
Extending Social Security to All – 
A Guide through Challenges and Options

What is Extending social security to all? 
It is a guide, published in 2010, outlining basic concepts 
such as the social protection fl oor and the social security 
staircase; analyzing the affordability of various approaches; and 
examining the results of practices around the world, especially 
in low- and middle-income countries

For whom? 
 Direct benefi ciaries: Policy makers, ILO constituents, 

international agencies including the UN
 Ultimate benefi ciaries: Global population

For what purpose?
Provide information and guidance to policy makers and ILO 
constituents on policies to extend social security coverage 
(including the social protection fl oor)

How is it delivered?
 Handing out of the guide for self-help use

What are its components?
Three sections:

 Introduction
 Part I. The policy framework

 • Needs, rights and a promise unfulfi lled
 • An emerging policy framework for adequate social 

security for all
 • Practical policy options and policy design issues
 • Summary and conclusions

 Part II. Facts and evidence
 • A statistical analysis of the coverage gap
 • Country experiences
 • Effects of non-contributory social transfers in developing 

countries: an overview

Which technical areas are covered?
 Social security
 Income security
 Access to health care
 Risks management 

Rural-Relevant Tools
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Can it cover more technical areas?
No, this book is focused specifi cally on social security

Where has it been used?
Disseminated worldwide through ILO Constituents 
(Governments, employers and workers of its 183 Member 
States)

Which languages? 
Available in 1 language: English

Is it suitable for rural areas?
Yes

What are its strengths? 
 Provides an overview of social security coverage extension 

policies and practices worldwide
 Can be linked with more instruments-based tool such as 

those on micro-insurance, quantitative models for actuarial 
calculation and other social security instruments

Is there a training course in ITC-Turin?
No, but the guide supports the training course on “Social Security
for All”

Where to fi nd more information? 
 The guide is available at:

http://www.ilo.org/global/publications/ilo-bookstore/order-
online/books/WCMS_146616/lang--fr/index.htm 

 General information:
http://www.ilo.org/secsoc 
http://www.socialsecurityextension.org 

Who to contact?
E-mail:  Krzysztof Hagemejer: hagemejer@ilo.org or
   secsoc@ilo.org 

Address:  International Labour Offi ce
   4 Route des Morillons 
   Genève 22 CH-1211
   Switzerland

2011

For more information on ILO rural work visit www.ilo.org/rural • Contact us at rural@ilo.org 2011
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