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Speech by H.E. Mr. Abdulfatah Abdullahi 

Minister, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia 

 On the opening of the Sub-Regional Forum for Experience Exchange 

among the five countries covered by the ILO-CO of Addis Ababa 

 
 

20-21 November 2017 
Addis Ababa 

 
 

Excellency Mr. Hassan Idriss Samrieh, Minister of Labour and Administrative Reform of 

Djibouti 

Excellency Mr. Salah Ahmed Jama, Minister of Labour and Social Affair of Somalia 

Excellency Ms. Mary Hillary Wani PITIA, Under Secretary of the Ministry of Labour, Public 

Service and Human Resource Development of South Sudan 

Excellency Mr Torbjörn Pettersson, Ambassador of Sweden to Ethiopia 

Ms. Cynthia Samuel-Olonjuwon, Regional Director of ILO Regional Office for Africa 

Representatives of the Ministry of Labour and Administrative Reform of Sudan  

Representatives of Employers Organizations of Ethiopia, Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan and South 

Sudan 

Representatives of Workers Organizations of Ethiopia, Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan and South 

Sudan 

Invited guests  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 
 
First and foremost, it gives me a great pleasure to welcome you all to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, the seat 

of the Africa Union and the Economic Commission for Africa and the origin of humankind. You 

should feel at home as Ethiopia is indeed the home of your ancestors. 

I would also like to sincerely thank you for accepting the invitation to the Sub-regional Forum 

organized for experience exchange among the five countries covered by the ILO Country Office of 

Addis Ababa; and to be part of this important event to share and draw lessons from the results of our 

endeavours to advancing decent employment and income opportunities for men and women in our 

Sub Region.   

The Sub Regional Forum is very important in that it brings together the five East African Countries 

that have similarities in several aspects of socio-economic and cultural dimensions and have 

enormous potential for the promotion of economic and social advancement that could benefit us all. 

The five countries are similar not only in the strengths and potentials for the advancement of the 

nations but also in the multi-faceted socio-economic challenges that need to be tackled/addressed to 
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promote decent and productive employment opportunities to improve the living conditions of our 

citizens.  

Hence, fora such as this Sub regional Forum are very crucial to single out our common development 

priorities and deliberate on joint actions to address development challenges that are of national as 

well as sub-regional nature. 

This Forum is particularly important to Ethiopia to share our experience in the development of Decent 

Work Country Programmes (DWCPs) that are jointly developed and implemented with our 

constituents with the technical support of the ILO-CO Addis Ababa.  Ethiopia has so far developed 

three DWCPs since 2006 and a fourth generation DWCP is currently being developed aligned to the 

national priorities. By learning from each DWCPs, national capacities have been enhanced which 

contributed to better inform the design and development of the subsequent DWCPs. The DWCP 

identifies the key decent work deficits and elaborates priority intervention areas to promote 

productive employment and job rich growth. The Decent Work Agenda is mainstreamed in the 

Ethiopian National Development Plan- Growth and Transformation Plan (GTP II- 2016-2020), which 

is an important vehicle for Ethiopia’s renaissance and an important milestone towards realizing 

Ethiopia’s vision of becoming a lower middle income country by 2025. 

Informed by previous experience in successfully realizing the Millennium Development Goals and 

having recognized the present opportunities to consolidate and upscale results achieved so far, 

Ethiopia has accepted and endorsed the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals. The SDGs 

are fully integrated in to the national development plan- GTP II with full sense of ownership and 

commitment and implementation is progressing well and impressive results are being achieved in 

different areas. However, there are still daunting tasks and issues that we need to address both at 

national level and collectively at sub regional level even at continental level. Promoting youth 

employment and curbing irregular migration are among the key challenges that we are facing 

currently as a country and on sub regional and even at a continental level and we need to complement 

our national efforts by forging bilateral and sub-regional partnerships to address these critical 

concerns.   

I believe that this Forum will be instrumental to share our experience in the formulation and ways of 

enhancing national ownership of the DWCPs and discuss and explore the possibility of developing 

some common initiatives to address cross broader issues affecting the sub region.  

In this connection, I would like to thank the ILO CO Addis Ababa for organizing this very important 

Forum that has brought us together to exchange ideas on our common concerns and agree on bilateral 

and sub-regional collaborations to address key employment and development challenges. This is an 

important forum and I hope there will be similar fora in the future where we can meet again and 

review and evaluate the results of our joint actions and plan and join hands for more effective 

collaborative efforts. On behalf of the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs and the Government of 

the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, I would like to wish you success in the two days 

deliberations and assure you of Ethiopia’s commitment to actively engage in the planning and 

implementation of joint initiatives on key priorities of the Sub-region.  

Once again, I would like to extend my warm welcome to the delegates of the five countries and also 

to the ILO officials who have joined us from the ILO Head Quarters and the Regional Office for 
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Africa and other duty stations. Finally, I would like to kindly invite you to visit parts of Addis Ababa 

where you can have a glimpse of the results of our development endeavours and for appreciation of 

some of its captivating sites. 

 

I thank you!  

 


