
Mobile teachers educate “seasonal pupils”

By Cecile Colarina, International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour 
Provincial Coordinator for Quezon Province

Children from rural areas often skip 
classes, while some even have to drop 

out of  school to help their families in farms 
during harvest seasons. The Department 
of  Education (DepEd) said that these child 
labourers, tagged as “seasonal pupils”, can 
still be saved through accessible educational 
services. 

According to the 2001 Survey on 
Children, seven out of  ten working children 
come from rural areas. Many children from 
far-flung villages are forced to work due 
to lack of  access to educational services 
and facilities, along with the difficulty in 
transportation going to nearest schools.

In Quezon Province, the DepEd, as 
an active member and secretariat of  the 
Provincial Child Labor Committee (PCLC) 
works with local government units in 
reaching out to child labourers through 
“mobile teachers.” These educators, 
imbued with a high level of  commitment, 
teach even in the farthest barangays. Many 
child labourers have been given the chance 
to access education. 

DepEd provides tools and techniques 
and equips mobile teachers through regular 
training.  The municipal government, where 
they are assigned, pays for their salaries and 
allowances. This partnership works in the 
mainland and island municipalities of  the 
province. 

DepEd is also developing a self-help 
module that will benefit not just child 
labourers, but also out-of-school youth 
and teenage parents. The efforts of  the 
department inspire and motivate other 
members of  the Quezon Provincial 
Child Labor Committee (PCLC), a sub-
committee under the Provincial Council 
for the Protection of  Children (PCPC). 
PCPC was formed through an Executive 
Order signed by Governor David Suarez. 

The ILO’s International Programme on 
the Elimination of  Child Labour (IPEC) 
supports the PCLC and works closely 
with its members in developing action 
programmes, similar to DepEd’s mobile 
teachers, to help child labourers and their 
families. 

Building a better future
requires work. Decent Work.

Many children, particularly in rural areas, 
have to travel far or walk for hours every day 
to go to school.  (Photo by ILO/J. Fortin)

World Day for Safety and Health 
at Work (April 28) The 2011 World 
Day for Safety and Health at Work 
focuses on the implementation of 
an Occupational Safety and Health 
Management System  as a tool 
for continual improvement in the 
prevention of workplace incidents 
and accidents.
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Making recovery sustainable: 
Lessons from country innovations

Synthesis of  a new series of  “Studies 
on Growth with Equity”, this paper by 
the International Institute for Labour 
Studies of  the ILO shows that growth 
and equity can be achieved in parallel if  
the right mix of  policies is put in place. 
www.ilo.org/publications
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Agusan del Norte is now among the 
few provinces in the Philippines 

well-equipped for Climate Information 
Monitoring and Early Warning. Three 
(3) new Automatic Weather Stations 
were installed in mid-March 2011   by 
the Department of  Science of  the 
Technology-Caraga Regional Office 
in the Municipalities of  Buenavista, 
Jabonga and Las Nieves  as part of  its 
collaboration with the International 
Labour Organization (ILO) and the 
Office of  Civil Defense-Caraga on 
the Establishmentof  Early Warning 
Systems in the priority municipalities of  
the MDGF 1656 Outcome 3.4 Climate 
Change Adaptation Demonstration 
Project (CCAP). 

Another AWS was installed early 
in April month by Department of  
Science and Techonology-Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and 
Astronomical Services Administration (DOST-PAGASA) in the 
remaining CCAP priority municipality of  Remedios T. Romualdez. 
With these AWSs are 15 rain gauges, 11 water level/tide gauges again 
installed by DOST-Caraga and 10 Flood Warning Signages installed 

by OCD-Caraga.
Real time weather information 

from the AWSs can be accessed 
through WeatherLink at www.
weatherlink.com/user/Jabonga/.

Designated observers from the 
local government unit, barangay 
councils and partner community-
based/farmers associations in the 
four municipalities will be trained in 
April on the observation, recording 
and transmission of  data from these 
devices. They will also be crafting the 
localized protocol for early warning 
to be followed in cases of  floods. 

The ILO-led CCAP is a 
component of  the United Nations-
Government of  Philippines Joint 
Programme on Strengthening 
Institutional Capacities to Adapt to 

Climate Change funded by the Government of  Spain through the 
UN-MDG Achievement Fund. The CCAP is implemented by the 
ILO with partners Department of  Trade and Industry, Department 
of  Labor and Employment and Province of  Agusan del Norte.

Enhanced climate information monitoring 
and early warning systems in Agusan del Norte
By Lurraine Baybay-Villacorta, MDG-F 1656 Climate Change Adaptation Project Manager 

Representatives of  the Philippine Government, employers’ and 
workers’ organizations, non-government organizations and 

green jobs advocates shared ideas and experiences on greening 
economic activities in a roundtable discussion held on 10 March 
2011 in Makati City, Philippines. The discussion highlighted the 
importance of  green jobs in relation to decent and productive work 
including its benefits and challenges. 

Green jobs initiative in the Philippines
By Carmen Baugbog, Green Jobs in Asia-Philippines Programme Coordinator

The roundtable discussion was followed by a Project Advisory 
Committee meeting, whose agenda were devoted entirely on the 
launching of  the Green Jobs in Asia Project. The PAC endorsed the 
Green Jobs in Asia Project, reviewed the terms of  reference of  PAC, 
updates on the National Green Jobs Conference and the scoping 
preparation process for the sector demonstration project.


