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Formal 

Economy

44%

Informal 

Economy

56%

Total Employment - 37.6M
• Formal – 16.5M
• Informal – 21.1M

Percentage Distribution of Workers

Average (Y2008-2017)

10.8M

6.5M

3.8M

Philippines

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Informal Economy 19.48 19.62 20.29 20.86 21.31 21.75 21.75 21.61 22.15 22.71

Formal Economy 14.61 15.44 15.74 16.33 16.29 16.37 16.90 17.14 18.85 17.62

43% 44% 44% 44% 43% 43% 44% 44% 46% 44%

57% 56% 56% 56% 57% 57% 56% 56% 
54% 56% 
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Agriculture

44.46%

Industry

12%

Services

43.6%

By Major Industry

55% 55% 54% 53% 50% 49% 50% 49% 50% 49% 

21% 21% 20% 21% 19% 18% 19% 18% 15% 11% 

24% 24% 26% 27% 31% 33% 31% 33% 35% 40% 
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Size of the Informal Economy

60%

40%

By Sex

Men Women

Average for 2008-2017Average for 2008-2016

TOTAL Informal 

Economy = 21.1M

Philippines



Trend of the Workers in the Informal Economy 
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Based on

2008

Survey

Based on

Proxy

Indicators

Informal

Economy
29.8 19.4

Formal Economy 2.6 14.6
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