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Every year we gather on this day to mark the start of 16 Days of Activism against 

Gender-Based Violence. From November 25th until December 10th – Human 

Rights Day – we make a special effort to organize and combat violence against 

women, an egregious human rights violation.  

It is a time for solemn reflection, and to galvanize action to end violence against 

women and girls around the world.  

This year theme for the campaign is ‘From Peace in the Home to Peace in the 

World: Let’s Challenge Militarism and End Violence Against Women’.  

Violence against women and girls is a violation of human rights, and sadly a 

violation that occurs all too frequently in communities and homes around the 

world.  

Some 35 per cent of of women and girls globally are estimated to experience 

some form of physical and or sexual violence in their lifetime. In some countries, 

up to seven in ten women face abuse. 

These figures speak for themselves. 

We must take action to protect women and girls everywhere. Doing so is not only 

important in its own right.  

We we also know that girls and young women who are safe from violence are 

healthier, more likely to attend school and less likely to contract HIV.  

Girls and young women who grow up free from violence and the fear of violence 

are better able to make positive contributions to their families, their communities 

and society. 



Protecting women and girls is all of our concern and is a job for all of us. 

For many years, women around the world have led efforts to prevent and end 

violence, but today more and more men are adding their support to the 

movement.  

Importantly, men can provide positive role models for young men and boys. 

Violence against women is a consequence of discrimination against women and 

girls, in law and in practice, and of persisting inequalities between men and 

women. 

It will not be eradicated until all of us - men and boys, husbands, fathers, 

brothers, teachers, religious leaders, police, community leaders, parliamentarians, 

and business owners – refuse to tolerate it.  

We can and must all do more to ensure that the women and girls in our 

communities have the same opportunities as men and boys, that they live in 

safety and dignity, and that they don’t face the scourge of violence and abuse 

that for so many women and girls is a sad reality.  

Each and every single act of violence against women and girls is one act too many. 

We cannot and must not allow such abuses to continue. 

Let us use these 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence to add our 

voices to those of women who refuse to be silent.   

Let us use these 16 days to take action to protect all the women and girls in our 

communities. 

 


