said Director Lawrence 
Jeff  Johnson of  the ILO Country Office 
for the Philippines.

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
and the United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) extended their support to the 
Bondoc LED project. 

“The Mulanay birthing station is very 
special because it was identified by the 
community as an integral part of  the local 
economic development initiative and on 
top of  it, the construction of  the centre 
was done under the community contracting 
scheme,” said Ms Ugochi Daniels, UNFPA 
Country Representative for the Philippines.  

Maricel is now helping the Mulanay 
Birthing Station as a volunteer health 
worker.  The Mulanay local government 
covers her monthly allowance of  P500 
(USD12).  She also received training on 
women’s health and safe motherhood.  “I 
am happy and thankful because I learned 
a lot from the training.  Now I can help 
women in our community.  I do not have 
to worry about getting pregnant and giving 
birth in the future.  This birthing station 
can help prevent death. ” shared Maricel.
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World of  Work Report 2011
Making markets work for jobs

The International Labour 
Organization (ILO) says the global 
economy is on the verge of  a new and 
deeper jobs recession that will further 
delay the global economic recovery 
and may ignite more social unrest in 
scores of  countries. 
http://www.ilo.org
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In the news

Calendar

The 15th Asia and the Pacific Regional Meeting (APRM) of  the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) will take place from 

4-7 December 2011 at the Kyoto International Convention Centre 
(KICC), Kyoto, Japan. 

The meeting is expected to be attended by about 500 people, 
representing more than 46 countries in Asia and the Pacific and the 
Arab States and Territories in West Asia. Among those scheduled to 
attend are Prime Ministers, government ministers, representatives of  
workers’ and employers’ organizations and academics.

The Prime Minister of  Japan, H.E. Mr Yoshihiko Noda is due to 
give the Keynote Statement at the opening ceremony, on Sunday 4 
December. This will be followed by a speech by the Director General 
of  the ILO, Mr Juan Somavia.

The high level segments of  the meeting will also include Keynote 
Addresses by H.E. Mr Xanana Gusmao, Prime Minister of  Timor 
Leste, and Dr Ahmed Luqman, Director General of  the Arab Labour 
Organization. Dr Surin Pitsuwan, Secretary General of  ASEAN is 
also expected to give a special speech.

The four-day meeting will include a Leaders Forum on Youth 
Employment that will bring together young leaders and advocates 
from across the region to discuss the challenges faced by young 
people in finding decent work, enhancing their employability and 
contributing to the economic and social development of  their 
countries. 

ILO’s 15th Asia Pacific Regional Meeting to be held in Kyoto, Japan; 
Will consider employment, economic outlook

Three thematic panels will discuss the co-ordination of  
macroeconomic, employment and social protection policies; the 
development of  productive employment, sustainable enterprises and 
skills; and promoting rights at work and social dialogue.

In addition there will be three special side events. The Government 
of  Japan will host a session on Employment-led Crisis Response, and 
the ILO will organize two sessions, on Green Jobs and Partnerships.

“This will be the first opportunity of  its kind that leaders in Asia 
Pacific have had to meet since the current employment and economic 
turbulence hit”, said Sachiko Yamamoto, ILO Regional Director for 
Asia and the Pacific. “Asia will not be immune from this, and it is vital 
that policy makers ensure that their people do not loose the social 
and economic gains they have made. That means job creation, social 
inclusion and safeguarding rights must be at the heart of  any effective 
crisis response measures”.

The ILO is the United Nations specialized agency dealing with 
work and work-related issues. It has a unique tripartite membership 
structure, under which governments, employers’ and workers’ 
organizations act as equal partners, making decisions representative 
of  the real economy.

The APRM is normally held only every four years. The last meeting 
was in Busan, South Korea in 2006.

The ILO Country Office for the Philippines, through its 
European Union-supported Return and Reintegration Project, 

has partnered with the local government of  La Union Province 
and other sectors which has produced the Philippines’ first-ever 
Migration and Development Strategic Plan.  

Anchored on inclusive and sustained growth as the central 
theme, the Plan seeks to reduce poverty by focusing on economic 
opportunities, such as promotion of  entrepreneurship among 
overseas Filipinos that can draw individuals and families into the 
economic and social mainstream. 

1st Migration and Development Plan launched in Ph
By Mitchell Duran, Going back-moving on: Economic and social empowerment of migrants National Project Coordinator

CO-Manila Director Lawrence Jeff  Johnson, in his speech during 
the Plan’s recent launch, said that “Laws protecting migrants from 
illegal recruitment and trafficking should be fully implemented, while 
the vulnerability of  workers, specifically women migrant workers 
should be addressed.”

The Plan’s targets are set to be achieved by 2016, with the 
collaboration and cooperation of  national and local migration 
stakeholders, under the leadership of  the La Union local government, 
and Project partner Kanlungan Centre Foundation, Inc.  Preparations 
are underway to replicate the Plan in the provinces of  Nueva Ecija 
and Ilocos Norte.


