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• 34………In addition, given the recurring loss to 
human life and assets across the world on 
account of unsafe working places, we direct the 
Task Force to partner with ILO in consultation 
with countries, and to consider how the G20 
might contribute to safer workplaces……..
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Occupational injuries and diseases

� 335,000 deaths

� 250 million accidents

� 160 million occupational diseases

� 4% of world’s gross national product is 

lost

Source: Kofi A. Annan. Occupational health and safety: a high priority on 

the global, international and national agenda. Asian-Pacific Newslett on OSH 

1997;4:59
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Occupational diseases
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Pneumoconiosis
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Occupational Diseases 

� Diseases caused by work have to be Diseases caused by work have to be Diseases caused by work have to be Diseases caused by work have to be discovereddiscovereddiscovereddiscovered and their and their and their and their 

victims be properly victims be properly victims be properly victims be properly treated andtreated andtreated andtreated and compensatedcompensatedcompensatedcompensated

� Preventive and protective measures Preventive and protective measures Preventive and protective measures Preventive and protective measures must bemust bemust bemust be takentakentakentaken at the at the at the at the 

workplaceworkplaceworkplaceworkplace

� Definition of occupational diseases is usually set out in Definition of occupational diseases is usually set out in Definition of occupational diseases is usually set out in Definition of occupational diseases is usually set out in 

legislationlegislationlegislationlegislation
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International Labour Organization
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� Standard-setting is one of the ILO’s major means of action to improve 

conditions of life and work worldwide

� ILO’s standards are Conventions and Recommendation adopted by the 

international Labour  Conference



Historical Development in 
Identification of Occupational Diseases

In 1919In 1919In 1919In 1919

� R.3 AnthraxAnthraxAnthraxAnthrax Prevention 

� R.4 Lead PoisoningLead PoisoningLead PoisoningLead Poisoning (Women and children)
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History and Development

In 1925In 1925In 1925In 1925 - C. 18 Workmen’s Compensation 
(occupational diseases)

1. Poisoning by lead, its alloys or 
compounds and their sequelae

2. Poisoning by mercury, its amalgams 
and compounds and their sequelae
and 

3. Anthrax infection 
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Date of entry into force: 01 Apr 1927
68 ratifications and 8 denouncements 



History and Development

1. Lead poisoning 

2. Mercury poisoning

3. Anthrax

4. Silicosis

5. Phosphorus poisoning

6. Arsenic poisoning

7. Poisoning by benzene

8. Poisoning by the halogen 
derivatives of hydrocarbons 
of the aliphatic series 

9. Diseases due to radiation, 
and 

10. Skin cancer (primary 
epitheliomatous cancer of 
the skin)
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In 1934 In 1934 In 1934 In 1934 ---- C. 42 Revised C.18

Date of entry into force: 17 Jun 1936
53 ratifications and 12 denouncements
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History and development

Schedule I. List of Occupational DiseasesSchedule I. List of Occupational DiseasesSchedule I. List of Occupational DiseasesSchedule I. List of Occupational Diseases

� 1964: 15 diseases

(five new diseases: beryllium, chrome, manganese, carbon bisulphide, 

nitro- and amido-toxic derivatives of benzene & its homologues) 
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Schedule I. List Of Occupational Diseases, 1980
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Occupational diseases Work involving exposure to risk

1. Pneumoconiosis caused by sclerogenic mineral dust 
(silicosis, anthraco-silicosis, asbestosis) and silico-
tuberculosis, provided that silicosis is an essential factor in 
causing the resulatant incapacity or death.

All work involving exposure to the risk concerned.

2. Bronchopulmonary diseases caused by hard- metal dust. -

3. Bronchopulmonary diseases caused by cotton dust 
(byssinosis), or flax, hemp or sisal dust.

-

4. Occupational asthma caused by sensitising agents or 
irritants both recognised in this regard and inherent in the 
work process.

-

5.Extrinsic allergic alveolitis and its sequelea, caused by the 
inhalation of organic dusts, as prescribed by national 
legislation.

-

6.Diseases caused by beryllium or its toxic compounds. -

7. Diseases caused by cadnium or its toxic compounds. -

8. Diseases caused by phosphorus or its toxic compounds. -

9. Diseases caused by chromium or its toxic compounds. -

10. Diseases caused by manganese or its toxic compounds. -
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11. Diseases caused by arsenic or its toxic compounds. -

12. Diseases caused by mercury or its toxic compounds. -

13. Diseases caused by lead or its toxic compounds. -

14. Diseases caused by fluorine or its toxic compounds. -

15. Diseases caused by carbon disulfide. -

16. Diseases caused by the toxic halogen derivatives of 
aliphatic or aromatic hydrocarbon.

-

17. Diseases caused by benzene or its toxic homologues -

18.Diseases caused by toxic nitro-and amino-derivatives 
of benzene or its homologues.

-

19. Diseases caused by nitroglycerine or other nitric acid 
esters.

-

20. Diseases caused by alcohols, glycols, or ketones. -

21. Diseases caused by asphyxiants, carbon monoxide 
hydrogen cyanide or its toxic derivatives, hydrogen 
sulfide

-

22. Hearing impairment caused by noise -

23. Diseases caused by vibration (disorders or muscles, 
tendons, bones, joints, peripheral blood vessels or 
peripheral nerves)

-
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24. Diseases caused by work in compressed air.

25. Diseases caused by ionising radiations. All work involving exposure to the action of 
ionising radiations

26. Skin diseases caused by physical, chemical 
or biological agents not included under other 
items.

All work involving exposure to the risk 
concerned

27. Primary epitheliomatous cancer of the skin 
caused by tar, pitch, bitumen, mineral oil, 
anthracene, or the compounds, products or 
residues of these substances.

28. Lung cancer or mesotheliomas, caused by 
asbestos.

29. Infectious or parasitic diseases contracted in 
an occupation where there is a particular risk of 
contamination.

(a) Health or laboratory work
(b) Veterinary work
(c) Work handling animals, animal carcasses, 

parts of such carcasses, or merchandise 
which may have been contaminated by 
animals, animal carcasses or parts of such 
carcasses.

(d) Other work carrying a particular risk of 
contamination

*In the application of this schedule the degree and type of exposure should be taken into account when appropriate
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Employment Injury 
Benefits Convention, 
1964 ( No. 121) 

(Source: ILOLEX - 15. 10. 2013) Country
Ratification

date
Status

Belgium 22:04:1970 ratified 

Bolivia 31:01:1977 ratified 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 02:06:1993 ratified 

Chile 30:09:1999 ratified 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 05:09:1967 ratified 

Croatia 08:10:1991 ratified 

Cyprus 28:07:1966 ratified 

Ecuador 05:04:1978 ratified 

Finland 23:09:1968 ratified 

Germany 01:03:1972 ratified 

Guinea 11:08:1967 ratified 

Ireland 09:06:1969 ratified 

Japan 07:06:1974 ratified 

AraLibyan b Jamahiriya 19:06:1975 ratified 

Luxembourg 24:07:1972 ratified 

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 17:11:1991 ratified 

Montenegro 03:06:2006 ratified 

Netherlands 02:08:1966 ratified 

Senegal 25:04:1966 ratified 

Serbia 24:11:2000 ratified 

Slovenia 29:05:1992 ratified 

Sweden 17:06:1969 ratified 

Uruguay 28:06:1973 ratified 

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 10:08:1982 ratified 

Ratified: 24

Conditional ratification: 0

Declared applicable:0

Denounced: 0



Definition of Occupational Diseases

Definition of occupational diseases

Paragraph 6(1) of Recommendation No. 121 defines occupational diseases 
as follows:

“Each “Each “Each “Each Member should, Member should, Member should, Member should, under prescribed conditionsunder prescribed conditionsunder prescribed conditionsunder prescribed conditions, regard , regard , regard , regard diseases diseases diseases diseases 
known to arise out of the exposure to substances and dangerous known to arise out of the exposure to substances and dangerous known to arise out of the exposure to substances and dangerous known to arise out of the exposure to substances and dangerous 
conditions in process, trades or occupations as occupational conditions in process, trades or occupations as occupational conditions in process, trades or occupations as occupational conditions in process, trades or occupations as occupational diseases”diseases”diseases”diseases”
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Definition of occupational diseases

The Protocol of 2002 to the Occupational Safety and Health Convention, 
1981 (No.155) specifies :

“occupational diseases as any disease contracted as a result of an “occupational diseases as any disease contracted as a result of an “occupational diseases as any disease contracted as a result of an “occupational diseases as any disease contracted as a result of an 

exposure to risk factors arising from work activities.exposure to risk factors arising from work activities.exposure to risk factors arising from work activities.exposure to risk factors arising from work activities. ””””
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� The exposure-effect relationship between a specific working specific working specific working specific working 
environment and/or activityenvironment and/or activityenvironment and/or activityenvironment and/or activity and a specific disease effecta specific disease effecta specific disease effecta specific disease effect

� The fact that these diseases occur among the group of persons 
concerned with a frequency above the averageabove the averageabove the averageabove the average morbidity of the 
rest of the population
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Two Main Elements in the Definitions



Employment Injury Benefits Convention, 
1964 (No.121)

(Article 8) Each Member shall

� (a) prescribe a list of diseases, comprising at least the diseases enumerated in 

Schedule I to this Convention, which shall be regarded as occupational diseases 

under prescribed conditions; or

� (b) include in its legislation a general definition of occupational diseases broad 

enough to cover at least the diseases enumerated in Schedule I to this 

Convention; or 

� (c) prescribe a list of diseases in conformity with clause (a), complemented by a 

general definition of occupational diseases or by other provisions for establishing 

the occupational origin of diseases not so listed or manifesting themselves under 

conditions different from those prescribed
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� Promotion of the inclusion of a range of internationally acknowledged 

occupational diseases in national lists. 

� Harmonization of the development of policy on occupational diseases 

and in promoting their prevention. 

� Serving as an example for countries establishing or revising their 

national lists.
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The Role & Impact of the ILO List



� Adding to the list would imply the extension of preventive measures to 

control the use of harmful substances and would assist a better health 

surveillance of workers

� This effect can be expected both in countries that have ratified the 

Conventions and those that have not
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The Role & Impact of the ILO List



Need to Regularly Update the List

� New risk factors

� Diagnostic technology

� Increased recognition at the national  and international levels
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Committee on Occupational Safety and Health
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R194 List of Occupational Diseases 

Recommendation, 2002
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www.ilo.org/ilolex/english/recdisp1.htm.
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Important Features of the List in 2002

A new format has been proposed, breaking down the list into the four A new format has been proposed, breaking down the list into the four A new format has been proposed, breaking down the list into the four A new format has been proposed, breaking down the list into the four 
following  categories:following  categories:following  categories:following  categories:

1. Diseases caused by agents (chemical, physical, biological)

2. Diseases of target organ systems (respiratory, skin, 
musculoskeletal)

3. Occupational cancer

4. Other diseases
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Preparation for Updating the List of 
Occupational Diseases
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1. Evaluation of the international scientific development in 

identification of occupational diseases

2. Analysis of national and other lists of occupational 

diseases

3. Amendments to the List of Occupational Diseases at the 

2002 ILC

4. Comments from Member States 



Technical Considerations

� The proposed list was not intended to include all known 
occupational diseases 

� Diseases to be included in the list were considered common to 
a number of countries or populations

� Rare disorders (or less frequent and very specific to a small 
target group) were considered to be more appropriate to be 
dealt with at a local level
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Meeting of Experts on the 
Revision of the List of 
Occupational Diseases 
(Recommendation No. 
194)

27-30 Oct.2009, Geneva
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http://www.ilo.org/global/publications/ilo-bookstore/order-online/books/WCMS_150323/lang--en/index.htm
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Thank 
you!


