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Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, on behalf of the ILO Office in Lusaka, I wish to welcome you to Zambia,

and to this unique and important conference on "Forced Labour, Human Trafficking and

Slavery-like Practices in Africa".

This is the first regional conference on the topic organised by ILO in recent years. It is

part of a series of ILO events to increase global awareness about forced labour.

By bringing together the main players of the real economy - workers, employers and

Ministries of Labour - the ILO believes that innovative solutions can be developed to

combat forced labour. It is certainly not enough to just identify and prosecute forced labour:

we also need long-term strategies to prevent exploitation in the first place.

At this conference, ILO constituents and international experts will share good

practices and discuss possible ways forward to strengthen prevention, compliance and

protection of workers in Africa.

Another purpose is to share knowledge and good practice ahead of the 2014

International Labour Conference, where the issue will be tabled with the objective to

develop new standards.

Among us, we have high-level government officials, employers and workers'

representatives and civil society from 10 countries across Africa - but also Ambassadors, the

United Nations system, as well as the UN Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of

Slavery, the UN Special Rapporteur on Trafficking, and the representative of the EU Anti-

Trafficking Coordinator.



All these international experts and distinguished delegates are here because of the

sheer magnitude and indecency of forced labour: 21 million persons are victims of forced

labour globally - nearly 4 million of them are found here in Africa.

There is a growing recognition of the problem in the region, and an understanding

that forced labour is not a problem of the past - it is still very prevalent and it is still

demanding our attention.

May I introduce the speakers ofthe opening session:

Mr Hans Hofmeijer, Acting Regional Director for the ILO in Africa

Mrs Joyce Nonde Simukoko, President of the Federation of Free Trade Unions of Zambia

Mr Leonard Hikaumba, President of Zambia Congress of Trade Unions

Mr Alfred Masupha, President of Zambia Federation of Employers

Our Guest of Honour: Honourable Edgar Lungo, Minister of Home Affairs, Zambia


