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The historical trend is unmistakably positive

Development of social protection programmes anchored in national legislation by policy area,
pre-1900 to 2020 (percentage of countries)
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Advancing social justice, promoting decent work
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Many countries have arrived
at a crossroads: now is the
time to pursue a "high-road"
strategy towards universal
social protection.

Strengthening social
protection systems
requires:

Universal
coverage

t{lectlng social o
ection systems s

benefit levels
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A comprehensive
Underinvestment range of benefits

Sustainably

Austerity and undue fiscal financed systems

consolidation

Minimal benefits insufficient Provision that

to ensure a dignified life is rights-based
and inclusive

Weak coordination with

labour market, employment Adaptation to

and other relevant policies developments in
the world of work

Persistent large coverage

gaps in social protection
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Overview of effective coverage
across the lifecycle (SDG 1.3)

of the global population are
effectively covered by at
least one social protection
benefit (SDG 1.3)
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