Seoul Declaration
on
Promotion of National Social Protection Floors for All by
Economic and Social Councils and Similar Institutions

We, representatives from Economic and Social Councils and Similar Institu-
tions (ESC-SIs), participating in the international conference on “The role of
ESC-SIs and social dialogue in the implementation of social protection
floors for all”, hosted by the AICESIS-ILO-Korean Economic and Social

Development Commission on 20-21 November 2014 in Seoul,

Recalling that the ILO Social Protection Floors Recommendation, 2012 (No.
202) calls on ILO member States to formulate and implement national social
security extension strategies, based on national consultations through effec-

tive social dialogue and broad participation,
Determined to advance inclusive development and social justice,

Reaffirming that achieving social protection for all is a crucial goal for the
realization of the human right to social security, for preventing and reducing

poverty and inequality,

Considering the institutional role of Economic and Social Councils and
Similar Institutions of facilitating broad social dialogue processes and
consultations amongst representative organizations of employers and work-
ers, as well as other relevant and representative organizations of persons
concerned, for promoting the establishment and the expansion of social
protection floors and for ensuring that any social security reform is fair and

sustainable
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Recognize that :

While the need for social protection is widely recognized, the fundamental human
right to social security remains unfulfilled for the majority of the world’s popula-
tion. Only 27 per cent of the global population enjoys access to comprehensive
social security systems, whereas 73 per cent are covered partially or not at all.

Social security protects and empowers people, contributes to boosting economic
demand and accelerating recovery. It has proven to be a powerful stabilizer in times
of economic crisis as observed during the recent global economic downturn. It is
an economic and social necessity for inclusive development and progress.

There 1s an urgent need to build national Social Protection Floors, as called for in
Recommendation No. 202 by which member States agreed to formulate and
implement national social security extension strategies based on effective social
dialogue and broad participation.

Most middle-income and low income countries are boldly expanding their social
protection systems, demonstrating a powerful example of inclusive development.

However, a number of countries are reforming their social protection systems for
cost-savings as a result of fiscal consolidation policies. These policies lead to
cutting welfare coverage, reducing benefits and limiting access to quality public
services, with significant adverse social impacts.

The ESC-SIs can play a critical role to ensure adequate levels of social protection
and that any reform of social security, including financial sustainability, is the
subject of an effective social dialogue and consultations and not decided unilateral-
ly. Through national consensus building, ESC-SIs can contribute to the formula-
tion or reform of optimal social protection systems that are in accordance with
national circumstances, as well as to the implementation and monitoring of prog-
ress by involving the main social, economic and political actors concerned.

The ILO and AICESIS consider that it is critical therefore to strengthen the capaci-
ties of ESC-SIs so that the latter can play an effective role in the area of social
protection. Recalling that the common goals of the ILO and the AICESIS were
highlighted at the joint International Conference on the “Social Protection Floor for
an Inclusive and Fair Globalization” held in Geneva in May 2012. The Seoul
Declaration aims at mobilizing the ESC-SIs on this strategic issue and strengthen-
ing their role in this framework.



We are determined to :

Reinforce actions at the national level and with regard to different crucial players
(Government, Parliament, representative organizations of employers and workers,
Economic and Social Councils and Similar Institutions, as well as other relevant
and representative organizations of persons concerned) in order to play a key role
as social dialogue platforms in support of the promotion and recognition of the
importance of comprehensive social protection for all.

We the ESC-SIs propose the following action :

At national level, as key platforms for tripartite and enlarged consultations and
deliberations on economic and social policies and for building consensus, we the
ESC-SIs commit to use our best endeavor to:

* Include Social Protection Floors on our agendas, give priority to engagement
in the field of social protection in line with the Recommendation No. 202 and
help shape national dialogues, committing time and resources required to this
end;

» Participate actively in the formulation, implementation and monitoring of
social protection floors and other objectives of national social security exten-
sion strategies;

 Promote consultation processes in case of the introduction of social security
reforms and fiscal adjustment to ensure adequate benefits and the safeguard
of fair social protection systems;

* Support actively the main principles of the Social Protection Floors Recom-
mendation No. 202; undertake proactive advocacy efforts and awareness-rais-
ing among the stakeholders and the general public on the key role of social
protection for national development; and contribute to forging virtuous
alliances in favor of the elaboration of national social security extension strat-
egies;

* Give due consideration to the guidance given by relevant ILO instruments in

the area of Social Dialogue, especially the Tripartite Consultation (Interna-
tional Labour Standards) Convention No. 144; and

* Invite the ILO to initiate discussions with the international financial institu-
tions to include in their respective agendas the fight against poverty and the
promotion of social justice.



We the AICESIS propose the following action :

* Favor exchanges of information, experiences and good practices between
individual ESC-SIs concerning their contributions, and their specific roles in
designing and implementing social protection floors for all;

* Undertake follow-up actions to the Seoul Conference which will be present-
ed at the General Assembly meeting in Moscow in 2015 including specific
initiatives aiming at reinforcing ESC-SIs’ capacities to support the imple-
mentation of national Social Protection Floors at country level; and

* Document efforts and achievements of ESC-SIs in promoting the implemen-
tation of Social Protection Floors, and promote social and civil dialogue in
case of social security reforms, and provide recommendations for comple-
mentary measures that ESC-SIs could take.

We the ILO propose the following action :

* Promote social dialogue and consultation with tripartite partners and other
relevant and representative organizations of persons concerned, with the
support of broad platforms such as ESC-SIs, in the formulation and imple-
mentation of national social protection reforms and strategies;

* Monitor social protection trends and provide policy tools and training to
support social dialogue, regarding both the expansion of social protec-

tion floors and other possible reforms of social security systems; and

* Offer its expertise to ESC-SIs to formulate strategies that aim at estab-
lishing socially and economically adequate and sustainable national
social security systems according to the principles of Social Security
(Minimum Standards) Convention, 1952 (No. 102).

Seoul, 21 November 2014
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