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What are the International Health Regulations (2005)?

A legally binding agreement among 196 States Parties 

(all 194 WHO Member States, plus Holy See and 

Lichtenstein), to work together for global health security.

Entered into force on 15 June 2007.

WHO coordinates and facilitates the its implementation.

Purpose and Scope

To prevent, protect against, control and provide a public 

health response to the international spread of disease 

in ways that are commensurate with, and restricted to, 

public health risks, and which avoid unnecessary 

interference with international traffic.
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24/7 accessibility

Primary channel for WHO-NFP event-

related communications

Disseminate information within WHO

"Activate" the WHO assessment and 

response system

Detect

Assess

Report

Respond

24/7 accessibility

Communication with WHO

Dissemination of information nationally

Consolidating input nationally

National surveillance and response systems

Incl. Points of Entry

National IHR

Focal Point (NFP) 

WHO IHR 

Contact Points

Emergency

Committee

Other competent 

organizations

(IAEA etc.)

Ministries and  

sectors concerned

Determine Public Health Emergency of 

International Concern (PHEIC)

Make temporary and standing 

recommendations Review

Committee

Expert

Roster

WHO 

Director-General

Notification

Consultation

Report

Verification

Unusual 

health

events

Art.4

Art.6-12

Annex 1.A

Annex 1, Art.22, Art.27

How does IHR work?
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WHO refers an event for consideration to the EC based 

on the risk assessment 
Acute event management 

Under the IHR and the WHO Emergency Response Framework

Rapid Risk Assessment 

grading/initiate rapid response

Rapid communication to State Parties via EIS; 

DON; situation reports

Signal detection by WHO/ State Party notification  

Verification and risk assessment by WHO 

Consideration of 

convening an 

Emergency Committee:
1) Does event constitute a 

PHEIC?

2) If yes, what TRs?

WHO Emergency 

Response 

Framework 
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Mandate of the Emergency committee (Art 48):

• To advise the DG if event is a PHEIC or not

• To terminate a PHEIC

• To propose issuance of Temporary Recommendations

if a PHEIC

Operations (Art – 47-49):

• Members and advisers selected from IHR 
Roster of Experts or other Expert advisory 
panels of WHO, and expert nominated by 
the affected State Party

• Confidentiality rules and regulations

• Affected State Party invited to provide 
information

• EC Report provided to the Director-
General

Public Health Emergency of International Concern (Art 1):

1. Extraordinary (unusual/unexpected) event

2. Constitutes a risk to other states through international spread

3. Requires coordinated international response

Why does the WHO DG convene an Emergency Committee under the IHR?
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7 of the 10 events for which DG convened the Emergency Committee 
were determined to be a PHEIC 

Influenza 
pandemic 

H1N1

MERS 
CoV

Polio Ebola (West 
Africa)

Yellow 
Fever

Ebola 
(DRC) 

(x4)
Ebola (DRC) COVID-19 Monkeypox

April 2009 – August 

2010

July 2013 –

September 2015
April 2014 – …

August 2014 –

March 2016

January –

November 2016

May –

August 

2016

May 2018

October 2018

April 2019

June 2019

July 2019

October 2019 

– June 2020

January 2020 - … June 2022 - …

Zika and 
microcephaly
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IHR Amendments – process so far and next steps

• Governing Bodies’ mandates

• Areas potentially to be covered by the proposed amendments

• Process going forward
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Resolution WHA74.7 May 2021

Establishment 

WGPR

to consider the findings and 

recommendations of (…) panels

to prioritize the assessment of 

the benefits of developing a 

WHO (…) instrument on PPR
Decision WHA74(16) May 2021

Decides to request DG to

organize Special Session of

WHA in November 2021, with

only one agenda item – consider

benefits of WHO instrument

to report to WHASS2 on 

benefits of WHO instrument

To report to WHA75 through 

EB150, with proposed actions 

for the WHO Secretariat, 

Member States, and non-State 

actors

Decision EB150(3) 

Jan 2022

the WGPR will include, as part of its 

ongoing work, dedicated time to allow 

for discussions on strengthening IHR 

(2005),  including through 

implementation, compliance and 

potential amendments

Decision SSA2(5) Nov 2021

Establishment  

INB –> “Accord”

Should consider the discussions and 

outcomes of the WGPR/ WGIHR,  

particularly in relation with IHR

Progess report at WHA76 in 2023 Final report at WHA77 in 2024

WHO Governing Bodies mandates related to IHR

Draft zero INB3 Dec 2022

Resolution WHA75.12 

May 2022

Establishment WGIHR 

(1st mtg 15 Nov 2022)

Decision WHA75(9) 

May 2022

Agreed amendments to Art 55, 

59, 61, 62 and 63 of the IHR –> 

to enter into force in May 2024

Establishment Review Committee on 

amendments to IHR (1st mtg by 1 Oct 2022)

Technical 

recommendations on 

proposed amendments 

-> DG mid-Jan 2023

Final report at WHA77 in 2024
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Areas potentially to be covered by the proposed amendments

• Notification, verification, and information sharing

• Risk assessment, including determination of PHEIC and intermediate level 

of alert

• Public health response and Temporary recommendations

• Health measures on arrival or departure

• Convening and functioning of the Emergency Committee

• Collaboration and assistance

• Core capacities 

• Compliance Committee
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Process going forward

• States Parties are requested to submit proposals for amendments by 30 September 2022

• Review Committee to be convened from October to mid-January 2023
➢ To examine amendments through a structured and systematic approach, including:

– aim of the proposed amendment 

– considerations of benefits and challenges

– consistencies with existing articles and frameworks

– alternative options for more effective implementation 

➢ To provide technical recommendations on proposed amendments to the Director-General by mid 

January 2023

• Working Group on IHR Amendments to be convened from Mid-November 2022 to May 2024
➢ To review the proposed amendments submitted by 30 September 2022, and the technical 

recommendations of the Review Committee 

➢ To provide its report to the WHA by May 2024. 

➢ Amendments agreed at the WHA77 in 2024 will then enter into force in 12 months as agreed in 

Resolution WHA75.12


