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" Reduced vulnerability of returnee migrant workers through linkages to employment
opportunities and integration into local economic development in response to COVID-19 Project

Thus, the project will mainly focus and work on two areas of
> Project at a Gla nce intervention, namely (1) facilitating returned migrant workers

to take up existing wage employment opportunities and (2)
supporting aspiring entrepreneurs, MSMEs and local
economic development through strengthened local
production and services. This directly links to the National
Rural Employment Strategy of Lao PDR, and the UN COVID
Response Action Plan to be adopted by the Lao Government.

Donor Contribution:

e Japanese Government

e ILO/Japan Fund for Building Social Safety Nets in Asia
and the Pacific (SSN Fund)

Duration: The Project supports COVID response and recovery not as a
April 2022 - March 2023 standalone measure, but as part of building an enabling
environment for continued future income generation
Partners: o g
Department of Employment (DoE) of Ministry of Labor opportunities.
and Social Welfare (MoLSW) Development Objectives

e |ao Federation of Trade Unions (LFTU)
e Lao National Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(LNCCI)

To support the Government of Lao PDR in the reintegration of
returnee migrant workers, aspiring entrepreneurs and the
revival of the MSME sector to generate better and more
e Public and Private Skill Development Institutes, TVET, sustainable income and employment opportunities by

BDS Providers, etc strengthening local production and services in a number of
Target Beneficiaries key economic sectors as well as promoting COVID-19

Returned migrants, aspiring entrepreneurs and MSMEs preventive measures.

. Project Outcome
Geographic focus:
o ) Increase opportunities for returned migrant workers (women
Vientiane Capital, Savannakhet, and Champasack and men) with productive wage employment through linkages

with skill development, including COVID-19 preventive

. measures, existing wage employment and self-employment
» About the Project opportunities.

A survey conducted by UN Lao PDR among 350 SMEs (mainly in the
retail sector) in six provinces in June 2020 found that 95% of
interviewed firms were adversely affected by the crisis, of which 71%
of the surveyed firms had to stop their operations.

Furthermore, the COVID-19 outbreaks in neighboring countries
have resulted in major influxes of workers returning home as they -
lost their jobs, some temporarily and others permanently. Research
conducted in 2020 on Lao PDR in the Time of COVID-19 by the World |
Bank indicated that over 200,000 Laotians working abroad had to
return home in 2021, causing a projected decline of up to USD$125
million in remittances in 2020, an amount equivalent to 0.7% of GDP.
This has had a significant negative impact on household incomes,
social services, and the national economy.

Contact Information:
Mr. Julien MAGNAT, Skill Specialist Ms. Anousone SOSENG INH, National Project Coordinator

Email: magnat@ilo.org Tel. 02099940456
Email: sosenginh@ilo.org
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