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The International Labour Organization, one of the oldest UN agencies held a year of celebrations to 

mark its 100th anniversary in India. Throughout the Centenary year, multiple commemorative events were 

organized by the ILO constituents across the country to highlight the achievements of the organization and the 

role it plays in everyone’s lives. It also became an opportunity to reaffirm the ILO’s core values and vision as it 

prepares for its second century of work. 

Outreach  

MESSAGE FROM THE MINISTRY 

The year began with the India’s Minister of Labour, Mr Santosh 

Kumar Gangwar, greeting the ILO on January 1, 2019 for its 

centenary year by posting a special congratulatory message on the 

social media. 

On this day, the ministry also released the ILO Centenary Logo on 

the Official Website of the ministry.  

 

 

 

NATIONAL STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION ON THE “FUTURE OF WORK” AT VVGNLI 

 The year 2019 began with the launch of the Global 

Commission on the Future of Work report on January 

22, 2019. A national stakeholder consultation on the 

‘Future of Work’ was held on February 8, 2019 by 

Ministry of Labour and Employment in association 

with VV Giri National Labour institute to discuss how 

to achieve a future of work that provides decent and 

sustainable work opportunities for all. 

 



 

 

CELEBRATIONS BY TRADE UNIONS 

Trade Union representatives celebrated the ILO’s 

centenary in Mumbai. Members from different 

leading trade unions had gathered for the Joint 

Action Meeting to Eliminate Violence against 

Women and took the opportunity to  recognize the 

ILO‘s role in setting up Labour Standards and 

developing worker’s organizations in the country. 

CELEBRATIONS BY EMPLOYER’S 
ORGANIZATION 

Standing Conference of Public Enterprises, All India 

Organisation of Employers’ and Employers' 

Federation of India acclaimed the ILO and its 

contribution to India’s economy at different occasions 

throughout the year. The members acknowledged 

the ILO for its technical expertise on changing trends 

in the world of work and accredited it for acting as a 

guiding force shaping the future of businesses. 

CELEBRATIONS BY STATE GOVERNMENT 

Recognizing assistances by the ILO in policy 

strengthening and capacity development of Labour 

Department, State Government of Uttar Pradesh 

organized a daylong celebration in August 2019 at 

Lucknow, the state’s capital. Over a thousand people 

attended the event, which was graced by Mr Swami 

Prasad Mourya, Minister for Labour in the state. “The ILO has played an 

important role in reducing inequalities,” said the minister in his speech. 



 

 

ILO GLOBAL TOUR 

On April 11, 2019, the ILO India office participated in the live 24-hour “Global Tour”. It 

was a series of national events held in 24 countries celebrating the work of the ILO 

across four continents from Suva to Lima.  In India, the event We at Work: Young India, 

had performances, stories and conversations around unconventional career options, 

work-life balance, inclusion as well as what the future of work looks like. The event 

witnessed participation from aspiring youth leaders and enlightening discussions about 

their visions.  



 

 

 

 IMPACT: ILO GLOBAL TOUR 

 
 

13.7 Million + 
Total Reach 

18.8 Million + 
Total Impressions 
Total Social Media Impact through Facebook 

Instagram, twitter and LinkedIn 

 

340 + Audience at the event from diversified backgrounds 

 

58% Students  +  31% Working Professionals  + 11%  Policy Makers and Social Workers  
 

Mandi House and Jor Bagh 
Metro stations listed the event 
advertisement for free. 
Reaching out to over 21 
million over a 30 day period. 

Testimonials from social media 



 

 

   

SON RISE – FILM SCREEINING WITH DIPLOMATIC 
CORP 

Along with the Diplomatic Corps of New Delhi, the 

ILO India Office screened the National Award-

winning film ‘Son Rise’ to mark International Day of 

the Girl Child on 10 October 2019. The film 

highlighted case studies of men and women trying 

to break away from the barriers of the deep-rooted 

patriarchy in the Indian society.  

CELEBRATIONS BY ACADEMIA  

Managers of the future from XLRI (Xavier Labor 

Relations Institute) Jamshedpur interacted with the 

ILO South Asia and India team at the seminar on the 

'Future of Work'. It was interesting to see keen young 

minds participating in the dialogue on the future of 

work they want and committed to build it. 

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS AT THE INDIAN SOCIETY OF LABOUR 
ECONOMICS 

A dedicated plenary session on the ILO’s centenary was 

a high point of the three-day 61st Annual Conference of 

The Indian Society of Labour Economics (ISLE). The ISLE 

annual conference is a unique occasion where the 

leading economist and labour experts including the 

Government’s planning and policy advisors gather to 

share their knowledge and experiences  



 

 

Media 
VISTARA ARTICLE 

An article was published on 

the April 2019 issue of the in-

flight magazine of Air Vistara, 

India’s premium private 

airline. The monthly reach for 

this magazine is 600,000.  

 

 

 

OP-EDS 

 

The Op-ed by the ILO India director, Ms Dagmar Walter 

titled “India must seize the opportunity to create safe 

and healthy workplace” was published in the Hindustan 

Times on May 20, 2019. Hindustan Times has a 

readership of 3.7 million people. The Op-ed was 

published on print editions nationally as well as online. 

It highlighted the ILO’s Global Commission on the Future 

of Work report, which is calling for the recognition of 

safety and health as a fundamental principle and right at 

work. It appealed that the world of work is undergoing 
profound changes. It is important for governments, 

employers and workers, and other stakeholders to seize 

the opportunities to create a safe and healthy future 

workplace for all.  

https://www.hindustantimes.com/analysis/india-must-seize-the-opportunity-to-create-safe-and-healthy-workplace/story-6MNrICCxTNcc4N3azhWZaO.html


 

 

 

OP-ED AGAINST CHILD LABOUR 

The Op-ed by Ms. Dagmar Walter titled “Saving childhoods” was published in The Hindu on 

the occasion of the World Day Against Child Labour on June 12, 2019. The Hindu has a 

readership of 225,800,000 people. The article was published in all seventeen editions 

nationally as well as online. 

It underlines how eliminating child labour is firmly placed within Goal 8 of the SDGs and 

demands that India should invest in enhancing its body of knowledge on child labour, 

emphasizing quantitative information. 

 

Interview in ET 

In the month of June, Economic Times, the highest circulated business paper in India, interviewed 

thMs Dagmar Walter. It was to observe the MSME day held annually on 27 June. The interviews were 

published under ET Rise – MSE. 

June 20: India’s policies have incentivized firms to remain micro & small: ILO  

June 22: India’s rapid strides towards globalization cannot be a race to the bottom: ILO  

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/saving-childhoods/article27818616.ece
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/sme-sector/indias-policies-have-incentivised-firms-to-remain-micro-small-ilo/articleshow/69869190.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz/sme-sector/indias-rapid-strides-towards-globalisation-cannot-be-a-race-to-the-bottom-ilo-msmeday/articleshow/69900758.cms


 

 

 

The Hindu Business Line – Special feature  

The Hindu Business Line, a respected publication from 

Southern India carried a special feature story on ILO’s 

Centenary year.  

The feature highlighted that the 100 years of ILO 

reminds us that work may not be worship, but decent 

work and decent pay is essential for establishing 

social justice. 

 

Indian Express, a strong political newspaper 

in the country published a centre spread on 

op-ed page highlighting the importance of 

C190.  

  

 

 

 

International Labour Organization, India was 
mentioned in over 230 News Articles in year 2019 

 

 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/opinion/columns/the-cheat-sheet/100-years-of-ilo-and-the-future-of-jobs-and-social-justice/article28701491.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/sexual-harassment-at-workplace-law-ilo-metoo-5928542


 

 

Publications 
 

INDIA AND THE ILO 

This book is a joint effort of the 

ILO Decent Work Team for South 

Asia and Country Office for India 

and our constituents from 

Government, Trade Unions and 

Employers. 

It is authored by a known 

historian and academic Dr Prabhu 

P. Mohapatra from the 

Department of History at the 

University of Delhi (DU). It would 

be released at a special centenary 

event organised by Government 

of India on January 22, 2020 at 

New Delhi, India by Mr Santosh Gangwar, Labour Minister of India.  

LABOUR AND DEVELOPMENT SPECIAL 
EDITION 

VVGNLI, India’s premier labour institute publishes annual magazine – Labour 

and Development. The June 2019 issue of the magazine was dedicated to India 

and ILO 1919-2019 carrying six articles and two photo features.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Video 
ILO INDIA: 100 YEAR JOURNEY  

An animation video capturing the ILO’s journey in India was 

developed and widely showcased at events, meetings and 

conferences attended by the ILO staff members. 

This video introduces the work of the International Labour 

Organization in India. It highlights the uniqueness of the ILO, 

being the only tripartite United Nations agency. It also explains 

how it brings together government, employer and worker representatives from 187 Member States 

to set labour standards, develop policies and devise programmes to promote decent work for all 

women and men. 

PRAGATI  

This inspirational video song brings glimpses from the lives of 

working people in India. The song titled 'Pragati' or progress 

gives a call demanding Decent Work for All. The video 

highlights the message of decent work for all men and women 

and building a world of work that is fair, equal and prosperous. 

The song has become an anthem for the meetings where ILO staff and constituents are representing the Decent 

Work Agenda 

ILO GLOBAL CAMPAIGN ON SONY 
TV 

With support from Advocacy team in Geneva, the 

ILO global campaign spots were run on Sony 

Television channels in India. Within two weeks of 

broadcast, the ILO campaign messages were 

screened for over 20 hours of free time on 28 

channels. These channels reach about 700 million viewers.  

https://youtu.be/UJnv1EPg2HQ
https://youtu.be/S8l-BtCiKMw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S8l-BtCiKMw&list=PL53C39E7CD25F95C4&index=3


 

 

Social Media 
FACEBOOK  

The Facebook page of the ILO India office reaches out to over 440,000 followers and the popularity is 

growing. This year the page added 34,000 + new followers. The Facebook page played a key role in 

promoting the centenary activities and key initiatives of the team with over 334,000 engagements with 

its audience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Engagement 
334,000 +

Comments from the 

followers on FB page 

Leading Bollywood actress Mrunal Thakur’s 

video on 50 for freedom campaign  

Social media 

launch of new 

brand identity  

https://www.facebook.com/IndiaILO/


 

 

 
TWITTER 

The ILO India’s twitter account is just one year old and has more 2100 followers. The account 

however has managed to make over 374,000 impressions on the channel and has been an active 

tool to engage with the political and other like-minded organisations. ` 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impressions 
374,000 +

Collaboration with 

Ministry of Labour and 

Employment on Anti 

Child Labour Campaign 

and launch of music 

video on twitter. 

Engagement with youth on 

future of work ideas 

https://twitter.com/ILONewDelhi


 

 

 

Collaterals 
The collaterals developed were used to engage with new and influencing audiences at the key 

centenary events. Although limited in numbers, they were much in demand from the stakeholders as 

a memorabilia of the ILO’s centenary year.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

“Thank You. 
All our constituents, partners, media colleagues and well wishers, for making this a 

memorable year. Along with your support, we will strive to attain the goal of Decent 

Work for All.” 

- From ILO Decent Work Team for South Asia and Country office for India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Labour Organization 

India Habitat Centre, Core 4B, 3rd Floor, 

Lodhi Road, New Delhi, Delhi 11000 

Web: Ilo.org/india    

Twitter: @ILONewDelhi     

FB: www.facebook.com/IndiaIlo 
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