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migrant worker in Bahrain — 2"4 Quarter 2019
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The growth of domestic workers
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GFBTU and Domestic workers

Ratify labour

Wrights treaty

UNIONISTS are urging
Bahraini authorities to
ratify a global treaty that
came into force yesterday
and protects the rights of
domestic workers.

The General Federation
of Bahrain Trade Unions
(GFBTU) said Bahrain, like
other GOC countries, had
not ratified the Domestic
Workers Convention.

GFBTU women and
children  affairs  head
Suad Mubarak said the
International Labour
Organisation (ILO) supporte
ed the convention, which
obligates govemnments to
protect domestic workers
from violence and abuse.

“When anyone speaks about
the right of housemaids in
Bahmin they are sidelined or ignored
as people do not want to bear aboat
days off or lmmited working bours,™
sud Ms Mubarak.

In countries that ratified the treaty
domestic workers are entitled to we
Iy days off, have their hours of work
limited, are guaranteed a minimum

crag
I have been
Iy campaigning about this cone
vention, but it is going to be tough f
Gulf countries to approve it,” sasd Ms
Mubarak.

She added there was very latle
awareness about the convention

“We are pleased that
Bahrain has been mentioned
by the ILO for introducing
legislation 1o protect domese
tic workers,”™ she said.

“But having laws without
them being implemented
is of no use and we want
every domestic worker who
musters up the courage to
complain agamst their spone
sor 10 be protecied.

She said that whike there
had been progress in terms
of legislation, dome:
workers” cases should be
resolved faster.

“It makes it difficult for a
worker to stay in the coune
try without any job, when
her case & m court” she
explained.

& The convention protects domestic workers from violence and abuse

amang GCC citizens.

“This is a big problem for us.” she
said.

“In Bahrain all the benefits of this
convention are cclipsed by problems
employers face when their housemsids
run away with the help of organised
groups, who encourage these women
1o leave and work elsewhere.

She said Bahrain had taken a major
step by mtroducing a new labour
law that addressed employment and
humanitarian concerns of domestic
workers.

It includes guarantces of payment
set out in the contract and plane tickets
home, as well = clearly sotting out

their entitlements.

The ILO has also recognised
Bahrain for the new legislation, even
if it has not ratified the convention.

“Since the convention’s adope
tion, several countries have passed
new laws or regulations improve
ing domestic workers' labour and
social rights, including Venezuela,
Bahrain, Thasland,
he ILO state

Yorkers Protection Socicty
chairwoman Marictta Daas said the
most important thing was to make sure
laws were actually being implemented
on the ground.

Eight countries have so
far ratified the ILO convention,
while others are taking steps
towards ratification.

Once they do they are bound to
adhere to it.

The GDN reposted in June, 2011
that Bahram voted in favour of adopt=
ing the convention at the 100th ses-
the International Labour

backed the coavention, while offie
cials from the Bahrain Chamber of
Commerce and Industry had reservae
tions

sandyia gen.com. b
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GFBTU and migrant sea crew
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Prospective buyer withdraws from ‘Manhattan Island’ deal &= L.Lé‘)ﬂh el-d‘ SEN ¢ .
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buyer of the ship backtracking Gy themen  another BD900O and this move y >
ack to DT News after  of the crew had put meataloss b
the report was published on s well. I reiterate that I have -
Friday, October 11 to do with BDC Blue, .
riday, October with v = -

Raji Unnikrishnan News and General Federation ~ He said that upon request

ajEdth of Bahrain Trade Unions from Mr. Brown, who is
(GFBTU) since nothing was  in Eng

fteen-member crew of  done to Bahrain because of leg

aini vessel Manhattan  The newspaper could not  liab he had paid one

have had their  reach MI's sharcholderand Chief  month salary t0 the crew and

nd and c

ot com

n ‘almost closed” deal. ached
Ne

neither am 1 part of it. All I was

(From left) Mr. Ivanov, GFBTU Assistant Secretary Sayed Falah Hashim, Private Sector

(presently owned by United 1 jating’
1was only mediating Assistant Secretary Karim Radhi and Chief Engineer of the vessel Maksim Shoiapkmo.

Dredging Company (UDC)

and now named ‘Al Qadisiyah’)  Denying that he was part of

jack s they . o o « "
have not been paid salary for  BDC Blue, Mr. Cubitt said that t cla Brown who is in England and 1 ended up losing my money  Healso sad that the other vessel
37 dave (foem Bty 1 10 Aue & the crew esined nothine but _Gom BDC Blue which dosnt _to the Bahralni owner nolnted__and mv renutation” said Me__mentioned in_the revet - Aby (3 b
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Ship crew in Kuwait anchorage
GFBTU helped the workers to get their rights by communicating
with Migrant workers forum in Asia and ITF and KTUF in 2014
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one day seminar on living conditions of migrant workers in Bahrain
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UNIONISTS have called for tougher punishment against landlords who provide unsafe living accommodations for expatriate

Iabourers.

General Federation of Bahrain Trade Unions (GFBTU) secretary-general Salman Mahfoodh yesterday urged emplayers to

prevent their workers from living in dilapidated homes, which are prone to fatal accidents or fires.

Atotal of 40 warkers, mainly from India and Bangladesh, have died in fires that broke outin labour accommodations in Bahrain
since 2006. The latest incident was last month, when 13 Bangladeshi werkers were killed in 3 blaze that tere through a three-

storey building in Mukharga, which was used as a bachelars’ camp.

Every worker, regardless of him/mer having a job contract or not, should live in safe accommodation,” he said.

Unfortunately employers wantta save every dinar and do not care much where their staff live

§DalIyNeW§w
Actlonksought agalnst unsafe building owners

click on image to view the digital edition

Hr Mahfoedh was speaking during a ene-day seminar on the living conditions of expatriates in Bahrain, held at the Golden Tulip

Bahrain. Itwas attended by representatives from the Labour Ministry, Civil Defence and other nan-governmental organisations.
The GFBETU stressed the importance of setting up an independent body to investigate the fire and submit a detailed report.

Let there be a neutral body to probe all angles and name those responsible for the incident, even ifit goes up to the rank of a

minister” said Mr Mahfoodh

However, Labour Ministry occupational health and safety engineer and inspector Hussain Al Shami said there were no laws to

regulate expatiates living in dilapidated buildings

The main problem is that there is no clear law to deal with this issue,” he added. "We confinue to register violations in labour

camps and this has not stopped
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Local News
13 workers kllled in blaze

ANIQA HAIDER and MOHAMMED AL A 'osted on » Saturday, January 12, 2013

Manama

WHAT'S ON

CARTOOMNS

HORC

MANAMA: Thiteen workers were yesterday burnt to death in a fire that
raged through a three-storey building used as a bachelors camp in

The victims of the blaze, in the Mukharga neighbourhood, are vetto be
identified, said an Interior Ministry official last night

The bodies have been transferred to the Salmaniya Medical Complex
mortuary while the injured are undergaing treatment at the hospital

3 The Civil Defence acling director-general said fire brigades rushed to
the Mukharga neighbourhood after the blaze was reported at 3.44pm
and reached the site at 3.50pm.

Several tenants were rescued from the burning building and the blaze was brought under control sefore it spread to nearby

buildings

1.

Since 2006 till 2013 more
than 40 workers mainly
from India and
Bangladesh were killed in
labor camps blazes, the
last was in February 2013
when 13 Bangladeshi
died in a fire that tore
through their 3 storey
camp.

GFBTU rejects the plea t
that we cannot
criminalize owner or
employer as there is no
legislation that protect
illegal workers.
GFBTU urged
government to take
action against owners
and employers
regardless to the status
of workers, legal or
illegal.
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Late payment of salaries

' | 1 Gulf Daily News x Y [ www.gulf-daily-news.con %

C N [ www.gulf-daily-news.com/:

News
, 11th March 2015 Email: gdnnews@gdn.com.bh

3 g 5 s a
W Expatriate employees of Mercury Contracting say they have not been paid for two months

Workers protest

@ 125 expatriates strike over ‘unpaid salaries’

MORE than 100 expatnate By RAJI UNNIKRISHNAN chanical staff, who worked on  front of the hotel. say they were onginally prom- dian, Pakistani and Filipino
employees who worked on the Four Scasons Hotel Bahram They work for Mercury Con- i1sed they would be paird last  workers who say they have not
a new five-star hotel have for two months. Bay, went on stnnke on February tracting, which was a subcon- weck, but instead received just  been paid for work they did n
allegedly not been paid The 125 clectrical and me- 28 when they staged a protest in - tractor on the hotel project, and  BDS50 cach on Sunday. January and February.

- I'he botel, which opened on “Ever since we came back

March 1, says it 1s not involved from the site on February 28,
mn paying the salarics of sub- we have been at our labour

contractors’ employees. camp in Askar,” said onc In-
Meanwhile, a spokeswom- dian electrician, aged 32, who
— 2y an for Mercury Contracting requested anonymity. -
— S L15 claimed the swaoes chonld have “AU af e vaeee noid RSO
NewsletterQ4 (Ar).pdf T T2 NewsletterQ4 (En).pdf % ¥ Show all downloads... x
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el =2 Number of expats shock: Majority forced to cut
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According to press figures 201¢ W S B o
recorded 37 expats’ suicide s
incidents while it was 16 in the
year 2017

down expenses

Monday January 14th 2019 | 03:42 pm
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Results of the GDN poll on Instagram
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gfbtu selfie stand

[ Y fair home is an initiative of the
- — mternational domestic workers federation (IDWF)

1pported by the international labour organization (ILO)

view all 245 comments
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Labor Film Contest
http://youtu.be/GOgWTiajvfc °

Tomorrow (Uak) alé e


http://youtu.be/GOqWTiajvfc
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