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Programme, Financial and Administrative Section PFA 
Personnel Questions Segment  

Date: 18 May 2021 
Original: English  

Fourth item on the agenda 

Matters relating to the Administrative Tribunal of 

the ILO 

Withdrawal of the recognition of the Tribunal’s jurisdiction by 

the Universal Postal Union 

 By letter dated 29 April 2021 and received on 4 May 2021 (see Appendix I), the Director-
General of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) informed the Director-General that by 
decisions adopted respectively on 23 April and 5 July 2018, the UPU Council of 
Administration and the Management Board of its Provident Scheme had decided, for the 
various reasons set forth in those decisions, to formally withdraw their recognition of 
the jurisdiction of the ILO Administrative Tribunal (ILOAT) and to recognize the 
jurisdiction of the United Nations Appeals Tribunal (UNAT), with effect from the receipt 
of the aforementioned written notification by the ILO. The UPU Director-General 
indicated that there are three complaints concerning the UPU currently pending before 
the Tribunal (AT 5-5381, AT 5-5423 and AT 5-5500). The Director-General confirmed, in 
this connection, the intention of the UPU to execute promptly and in good faith any 
Tribunal judgment rendered under such residual jurisdiction, and to pay any 
outstanding costs due to the Tribunal. The UPU Director-General requested that the ILO 
Governing Body take due note of the withdrawal of recognition of jurisdiction as referred 
to in his letter, and that it instruct the ILOAT Registrar to reject any cases filed with the 
Tribunal after the date of receipt of the withdrawal notification. 

 Upon acknowledging receipt of the above letter, the Office requested additional 
information on the reasons that led UPU to discontinue the acceptance of the jurisdiction 
of the Tribunal and also on any consultations with staff representative bodies prior to 
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the withdrawal decision. By letter dated 12 May, the UPU provided clarifications on these 
points (see Appendix II).  

 The UPU recognized the jurisdiction of the Tribunal in 1965 1 with effect from 1 January 
1966. The UPU currently employs 256 staff. In the 55 years of Tribunal membership, the 
UPU has been the subject of 75 judgments rendered by the Tribunal.  

 The Statute of the Tribunal in its article II(5) and the Annex sets out the conditions for 
the admission of an international organization but is currently silent on the conditions 
of withdrawal. While the recognition of the Tribunal’s jurisdiction is in essence a 
unilateral declaration by an international organization which can be unilaterally revoked, 
a withdrawal from the Tribunal’s membership needs to be however confirmed by the 
Governing Body to become effective.  

 In this connection, it is recalled that the at its 341st Session (March 2021), the Governing 
Body approved the draft resolution appended to document GB.341/PFA/15/1 concerning 
amendments to the Tribunal’s Statute and to its Annex, for possible adoption by the 
International Labour Conference at its 109th Session (2021) relating inter alia to the 
procedure according to which an international organization that has recognized the 
jurisdiction of the Tribunal may revoke its declaration of acceptance. 

Draft decision 

 The Governing Body: 

(a) took note of the decision of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) and its Provident 
Scheme to discontinue its recognition of the jurisdiction of the Administrative 
Tribunal; 

(b) confirmed that the UPU and its Provident Scheme will no longer be subject to 
the competence of the Tribunal with effect from the date of this decision; and 

(c) requested the Director-General to follow-up with the UPU regarding the 
payment of any outstanding costs. 

 
1 GB.163/F.A./D.17/2. 

https://www.ilo.org/public/libdoc/ilo/GB/163/GB.163_FA_D.17_2_engl.pdf


 GB.341bis/PFA/4(Rev.1) 3 
 

Appendix I 

 



 GB.341bis/PFA/4(Rev.1) 4 
 

Appendix II 

 
  



 GB.341bis/PFA/4(Rev.1) 5 
 

 


