


Preface

The Department of Census & Statistics of Sri Lanka was entrusted with designing
and conducting a household based sample survey for the measurement of Child Labour
related issues in Sri Lanka through a project sponsored by the International Programme on
the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC), functioning under International Labour
Organization (ILO).

The survey design, sample design, questionnaire design and the tabulation plan etc.
were done by the staff of the Sample Survey Division in consultation with Dr. K. Ashagrie,
Director, Bureau of Statistics, ILO, under the direction of Mr. G.Y.L. Fernando, Deputy
Director and guidance of Mrs. S. Vidyaratna, Director.  In this connection, the questionnaire 
the code lists and the instruction manual for enumerators were prepared by Messers. J.A.P.
Balasuriya and K.W.S. Saddananda, Statisticians assisted by Mr. K.G. Thilakaratna,
Statistician.  Field Operation activities were organised by Mr. M.A.N. Fernando,
Statistician.  The staff of the Data Processing Division, under the direction of Mrs. S.V.
Nanayakkara, Deputy Director (in-charge) and supervision of Messers. S.A.S. Bandulasena
and S.H.P.W. Weerasiri Systems Analyst/Programmers was responsible for computer data
entry and tabulations.  The printing of the questionnaire and other survey material was
handled by the staff of the Printing Division under the direction of Mr. K. Siripala, Deputy
Director.

This report, based on the tabulation plan provided by Dr. K. Ashagrie, was prepared
by Mr. G.Y.L. Fernando, Deputy Director and he was assisted by Mr. J.A.P. Balasuriya and 
Mrs. D. Dissanayake, Statisticians.  I wish to take this opportunity to express my sincere
gratitude to Ms. Shizue Tomoda, Director, ILO, Colombo and her staff for their continuous
support during the period of the survey.  A special word of thanks to Mrs. Mallika
Ganasinghe, National programme Co-ordinator of IPEC, who co-ordinated this project at
the ILO, Colombo Office.  The National Steering Committee of IPEC, Sri Lanka, chaired
by Mr. S.B. Bandusena, Secretary, Ministry of Labour, provided valuable inputs at different 
stages of the survey. 

The contribution by the officers of the Department of Census & Statistics, who
worked under difficult field conditions in various parts of the country at the data collection
stage, should be much appreciated.  I also wish to express my appreciation to all the
respondents of the survey for their co-operation to make this survey a success. 

Finally I wish to mention that the immensely valuable data set gathered at the survey 
could be further analysed to get a clearer  picture of the child labour situation in the country.
Further the survey may be repeated, perhaps once in every five years, to study the changing 
patterns of child labour issues in the time to come. 

A.G.W. Nanayakkara,
Director General.

October, 1999,
Department of Census & Statistics,
No. 15/12, Maitland Crescent,
Colombo 07.



FOREWORD

The National  Plan of Action published by the Ministry of Plan Implementation and
Parliamentary Affairs (formerly the Ministry of Policy Planning and Implementation) in
1991 reported that the estimated number of child workers in Sri Lanka at that time was in
the range of 500,000.  Since then there have been a number of small-scale surveys
conducted by individual researchers and institutions to assess the magnitude and the nature
of child labour in Sri Lanka so that appropriate strategies to combat the problem can be
devised.

The Department of Census and Statistics has prepared this report based on the
Household Based Survey Module on Child Labour it had conducted.  The ILO’s
International Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) and the Statistical
Department have provided the necessary technical and financial assistance to conduct the
survey at the national level. 

The survey covered a sample of 14,400 households, which were interviewed on the
nature of the economic activities of each child within the household, the consequences and
challenges faced by each child while in employment, and the amount of time the child spent 
for his/her studies and recreational activities.  The survey results have been tabulated in 25
table formats for data analysis. 

The information compiled in this report will be very useful for both policy makers
and programme designers to understand more clearly the nature of the problem of child
labour and the geographical areas where child labour is more rampant.  The findings should 
enable all of us who are working together towards gradual elimination of child labour to set
more focused targets and come up with more strategic plannings to reach our common goal.

Shizue Tomoda,
Director,
ILO, Colombo.

October 1999,
ILO Area Office,
202 & 204 Bauddaloka Mawatha,
Colombo 07.
Sri Lanka. 
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Chapter 1 -  Introduction

1.1  General Background  :

Sri Lanka enjoys a relatively high level of socio-economic standards than most countries

at the same or even  higher level of per capita income.  However as in other developing

countries, Sri Lanka is faced with problems which impede human development.  The illiterate or 

poorly educated children form a growing pool of potential child labourers from which substantial 

numbers could be absorbed in the labour market.

Child labour is out of the public view and is in many cases illegal.  ILO methodological

experiments carried out recently have demonstrated that traditional survey instruments such as

labour force sample surveys and population censuses are not suitable for a thorough

investigation of the different activities of children, particularly child labour in all its forms.  Only 

a specially designed probe can bring out the full facts of the child labour phenomenon and

related factors.

In September 1996, National Workshop on Child Labour, conducted under the

sponsorship of International Program for the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) which is a

project functioning under the International Labour Organization (ILO), highlighted the need for

collection, compilation and dissemination of reliable data on child labour so that effective

interventions could be planned and executed. 

It recommended that the capacity of the Department of Census & Statistics (DCS) should 

be strengthened to carry out the task.  Subsequently the DCS was entrusted with designing and

conducting a household based sample survey  for the assessment  of child labour related issues

in Sri Lanka, through a project sponsored by the IPEC.



The sampling plan, the survey schedule, the tabulation plan etc. of the survey were

prepared in consultation with the ILO, Bureau of Statistics.  In these consultations it was agreed

to extend the content of the survey also to cover other activities in which an average Sri Lankan

child is involved in, besides economic activities. So the survey is called Child Activity Survey.

These other activities include leisure, education and housekeeping activities respectively.

1.2 Content and Coverage  :

Detailed information were collected in the Child Activity Survey under the following

broad sections.  (see annexure for the survey questionnaire).

1. Personal characteristics 

2. Activity status of children 

3. Health and safety of  the working children

4. Perceptions of the parents/guardians  of the working child

5. Labour force status

6. Housing conditions

7. Family income of the household

1.2.1 Personal Characteristics

In section 1 (a) of the questionnaire the basic demographic information under the items

sex, age, ethnic group, religion, marital status and educational attainment of all the members

belonging to the household who usually live with the family are collected.  Same information of 

the persons, who usually live away from the family, either within Sri Lanka or out side Sri Lanka 

are collected in section 1 (b).  Section 1 (b) was included in the questionnaire to obtain the

information especially of the children who live away from the family either working or

otherwise.



1.2.2 Activity Status of Children

This section of the questionnaire was canvassed for all the children in the age group 5-17

yrs. belonging to the household.  This group includes children, who usually live in the household 

and who usually do not live in the household.  Questions in this section have been designed to

ascertain whether the child is engaged in; 

1. Educational activities 

2.       Leisure activities

3.       Housekeeping activities 

4.       Economic activities

Further if the child is engaged any of the activities specified above under 1) , 2) or 3),

detailed information on the nature and the time spend on such activities were collected under this

section.  If the child is engaged in some form economic activity, following information on the

economic activity were also  collected under this section. 

1. Occupation

2. Industry

3. Employment status

4. Duration of work

5. Hours of work on an average working day

6. No of days of work in an average week

7. Amount of earnings, if any

8. Amount of earnings given to parents and savings



1.2.3 Health and Safety of the Working Children

Information on health and safety of the children, who have worked some time during the

last 12 months, were collected under this section.  This section has been designed to obtain the

information on health and safety issues arose due to the work that the child is engaged in any

time prior to the survey  (Occupational hazards).   The information on illnesses or injuries due to 

work were  intended to be collected under the following items.

1. Nature of illness or injury

2. Frequency of occurance

3. Seriousness of the illness or injuries

4. Treatments obtained

1.2.4 Perception of Parents/Guardians  of  the Working Child

Parents/guardians of the children (who were  living with the family and were working at

the time of the survey) were interviewed to get their perceptions on the reasons for letting the

child work, in this section.

1.2.5 Labour Force Status

Questions in this section have been designed to ascertain the labour force information of

all persons of age 10 yrs. and over belonging to the household.



1.2.6 Housing Conditions

In  order to ascertain the living standard of the household, information on conditions of

the housing dwelling in which the members are living were collected under this section.

Information on materials used for construction of the housing unit, source of lighting, source of

drinking water and the household items belonging to the members were collected here. 

1.2.7 Family Income

To obtain approximate values for total household income and expenditure, information

on income and expenditure of the household under major categories were collected under this

section.

1.3 Concepts and Definitions

Children belonging to following categories of work were considered to be engaged in the 

respective activities. 

1.3.1 Economic Activity

If a child works for pay or profit or family gain, the child is considered to be engaged in

an Economic Activity.  The child may be engaged in an economic activity either, 

1. while attending an educational institution or

2. while engaged in housekeeping activities or 

3. without engaged in either 1) or 2) above

All services of domestic nature done for the benefit of own household which lie

outside the production boundary are not considered under economic activities.



1.3.2 Housekeeping Activities 

If a child is engaged in a service of domestic nature, done for the benefit of own

household, which lie outside the production boundary, then the child is considered to be engaged 

in Housekeeping Activity.  The child may be engaged in housekeeping activities, while engaged

in studies and/or an economic activity or without engaged in any of  the activities of this nature.

1.3.3 Educational Activities

A child is considered to be engaged in educational activities, if he is attending school or

other educational institution which provides regular education or technical/vocational education.

If the child does his academic work without attending such institution, he/she is not considered to 

be engaged in educational activities. 

1.3.4 Employee

A child is considered to be engaged in an economic activity as an Employee if he gets

cash/kind payment for his work.

1.3.5 Employer

A child is considered to be engaged in an economic activity as an Employer, if at least

one employee works under  him. 

1.3.6 Own Account Worker

A child who works on his own for profit without employing any persons under him, is

considered an Own Account Worker.



1.3.7 Unpaid Family Worker

A child, who works for family gain in his own family enterprise or farm without payment 

is considered an Unpaid Family Worker.  The services rendered for the benefit of own

household, which lie outside the production boundary (housekeeping activities) are not

considered under this category.

1.3.8 Reference Periods

Current information on activities of the children such as leisure, education &

housekeeping work was collected as at the time of the survey.  However the child was

considered to be engaged in economic activities, if he/she was engaged in some form of

economic activity, some time during the twelve months period prior to the survey.  So different 

reference periods for different activities were used. (see annexure 3 for the survey questionnaire).

1.3.8 Persons Enumerated

Questionnaire was so designed to collect the above information of;

1.   the household members who are usually residing with the family.

2. the household members who are usually residing away from the family in Sri

Lanka or outside Sri Lanka.

The survey programme was implemented only in areas other than  Northern and the

Eastern provinces of Sri Lanka due to the conditions prevailing in those areas were not

conducive for a survey operation. Hence the estimates given in this publication for Sri Lanka,

excludes the Northern and the Eastern provinces. 



Chapter 2 – Sampling Plan and Field Operation

2.1 Sampling Plan:

A two stage stratified sampling procedure was adopted to select an ultimate sample of

14,400 housing units  (secondary sampling units)  to be enumerated  in the survey as described

below.

2.1.1 Sample Frame

The master sampling frame prepared for the Demographic Survey - 1994 was used as the 

sampling frame for the selection of sample for the Child Activity Survey - 1999.  This sampling

frame consists of about 4000 primary sampling units (PSU's) and out of this 4000 PSU's, 960

psu's were selected using probability proportionate to size (pps) method, to be enumerated in the 

Child Activity Survey.  The psu's were formed such that the housing units located in the psu's

can be identified within the clearly defined physical boundaries of the psu.  The known selection 

probabilities associated with each psu in the master sampling frame prepared in 1994 were

adjusted to get the selection probabilities of the psu's selected in the Child Activity Survey -

1999 sample. 

2.1.2 Stratification

The survey was conducted in areas excluding Northern & Eastern provinces of Sri Lanka.

(There are 9 such provinces altogether in Sri Lanka).  Each province consists of 2 or more

administrative sub-divisions called districts.  The area in which the survey was to be conducted

was stratified by district and sector of residence (urban & rural) thus forming 34 strata.  (There

are 17 districts in the 7 provinces where the survey was conducted).



2.1.3 Allocation of Primary Sampling Units (PSU's)

Primary Sampling Units (PSU's) were allocated among the strata by using proportionate

allocation.  (i.e. proportionate to the number of housing units in each stratum).  After allocating

the sample, the selection of the  psu's was done using a probability proportionate to size method.

(Size being the number of housing units in each stratum).

2.1.4 Selection of Secondary Sampling Units (SSU's)

Lists of housing units, as prepared for Demographic Survey - 1994, were available for all 

the psu's in the master sampling frame and those lists of the psu's selected for the Child Activity

Survey were updated prior to the survey.

A systematic sample of 15 housing units was selected as secondary sampling units or

ssu's from the updated lists of housing units of each psu selected in the sample.  The distribution

of 14,400 ultimate ssu's (housing units) so selected is given in the following table.



Table 2.1  Sample housing units by sector

Child Activity Survey - 1999

District Urban Rural Total

Colombo 1140 480 1620

Gampaha 300 840 1140

Kalutara 120 735 855

Kandy 180 840 1020

Matale 120 480 600

Nuwara Eliya 120 720 840

Galle 120 660 780

Matara 120 600 720

Hambantota 60 540 600

Kurunegala 120 1020 1140

Puttalam 120 600 720

Anuradhapura 120 660 780

Polonnaruwa - 540 540

Badulla 120 720 840

Monaragala - 555 555

Ratnapura 120 720 840

Kegalle 60 750 810

Total 2940 11460 14400

2.2 Field Operation:

Survey field work was done in four rounds during the period from November 1998 to

June 1999.   Eight teams, each team consisting of 5 enumerators and a supervisor, were used in

survey field enumeration.  A four day training programme was organized to train the

enumerators and supervisors in different aspects of survey enumeration prior to the survey.  This 

training programme was also attended by ILO & IPEC representatives.  While the survey teams

were in field, they were frequently visited by co-ordinators to evaluate the field conditions and



also to liaise with the head office.  These visits also helped the survey teams to get their

problems addressed properly

As it can be seen in the questionnaire, it would have been best if the children them selves 

were interviewed to obtain the required information, under sections 2 and 3 of the questionnaire.

However the experience of the survey teams was that the children were mostly not available

during the time of the interviews  and required information had to be obtained from a proxy

respondent.  (very frequently from a parent of the child).  When a selected sample housing unit

was temporarily closed at the time of the survey, the survey team was expected to re-visit the

same housing unit, even several times, with the view of getting a better response.  Survey teams

got a very good co-operation from the respondents (children and their parents) as regards the

information collected. This was so because the questionnaire was not just confined to economic

activities of the children.  The questionnaire was so designed to get the information on

educational, leisure and housekeeping activities of the children prior to the information on

economic activities and this sequential order of the questions helped very much for the survey

enumerators to get the co-operation of the respondents.

However the reliability of the information provided by respondents as to the duration of

time spent on each activity is questionable, specially when the involvement of the child in a

particular activity is very minimal. 



2.3 Response Rate

Interview completion rate (Response rate) by district and sector of residence is given in 
the following table.

Table 2.2
Interview completion rate (Response rate)
by district and sector of residence (Percentage)

Sector

District Total Urban Rural

Total 93.0 90.3 93.7
Colombo 89.5 89.2 90.4
Gampaha 94.4 92.7 95.0
Kalutara 94.7 94.5 94.7
Kandy 92.8 87.6 93.9
Matale 94.0 95.2 93.7
Nuwara eliya 92.0 81.0 93.8
Galle 93.8 88.8 94.7
Matara 95.4 94.2 95.6
Hambantota 93.7 93.5 93.7
Kurunegala 93.1 90.0 93.4
Puttalam 92.8 94.5 92.4
Anuradhapura 94.8 86.7 96.5
Polonnaruwa 90.8 - 90.8
Badulla 93.8 91.8 94.2
Moneragala 90.9 - 90.9
Ratnapura 92.4 92.1 92.4
Kegalle 93.8 91.8 94.0

The overall interview completion rate, which is reported to be over 90 percent, is

generally satisfactory.  As expected, the rate is relatively low in the urban sector.  The response

rate in Colombo is relatively low as compared with the other districts.  The busy living style of

the residents in the district having the capital city located in it, could have resulted a lower

response rate in Colombo district. 

Following table (table 2.3) shows the distribution of children of age 5-17 yrs. enumerated 

in the survey by district and sector (un-inflated figures).



Table 2.3.  Distribution of sample children of age 5-17 yrs. 
enumerated in the survey  by district and sector 

District Total Urban Rural

Total 18828 3600 15228

Colombo 1754 1317 437
Gampaha 1253 332 921
Kalutara 1072 175 897
Kandy 1289 203 1086
Matale 840 170 670
Nuwara Eliya 1216 135 1081
Galle 1036 136 900
Matara 1108 167 941
Hambantota 997 93 904
Kurunegala 1350 121 1229
Puttalam 977 187 790
Anuradhapura 962 141 821
Polonnaruwa 727 - 727
Badulla 1232 179 1053
Monaragala 930 - 930
Ratnapura 1189 177 1012
Kegalle 896 67 829

2.4 Data Processing:

When the completed questionnaires are received at the head office, the questionnaires

were subject to manual editing and coding operation at the Sample Survey Division.  Then

computer data entry was done at the Data Processing Division and the data so entered was

subject to a computer editing operation again at the Sample Survey Division.  The clean data

files so produced were then used to produce the tabulations. 



Chapter 3 -  Children’s Involvement in Economic Activities

3.  1 Children  Engaged in Economic Activities by Sex & Sector 

Child Activity Survey estimates that out of 4,344,770 children in the age group 5-17 yrs

living in Sri Lanka at the time of the survey, 926,037 are engaged in some form of economic

activity.  This number is about 21 percent as a proportion.  However this number includes those

who are involved in some form of economic activity while attending school or other educational 

institution also.  234,618 of them are engaged in an economic activity, not attending school or

other educational institution.  Of all children in this age group, this number is nearly 6 percent.

Composition of Children Engaged in Economic Activities

Total 926,037

Economic Activity only     69,064

Economic Activity + Housekeeping  165,554

Economic Activity + Schooling     69,715

Economic Activity + Housekeeping + Schooling   621,704



Table 3.1
Distribution of children by nature of activity and sex

Nature of activity Total % Male % Female %

Total 4344770 2238445 2106325

Total, engaged in economic activity 926037 (100.0.) 577410 (100.0) 348627 (100.0)

Economic activity only 69064 (7.5) 54330 (9.4) 14734 (4.2)
Economic activity & house keeping activity only 165554 (17.9) 97588 (16.9) 67966 (19.5)
Economic activity & Schooling 69715 (7.5) 60376 (10.5) 9339 (2.7)
Economic activity, house keeping activity & Schooling 621704 (67.1) 365116 (63.2) 256588 (73.6)

Total, not engaged in economic activity 3418733 (100.0) 1661035 (100.0) 1757698 (100.0)

Schooling /Other education only 1005884 (29.4) 595848 (35.9) 410036 (23.3)
Housekeeping activity only 142853 (4.2) 41321 (2.5) 101532 (5.8)
Schooling / Housekeeping activity only 2215799 (64.8) 986772 (59.4) 1229027 (69.9)
Idle 54030 (1.6) 36927 (2.2) 17103 (1.0)
Unknown 167 - 167 - -             _

Table 3.2
Distribution of children by nature of activity and sector

Nature of activity Total % Urban % Rural %

Total 4344770 (100.0) 551185 (12.7) 3793585 (87.3)

Total, engaged in economic activity 926037 (100.0) 48433 (5.2) 877604 (94.8)

Economic activity only 69064 (100.0) 6744 (9.8) 62320 (90.2)
Economic activity & house keeping activity only 165554 (100.0) 15699 (9.5) 149855 (90.5)
Economic activity & Schooling 69715 (100.0) 3469 (5.0) 66246 (95.0)
Economic activity, house keeping activity & Schooling 621704 (100.0) 22521 (3.6) 599183 (96.4)

Total, not engaged in economic activity 3418733 (100.0) 502752 (14.7) 2915980 (85.3)

Schooling /Other education only 1005884 (100.0) 181133 (18.0) 824752 (82.0)
Housekeeping activity only 142853 (100.0) 19905 (13.9) 122947 (86.1)
Schooling / Housekeeping activity only 2215799 (100.0) 294626 (13.3) 1921173 (86.7)
Idle 54030 (100.0) 7088 (13.1) 46941 (86.9)
Unknown 167 (100.0) - - 167 (100.0)



Majority of the children engaged in some form of economic activity are males (62.3

percent).  Further, 95 percent of them are residing in rural areas. Of the 577,410  male children

engaged in some form of economic activity, over 25 percent are engaged  in their economic

activity, without attending school or other educational institution. The corresponding proportion

for female child workers is about the same.  Of  877,604 child workers reported in the rural

sector, 24 percent work without attending school. The corresponding proportion in the urban

sector is 46 percent which is relatively higher, as compared with the rural sector. 

Table 3.3
Distribution of Children by nature of activity and whether living or not living with the  family

Nature of activity Total % living with %
Not living 

with %
the family the family

Total 4344770 (100.0) 4185863 (96.3) 158908 (3.7)

Total, engaged in economic activity 926037 (100.0) 876382 (94.6) 49654 (5.4)

Economic activity only 69064 (100.0) 38530 (56.0) 30533 (44.0)
Economic activity & Housekeeping only 165554 (100.0) 160360 (96.9) 5193 (3.1)

Economic activity & schooling only 69715 (100.0) 66412 (95.3) 3304 (4.7)
Economic activity, housekeeping &
                        schooling only 621704 (100.0) 611080 (98.3) 10624 (1.7)

Total, not engaged in economic activity 3418733 (100.0) 3309481 (96.9) 109254 (3.1)

Schooling/other education only 1005884 (100.0) 944696 (94.0) 61189 (6.0)
Housekeeping activity only 142853 (100.0) 140112 (98.0) 2741 (2.0)
Schooling & housekeeping only 2215799 (100.0) 2175422 (98.2) 40377 (1.8)
Idle 54030 (100.0) 49251 (91.2) 4780 (8.8)
Unknown 167 (100.0) - - 167 (100.0)



As described earlier, information of the children belonging to the family, but living away 

from the household were also collected at the survey as reported by the other family members.

The distribution of children belonging to different activity status groups, by whether living with

the family or not living with the family is shown in the above table 3.3. 

It can be seen in the table 3.3 that of all the children enumerated, only about 4 percent

(158908 as a number) were reported to be living away from the family.

However, of 69064 children reported to be engaged only in an economic activity,

30,533 children (or 44 percent) are living away from the family, which is a relatively high

proportion.  About 9 percent of the children who are reported to be idling, are also living away

from the family.

3.2 Age Distribution  of Working Children 

It is reported in the survey that of 926,037  working children, 475,531 (or about 52

percent), are of age below 15 yrs.  They are engaged in the economic activity either while

attending school/other educational institution or not attending such an institution.   Of the

234,618 children engaged in an economic activity not attending  any educational institution,

25,533 or 11 percent are below 15 yrs of age.   (see table 3.4 for details).



Table 3.4
Distribution of children by nature of activity and age

Nature of activity Total % 5 - 9 % 10 - 14 % 15 - 17 %

Total 4344770 (100.0) 1385621 (31.9) 1801217 (41.5) 1157932 (26.7)

Total, engaged in economic activity 926037 (100.0) 91615 (9.9) 383916 (41.5) 450507 (48.6)

Economic activity only 69064 (100.0) 387 (0.6) 10561 (15.3) 58116 (84.1)
Economic activity & house keeping activity only 165554 (100.0) 772 (0.5) 13813 (8.3) 150969 (91.2)
Economic activity & Schooling 69715 (100.0) 8292 (11.9) 32431 (46.5) 28992 (41.6)
Economic activity, house keeping activity & Schooling 621705 (100.0) 82164 (13.2) 327111 (52.6) 212430 (34.2)

Total, not engaged in economic activity 3418733 (100.0) 1294006 (37.9) 1417301 (41.5) 707425 (20.7)

Schooling /Other education only 1005884 (100.0) 594533 (59.1) 294696 (29.3) 116655 (11.6)
Housekeeping activity only 142853 (100.0 11218 (7.9) 22894 (16.0) 108741 (76.1)
Schooling / Housekeeping activity only 2215798 (100.0) 665818 (30.0) 1089648 (49.2) 460332 (20.8)
Idle 54030 (100.0) 22437 (41.5) 10063 (18.6) 21530 (39.8)
Unknown 167 (100.0) - - - - 167 (100.0)



3.2.1 Activity Status by Age and Sex

Table 3.5
Distribution of children by nature of activity age and sex

Age   (Yrs.)
5 - 9 10- 14 15-17

Nature of activity Male Female Male Female Male Female

Total 737554 648068 919704 881514 581187 576744

Total, engaged in economic activity 56177 35437 238861 145055 282371 168136
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

Economic activity only 327 60 7661 2900 46342 11774
(0.6) (0.2) (3.2) (2.0) (16.4) (7.0)

Economic activity & housekeeping only 641 131 8630 5183 88317 62652
(1.1) (0.4) (3.6) (3.6) (31.2) (37.3)

Economic activity & schooling only 5917 2375 26893 5539 27566 1426
(10.5) (6.7) (11.3) (3.8) (9.8) (0.8)

Economic activity, housekeeping, schooling only 49292 32871 195677 131433 120146 92284
(87.7) (92.8) (81.9) (90.6) (42.5) (54.9)

Total, not engaged in economic activity 681377 612631 680843 736459 298816 408608
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

Schooling and other education only 340429 254104 182099 112598 73321 43334
(50.0) (41.5) (26.7) (15.3) (24.5) (10.6)

Housekeeping only 5897 5322 9353 13541 26071 82669
(0.9) (0.9) (1.4) (1.8) (8.7) (20.2)

Schooling & housekeeping only 320753 345066 483662 605956 182357 277975
(47.1) (56.3) (71.0) (82.2) (61.0) (68.0)

Idling 14298 8139 5729 4334 16900 4630
(2.1) (1.3) (0.8) (0.6) (5.7) (1.1)

Unknown - - - - 167 -
- - - - (0.1) -

The proportion of children involved in some form of economic activities is 6.6 percent

for those children in 5-9 yrs. age group, 21.3 percent for those in 10-14 yrs. age group and 39

percent for these in 15-17 yrs. age group.   This proportion is higher among boys as compared

with girls in each age group.  Nearly 50 percent of the boys in 15-17 yrs. age group are engaged

in some form of economic activities, compared with 29 percent of girls in the same age group.

Of all working children in the age group 15-17 yrs, nearly 46 percent are involved in the



economic activity without attending school and as for this matter there is no marked difference

between the boys and the girls in this age group.

Nearly 98 percent of the children (not engaged in any form of economic activities) in the 

age group 5-14 yrs. are either engaged only in educational activities or in educational activities

while engaged in housekeeping activities as well.  (It is to be noted here that housekeeping

activities of very minor in nature are also counted here).  The proportion of girls involved in

housekeeping activities is comparatively higher than boys in each age group.  Of girls in the age 

group 15-17 yrs. not engaged in any form of economic activities, nearly 20 percent are engaged

only in housekeeping activities.

3.2.2 Whether or not Living with the Family

Table 3.6

Distribution of children by age and whether living with the family or not living with the family by activity

status

Age   (Yrs.)
Activity status Total %  5 - 9 %  10 - 14 %  15 - 17 %

Total 4344770 (100.0) 1385621 (100.0) 1801217 (100.0) 1157932 (100.0)

Living with the family 4185864 (96.3) 1363222 (98.4) 1740399 (96.6) 1082243 (93.5)
Not living with the family 158906 (3.7) 22399 (1.6) 60818 (3.4) 75689 (6.5)

Total, engaged in an economic 
activity 926037 (100.0) 91615 (100.0) 383916 (100.0) 450517 (100.0)

Living with the family 876382 (94.6) 90031 (98.3) 373239 (97.2) 413113 (91.7)
Not living with the family 49656 (5.4) 1584 (0.1) 10677 (2.8) 37404 (8.3)

Total, not engaged in an economic
activity 3418733 (100.0) 1294006 (100.0) 1417301 (100.0) 707425 (100.0)

Living with the family 3309482 (96.8) 1273191 (98.4) 1367160 (96.5) 669130 (94.6)
Not living with the family 109250 (3.2) 20815 (1.6) 50141 (3.5) 38295 (5.4)



It is apparent in the above table that, there is a tendency for the children in the higher age 

categories to live away from the family.  Further this tendency is higher for the children engaged 

in some form of economic activity.

3. 3 Employment Status of Working Children 

Table 3.7
 Distribution of working children by status of employment, school attendance & sex

Employment Attending school or other Not attending school or other 
status educational institute educational institute 

Total Male Female Total Male Female

Total 691419 425491 265928 234618 151919 82699
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

Employee 44430 33716 10714 128508 84196 44312
(6.4) (7.9) (4.0) (54.8) (55.4) (53.6)

Employer 236 236 - 284 284 -
(0.0) (0.1) - (0.1) (0.2) -

Own account worker 22300 13914 8386 11382 7564 3818
(3.2) (3.3) (3.2) (4.9) (5.0) (4.6)

Unpaid family worker 619405 374855 244550 90780 56402 34378
(89.6) (88.1) (92.0) (38.7) (37.1) (41.6)

Other 5048 2770 2278 3664 3473 191
(0.7) (0.7) (0.9) (1.6) (2.3) (0.2)



Table 3.8
Distribution of working children by status of employment, school attendance & sector

Employment Attending school or Not attending school or other
status other educational institute educational institute

Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural

Total 691422 25992 665430 234616 22441 212175
(100.0) (3.8) (96.2) (100.0) (9.6) (90.4)

Employee 44431 3506 40925 128508 15226 113282
(100.0) (7.9) (92.1) (100.0) (11.8) (88.2)

Employer 236 - 236 284 - 284
(100.0) - (100.0) (100.0) - (100.0)

Own account worker 22301 121 22180 11381 1211 10170
(100.0) (0.5) (99.5) (100.0) (10.6) (89.4)

Unpaid family worker 619406 21550 597856 90780 5812 84968
(100.0) (3.5) (96.5) (100.0) (6.4) (93.6)

Other 5048 815 4233 3663 192 3471
(100.0) (16.1) (83.9) (100.0) (5.2) (94.8)

Of all working children in the age group 5-17 yrs, about 77 percent work as unpaid

family workers, assisting their parents/elders in their family enterprise.  (both agricultural and

non-agricultural). About 18 percent work as paid employees, where payment may be in either

cash or kind.  A large majority, that is about 90 percent, of the working children who also attend

school/other educational institution, work as unpaid family workers, whereas 55 percent of the

non school going working children work as paid employees. Unpaid family worker group is

more prominent in the rural sector as compared to urban sector, while employee category is more 

prominent in the urban sector compared with the rural sector, as regards the economic activities

of the children. 



Table 3.9
Distribution of working children by status of employment and age

Status of Age (yrs.)
employment Total  5 - 9   10 - 14   15 - 17 

Total 926037 91614 383914 450507
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

Employee 172938 1019 37411 134508
(18.7) (1.1) (9.7) (29.9)

Employer 520 - 236 284
(0.1) - (0.1) (0.1)

Own account worker 33682 2374 11589 19719
(3.6) (2.6) (3.0) (4.4)

Unpaid family worker 710184 88055 331530 290599
(76.7) (96.1) (86.4) (64.5)

Other 8711 166 3148 5397
(0.9) (0.2) (0.8) (1.2)

When working children are classified by employment status and age, it can be clearly

observed that those working children of age less than 15 yrs. are mainly engaged in economic

activities operated by their own household, as unpaid family workers.  However nearly 30

percent of the working children in the age group 15-17, work as employees.  Even among the

working children of age 15-17 yrs, nearly 65 percent work as unpaid family workers in their

household enterprises.  So of 926037 working children in the age group 5-17 yrs, only 172938

were reported to  work as paid employees and of that number 134508 or nearly 78 percent are of 

age over 15 years.



3.  4 Hours of Work and Days of Work

Table 3.10

Distribution of children by time spent on economic activities, school attendance & sex
Time spent per day Attending school or other Not attending school or other

on economic educational institute educational institute
activity ( hours) Total Male Female Total Male Female

Total 691421 425493 265928 234618 151919 82699
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

1 214793 120897 93896 7465 3304 4161
(31.1) (28.4) (35.3) (3.2) (2.2) (5.0)

2 230761 136645 94116 18959 10082 8877
(33.4) (32.1) (35.4) (8.1) (6.6) (10.7)

3 89682 56101 33581 13399 8585 4814
(13.0) (13.2) (12.6) (5.7) (5.7) (5.8)

4 - 6 94362 66890 27472 59309 33971 25338
(13.6) (15.7) (10.3) (25.3) (22.4) (30.6)

7 - 8 36662 27753 8909 73427 57558 15869
(5.3) (6.5) (3.4) (31.3) (37.9) (19.2)

9+ 9924 6344 3580 49310 29540 19770
(1.4) (1.5) (1.3) (21.0) (19.4) (23.9)

Not known 15237 10863 4374 12749 8879 3870
(2.2) (2.6) (1.6) (5.4) (5.8) (4.7)



Table 3.11
Distribution of children by time spent on economic activities, school attendance & sector
Time spent per day Attending school or other Not attending school or other
on economic educational institute educational institute
activity ( hours) Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural

Total 691420 25990 665430 234619 22443 212176
(100.0) (3.8) (96.2) (100.0) (9.6) (90.4

1 214793 6916 207877 7466 1552 5914
(100.0) (3.2) (96.8) (100.0) (20.8) (79.2)

2 230761 7959 222802 18960 1181 17779
(100.0) (3.4) (96.6) (100.0) (6.2) (93.8)

3 89682 3581 86101 13399 315 13084
(100.0) (4.0) (96.0) (100.0) (2.4) (97.6)

4 - 6 94361 4765 89596 59308 5725 53583
(100.0) (5.0) (95.0) (100.0) (9.7) (90.3)

7 - 8 36663 2050 34613 73427 6784 66643
(100.0) (5.6) (94.4) (100.0) (9.2) (90.8)

9+ 9923 362 9561 49310 6346 42964
(100.0) (3.6) (96.4) (100.0) (12.9) (87.1)

Not known 15237 357 14880 12749 540 12209
(100.0) (2.3) (97.7) (100.0) (4.2) (95.8)

3.4.1 Number of Hours of Work

Information on the number of hours worked by the working child on an average working 

day was collected at the survey and the above tabulations are based on this information.

Nearly 62 percent of all working children, work less than 4 hours per day on an average

working day.  For children who work while attending an educational institution, this

proportion is even higher (77%).  However about 78 percent of those child workers, who 

do not attend any educational institution, work 4 hours or more per day on the average.

Further about 21 percent of children in this category  work even 9 hrs or more per day.

The proportion of female working children who work 9 hrs or more not attending  any

educational institution is slightly higher as compared with their male counterparts.

(proportions being 19 percent for males and 24 percent for females respectively.)

Working children  in the urban sector have longer hours of work as compared with the

rural sector.  In other words, nearly 14 percent of the child workers in the urban sector



work more than 9 hrs per day, while this proportion is only 6 percent in the rural sector.

However as the majority of the working children are residing in the rural sector, the

number of working children who work 9 hrs or more in the rural sector is relatively high 

as compared with the urban sector.  (number of  children in this category being 52,525 in 

the rural sector as opposed to 6708 children in the urban sector).  Further the proportion

of non-school going working children, who work 9 hrs or more per day, is comparatively 

high, both in urban and rural sectors.  (proportions being 28 percent in urban sector and

20 percent in rural sector).

Table 3.12
Distribution of working children by time spent per day on economic 
activity by age and sex

Time spent per day  Age (Yrs.)
on economic activity (hours) Total   05-09 yrs   10-14 yrs   15-17 yrs

Total 926037 91613 383916 450507
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

1 222257 39917 114477 67863
(24.0) (43.6) (29.8) (15.1)

2 249720 33262 129414 87044
(27.0) (36.3) (33.7) (19.3)

3 103082 6496 47527 49059
(11.1) (7.1) (12.4) (10.9)

 4-6 153671 6850 52728 94093
(16.6) (7.5) (13.7) (20.9)

 7-8 110089 766 19482 89841
(11.9) (0.8) (2.7) (19.9)

9+ 59233 777 10456 48000
(6.4) (0.8) (2.7) (10.7)

Not known 27984 3545 9832 14607
(3.0) (3.9) (2.6) (3.2)

It is seen in the above table that the time spend on economic activity increases with age.

That is while over 85  percent of the working children in the age group 5-9 yrs. and about 75

percent of the working children in the age group 10-14 spending 3 hours or less in their

respective economic activity, over 50 percent of the working children in the group 15-17 yrs.

spend 4 hours or more in their economic activity.  This also gives an indication of the nature of

work that the working children of age less than 15 yrs. are engaged in. 



3.4.2 Number of Days of Work

Table 3.13
Distribution of working children by number of days worked,
and school attendance status
Number of School attendance status 

days worked Total Attending school/ Not attending school/
Other education institution Other education institution

Total 926037 691420 234618
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

1 82994 73112 9882
(9.0) (10.6) (4.2)

2 294416 278246 16170
(31.8) (40.2) (6.9)

3 117393 92358 25035
(12.7) (13.4) (10.7)

4 88646 65011 23635
(9.6) (9.4) (10.1)

5 90867 59112 31755
(9.8) (8.5) (13.5)

6 71874 23102 48772
(7.8) (3.3) (20.8)

7 154240 88376 65864
(16.7) (12.8) (28.1)

Not known 25608 12103 13505
(2.8) (1.8) (5.8)

Information on the number of days worked on an average week by the working children

was also collected at the survey and the observed patterns are clearly different between those

who are attending school and not attending school.  Nearly 65 percent of the working children

who are attending school/other educational institution were reported to have worked 3 days or

less on an average week while over 60 percent of the working children who do not attend

school/other educational institution were reported to have worked 5 days or more in an average

week.  This gives an indication of the intensity of work of the children belonging to the two

groups.



3.  5 Earnings from Economic Activity 

Some of the  children are working in their family enterprises (agricultural or non-

agricultural) and so they work without payment as un-paid family workers.  It is reported in the

survey that out of 926,037 working children, 214,266 (or 23 percent) children work for payment.

Of 691,419 children, who work while attending an educational institution, 72,016 (or 10.4

percent) work for payment and out of 234,618 working children who work without attending an 

educational institution, 142,250 (or 61 percent) work for payment. 

Table 3.14
Distribution of employed children by amount of earning, school attendance status and sector

Attending school or other Not attending school or 
Amount of Total educational , vocational/ other educational , vocational/ 
earnings  technical institution technical institution

(Rs.) Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female

Total 214266 145171 69095 72016 50637 21379 142250 94534 47716
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

 < 250 24503 13936 10567 21413 13613 7800 3090 323 2767
(11.4) (9.6) (15.3) (29.7) (26.9) (36.5) (2.2) (0.3) (5.8)

250 < 500 20819 15676 5143 12293 9439 2854 8526 6237 2289
(9.7) (10.8) (7.4) (17.1) (18.6) (13.3) (6.0) (6.6) (4.8)

500 < 1000 27630 17962 9668 10620 7826 2794 17010 10136 6874
(12.9) (12.4) (14.0) (14.7) (15.5) (13.1) (12.0) (10.7) (14.4)

1000 < 1500 30937 22211 8726 5434 4241 1193 25503 17970 7533
(14.4) (15.3) (12.6) (7.5) (8.4) (5.6) (17.9) (19.0) (15.8)

1500 < 2000 25386 18680 6706 4487 4295 192 20899 14385 6514
(11.8) (12.9) (9.7) (6.2) (8.5) (0.9) (14.7) (15.2) (13.7)

2000+ 56039 38938 17101 3695 3576 119 52344 35362 16985
(26.2) (26.8) (24.7) (5.1) (7.1) (0.6) (36.8) (37.4) (35.6)

Not Known 28952 17768 11184 14074 7647 6427 14878 10121 4757
  (13.5)   (12.2)   (16.2) (19.5)   (15.1)   (30.1)  (10.5)   (10.7)   (10.0)



Table 3.15
Distribution of employed children by amount of earning, school attendance status and sector

Attending school or other Not attending school or 
Amount of Total educational , vocational/ other educational , vocational/ 
earnings  technical institution technical institution

(Rs.) Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural

Total 214266 20741 193526 72016 4442 67574 142250 16299 125952
(100.0) (9.7) (90.3) (100.0) (6.2) (93.8) (100.0) (11.5) (88.5)

 < 250 24504 553 23951 21414 509 20905 3090 44 3046
(100.0) (2.3) (97.7) (100.0) (2.4) (97.6) (100.0) (1.4) (98.6)

250 < 500 20819 2610 18209 12293 1729 10564 8526 881 7645
(100.0) (12.5) (87.5) (100.0) (14.1) (85.9) (100.0) (10.3) (89.7)

500 < 1000 27629 2242 25387 10619 814 9805 17010 1428 15582
(100.0) (8.1) (91.9) (100.0) (7.7) (92.3) (100.0) (8.4) (91.6)

1000 < 1500 30938 3879 27059 5434 298 5136 25504 3581 21923
(100.0) (12.5) (87.5) (100.0) (5.5) (94.5) (100.0) (14.0) (86.0)

1500 < 2000 25386 2306 23080 4487 - 4487 20899 2306 18593
(100.0) (9.1) (90.9) (100.0) - (100.0) (100.0) (11.0) (89.0)

2000+ 56039 8294 47745 3695 882 2813 52344 7412 44932
(100.0) (14.8) (85.2) (100.0) (23.9) (76.1) (100.0) (14.2) (85.8)

Not Known 28952 857 28095 14074 210 13864 14878 647 14231
  (100.0)     (3.0)   (97.0)   (100.0)    (1.5)       ( 98.5)    (100.0)    (4.3)    (95.7)

About 62 percent of all working children who work for payment while attending

educational institution earn less than Rs. 1000.00 per month.  Out of 142,250 working children

who work for payment without attending an educational institution, 98,746 (or 70 percent) earn

more than Rs. 1000.00 per month.  A slightly higher proportion of male child workers, who do

not attend educational institutions earn more than Rs. 1000.00 per month as compared with the

female child workers (corresponding proportions being 72 percent for males and 65 percent for

females respectively).  Child workers who do not attend any educational institution residing in

the urban sector are placed at a favorable position as opposed to those residing in the rural sector 

as regards their earnings, for the proportion receiving more than Rs. 1000.00 per month in the

urban sector is 82 percent compared with 68 percent in the rural sector.



3.  6 Occupation of the Working Children

Information on the occupations in which working children are engaged, in different areas 

of the country was collected prior to the survey field operation.  These occupations were

classified by using the International Standard Classification of Occupations revised in 1988

(ISCO - 88) (see annexure for the classification of children's occupations under major and sub-

major categories).  Information on working children's occupations as collected at the survey were 

tabulated using this classification.  (see table 3.16 below ). 

Table 3.16
Distribution of working children by selected occupation group and sector

Occupation Total % Urban % Rural %

Total 926037 (100.0) 48434 (100.0) 877604 (100.0)

Travel attendants and guides 15726 (1.7) 1984 (4.1) 13742 (1.6)
Shop sales persons and Demonstrators 72512 (7.8) 9733 (20.1) 62779 (7.2)
Mining and extraction trade related workers 9771 (1.1) 85 (0.2) 9686 (1.1)
Building and other construction related workers 18761 (2.0) 1758 (3.6) 17003 (1.9)
Construction and material producing workers 15577 (1.7) 854 (1.8) 14723 (1.7)
Machinery trade related workers 10144 (1.1) 985 (2.0) 9159 (1.0)
Handicraft workers in wood, textile, leather and related materials 8304 (0.9) 491 (1.0) 7813 (0.9)
Food related products processing trade workers 11734 (1.3) 3970 (8.2) 7764 (0.9)
Textile and garment trade related workers 26854 (2.9) 3277 (6.8) 23577 (2.7)
Brooms, ekle brooms trade related workers 14261 (1.5) 157 (0.3) 14104 (1.6)
Workers in manufacturing industries (N.E.C.) 30481 (3.3) 5066 (10.5) 25415 (2.9)
Street vendors, mobile vendors, and related workers 10429 (1.1) 1781 (3.7) 8648 (1.0)
Domestic helpers and related other workers 19110 (2.1) 4050 (8.4) 15060 (1.7)
Agricultural workers 551283 (59.5) 5540 (11.4) 545743 (62.2)
Industrial crops production related workers 37741 (4.1) 249 (0.5) 37492 (4.3)
Other 72569 (7.8) 8001 (16.5) 64568 (7.4)
Unidentified 781 (0.1) 453 (0.9) 328 (0.0)



Nearly 60 percent of all working children are reported to be working as agricultural

workers.  The children working either as paid employees or as unpaid family workers helping

their parents in paddy fields, livestock farms, vegetable farms etc. are also included here as

agricultural workers.   The proportion of agriculture workers is as low as 11 percent among the

working children residing in urban areas.  Among the urban sector working children, the most

dominant occupations are classified under 'shop sales persons and demonstrators' category

(proportion being 20 percent).  This occupation category can be ranked next to 'agriculture

workers' category at the all island level, with a contribution of about 8 percent of all occupations.

In the order of dominance the occupations classified under 'industrial crops production related

workers' (4 percent) can be ranked next to 'shop sales persons and demonstrators' category at the 

all island level.   Mainly, children working in tea, rubber, coconut and other industrial crops

plantations are counted under this group. The number of domestic workers reported at the survey 

is 19,110.  The contributions from each of the following occupational categories are also

significant.

i. Building and other construction related workers

ii. Textile and garment trade related workers

iii. Skilled workers in manufacturing industries (not  elsewhere classified)

3.  7 Major Industrial Group of the Occupation

Information on industrial category to which the occupation of the working child belongs,

was also collected at the survey.  These industrial categories are classified according to the

International Standard Classification Industries (ISIC).



Table 3.17
Distribution of working children by major industrial group and sex

Major industrial group Total % Male % Female %

Total 926037 (100.0) 577409 (100.0) 348627 (100.0)

Agriculture 589405 (63.6) 365353 (63.3) 224052 (64.3)
Mining & Quarrying 12213 (1.3) 8572 (1.5) 3641 (1.0)
Manufacturing 137491 (14.8) 67886 (11.8) 69605 (20.0)
Electricity  & Water 597 (0.1) 597 (0.1) - -
Construction 18239 (2.0) 18030 (3.1) 209 (0.1)
Trade & Hotels 99708 (10.8) 69311 (12.0) 30397 (8.7
Transport & Communication 8628 (0.9) 7990 (1.4) 638 (0.2)
Insurance & Real estate 746 (0.1) 595 (0.1) 151 (0.0)
Personal services 50458 (5.4) 31390 (5.4) 19068 (5.5)
Not defined 8551 (0.9) 7685 (1.3) 866 (0.2)

Table 3.18
Distribution of working children by major industrial group and sector

Major industrial group Total % Urban % Rural %

Total 926037 (100.0) 48433 (5.2) 877603 (94.8)

Agriculture 589406 (100.0) 6035 (1.0) 583371 (99.0)
Mining & Quarrying 12213 (100.0) 85 (0.7) 12128 99.3)
Manufacturing 137491 (100.0) 16530 (12.0) 120961 (88.0)
Electricity  & Water 597 (100.0) - - 597 (100.0)
Construction 18239 (100.0) 1932 (10.6) 16307 (89.4)
Trade & Hotels 99707 (100.0) 14132 (14.2) 85575 (85.8)
Transport & Communication 8628 (100.0) 731 (8.5) 7897 (91.5)
Insurance & Real estate 746 (100.0) 334 (44.8) 412 (55.2)
Personal services 50458 (100.0) 8323 (16.5) 42135 (83.5)
Not defined 8551 (100.0) 331 (3.9) 8220 (96.1)



As expected at the all island level the majority (about 65 percent) of all reported

occupations fall under the major industrial group, 'Agriculture'. The dominant industrial

categories among the working children residing in the urban sector however, can be classified

under the major groups, 'Manufacturing' and 'Trade and Hotels' respectively.  No marked

difference can be observed between the male and the female working children as regards the

distribution by major industrial group.

3.  8 Domestic Workers 

It has been reported in the survey that, out of 926,037 working children there are 19,111

domestic workers.  They were either reported from the household they are presently working or

from the household of their family.  However there is a tendency not to give proper information,

on children who are working as domestic workers by some of the responding households.  As

such this figure could be an under estimate.

Table 3.19
Distribution of working children by status of work and sex

Status of work Total % Male % Female %

Total 926037 (100.0) 577410 (100.0) 348626 (100.0)

Domestic work 19111 (2.1) 5578 (1.0) 13533 (3.9)
Non-domestic work 906926 (97.9) 571832 (99.0) 335093 (96.1)

Table 3.20
Distribution of working children by status of work and sector

Status of work Total % Urban % Rural %

Total 926037 (100.0) 48434 (5.2) 877604 (94.8)

Domestic work 19111 (100.0) 4050 (21.2) 15060 (78.8)
Non-domestic work 906926 (100.0) 44384 (4.9) 862544 (95.1)



Of the 19,111 number of domestic child workers reported in the survey, majority are

females. (percentage being 70 percent).   Also a majority of the domestic child workers, (79

percent) are from rural areas.

Table 3.21 
Distribution of working children by status of work and 

by whether living with or not living with the family

Status of work Total
Living with 

the Not living with 
family the family

Total 926037 876382 49655
(100.0) (94.6) (5.4)

Domestic work 19111 10447 8665
(100.0) (54.7) (45.3)

Non domestic work 906926 865935 40990
(100.0) (95.5) (4.5)

As explained earlier in this report, information on children, both living with the family

and not living with the family were collected in this survey.  As seen in the above table nearly 45 

percent of the children who work as domestic workers (not in the own household)  are reported

to be living away from the family.  Of the working children engaged in non-domestic work

corresponding proportion is as low as 5 percent.

Table 3.22
Distribution of domestic workers by number days worked per week by sex 

No of days per week
Sex Total 4 or less               5              6             7 Not known

Total 19111 - 1064 1083 14343 2620
(100.0) (5.6) (5.7) (75.1) (13.7)

Male 5577 - 906 606 3533 532
(100.0) (16.2) (10.9) (63.3) (9.5)

Female 13534 - 158 477 10810 2088
(100.0) (1.2) (3.5) (79.9) (15.4)



Table 3.23
Distribution of domestic workers by time spend on work per day and sex

Hours per day 

Sex Total 3 or less  4 - 6  7 - 8  9+ Not known
Total 19111 1932 5232 3226 5363 3358

(100.0) (10.1) (27.4) (16.9) (28.1) (17.6)
Male 5577 1390 817 1338 1129 903

(100.0) (24.9) (14.6) (24.0) (20.2) (16.2)
Female 13534 542 4415 1888 4234 2455

(100.0) (4.0) (32.6) (14.0) (31.2) (18.1)

None of the domestic workers were reported to have worked 4 days or less in an average 

week.  About 65 percent of the male domestic workers and about 80 percent of the female

domestic workers were reported to have worked 7 days in an average week, indicating that a

majority of the domestic workers, especially female domestic workers, have to work throughout

without a rest day. 

When domestic workers are classified by hours of work on an average working day, both 

male and female domestic workers were reported to have worked equally.  Of both male and

female domestic workers, about 45 percent were reported to have worked 7 hours or more on an 

average working day.  As the information on the days work per week and  the hours work per

day were obtained mainly from an another household member, the proportion  reported as

‘unknown’ is fairly high.

3. 9 Health and Safety of Working Children 

With a view in identifying the groups of working children who are vulnerable to health

and safety hazards, due to the nature of the activity they are engaged in, a section to collect

relevant information was introduced in the survey questionnaire.  (See, section 03. Health and

Safety' of the questionnaire in appendix 3).  Under this section details on, (i)  frequency (ii) type 

(iii) seriousness of illnesses and (iv) injuries caused by the activity the child is engaged in, was

collected.  The information so collected are summarized in the following tables.



Table 3.24
Distribution of children by frequency of injuries/illness and sex

Frequency of injury Total Male Female
illness

Total 926037 577409 348627
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

Often/frequently 5159 2544 2615
(0.6) (0.4) (0.8)

Occasionally 15807 12004 3803
(1.7) (2.1) (1.1)

Seldom/rarely 76042 55132 20910
(8.2) (9.5) (6.0)

Never 829028 507729 321299
(89.5) (87.9) (92.1)

Table 3.25
Distribution of working children who have ever
experienced an injury/illness by age

Age Total Experienced Not experienced
injury/illness injury/illness

Total 926037 97010 829026
(100.0) (10.5) (89.5)

 5- 9 yrs. 91615 4320 87295
(100.0) (4.7) (95.3)

 10 - 14 yrs. 383915 37664 346251
(100.0) (9.8) (90.2)

 15 - 17 yrs 450506 55026 395480
(100.0) (12.2) (87.8)

As seen in the above table nearly 90 percent of the working children in the age group (5 -

17 yrs. have never experienced a health or safety hazard due to the activity that they are engaged 

in.  Out of 97,010 children who were reported to have had some injury or illness due to their

work, about 78 percent have experienced such illness/injury only seldom or rarely.  As such the

situation faced by the working children in Sri Lanka in relation to the safety and health due to

their economic activity, is not that serious.   However  male working children are more

vulnerable to health and safety hazards due to their economic activity, as compared with female



working children.  The above table also shows that the incidence of injuries/illnesses is relatively 

low among the working children in the lower age categories.

Table 3.26
Incidence of illnesses/injuries by major industrial
group of the occupation 

Major Industrial Total number
Number

experienced Incidence * 
group working injury/illness Rate (percent)

Total 926037 97010 (10.5)
Agriculture 589405 65255 (11.1)
Mining & Quarrying 12213 2557 (20.9)
Manufacturing 137491 12193 (8.9)
Construction 18239 3588 (19.6)
Trade& Hotels 99708 2980 (3.0)
Services 50458 7364 (15.0)
Other 18522 3075 (16.6)

*  Incidence Rate = Number  experienced injury/illness x 100

Total number of working children in the 

given category

Incidence of illness/injuries is relatively high among the working children who are

engaged in activities defined under the major industry categories, 'Mining & quarrying' and

'Construction' respectively.  The major industry group 'Services' can be ranked next to the above 

2 industry categories, in relation to the incidence of injuries/illnesses.  The children working

under the 'Trade & Hotels' category have reported the lowest incidence of injuries/illnesses due

to their economic activity.



3.10 Reason for Letting Child Work

When a child is already working at the time of the survey and if he/she is a family

member of the household, the parents or guardians of the child were inquired in to the reasons

for letting child work.  The information so gathered is summarized in the following tables. 

Table 3.27
Distribution of working children * by main reason for letting the child work and school attendance status

Attending school or Not attending school 
other educational , or other educational ,

% vocational/ technical % vocational/ technical %
Main reason Total

institution institution

Total *859292 (100.0) 641682 (74.7) 217610 (25.3)

To supplement household income 243893 (100.0) 140229 (57.5) 103664 (42.5)
To pay outstanding debt

under contractual arrangement 630 (100.0) 327 (51.9) 303 (48.1)
To asst. / help household enterprise 500699 (100.0) 444942 (88.9) 55757 (11.1)
Education / training is not suitable 19707 (100.0) 651 (3.3) 19056 (96.7)
Education / training institutions are too far 94363 (100.0) 55533 (58.9) 38830 (41.1)
Other - - - - - -

*(Of the total number of working children reported in the survey (926037), the children,

(i) who were living with the family and (ii) who were working at the time of the survey only are 

covered under this section.  This number is 859,292).



Table 3.28
Distribution of working children not attending an educational institution
by main reason for letting the child work and sex
Main reason Total % Male % Female %

Total 217610 (100.0) 142741 (100.0) 74869 (100.0)

To supplement household income 103664 (47.6) 68097 (47.7) 35567 (47.5)
To pay outstanding debt

under contractual arrangement 303 (0.1) 238 (0.2) 65 (0.1)
To assit / help household enterprise 55757 (25.6) 34422 (24.1) 21335 (28.5
Education / training is not suitable 19056 (8.8) 13264 (9.3) 5792 (7.7)
Education / training institutions are too far 38830 (17.8) 26720 (18.7) 12110 (16.2)
Other - - - - - -

Nearly seventy percent of the parents of the working children who work while attending

an educational institution were reported to be getting their children involved in the economic

activity to assist or help in their household enterprise.  However nearly fifty percent of the

parents of the working children, who do not attend any educational institution wanted their

children to work for economic gain to supplement their household income.  In other words those 

children in this category had been deprived of their education to work for some economic gain

due to poverty. There are 103,664 children reported to be in this group in Sri Lanka. This group 

of children constitutes of 68,097 male children (66 percent) and 35,567 female children (34

percent).



Table 3.29
Distribution of working children by consequence to household 
 if child stop working and school attendance status

Consequence Attending school or Not attending school 
to other educational , or other educational ,

household % vocational/ technical % vocational/ technical %
Total

institution institution

Total 859292 (100.0) 641682 (74.7) 217609 (25.3)

Household living standard declines 204354 (100.0) 104726 (51.2) 99628 (48.8)
Household cannot afford to live 13873 (100.0) 6126 (44.2) 7747 (55.8)
Household enterprise cannot operate 233472 (100.0) 199536 (85.5) 33936 (14.5)
Does not affect any way 366486 (100.0) 300662 (82.0) 65824 (18.0)
Other 41106 (100.0) 30632 (74.5) 10474 (25.5)

Further, the parents/guardians of about 45 percent of the working children who work

without attending an educational institution are of the view that their household living standard

would decline if child stops working and so these children had to work for economic gain also

due to poverty.  However a majority of the parents (47 percent)  of the children, who work while 

attending an educational institution do not think their household living standard would be any

way affected, if the child stops work.



Chapter 4 -  Children’s Involvement in Housekeeping Activities and 

Education

4.1 Child's Involvement in Housekeeping Activities

It is known that in Sri Lanka, some of the children are engaged also in housekeeping

activities sometimes to assist their parents or even sometimes in the absence of either or both of

their parents.  Some of the children stop their schooling just to look after the younger brothers or 

sisters in the absence of the mother, who may have gone for foreign employment or for some

other reason.  Some of the children  attend to housekeeping activities, while attending school or

even while attending in some economic activities.

Table 4.1
Distribution  of children  by time spent on housekeeping activities, school attendance & sex
Time spent per day on Attending school or other Not attending school or other
on housekeeping educational institute educational institute
activity ( minutes) Total Male Female Total Male Female

Total 2837504 1351888 1485616 308406 138909 169497
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

 < 15 34399 22916 11483 822 703 119
(1.2) (1.7) (0.8) (0.3) (0.5) (0.1)

15 < 30 453819 282168 171651 17285 15318 1967
(16.0) (20.9) (11.6) (5.6) (11.0) (1.2)

30 < 60 1114569 580459 534110 56248 43802 12446
(39.3) (42.9) (36.0) (18.2) (31.5) (7.3)

60 < 120 973403 398824 574579 97754 52491 45263
(34.3) (29.5) (38.7) (31.7) (37.8) (26.7)

120+ 258258 65742 192516 135294 26122 109172
(9.1) (4.9) (13.0) (43.9) (18.8) (64.4)

Not known 3056 1779 1277 1003 473 530
(0.1) (0.1) (0.1) (0.3) (0.3) (0.3)



Table 4.2
Distribution of children by time spent on housekeeping activities, school attendance & sector
Time spent per day on Attending school or other Not attending school or other

housekeeping educational institute educational institute 
activity minutes Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural

Total 2837504 317148 2520355 308407 35605 272802
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

<15 34399 5657 28742 823 238 585
(1.2) (1.8) (1.1) (0.3) (0.7) (0.2)

15 < 30 453819 56347 397472 17286 1900 15386
(16.0) (17.8) (15.8) (5.6) (5.3) (5.6)

30 < 60 1114569 133818 980751 56248 5857 50391
(39.3) (42.2) (38.9) (18.2) (16.4) (18.5)

60 < 120 973402 99852 873550 97753 12127 85626
(34.3) (31.5) (34.7) (31.7) (34.1) (31.4)

120+ 258258 21474 236784 135294 15329 119965
(9.1) (6.8) (9.4) (43.9) (43.1) (44.0)

Not known 3056 - 3056 1003 154 849
(0.1) - (0.1) (0.3) (0.4) (0.3)

A total of 3,145,910 children in the age group 5-17 are reported to be engaged in some

form of housekeeping activities in Sri Lanka.  This is 72 percent of all children in this age group.

It is to be noted here that even the children who are involved in housekeeping activities in a very 

minor scale are also counted here.  These minor activities include, (i)  going to nearby boutique

to purchase household needs (ii)  washing own clothes (iii)  collecting firewood etc.  The number 

of children who are engaged in housekeeping activities while attending an educational institution 

is 2,837,504 and it is 90 percent of all children doing housekeeping work.



Nearly 45 percent of the children engaged in housekeeping activities while attending an

educational institution were reported to be spending one hour or more in housekeeping activities,

while  the corresponding proportion for non-school going children is about 75 percent.  The

proportion  of female non-school going children, who spends one hour or more on housekeeping

activities is about 90 percent.  This is a markedly higher figure as compared with the

corresponding figure for males which is about 57 percent.

4.2 Attendance at School or Other Educational Institution

Of a estimated total of  4,344,770 children in the age group 5-17 yrs in Sri Lanka,

431,668 (or 10 percent) are estimated to be not attending school or other educational institution.

This proportion is highest (i.e. 29 percent) for the children in 15-17 yrs age group.  No marked

difference seems to exist between (i)  males and females and (ii)  urban & rural sector children as 

regards the proportion not attending school/other educational institution, when the children in 5-

17 yrs. age group as a whole is taken in to consideration.

Table 4.3
Distribution of children by age and school attendance status

School Attendance Total % 5 - 9 % 10 - 14 % 15 - 17 %

Total 4344770 (100.0) 1385621 (100.0) 1801218 (100.0) 1157932 (100.0)

Attending school 3913103 (90.1) 1350807 (97.5) 1743887 (96.8) 818409 (70.7)
Not attending school 431668 (9.9) 34814 (2.5) 57331 (3.2) 339523 (29.3)



Table 4.4
Distribution of children by sex and school attendance status

Age Total % Male % Female %

Total 4344770 (100.0) 2238446 (100.0) 2106325 (100.0)

Attending school 3913103 (90.1) 2008112 (89.7) 1904991 (90.4)
Not attending school 431668 (9.9) 230334 (10.3) 201334 (9.6)

Table 4.5
Distribution of children by sector and school attendance status

Age Total % Urban % Rural %

Total 4344770 (100.0) 551185 (12.7) 3793587 (87.3)

Attending school 3913103 (100.0) 501749 (12.8) 3411355 (87.2)
Not attending school 431668 (100.0) 49436 (11.5) 382232 (88.5)

4.3 Reason for Non-attendance

Nearly 20 percent of the children not attending school or other institution are reported to

have stopped schooling to get them selves engaged in an economic activity and another 12.3

percent due to financial difficulties.  Only about 4 percent of the children have stopped schooling 

to engage in housekeeping activities.  A fairly high percentage of dropouts (35 percent) have

mentioned other reasons not mentioned in the questionnaire as the reason for non-attendance.

*(Following reasons were mainly reported under the ‘other’ category here.  (i)  Non-

availability of birth certificate (ii)  custodians of children without parents do not take much

interest in sending the child to school  (iii)  children who have suffered from major health

conditions found it difficult to attend school). 



Table 4.6
Distribution of children by reason for not attending school and sex

Reason Total Male Female

Total 431670 230335 201335
     (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

To engage in economic activity 85906 54631 31275
(19.9) (23.7) (15.5)

To engage in housekeeping activity 18589 4355 14234
         (4.3) (1.9) (7.1)

Dropped out due to financial /other difficulties 53312 27626 25686
(12.4) (12.0) (12.8)

School is too far 4335 2824 1511
(1.0) (1.2) (0.8)

Not happy with the facilities in school 478 261 217
 (0.1) (0.1) (0.1)

Does not think the higher education will bring any result 48358 30780 17578
(11.2) (13.4) (8.7)

Studying for G.C.E. (O/L) or G.C.E. (A/L) at home 5220 2075 3145
(1.2) (0.9) (1.6)

Awaiting G.C.E.(O/L) or G.C.E.(A/L) results 64035 26324 37711
(14.8) (11.4) (18.7)

Other 151434 81459 69975
(35.1) (35.4) (34.8)



Table 4.7
Distribution of children by reason for not attending school and sector

Reason Total Urban Rural
Total 431670 49438 382232

(100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

To engage economic activity 85906 8056 77850
(19.9) (16.3) (20.4)

To engage in housekeeping activity 18589 1831 16758
(4.3) (3.7) (4.4)

Dropped out due to financial/other difficulties 53313 8235 45078
(12.4) (16.7) (11.8)

School is too far 4335 - 4335
(1.0) - (1.1)

Not happy with the facilities in school 478 96 382
(0.1) (0.2) (0.1)

Does not think the higher education will bring any result 48358 5506 42852
(11.2) (11.1) (11.2)

Studying for G.C.E. (O/L) or G.C.E. (A/L) at home 5222 676 4546
(1.2) (1.4) (1.2)

Awaiting G.C.E. (O/L) or G.C.E. (A/L) results 64036 8093 55943
(14.8) (16.4) (14.6)

Other 151433 16945 134488
(35.1) (34.3) (35.2)
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Annexure - 4

Survey Teams

Team 01:  Anuradhapura and Puttlam Districts

(a)  Co-ordinator - Mr. D.J.C.S. Jayalath Deputy Director
(b)  Supervisor - Mr. B.L. Thangarathnam Statistical Officer
(c)  Enumerators - (1) L.A.T.N. Hettiarachchi Statistical Investigator

(2) P.E.M.P.U.D.E. Ekanayaka Statistical Investigator
(3) M.L.K.P. Kumara Statistical Investigator
(4) M.K.C. Marapana Statistical Investigator
(5) N.P. Chandrasekara Statistical Investigator

Team 02:  Matale and Polonnaruwa Districts

(a) Co-ordinator - Mr. S. Madurapperuma Deputy Director
(b)  Supervisor - Mrs. D. Disanayaka Statistician
(c)  Enumerators - (1) M. Ratnayaka Statistical Investigator

(2) T.M.K.B. Tennakoon Statistical Investigator
(3) K.P.J. Sumila Statistical Investigator
(4) Y.K.K.M. Jayantha Statistical Investigator
(5) K.G.F. Perera Statistical Investigator

Team 03:  Kurunegala and Kegalle Districts

(a) Co-ordinator - Mr. K.G. Thilakarathna Statistician
(b)  Supervisor - Miss. J.A. Gunawathie Statistical Officer
(c)  Enumerators - (1) H.A.B.T. Perera Statistical Investigator

(2) C.N.S. Kumarihamy Statistical Investigator
(3) Chitra Nakandala Statistical Investigator
(4) W.M. Ariyasena Statistical Investigator
(5) M.A. Dayarathna Statistical Investigator

Team 04:  Gampaha and Kalutara Districts

(a) Co-ordinator - Mr. G.Y.L. Fernando Deputy Director 
(b)  Supervisor - Mr. R.A.P. Kumarasinghe Statistical Officer
(c)  Enumerators - (1) M.G. Perera Statistical Investigator

(2) J.A.A. Jayasuriya Statistical Investigator
(3) H.A.P. Jayawardena Statistical Investigator
(4) Dayaranjini Jayatissa Statistical Investigator
(5) S.A. Karunawathi Statistical Investigator



Team 05:  Kandy and Nuwara-Eliya Districts

(a) Co-ordinator - Mr. M.A.N. Fernando Statistician
(b)  Supervisor - Mr. D.N. Jayakody Statistical Officer
(c)  Enumerators- (1) Chamalee Weerasinghe Statistical Investigator

(2) U.L.M. Tusari Statistical Investigator
(3) N.A.C.R. Nissanka Statistical Investigator
(4) H.N. Samarakoon Statistical Investigator
(5) Indika Seram Statistical Investigator

Team 06:  Rathnapura and Hambantota Districts 

(a) Co-ordinator - Mr. J.A.P. Balasuriya Statistician
(b)  Supervisor - Mr. Lal Perera Statistical Officer
(c)  Enumerators- (1) D.G.D.P. Dilka Statistical Investigator

(2) W.S.D. Jayasundara Statistical Investigator
(3) W. Gunatilake Statistical Investigator
(4) I.H.J. Rohan Statistical Investigator
(5) Gamage Piyadasa Statistical Investigator

Team 07:  Galle and Matara Districts 

(a) Co-ordinator - Mr. D.C. Gunawardena Deputy Director 
(b)  Supervisor - Mr. P. Subawickrama Statistical Officer
(c)  Enumerators- (1) M.S.M. Musammil Statistical Investigator

(2) A.D.V.K. de Silva Statistical Investigator
(3) H.T. Fonseka Statistical Investigator
(4) H.G. Premalal Statistical Investigator
(5) W.A. Tilakarathna Statistical Investigator

Team 08:  Badulla and Monaragafla Districts 

(a) Co-ordinator - Mr. Hector Gunatilaka Statistician
(b)  Supervisor - Mrs. K. Kannangara Statistical Officer
(c)  Enumerators- (1) J.S. Kalutara Statistical Investigator

(2) P.A. Egodage Statistical Investigator
(3) Nandani Boralugoda Statistical Investigator
(4) L.S.N. Perera Statistical Investigator
(5) R.M. Gunadasa Statistical Investigator


