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Raks Thai Foundation’s Learning Center, Nakhon Si Thammarat province (April 2014)
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he ILO-IPEC Project ‘Combating the Worst Forms of Child Labour in Shrimp and Seafood

Processing industry in Thailand, implemented by International Labour Organisation (ILO) from 2010

to 2014 with support from the US Department of Labor, has three immediate objectives, namely (i) to
strengthen policy and implementation frameworks to protect the rights of Thai, migrant and stateless children;
(ii) to support enterprises across the shrimp supply chain in complying with national labour laws, with special
emphasis on child labour and forced labour, and institute good practices for improving working conditions;
and (iii) provide area-based education, social protection and livelihood services to migrant and Thai children
and their families in targeted shrimp and seafood industry areas.

The work we do with our NGO partners to deliver direct services to children and their families is one
of the most important and strongest parts of the project. NGO outreach workers have worked tirelessly to
identify and access children and families, gain their trust, and initiate various models of services — whether
education, livelihood or others - to support children and families in putting in place alternatives to child
labour. Through the work of our NGO partners, we have had a chance to see changes in the lives of the children
and their families - children have gone to schools, children who used to work have enrolled at non-formal
education centers, recreation areas for children and adults were established in migrant communities, and
more.

As the project is now ending, it is my great pleasure that “EMBRACE: A Picture Book on Combating
the Worst Forms of Child Labour in Shrimp and Seafood Processing industry in Thailand” - which is in your
hands right now — records some lively and notable moments of NGO partners and beneficiaries in action
during the period of project implementation.

I would like to thank Friends Without Borders Foundation most sincerely for its contribution to some
of the project’s great campaign materials. Also, a big thank you to our Action Programme partners: Foundation
for Child Development (FCD), Labour Rights Promotion Network Foundation (LPN), National Council for
Child and Youth Development (NCYD), Planned Parenthood Association of Thailand (PPAT), and Raks Thai
Foundation who have worked in five of Thailand’s provinces - Samut Prakan and Samut Sakhon in the central
area and Songkhla, Surat Thani and Nakhon Si Thammarat in the south - for their invaluable contribution in
making changes to the lives of children and families.

I hope that you will be greatly inspired by this book and join us in the movement to fight for the
elimination of the worst forms of child labour in Thailand and elsewhere.

Birgitte Krogh Poulsen
Project Manager
ILO-IPEC Thailand
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Surat Thani province (April 2014)




uring the first half of 2014, three photojournalists travelled around seafood industry areas to document the work of
the five local non-governmental organizations that have been, working for years to combat the use of child labour

in Thailand’s seafood and shrimp industries as partners of the International Labour Organization.

Thailand has ratified the ILO Convention No.182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour and the ILO Convention No. 138 on
the Minimum Age for Admission to Employment and Work. According to the ILO, the term “child labour” is often defined
as work which deprives children of their childhood, their potential and their dignity, and is harmful to their physical and
mental

development. It refers to work which is mentally, physically, socially or morally dangerous and harmful to children; and
interferes with their schooling by: depriving them of the opportunity to attend school; obliging them to leave school
prematurely; or requiring them to attempt to combine school attendance with excessively long hours and heavy work. In its
most extreme forms, child labour involves children being enslaved, separated from their families, exposed to serious hazards
and illnesses and/or left to fend for themselves on the streets of large cities — often at a very early age. Not all work done by
children should be classified as child labour and targeted for elimination. Children’s participation in work which does not
negatively affect their health and personal development or interfere with their schooling is generally regarded as contributing
to the children’s development and the welfare of their families.

Although child labour continues to exist in Thailand, local non-governmental and governmental organizations have made
great progress. A small part of this effort has been documented by the photojournalists and published in this book in
recognition of their contributions and as an inspiration for society to participate in future actions.
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Migrant community, Nakhon Si Thammarat province (April 2014)
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Fish pier community, Samut Prakarn province (May 2014)
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viiSes9am . ey &sa1 (n.n. 57) Songkhla Pier, Songkhla province (July, 2014)

nviFaul ANVATULINUUAN i AnR NN At the pier, small children follow their parents to work. While some
play together near a shelter, this little boy sits watching his mother
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Story and photos by Supamok Silarak ~ =

vinsassuan 0. Way s9uan (n.a. 57) Songkhla Pier, Songkhla province (July, 2014)
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The mother leaves the work in front of her and walks to wipe her son’s running nose.




with fishing boats. I follow a staff member of the Planned Parenthood

Association of Thailand (PPAT) along a wooden path leading to a
Cambodian migrant workers’ community nearby. A few children run to greet
us, and lead us into one of the shelters. It was only last year that PPAT came
here to encourage these children to go to their learning center on the main road,
and now the center has over 20 kids in their care from morning to noon every
weekday.

PPAT’s over 15 years of experience promoting reproductive health and
well-being for families in southern Thailand was adapted to child labour
prevention and protection work. The program, supported by the International
Labour Organization (ILO), runs in Songkhla and Nakhon Si Thammarat
provinces, where both Thai and migrant fishing communities are located along
the coast. Due to economic problems and problems accessing education,
children of these communities seek jobs in fishery-related businesses. Coastal

3 fishy smell fills the air over Songkhla Pier. The place is busy and crowded

areas from Ranod to Pak Panung districts have been made into shrimp farms. In
harvesting season, kids were found to be sitting on the side of the superhighway
sorting shrimps into piles of different sizes.

I stand watching children running in and out the hall of Ban Plai Sai
sub-district hospital in Nakhon Si Thammarat. In the shrimp season, these very
same kids might have been on the road, but today they are shouting excitedly
about how they will call more friends to join PPAT’s child’s rights and health
education activity. Meanwhile, not far away, their mothers are busy drying sea
mullets under the sun, an income generation program supported by PPAT.

“Cambodian children had problems accessing schools, so we opened a
learning center to serve their needs. But the factors that push Thai kids to child
labor are mostly economic, so we tend to promote economic opportunities and
child’s rights education,” explained a PPAT staff member. “Our mobile health
service is also one of the monitoring mechanisms. We receive information
during these visits. Recently we were told that an eighth-grade student quit
school to work on a fishing boat, which was definitely too dangerous for a youth
worker. So we went to explain this to his parents”

Before PPAT’s project started, child labour had not been recognized as a
problem in the area. Therefore the organization had to introduce their project
and aims with a series of seminars and discussions among local entrepreneurs
and authorities. In order to ensure the sustainability of the work, a local
multi-disciplinary working group was established as the main monitoring and
protection mechanism against the use of child labour.

“We have done so little, considering how big the problem is” These words
from the PPAT staff echo in my head. A few mudskippers skip around a landed
fishing boat on the beach. Children run around the trawl nets drying nearby.
Child laborers may not have such a joyful childhood as this.

PPAT was established in
1970. The organization
works to promote
reproductive health,
maternal and infant health,
HIV/AIDS prevention and
life quality development in
disadvantaged communities
all around Thailand, with
no discrimination against
nationality, ethnicity or
religion.
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Songkhla Pier’s success relies on its Cambodian workforce. Many of them bring along their small children.
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A Cambodian migrant community near Songkhla
Pier. This was one of the first communities that
PPAT contacted to encourage the children to go
to their learning center.
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guﬁmsﬁmuﬁmaamﬂ. @.18819 8.1089 8981 (n.0. 57) PPAT Learning Center, Songkhla province (July 2014)
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PPAT Learning Center, Songkhla province (July 2014)
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Roza, a Cambodian Muslim girl,
writes the English alphabet on the
board for smaller kids in the
center to read. The girl was one
of the six students of the first
batch of this learning center for
whom PPAT coordinated
entrance to a state school.
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The mobile health service team,
a collaboration between PPAT
and Ranod hospital, visits
vulnerable communities with
economic problems. Many of
the villagers here have high
blood pressure due to lack of
proper rest and improper diet.
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chance for PPAT staff members to provide information
about child labour to villagers.
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fudanang 0.0 nwis waseasIsNnT (n.a.57)
Plai Sai Village, Nakhon Si Thammarat province (July 2014)
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The monsoon hasn'’t arrived but the
fishermen here find there is less sea
life to be caught. Family members
therefore have to get odd jobs to
provide enough food. Some women

process seafood to sell in the tourist
area nearby.
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When her injuries from an accident
stopped her from working, her
teenage son had to quit school and
get a job to feed the family. Now the
woman (left) can join the village
women'’s group to dry sea mullets.
PPAT expects that the sale of the
dried fish will provide additional
income for poor families.



u’]fj'\‘i 8.4 nWHS wATAIBIINIIT (N.9. 57) Shrimp farm, Nakhon Si Thammarat province (July 2014)
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One of the few shrimp farms that are still running. Many have stopped
due to a disease outbreak last year. Shrimp from these farms need
a large amount of labour for sorting and peeling.
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Rak Thai Foundation’s mobile classroom: a boy proudly shows his painting
to the crowd.

TUTUTEY 2 8. ad gNugind (w.p. 57)

Soi 2 Migrant Community, Surat Thani province (April 2014)
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Everywhere could be
a classroom

Raks Thai Foundation was
established in 1997 as a Thai
successor to CARE
International (Thailand) in
promoting strong
communities and assisting the
disadvantaged via programs
for health promotion,
education, promotion of
business and community
enterprise, natural resource
management and the
environment, and assistance
and rehabilitation of victims
of natural disasters.

Story and photos by Aphiluck Puangkaew

towards the source and found a classroom in the middle of a fishing community.
A young girl was sitting there smiling. Her eyes stared right at the teacher.
“I'm in Grade 4. I love studying. Now I can speak Thai, Burmese and Mon,” the
12-year-old girl told me in Thai.
The girl looked over my shoulder as if she was looking for someone she was about to

T he sound of children chanting the Thai alphabet always makes me smile. I walked

mention. “But my friends who were running around here just now don’t go to school. Their
families need them to work”

The girl is one of over 30 students of Raks Thai Foundation’s Learning Center, or ‘the
school as it is called by the kids. With support from the International Labour Organization
(ILO) and the Ministry of Education, teachers take turns to teach Thai, Burmese, English
and life skill subjects to migrant children. In fishing communities in Nakhon Si Thammarat,
many young children of Burmese migrants help their mothers sort fish and peel shrimps at
the pier, while the older ones, especially boys, get harder jobs such as carrying heavy loads
of fish or ice. Due to their undocumented status, they rarely have a chance for formal
education. Schools are too far away and the children cannot risk being arrested by the police
on the way. Also, many Thai schools are not aware of their responsibility to provide
opportunities without discrimination to all children.

Raks Thai Foundation conducted a Child Labour Prevention Program in Nakhon Si
Thammarat and Surat Thani provinces in southern Thailand. Formal and informal
education were the main focuses, along with legal aid and life quality development. In Surat
Thani, migrant families move around quite often and mobile education seemed to fit best.

In Soi 2 Community mobile classroom, I watched the boys and girls handing in their
paintings titled ‘Mi Ngo wants to go to school’ All 15 of them then took turns to tell the
stories behind their pictures: ones that related to their wishes and dreams. A 12 year-old girl
said loudly, “I came to Thailand last year. Now I have learnt how to read and write both Thai
and English. I will study hard because I want to be a medical doctor when I grow up”

I could not help wishing her the best. A Raks Thai staff member told me that he had
managed to coordinate 14 children from the learning center to join a Thai formal school last
year. So one day the girl will probably get the chance. Each child had a beautiful dream.
Whether they will be allowed to follow their dreams depends on these adults. However, to
be able to dream was probably a good start. I believe it was much better than living a life
seeing no other way except working hard like an adult, despite oness little age and body.
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TUTUUTINUNNUILUNANIT 8. 7U8N WAIAIHIINIT (1.8, 57)
Burmese/Mon migrant worker community, Nakhon Si Thammarat province (April 2014)

aua walde 23 Tiugnidesdasaany wetiuudiuauzyanaia A 23-year-old mother describes the lives of migrant workers from

AnTImetLsNuaInssmansin luuwanUan  gnaadiaaliia Myanmar with a smile. Her child was born in Thailand, like many
- LA A e e oA e o , ” others whose parents decided to start new families here.
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Burmese/Mon migrant worker community, Nakhon Si thammarat province (April 2014)

Migrant families here mostly work in fishery-related businesses.
Fathers and sons go to sea while mothers, daughters and young
children work on the pier. Workers are paid per kilogram of shrimp
they peel, so the whole family tries to help each other to process as
much shrimp as they can.
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Raks Thai staff members explain to children

and their parents about their rights to
access education in Thailand.

TUTULIIUINYIZINANIT 8. 7U8 WATAITIINIT (1.8, 57)
Burmese/Mon migrant worker community, Nakhon Si Thammarat province (April 2014)
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A Raks Thai staff
member teaches a
lesson about physical
organs. She speaks
Thai slowly so that the
migrant kids can learn
while improving their
Thai language skills.
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Raks Thai’s story book, published in Thai,
Burmese and Mon languages.

TUTUUTINUINUILUNANIT 8. 3UN WATAIDHIININT (1.2, 57)
Burmese/Mon migrant worker community, Nakhon Si Thammarat province (April 2014)
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TUTWLTINUIINUTZNANLT 0.9%03 UATAITITNNT (1.8, 57)
Burmese/Mon migrant worker community, Nakhon Si Thammarat province (April 2014)

guﬁmsﬁauﬁﬁ’m%’uLﬁnmmmamaayaﬁ%%’mﬂwal 2. UKD WATAITIINTIT (1N.8. 57)
Raks Thai Foundation’s Learning Center, Nakhon Si Thammarat province (April 2014)
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Painting is one of the kids’ favorite
activities. It helps promote creativity and
concentration.
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At the learning center,
the teacher leads the
children in exercise
before starting the
lesson.



guﬁmsﬁﬂujﬁ'm%uLﬁnmm’ma’umyaﬁﬁmﬂﬂtJ 2.UKON WATAITIINTIT (1N.8. 57)
Raks Thai Foundation’s Learning Center, Nakhon Si Thammarat province (April 2014)
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A boy watches his friend writing down
the names of his family members.
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TUTUUTINUTOL 2 848089 §318735il (10.8. 57) Soi 2 migrant community, Surat Thani province (April 2014)

pa. fvade 7 ‘lIfJ‘]_IﬂuuL‘]Ju@ﬂﬂNWN’] Hany m‘mwﬂu‘luﬂuﬂm? This 7-year-old Burmese-Mon boy speaks three languages

Seuimenaifinyinasusfoeuuna yndutiamanensing fluently: Thai, Burmese and Mon. He has been coming to
the center since pre-school age.
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UAULIIIUTaY 2 8.la9 §Egscil (.8, 57) Soi 2 migrant community, Surat Thani (April 2014)
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mnmu‘luqmuuﬁ\muﬂmqLung@wgiﬁm ANUUNALNIU These Burmese, Laotian and Cambodian teenagers enjoy their free time

AaE AU N MU IANAUANGNY WAAZARNIAN AN EURY after a long day of work on a construction site. Coming from different
countries, they share the same fate: none of them had the chance to go
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TNTURITIUTBY 2 a.1d84 qswwgig‘mﬁ (Lu.8. 57) Soi 2 migrant community, Surat Thani province (April 2014)
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Children wait for Raks Thai’s mobile classroom to start.
Adults in the community usually come by to watch the

activities enthusiastically as well.



TUTUUTINUTOD 2 84809 gu)Iinil (.o, 57)
Soi 2 migrant community, Surat Thani province (April 2014)
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from home. She has small children
who still need lots of hugs and care.
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This girl used to be in school in
Myanmar. After moving to Thailand
four years ago, she had no idea how
she could continue her education.
The 12-year-old girl now helps her
family nip off chili stalks at home. She
would like to go to school again if
possible.
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TssSouaynawdiion a.flas aynianas  (w.n. 57) Samut Maneerat school, Samut Sakom province (May 2014)

o 1 o =3 < v a 1
ananadAsnanTnve fudninsuazsindiuani luane Young Thai volunteers with migrant and Thai children in
| Need Care 1993aTiB1ATRNAUATHANINIWTIFLIN the 10th ‘| NEED CARE' camp, organized by LPN and ILO.
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Story and photos by Aphiluck Puangkaew

Grade 4 at Wat Sirimongkol School. I love drawing and I
want to be an artist,” said the boy in front of over a hundred
children gathered in Samut Maneerat School’s hall.

In May 2014, I participated in the 10th I NEED CARE camp in
Samut Sakorn province. The two-day activity, organized by the Labour
Rights Promotion Network Foundation (LPN) and the International
Labour Organization (ILO), was one of the LPN’s informal educational
activities that promote life skills and child’s rights. The children and
youth camp did not only aim to provide knowledge and skills that could
help reduce a child’s risk of being exploited in child labour, but it also
promoted friendship between the children and adults of different
nationalities.

The fishery industry in Samut Sakorn province relies on its
workforce of migrants, mostly from Myanmar. Some of them come to
Thailand with their families while others start new families here.

The children, regardless of where they were born, are under Thailand’s
protection and are entitled to educational rights. However, these rights
are not accessible to everyone.

A number of migrant children participating in I NEED CARE
camp used to get educational opportunities in the LPN’s learning center
before continuing in the primary levels of government schools. Some
teens chose to join a Sunday classroom program, which was a cooperation
between the NGO and the Informal Education Department. Working for
the rights of migrant workers in Samut Sakorn, Samut Prakarn and
Ratchaburi provinces, LPN was well aware of the fact that the negative
attitudes of Thai people and authorities played a big role in discrimination
against and exploitation of migrant children. Thus, the organization
directs its efforts towards promoting good relations between migrant
children and Thai society.

A female camp volunteer related to me how she was glad to be part
of the activity and said, “It’s a pity many people see these kids as a burden.
In fact I see them as the future diplomats promoting relations between
Thailand and the neighboring countries”

(€ ¢ D 1 y name is Say Huna. I am 11 years old. I am studying in

I Need Care

Labour Right Promotion Network
Foundation was established in 2004 in
Samut Sakorn province in order to provide
social work assistance, legal aid, human
trafficking prevention and protection,
educational rights support for migrant
children and policy advocacy.
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lsaGpusynaudiiod a.les aynianas  (W.A. 57) Samut Maneerat School, Samut Sakorn province (May 2014)

AanssuBauiinuyann aXeduiussendnafnseuausnemuTnR  Life skill activities connect around 140 children of different nationalities
3131 140 TIH AUNUNANIRNAAsTATTNY Ine from different communities with young Thai volunteers.
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° A & o A ) 4y Thai and migrant children decide who will
wiaueaNAnWiuai ey niseenllBusienti .

¢ present the summary of their group

WerndnFearaandaanunauaziulaneannig discussions in front of the big crowd.

lasSouaynawdiioil a.flos aynsaas  (W.A. 57) Samut Maneerat School, Samut Sakorn province (May 2014)




lssGouaynindiioi a.1flos aynsanas  (W.A. 57) Samut Maneerat School, Samut Sakorn province (May 2014)
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These Thai students applied to join the camp facilitating team.
The experience allows them to understand migrant and
disadvantaged Thai children much better.
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lasSouaynaudiiod a.flas saynsmas  (W.A. 57) Samut Maneerat School, Samut Sakorn province (May 2014)
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A young Burmese boy draws a picture next to A young boy smiles shyly while he tries to tell

his Thai friend. a story from his picture.



lasSouaynawdiioi o.iflos ayniaas  (W.A. 57) Samut Maneerat School, Samut Sakorn province (May 2014)
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“l want to be an artist,” says 11-year-old Say Huna.
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lasSouaynindiio a.uflas aynssas  (w.A. 57) Samut Maneerat School, Samut Sakorn province (May 2014)
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Volunteers organize children in a queue for lunch.

B
— ~l (’_‘/ L
g e X e
@ - .



nﬂl “d v k7 [} 9 A 1
B TLIEUY il BEYINT ABIANINENY Learning, understanding and living together was the

. & -
289ANE | Need Care 0N wanHasinla motto of the camp. These children volunteered to wash
furafluanaradnsdnsanulfinau dishes for their friends.

lasSouaynindiiod a.flos aynssnas  (W.A. 57) Samut Maneerat School, Samut Sakorn province (May 2014)
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Iidﬁf;l%ﬁ&lqﬂi&ltﬁ%’ﬂﬁ a.1ilag JYNIFAT  (W.A. 57) Samut Maneerat School, Samut Sakorn province (May 2014)
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TssSousynindiio a.flos aynsanas  (W.A. 57) Samut Maneerat School, Samut Sakorn province (May 2014)
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Smiles communicate better than words, especially
between children of different nationalities.
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TUTUREN UL a.1484 §yNn31UaM3 (W.a. 57) Fish pier community, Samut Prakarn province (May 2014)
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Little boys and the colorful space
created just for them.




ynstsnie e uenzLa
uldsuannyniRam i nyatfinaniswmunan Wrhldougumussiuann
dszmeansinlndazniuilan inuinaanzuizasdainagntiuduauimielinens wseanun
= [ o IS ¥ o A o 4 ' s L7l P [N I3 ' '
Hdaunnegiuiuaseuminlnefiunededanisiin i winnauAtAnldanensiesiuingey inmuian
U =3 o ! dldl v a @ o o 3 £ dl
91 wndejunaneruiil weany i 156 Uiazeenllvinauniulssnu veeldvinauiunngammne
a [ 1 ¥ dl 1 o o IS v 1 ' dl =2 dl
waneAuRANHEud i wdsnuiiwinuntnuasiseldn  wuewdn WeyndaEesuuaze
v v @ = Aa o o v o vyt Ay o =
16 dufinesviunasmninsdszniaannumdauarannudu aazediuanuiand lduiueuueg ui
nsnazeInne. Aan9UnilesAuATRANLALNIRINWIAN TIWaNaINARNURELIAUN TR
AUINVNMTIG AATHAVENINNIANEY aFaunsninlugTuuazn st vaaLinIAIsanIsgn
Tussnuuds yatsuduimihnaeaisiumisenunieipitendnduulauawazngunneinaadedly
NIANATENAN  HNAANIWIY 4 guruissudsT A luagmslsnis uazdn 3 guauluaymsains
nsednlaanmanuiusgreussnuuaranuseufudsunadaunianianin feduiugiu
dmunenegruuunisinauiuguaulilinsat Aaiu wenainnisdnianssuuaztszauausing o
Y X A P Ay o A A = A 0 o a
W nsasiuniBandauguTuieainsanuliide e laaaduded Ayt
Tuaynstlsnsliieausaziusanuandssmeansdawindiy windefiaafuyauazneson
gualsunindeisey luandinediesinannd nauwasinyanen Auegsanii aeinymndauninagjsm
Aumuiesdudn o waresninauindeioll wierieululssnusmaielsdde dnlausauivinau
doomy oA . c el oa d e X odda
saddadwmeaiuglug) wsseansnsmadsaaduoyminulunuiniannusieaniaueug
Tnganzluwnumeiimea 6in o) varseuidndinusniufesnmelddeaaenseuni uazinau
winlaeiliamisosiesaayareiuuadnglsd
& d g co v d oo & dooa G AT da Y-
nunaiassAdmiuiangaduiundananssnaesiull seaguunaulszninmiiels neuuiii

au

b

o

wnn IAdn yeaeiuguauussuandssmansin anisetenisdnnisaniuisnitednalanitlidy
dsrla] uardszaunulliidrinauasnudanieseldanuiidwiunisdnnanssuliiunin < uaz
prauaFy lutlw.a. 2563 Tasensidn < AinanausantiedanlazesgumvasFudugsedaau uay
naneluaaudndaminiagilalutlaqiiu ez limeausaslnung iuanse A auuas gua
PildausandiannanuaszmindanisUnilasduasesuaznsimuLinansan
uanwilaainianssudviuguauasniulan una dadlldn “Nunairassdmiusnuuy

4 o & d oy - .
PRBUN” IUTNTURIUEY | inanziuniaiwassddmiuan lfdumesnuimienianin s
ATBLIARNINUTININANAR WIINIIAIAN uaziuN9de  unaneneuaiaANsndlanuyianos
nuiguazienauluiiediy emundsuazielfiinrunszuiniednaninzesnueslunisgosimu

« o Ha o A e s e o Yoo x a
win ) nMssBEninedunszuaunsiurfeunedennindig liun Gauisaniuaisdidny  Wvihnume.
vanfiududn wonanaaudafiazli “Wuna¥nassddviuen” Wulssiduansnsnsiaenesoliley
a1anFnau o e lianynumnuieldiunisguaenlald wee “@nsiinuaz@nsnysenudugng
dJ % d’ a o ¥ o 2 @A £ a o ¥ = o
felFnsnununaziduntiamaniu furesduiurense AretuResiu duselanugruazlaands
Fuiazianiguneniu®

gaﬁ%ﬁamsﬁ'@umﬁnﬁag’d
Fuluilw.a. 2525 Tapdudin
NuEn 4 lassmande
lassmiudasgfialng
WIHLAN ATBLATILALTNTY
Walw MIsaasuFaNIaTY
Wowdin uazlasamainsasiie
2IMINANeIn i taaay
auaIRaNusA IR IE
WWIUMIEsLUUEIuN
Lﬁamsﬂﬂﬁaﬁmmama:
Walwdn nssemsiely
faudanu anudila
feanwaszninlunsuniles
AuaTaILAzNAUWILAN N3

nanawliinaulauisngnang

ﬂnﬂaaﬁmmaum:ﬁwmlﬁﬂ




Creative Space for Chi

Story and photos by Duean Wonsa

Foundation for Child Development (FCD) to follow them into a migrant community

close to a fishing pier. An ethnic Karen boy led us to visit families in the shelters.
Although most employers arrange workers’ accommodation free of charge, other living
expenses are quite significant. The boy told me that most teenage boys leave the place to
go and work in factories, while girls head to Bangkok for domestic work, which is said to
be light work with good income. When mentioning income, I saw the boy’s eyes glittering
with excitement under the shadow of uncertainties.

FCD’s missions are child protection and promoting child development. Apart from
life quality development, life skills training, promoting educational rights, raising com-
munity awareness towards child rights and providing assistance to vulnerable children, the
organization also advocates for better child protection policies and laws. Altogether, FCD
works in seven communities in Samut Prakarn and Samut Sakorn provinces. Understanding
the migrant workers’ way of life and environment was central to supporting a good work
plan. Therefore, community visits and trust building exercises were important tasks for all
staff members.

Migrant workers in Samut Prakarn come not only from Myanmar but also
Cambodia. Cambodian workers rent small rooms together and get odd jobs or factory
work. Some, including children, work in rice mills. Child labour practices are found in labour
intensive areas, especially in coastal provinces.

The Creative Space for Children, which hosted FCD’s activity for the day, is on a
half-acre of vacant land. FCD consulted with the migrant community nearby about how
to improve the space for the benefit of the community, and requested permission from the
fishing pier to use the land for children and their families. The small project, which started
in 2010, was successful. Not only did migrant children have a space of their own, but the
community also became more aware than before of child protection and development issues.

As well as the space near the fishing pier, FCD also organized a ‘Mobile Creative
Space for Children’ for other migrant communities. The project not only provides a
physical space, but also a social, ideological and awareness-raising space. The team told
me that they expected their ‘Creative Space for Children’ to encourage public advocacy and
expand to other areas, so that all children are thought of and taken care of, because child’s
rights are human rights.

I n Samut Prakarn, a coastal province, I was given an opportunity by the staff of the
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Foundation for Child
Development was
established in 1982. The
main objective of the
organization is to foster
the overall

development of

children in body, mind,
and spirit via a food
assistance program, child
workers/labour program,
community and family
development program
and media for children
program.
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guidunmiiaidinuazasauaia Munouuna. a.las aynstnms (we. 57)
FCD office, Samut Prakarn province (May 2014)

BTNNNNA. AT G AT ATNFTENAANANT TN FCD team prepares for the activity to be held on the

a’i’wm‘@ﬁﬁﬁﬁuLﬁnfﬁ’]&muﬁiﬁul,mimﬁmﬁ WANNLAN Creative Space for Children near the fishing pier. The topic o = -.t
o X 14155 v @ a o of the day was the diseases that come with the rain and :#
AU ATINURTLL LUAINZUNLAN ° LWAZHLUNATANLIAN their prevention.
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WunaiaaIIddmILAn guruazwulan a.illas aynsains (W.a. 57) Creative Space for Children, Samut Prakarn province (May 2014)

wunivaegnlafuntsdiudaidussuaynd miusnuasiindeunteula This garbage dump area was developed info a
playground for children and a public park for the
community, with local participation in creating, taking
care of and maintaining the area.
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AUNRIWRTIRARILLAN TUTUEZN IR a.1dlag §yn3U3IN3 (W.A. 57) Creative Space for Children, Samut Prakarn province (May 2014)

urhnlsanenunadadsngunndszansuaanipandiuen o wazanating Sub-district hospital staff come to teach the children
' ' i e o < ut di that come with the rain.
Faganuideanisaiuniun gy sunansguaasiiesiunuies about diseases that come e
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WUNFIFIIAHNIVLAN FUTUSEWIRLAT 0.1009 YN (W.A. 57)
Creative Space for Children, Samut Prakarn province (May 2014)
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Children and their parents

show interest in the lesson
about how to wash their hands

properly.
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A quiz session provides an
exciting moment for everyone.
The children and their
parents hope to give correct

answers in order to get
prizes for fun.
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fzwnilan a.ilad §yn3Un13 (W.a. 57) Fishing pier, Samut Prakarn province (May 2014)
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In the afternoon, the pier that is so busy every morning is
almost empty. Most of the work is done. Only some workers
remain, sorting and cleaning fish and squid.



Fzwnilan a.ilag §yn3UsIns (W.A. 57) Fishing pier, Samut Prakarn province (May 2014)

ALY 3-4 ALARLENLAZANUANMANEENANEINANARN SUTTANT e Te Workers sort squid into different sizes. A teenage boy

fuauniidsisAntamuiinadnesicla wianlddauiloudaiulilvineausie concentrates on his task. Seeing how fast his hands were,

, L o .2 o X o~ | could guess he has a long experience of working here.
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’gu‘ﬂutﬂ‘s&mﬁ'ﬂ a.1d84 syn31/31m3 (8.8, 57) Prem Ruethai Community, Samut Prakarn province (June 2014)
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FCD staff members understand that in order to

gain the trust of communities, they have to be
friendly, humble and stable.



TuTwiNn1E 8.18089 ayN3UIIMT (8.8 57) Prem Ruethai Community, Samut Prakarn province (June 2014)

WinuuiNymsaande 17 el aansauRansuituiiaiassfaammna.ide
2 dilanvinew wranthuwinleswsunimneliquirenseunic uwindulseay
giRwRuziuduundIaas gnatenIugAAUIILLN AR LRLNALKNARNTIY
wdhiiume WnanusennmmsazBantiuauetaadinsiiesiauiamali
pNdaemae Inganizdunisineneuiauaznsdne@ngsiig o

This 17-year-old Cambodian boy participated in
FCD’s activity two weeks ago. He left home hoping
to feed his family but had an accident at the rice
mill. FCD'’s staff member asks for details via an
interpreter and plans to provide both legal and
social assistance.
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WUNESNIFTIRAATULAN TUTUEZWIUUM .1ila9 &yNTUTINT (W.A. 57) Creative Space for Children, Samut Prakarn province (May 2014)

wndeaaapdsanfaudianauldsyldvg wadeaniauanijudadu Two children run to enjoy their space under a big tree.
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WUNFIFEIIAHINIVLAN TUTUREWIRLA 8.11109 aYNIUIIM3 (W.A. 57)
Creative Space for Children, Samut Prakarn province (May 2014)
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A young mother carries her baby to join the activity
in the Creative Space for Children. After spending
her childhood working, now she wishes for a
brighter future for her child. Her wishes and dreams
are reflected in the eyes of her baby.



anuausss i andtanialiidiFaululscaulne Migrant students wait to share their experiences
ndssenramendszaunisalliung ajaanela5uds with the Thai audience in the conference room.

Immw‘ﬁuﬁ W3A NJNNY (k0.8. 57) Century Park Hotel, Bangkok (April 2014)
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I‘NLLmLS‘Eug% wisa NFNWY (4.0, 57) Century Park Hotel, Bangkok (April 2014)
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Maurizio Bussi, the acting director of the ILO Country Office for
Thailand, Cambodia and Lao PDR suggested that Thailand’s
ratification of the ILO Convention No.182 concerning the Worst Forms
of Child Labour has led to a better cooperation between the
government, businesses and international organizations.




or the Changes

Story and photos by Aphiluck Puangkaew

or two whole days I have been watching over 200 adults discussing ways to

eradicate the use of child labour. They were senior officers and representatives of

government agencies, the private sector, labour associations, NGOs and the media.
The National Policy Forum on protecting Thai and migrant children from child labour
in the shrimp and seafood industries was conducted as part of the
ILO-IPEC Project ‘Combating the Worst Forms of Child Labour in Shrimp and Seafood
Processing Areas in Thailand’ and organized in partnership with National Council for
Child and Youth Development (NCYD), the Ministry of Labour and the International
Labour Organization.

The use of child laborers under 15 years of age is a violation of the labour law,
while a child worker of 15-18 years old should be protected so that that he or she works
in conditions proper to his or her age and development. Child labour problems have
become more complicated as they are linked with the lack of access faced by migrant
children to the right to legal status, the right to education, and other government services.
Child labour is also linked to criminal problems such as human trafficking, child smuggling,
and the use of children in illicit businesses. It was reported that children, especially
migrant children, were hired to work in the shrimp and seafood industry, as well as textiles,
sugarcane farms and pornography. Therefore, all adults here had responsibility to
protect all these children.

NCYD works with its network and alliances in both public and private sectors
National Council for Child and

Youth Development (NCYD)
was established in 1984. Its
status as a coordinating center of

and international organizations to advocate for child protection policy. Information
regarding practices on the ground is used as a basis for consultations and campaigns.
The forum suggested that one of the effective ways to create change was to improve

migrant children’s legal statuses and promote their educational rights. A child labour
non-governmental

organizations that work for
children and youth in Thailand
was officially approved by the

database, which could be used as a monitoring system, was also recommended.
A good policy must be practical. The practical policy can be realized only when
the adults see all the children as their own.

cabinet.
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INLL?&IL‘E%@% wisa NFNWY (4u.8. 57) Century Park Hotel, Bangkok (April 2014)
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The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Labour
gave an interview to the media, saying that most
child laborers are migrant children who have
problems accessing their educational rights.
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Small groups discuss policies
to eradicate child labour
exploitation, which include
different aspects such as
education, social protection,
social services, legal status
and career development.
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A group’s representative
presents the idea for a policy
to eradicate the use of child
labour.
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Tasusnidugs wisa ngamnwe (1.p. 57) Century Park Hotel, Bangkok (April 2014)
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A law-enforcement officer studies information relating
to child labour in front of the conference room.
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T,sauim%uﬁ W30 NNWY (Wu.8. 57) Century Park Hotel, Bangkok (April 2014)

win 7 gnianuuss i smanil Wil ludnsnemfauew These migrant students came to share their dreams and
alnnenistaniadndansinen lussuuaeding Sutnanan1dan experiences with the Thai audience whom they expected could

. . , . oo . bring positive changes to their lives.
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TUTUUIINUINUIHUNANIT 8. U UAIAIDTINTT (L8, 57)
Burmese/Mon migrant worker community, Nakhon Si Thammart province (April 2014)
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25/17-18 uvdeiileanas n.awnsnd g ueniiunen

2.1583 2439413 74000

Labour Rights Promotion Network Foundation

25/17-18 Mahachai Muengthong, Sahakorn Rd., Bangyaphrak, Mueng,
Samut Sakorn 74000

Tel : 6634-434-726, 6686-163-1390, 6684-121-1609

E-mail : LPN-thailand@hotmail.com

www.Ipnfoundation.com

ANANNLHUATALASILUILTEINALNE
TunszagldudannanszAsundunsusnsggudl

8 #.3N1ANAR 44 0.3N19A5NAR AR ABANS NNIN.10900
8 Vibhavadi-rangsit 44, Ladyao, Chatuchak, Bkk 10900

The Planned Parenthood Association of Thailand Under
the Patronage of H.R.H. Princess Mother

Tel : 662-941-2320, Fax : 662-561-5130

E-mail : info@ppat.or.th

www.ppat.or.th

amasAmsWauaAnuazigtwlunsss gl dudannanss
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618/1 n.HandnNyd 1A N, 10400

National Council for Child and Youth Development under
the Royal Patronage of H.R.H Princess Mahachakri Sirindhorn
618/1 Nikhom Makasan Rd., Rajadevi, Bkk 10400

Tel : 662-255-9922, 651-7033, Fax : 0-2254-7219

E-mail : info@ncyd.org, ncyd2004@yahoo.com

www.dordek.org

gaﬁ“ﬁl.ﬁ'amsﬁ'sumlﬁn

143/109-111 wftiuThundainn 9. 5gass0Rs

0. UsNe U aguaNiung unananias Nvx.10700
Foundation for Child Development

143/109-111 Pinklao Pattana, Soi Wat Suwankhiri,

Barom Ratchonnanee Rd., Bkk 10700

Tel : 662-433-6292, 435-5281, 884-6603 # 0, Fax : 662-435-5281

www.iamchild.org

yalgsnelng

185 9.1/3xATmE 6 ansaulu weyaln ngamne 10400
Raks Thai Foundation

185 Soi Pradipat 6, Samsennai, Phayatai, Bkk 10400

Tel : 662-265-6888

Fax : 662-271-4467

E-mail : info@raksthai.org

Website : www.raksthai.org

yailaiauliwsuuny

191/2 Wy 1 AMUBIAE B.1NAY AT U 50230
Friends Without Borders Foundation

191/2 Mu 1, Nong Kwai, Hang Dong, Chiang Mai 50230
E-mail : bordervoices2010@gmail.com

www.friends-without-borders.org

AIANNTHIINUTTUINUsZINA
AunnuusanussuislssmaAlseanaynimaldenzuaan
BIANTANLTTTINTNR DUUTITANTUUBN NPUNNY 10200
International Labour Organization (ILO)

UN Building, Rachadamnoen Nok Rd., Bkk 10200

Tel : 662-288-1234, Fax : 662-288-3062

E-mail : SRO-BKK@ilo.org

www.ilo.org/asia
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