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Chair and speakers of Session 1, 15 May 2012 

Chair: 

Aurelio Parisotto is a Senior Economist at the Policy Integration Department of the 
ILO. His current interests are the economic and social implications of the global 
financial crisis, policies for economic and employment recovery, local economic 
development and pro-poor growth. He contributed to several major reports by the 
ILO, UNCTAD and the United Nations. His research work on globalization and 
regional integration, foreign investment and transnational production networks, 
employment and labour markets has been published by the ILO, OECD, UNCTAD, 
the World Bank and commercial publishers.  

 

Speakers: 

José Manuel Salazar-Xirinachs is Executive Director of the International Labour 
Organization's Employment Sector, responsible for the ILO’s work on promoting 
employment and job-rich growth. In this capacity, José Manuel is managing 
sector’s work on a series of programmes: employment policy; sustainable 
enterprises; skills and employability; labour market analysis; employment 
services; labour market information and trends; employment intensive 
investments; social finance; informal economy; trade and employment; green 
jobs; rural employment; youth employment; gender and employment; disability; 
response to conflicts and disasters and employment recovery and the Global Jobs 
Pact. 

 

Cyn-Young Park is Assistant Chief Economist and Director of the Economic 
Analysis and Operations Support Division in the Economics Research Department 
of the Asian Development Bank (ADB). She manages a team of economists to 
assess socio-economic benefits of the ADB programs and projects and provide 
country diagnostic studies for effective ADB support to its developing member 
countries. She has been a main author and contributor to ADB’s major 
publications including Asian development Outlook (ADB’s flagship publication), 
Asia Capital Markets Monitor, Asia Economic Monitor, and Asia Monitor. Cyn-
Young has written and lectured extensively about the Asian economy and financial 
markets. Prior to joining the ADB, she served as Economist (1999-2002) at the 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), where she contributed to the OECD 
Economic Outlook. She received her Ph.D. in Economics from Columbia University and holds a bachelor 
degree in International Economics from Seoul National University. 

 

Samuel Wangwe is Executive Director of Research on Poverty Alleviation (REPOA), 
a leading independent research institution in Tanzania, specializing in policy 
research on socio-economic and development issues. Author of many books and 
articles on development and economic management, Professor Wangwe has some 
40 years work experience as an economist, professor, researcher, and policy 
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advisor to the Government of Tanzania. He has published some 13 books and more than  70 articles in 
various areas of development economics. Previously, Samuel was Head of Economics Department 
(1980-82) and Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences (1982-88) at the University of Dar es 
Salaam, Senior Research fellow at the United Nations University  - Institute for New Technologies in 
Maastricht (1991-94); Executive Director of the Economic and Social Research Foundation, a policy 
research institution  in Tanzania (1994-2002) and has  been  a  policy advisor on coordination of reforms 
in  the President’s Office Public Service Management in Tanzania (2004-06) and Chairman of Daima 
Associates (2005-10). His research and consultancy has been in economic policy and reforms, trade, 
regional integration, industrial development, agricultural development, poverty issues, growth and 
development strategies, tourism, investment, Employment, mining policy, infrastructure, finance, 
foreign aid, capacity development, institutional development and science, technology and innovations 
for development.  He was educated at the Universities of Dar es Salaam, London School of Economics 
and Oxford.   

 

Koji Suzuki is Director, International Division, at the Japanese Trade Union 
Confederation-RENGO and President of the Japan International Labour 
Foundation (JILAF). Previously, he was Director of Field Projects Department 
Japan International Labour Foundation (JILAF), Assistant Director, Bureau 
Confederation of Japan Automobile Workers’ Unions (JAW) then, in September 
1996, Director of Bureau and worked at Akebono Brake Industry Co., Ltd. Koji 
Suzuki has a bachelor’s degree in social sciences from Waseba University.  

 

 

 

Peter Woolford is President of Clairmark Consulting which provides business and 
economic research, and public policy advice to trade associations and 
companies. Peter also sits on the Governing Body of the International Labour 
Organization on behalf of the Canadian Council of Employers. He served as a 
senior official in several federal departme nts, including Finance, Industry, 
Economic Development, and the Privy Council Office. 
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Chair and speakers of Session 2, 15 May 2012 

Chair: 

Marek Dabrowski is a professor of economics, co-founder and fellow of CASE - 
Center for Social and Economic Research in Poland, and he served as the 
Chairman of its Supervisory Council and President until recently. Marek is a 
member of the Scientific Council of the E.T. Gaidar Institute for Economic Policy 
in Moscow. He served as the First Deputy Minister of Finance of Poland (1989-
1990), Member of Parliament (1991-1993) and Member of the Monetary Policy 
Council of the National Bank of Poland (1998-2004). Since the end of 1980s he 
has been involved in policy advising and policy research in Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Egypt, Georgia, Iraq, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Macedonia, Moldova, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Syria, 

Turkmenistan, Ukraine, Uzbekistan and Yemen, as well as in a number of international research projects 
related to monetary and fiscal policies, growth and poverty, currency crises, international financial 
architecture, EU and EMU enlargement, perspectives of European integration, European Neighborhood 
Policy and political economy of transition. He is authored several academic and policy papers, and 
edited several book publications. 

 

Speakers: 

 

Ralf Peters is UNCTAD staff member in the Trade Negotiations and Commercial 
Diplomacy Branch of the Division on International Trade in Good and Services, 
and Commodities. He deals with multilateral trade negotiations, especially in 
agriculture and industrial goods trade, and carries out applied research and 
supports developing countries in trade negotiations. From 2009 to 2010, Ralf 
was Chief Technical Advisor at the ILO for a project on trade and employment. 
Before he joined UNCTAD in 2002, he was Project Coordinator at the Centre for 
European Economic Research and Assistant Professor for economics. Ralf Peters 
has a master degree in international economics and holds a Ph.D. in economics. 

 

Kenta Goto is an associate professor of development economics in the Faculty 
of Economics at Kansai University, Osaka, Japan. He has previously worked for 
Itochu Corporation, the UNDP Country Office in Mongolia, the ILO Regional 
Office for Asia and the Pacific (Thailand), and as a JICA Expert in Vietnam and 
Cambodia. His current research focuses on issues pertinent to labor intensive 
industrialization, informal economy, and the global value chain. He has 
published several book chapters and articles in refereed journals including the 
European Journal of Development Research, Journal of International 
Development, Global Networks, Journal of Contemporary Asia, Asian-Pacific 

Economic Literature and Development in Practice, among others. His degrees are from Keio University, 
Harvard University and Kyoto University. 
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Wen Tiejun is Executive Dean, Institute of Advanced Studies for Sustainability; 
Professor and Dean of the School of Agriculture & Rural Development; and 
Director of the Institute of Rural Finance at Renmin University of China. A 
renowned expert on social-economic sustainable development and rural issues, 
especially in policy studies on current affairs, macro-economic, geo-strategy of 
south-south cooperatives, long-term inclusive growth, he is a prolific researcher 
of rural economies and development. He is a member of Consultant Committee 
of Ministries such as  Environmental Protection, Trade, Agriculture, Forestry at 
the Central Government. He is Vice Chair-Person of China Society of 
Agricultural Economics, and Deputy Secretary-General, China Macroeconomic 

Research Foundation. Not just a man of the theory, he also bases his research on massive field 
investigations across the country. For more than two decades, Wen Tiejun has been leading the 
experimental rural reform in China. 

 

Chairs and speakers of Session 3 part 1, 15 May 2012 

Chair: 

Richard Morgan is the Senior Advisor on the Post-2015 Development Agenda at the 
United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), responsible for participating and engaging 
in the multi-stakeholder processes leading up to 2015 and the expiry of the current 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  Previous to this appointment, Richard was 
the Director of Policy and Practice at UNICEF Headquarters in New York, 
responsible for organizational standards and practice in the areas of gender, 
children's rights, child and youth participation and communication for 
development. Richard also led UNICEF's work on child statistics and advocacy for 

child-focused social and economic policies. Earlier, Richard worked in Africa for more than two decades 
as a development planner, macro-economist, rural development specialist, social sector advisor and 
humanitarian programme manager. He was a civil servant with the Government of Botswana at central 
and local government levels for seven years, including in the Ministry of Finance and Development 
Planning. His most recent publications include: Progress for Children: Achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals with Equity and State of the World’s Children 2011 (contributing author). Richard is a 
graduate of the University of Oxford, UK (BA in Economics, Politics and Philosophy) and obtained his 
Masters’ Degree in Development Economics at the University of East Anglia. 

Speakers: 

Rizwanul Islam specializes in development economics with a particular focus on 
employment, poverty and income distribution, and has published a number of journal 
articles and books in this field. His recent publications include (i) an edited (jointly 
with others) book titled Development, Equity and Poverty: Essays in Honour of Azizur 
Rahman Khan, published by UNDP and Macmillan India (ii) an edited book titled 
Fighting Poverty: The Development-Employment Link, published by Lynn Rienner, and 
(ii) an edited volume (edited jointly with Gordon Betcherman of the World Bank) 
titled East Asian Labour Markets and the Economic Crisis: Impacts, Responses and 
Lessons. 
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Claire Melamed is the Head of the Growth and Equity Programme at Overseas 
Development Institute (ODI) where she leads ODI’s research on the post-2015 
agenda. She was previously the Head of Policy at ActionAid UK. She has also worked 
for Christian Aid, the United Nations in Mozambique, and taught at the University of 
London and the Open University. Claire's current research interests are on the MDGs 
and the development of a post-MDG international agreement on development, on 
how an analysis of equity can improve our understanding of poverty and how to end 
it, on how to design policies to ensure that the benefits of growth are distributed to 

poor people, and on how to make inequality visible to policy makers through better data. Most recent 
publications include: Creating a Consensus: political opportunities and barriers for a post-2015 
agreement on development, 2011, A post-2015 development agreement: why, what, who? 2011, The 
Millennium Development Goals after 2015: No goals yet, please, After 2015: Progress and Challenges for 
Development, Jobs, Growth and Poverty: what do we know, what don’t we know, what should we know. 

 

Tatehito Shimoda is a Professor at Reitaku University, International School of 
Economics and Business Administration, Japan and Cordinator and Chair-person 
of APEC Forum on human rights development, Shimoda authored numerous 
books and articles. His most recent work includes: Integration of Exempt and 
Japanese 'Wa' Philosophy and Exempt and Independent Career Building. 

 

 

Maria Victoria Raquiza (Marivic) is currently Assistant Professor at the National 
College of Public Administration and Governance in the University of the 
Philippines, where she teaches courses on poverty, social development and public 
policy. Prior to this, she was Assistant Vice President of the Philippine Rural 
Reconstruction Movement, one of the oldest NGOs in the Philippines. While in 
PRRM, she lived and worked in southern Philippines to manage an integrated rural 
development program for a number of years. She has published and spoken 
extensively on  poverty and social development, as well as women’s rights. She is 
an active campaigner for policies and political action to combat poverty and 
inequality. She has served as a civil society representative in various country 

delegations to UN conferences on social development and financing for development. Marivic is Co-
Convenor of Social Watch Philippines, a national branch of Social Watch, which a global network of CSOs 
focused on fighting poverty and promoting gender equality. She is also a Board Member of Justice 
Associates, which is a global feminist network.  She holds a master’s degree in Development Studies 
from the Institute of Social Studies in The Netherlands. 
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Chair and speakers of Session 3 part 2, 15 May 2012 

Chair: 

Mariama Williams is Senior Research Fellow at the South Centre in Geneva. She is 
a Board member of the Institute of Law and Economics, Jamaica, and a Trustee of 
the Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation. Author of Gender Mainstreaming in the 
Multilateral Trading System and Trading Stories: Experiences with Gender and 
Trade, Mariama she authored many other publications  and served on the 
International Advisory Committee of Progress of the World’s Women – a biennial 
report published by the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) 
– and on the board of the Association for Women’s Rights and Development 
(AWID).  

 

Speakers: 

Demirew Getachew is the Head of the Ethiopian Economic Association (EEA) and 
Board Member of Poverty Action Network of Ethiopia (PANE). Author of many 
articles including Tax Reform in Ethiopia and Progress to Date, 2005; 
Implementation of Value Added Tax in Ethiopia: Survey Result, 2004, Evaluation of 
Ethiopian Economic Reform Programme: the Performance of Fiscal and Monetary 
Policies, 2001. He published Proceedings of the Joint Panel Discussion on Impact of 
Price Escalation of Petroleum Fuels on the Ethiopian Economy & Mitigating 
Measures; and Proceedings of the Second Regional Conference of the Amahar 
Regional State Economic Development. 

 

Philip O’Keefe is Lead Economist and Human Development Sector Leader for China 
and Mongolia, based in the World Bank Beijing Office.  He joined the World Bank in 
1993, and subsequently worked as an HD and Social Protection Economist first in 
Central Asia and Caucasus from 1993-1999, then in the Western Balkans from 
1999-2004.  Following this he was Social Protection Cluster Leader for India and 
Nepal from 2005-08, based in New Delhi.  In these roles, he has led policy, 
analytical and project work. Prior to joining the World Bank, he was University 
Lecturer in International Economic Law at the University of Warwick, UK.  Recent 
reports he has been involved in include China 2030: Building a Modern. 

Harmonious and Creative Society; Social Protection for a Changing India; The Elderly and Old Age 
Support in Rural China; and People with Disabilities in India: From Commitments to Outcomes. 

 

Jessica Espey is a Senior Research and Policy Adviser at Save the Children UK, 
responsible for leading research and advocacy work on national and international 
development financing, with specific attention to aid effectiveness.  She is also 
managing much of Save the Children's work on the post-2015 
agenda. Current research projects  include a study of policies to mitigate 
horizontal and vertical inequalities and  a study on social sector spending in IDA 
recipient countries.  Jessica was formerly a research officer at the Overseas 
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Development Institute (ODI). Her research was predominantly focused on the visibility of gender and 
child rights within ODA, as well as national planning and budgeting processes. Jessica has published over 
25 reports and journal articles, the most recent being a report on health aid effectiveness ("Healthier 
Returns") published by Save the Children. Jessica has an MSc in Political Economy from the School of 
Oriental and African Studies, University of London and an MA Hons in History from the University of 
Oxford. 

 

Chair and speakers of Session 4, 16 May 2012 

Chair: 

Degol Hailu is Economic Policy Advisor at the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) in New York. Prior to this position, he was the Acting Director 
of the International Policy Centre (IPC-IG: http://www.ipc-undp.org ) and Economic 
Policy Advisor for the Caribbean Region with UNDP, based in Trinidad and Tobago. 
Before joining the UN in 2005, Degol spent quite a few years at the School of 
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London, researching, teaching 
and consulting. He also taught economics and quantitative methods at City 
University, London. In 2008, he received an honorable mention from the African 
Studies Association Melville J. Herskovits Award for a co-authored book “The Khat 
Controversy”, written with a grant awarded by the Economic and Social Research 

Council of the United Kingdom. Degol is currently serving on the Board of The Abyssinian Fund, a non-
profit based in New York and Ethiopia. He holds a PhD in Economics from the University of London. 
 

Speakers: 

Khashchuluun Chuluundorj is Chairman of the National Development and 
Innovation Committee of Mongolia and member of the board of the Central 
Bank of Mongolia. He also served as Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
newly established Development Bank of Mongolia. Before 2009, Khashchuluun 
worked as a Dean of the School of Economic Studies of the National University 
of Mongolia, the   largest national school of economics and business 
administration in the country. Khashchuluun has taught political economy and 
has done several international economic and business studies as a consultant 

and chief researcher. In 2007 was selected as Eisenhower Fellow from Mongolia. Khashchuluun has 
graduated with honors from the Moscow State University’s Economic Faculty, Master’s in Economics 
from the Yokohama University in Japan and PhD in Economics from Keio University in Japan. His 
research interests are in international economics, development economics, industrialization, economic 
theories of communications and networks. 

 

Ahmed Moustafa is the MDGs and Poverty Reduction Practice Leader at UNDP 
Pacific Centre. Prior to this, he worked as UNDP trade and development project 
manager and advisor for Arab States. Before Joining UNDP, he was an assistant 
professor of economics at St. John’s University in New York and published 
several academic papers on macroeconomic growth models, growth and 
structural changes, with an emphasis on resource-based economies. He worked 

http://www.ipc-undp.org/
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as consultant for UNDP, World Bank, UNCTAD, ILO and EC on trade, development, growth and industrial 
policies in developing countries, including Arab countries, Asia, Africa and Eastern Europe. Ahmed has 
authored, co-authored and contributed to several policy oriented and academic publications including 
two Arab MDG reports (2007 and 2010), the Arab Human Development Report (2009) and a two volume 
report on Development Challenges in Arab Region. Ahmed has Master’s degree in political economy, 
MPhil in development economics and a PhD in economics from the New School University in New York.   

 

Chair and speakers of Session 5, 16 May 2012 

Chair: 

David Hallam leads the UK team working on the post-MDG framework. Prior to this, 
he was Head of DFID’s United Nations and Commonwealth Department, where he led 
on DFID’s core funding relationships with the UN’s development agencies, funds and 
programmes and with the institutions of the Commonwealth. This work included a 
central contribution to the UK’s Multilateral Aid Review. David’s career has included 
secondments to No.10 Downing Street as Private Secretary and Adviser, to the 
Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs and to the UK Cabinet Office’s Defence and 
Overseas Secretariat. He has headed DFID’s Jerusalem Office, managing DFID’s 

programme of support to the Palestinians, served in DFID’s office in Nairobi, and was senior programme 
manager for Iraq. He has also worked on environment policy and on strategic workforce planning. David 
holds PhD in Environmental Science from the University of East Anglia.  

Speakers: 

Paula Caballero is Director of Economic, Social and Environmental Affairs at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia, where she leads a multidisciplinary team 
that covers the major multilateral negotiations and agreements in these fields, 
including Rio+20 and work on the Post-2015 framework. She is the main 
proponent of the Sustainable Development Goals initiative of the Colombian 
government, which she developed and has positioned in the Rio+20 negotiations. 
In addition to work with government, her varied career in development includes 
years of work with UNDP, academia and NGOs. 

 

 

Ruth Sidchogan-Batani is an Associate Professor at Benguet State University 
(BSU) and a faculty researcher of the Institute of Social Research and 
Development (ISRD) which she also heads. She teaches social and development 
studies, ethnography, gender studies, Philippine society and culture. She 
conducted research on time use study of Farmers in Benguet. She was also a 
consultant of the Community-Education and Public Awareness on Biodiversity 
under the Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity and had been convening national 
and regional conferences on Biodiversity, Indigenous Knowledge Systems and 
Gender that provided ‘conversation space’ for  peoples organizations, NGOs  the 

academe, NGOs  and line agencies.  She was a co-founder of the Cordillera Indigenous Peoples Historical 
Society that aims to re-write the history of the region from the perspective of its people. As a PhD 
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candidate in Anthropology, she is currently undertaking her research on understanding suicide 
phenomenon in rural communities in the context of chemical-based farming. 

P.B. Anand is Reader in Environmental Economics and the Head of the 

University of Bradford's Centre for International Development. Most 

recently, Anand has been the principal author of the Mongolia National 

Human Development Report 2011 titled 'From vulnerability to sustainability'. 

His previous work includes 'Sharing water peacefully' and 'right to water and 

access to water'. He is a fellow of the Human Development and Capability 

Association (HDCA). Anand’s research interests are in environmental 

economics, sustainable human development, environmental valuation and 

innovations to address intrinsic values, human right to water, institutional 

economics of governance and accountability issues, BRICS with special emphasis on China and India. 

Post conflict infrastructure development; and global public goods. Home page:   

http://www.brad.ac.uk/ssis/staff-profiles/bradford-centre-for-international-development/pb-
anand.php 

 

Chair and speakers of Session 6, 16 May 2012 

Chair:  

Diana Alarcón is Senior Economic Affairs Officer at the United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA). She is part of the research 
and writing team for the annual flagship report World Economics and Social 
Survey. Her recent co-authored publications include: Which way to reduce 
poverty: cash transfers or employment guaranteed schemes?; Sustainable 
agricultural innovation systems for food security and green economies (2011); 
Dealing with macroeconomic insecurity (2010); Growth, poverty and 
employment in Brazil, Chile and Mexico (2010). Her past work experience 
includes working at UNDP, the Inter-American Development Bank, ILO and 

teaching at American University, Colegio de la Frontera Norte and the Metropolitan University in Mexico 
city. 

Speakers: 

Paul Ladd is senior adviser who leads teams working on inclusive globalization 
including trade, development finance, and migration.  He also led the policy 
team that prepared UNDP’s contribution to the September 2010 Summit on 
the Millennium Development Goals. In 2008-2009, Paul provided support to 
the Office of the UN Secretary-General on the financial and economic crisis, 
and engagement with the G20. He participates in the meetings of the G20 
Development Working Group.  Prior to UNDP, Paul was a policy adviser on 
international development for the UK Treasury, including the period building 
up to and through the UK’s Chair of the G8 and European Union in 2005. 

Previously, Paul had been Chief Economist and acting Head of Policy with UK charity Christian Aid, DfID’s 
economic adviser for South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia and Swaziland, and a financial adviser in 

http://www.brad.ac.uk/ssis/staff-profiles/bradford-centre-for-international-development/pb-anand.php
http://www.brad.ac.uk/ssis/staff-profiles/bradford-centre-for-international-development/pb-anand.php
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the Central Bank of Guyana. Paul received his BSc in Economics and his MSc in Quantitative 
Development Economics from the University of Warwick. 

Participants through video conference: 

Bangladesh: 

Rasheda K. Choudhury, Executive Director, Campaign for Popular Education  

Kosuke Miimi, Managing Director, YKK Bangladesh  

China: 

Andong Zhu, Research Partner, Centre for Development Policy and Research, Beijing University  

India: 

Sachin Chaturvedi, Senior Fellow, Research and Information System for Developing Countries 

Indonesia: 

Fasil Jalal, Vice Minister of Education 

El-Mostafa Benlamlih, Resident Representative, UNDP Indonesia 

Rizal Ramli, Chairman, Advisory Group in Economics, Industry and Trade 

Abdurahman Sumarna  , Plan Indonesia 

I Gino Latief, Executive Director, Mitra Mandiri 

 

Chair, speaker and participants of Session 7, 16 May 2012 

Chair: 

Paul Ladd – see from Session 6. 

Speakers: 

Jose Dallo joined UNDP’s Bureau of Development Policy (BDP) in 2009 after 
spending more than a decade working in development in Latin America. 
Currently he is co-leading the multi-practice task force in BDP which has 
started UNDP’s process of defining and promoting its position and fulfilling 
its mandate vis-a-vis the post 2015 development agenda and he is part of 
the core team of the Post-2015 UN Task Team. Prior to UNDP, Jose was the 
Representative of the Spanish Cooperation Agency in Honduras and 
Uruguay; Deputy Representative in Nicaragua and El Salvador; and project 
director in Nicaragua. Previously, Jose also worked with development NGOs 
both in the North and the South. Jose holds a Degree in Economics and a 
Degree in Law and completed his M. Sc. at Pompeu Fabra University in 

Spain. 
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Pronab Sen is the first Chief Statistician of India, serving as the functional and 
technical head of the Indian national statistical system. He is also a principal 
adviser to the Planning Commission and holds the position of Secretary at the 
Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation. Prior to his current 
position, he has taught at Johns Hopkins University and the Delhi School of 
Economics, and conducted research in economics at the Indian Council for 
Research in International Economic Relations, New Delhi. Pronab worked at 
the World Institute for Development Economics Research, Helsinki and has 
held economic advisory positions in the Indian Government. He has wide 
experience of policy-making, including as principal author and coordinator of 
the ninth and tenth five-year plans of the Indian Government. He specialised 

in open-economy macroeconomic systems, international economics and public finance. Pronab received 
his BA (honours) in Economics from the University of Delhi, MBA and MA in Economics from George 
Washington University and PhD in economics from John Hopkins University, Baltimore.  

 

 Ahmed Swapan Mahmud is Executive Director of Voices for Interactive 
Choices and Empowerment (VOICE) in Bangladesh. He has many years of 
experience managing and facilitating development programs and projects in 
different capacities with a special focus on research and advocacy at both 
national and international levels. A recognized activist who combines 
knowledge of the grassroots movements with an impact in the policy arena, 
Ahmed Swapan is engaged in social movements and progressive cultural 
fronts. He is also known as a researcher, focusing especially on issues of 
corporate globalization, IFIs, the WTO and TNCs. He is a regular contributor on 
socio-economic and political issues in the national newspapers and also for 
international magazines and journals. He has worked in collaborations with 

many international organizations including United Nations organizations, Working Party-Eff at the OECD 
and the European Union. Ahmed leads a number of national advocacy networks, and serves as a 
member or board member of a number of international coalitions such as Beyond 2015 campaign, NGO 
Forum on ADB, Eval-Health, etc. Ahmed Swapan is also the member of Community Radio Regulatory 
Authority in the Ministry of Information of Bangladesh. He has done research on communication 
surveillance and censorship in Bangladesh with team comprised of Oxford, Harvard Law School and 
Toronto University, as well as on the impact of new media on political engagement of youth with 
National University of Singapore (NUS). He is currently doing research on privacy rights with Privacy 
International and London School of Economics (LSE). Ahmed’s recent books include Poverty and Social 
Protection Policies: Bangladesh Perspective; Corporate Globalization and Politics of Agriculture; Role of 
CSOs on Aid Effectiveness in Development; Bangladesh: Way out from aid dependency; Social Safety Net 
and the Mainstream Development; and  Transparency and Accountability in Water Sector ( 2008). 

 

 


