National level training for government officials on indigenous and tribal peoples’ issues

ILO and the Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs (MoCHTA) jointly organized a two days long national level
training for government officials on UN Human Rights Instruments and national laws concerning indigenous and
tribal peoples of Bangladesh. The training took place from 8-9 September 2012. A total of 40 government
officers from different line ministries including 12 Upazila Nirbahi Officers (UNOs) from the plain land districts
participated in the training programme.

The Principal Secretary to the honorable Prime Minister, Sheikh Mohammad Wahid-uz- Zaman, was the chief
guest of the opening session and inaugurated the training. Secretary of Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs
(MoCHTA) Mr. Naba Bikram Kishore Tripura presided over the training programme, while ILO Country Director
Mr. André Bogui delivered the welcome speech.

In his speech Mr. André Bogui mentioned that ILO has been working with indigenous and tribal peoples’ issues
since the 1920s, in recognition of their particular vulnerability and marginalization. Bangladesh ratified ILO
Convention No. 107 in 1972 and the ILO Committee of experts has encouraged the Govt. of Bangladesh to
consider the ratification of ILO convention 169 in order to ensure indigenous and tribal peoples’ rights and their
participation in the nation’s progress. Mr. Bogui highlighted the willingness of the government to keep the
Chittagong Hill Tracts and the issue of indigenous and tribal peoples on the national agenda, including the full
implementation of the 1997 CHT Peace Accord.

In his speech the Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammad Wahid-uz-Zaman asserted that
the Awami League (AL) government is sincere to implement the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) Peace Accord
since it is a historic treaty for ending two decades of unrest in the CHT region. He also mentioned the Article 21,
23 and 29(4) of the Constitution of Bangladesh and the 6" five year plan where ethnic minorities are included
and provisions are mentioned to protect their cultural rights.

The two day long training programme included sessions on international conventions and UN human rights
instruments on indigenous and tribal peoples’ rights including ILO Conventions 107 and 169, the national
framework for ITPs in Bangladesh with specific focus on the legislation that is relevant to the indigenous and
tribal peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts and the Plains.

In the closing ceremony the participants had the opportunity to share their opinions and suggestions on the
training. After the closing remarks the Honorable secretary of MOCHTA distributed certificates among the
participants.



