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Shipping

• Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC, 2006)

• Key role of Special Tripartite Committee and its Officers



Shipping

• Interventions at request of SO and SF organizations, and governments

• Information note on maritime labour issues and coronavirus (COVID-19) - Revised version 3.0

• General observation on matters arising from the application of the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006, as amended (MLC, 2006) 

during the COVID-19 pandemic

• ILO Governing  Body Resolution concerning maritime labour issues and the COVID-19 pandemic (adopted on 8 December 2020)

• STC Resolution concerning the implementation and practical application of the MLC, 2006 during the COVID-19 pandemic 

• STC Resolution concerning COVID-19 vaccination for seafarers 

• Statements of the Officers of the Special Tripartite Committee





UN SG’s Executive Committee

Decisions taken end of 2020

… UN General Assembly Resolution on International cooperation to address 

challenges faced by seafarers as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic to 

support global supply chains

Decisions taken January 2022

… establishment of interagency ad hoc task for on application of MLC, 2006 

during pandemic (following up on STC resolution)



Maritime coordinated strategy group 

• ILO, IMO, ICS, ITF plus UNCTAD, WHO, European Commission…

• Share information

• Otherwise acts to address challenges

• Coordinates approaches to specific countries (Kiribati)



• Joint UN agency statements (examples)

• Joint Statement on medical certificates of seafarers, ship sanitation certificates 

and medical care of seafarers in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic 

• Joint Statement IMO-ICAO-ILO on designation of seafarers, marine personnel, 

fishing vessel personnel, offshore energy sector personnel, aviation personnel, air 

cargo supply chain personnel and service provider personnel at airports and ports 

as key workers, and on facilitation of crew changes in ports and airports in the 

context of the COVID-19 pandemic

• Joint Statement on prioritization of COVID-19 vaccination for seafarers and aircrew

• Joint statement urging continued collaboration to address the crew change crisis, 

safeguard seafarer health and safety, and avoid supply chain disruptions during 

the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic



CMT Workstream for Travel and Trade

• Feeds into the UN Crisis Management Team addressing COVID-19 issues

• Chaired by International Organization for Migration (IOM) – pus IMO, ICAO, WHO, ILO

• Workplan:

Improving coordination to facilitate safe cross-border mobility

Integrating public health risk mitigation measures and digital health 

certificates

Promoting safe and resilient human mobility and trade facilitation



Some key (apparently) shared issues: 

• Designation as «key workers», and its meaning with respect to 

measures taken

• Recognition of documentation (note SIDS – C.185)

• Discrimination against cross-border workers

• Access to vaccinations; vaccination certification

• Access to tests; harmonization of testing procedures

• Medical care and quarantine issues

• Coordinated approach at national level – key countries


