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Extract from the RIPESS Global Vision 2015 declaration:

“The Social Solidarity Economy is an alternative to capitalism and other
authoritarian, state- dominated economic systems. In SSE ordinary people
play an active role in shaping all of the dimensions of human life: economic,
social, cultural, political, and environmental. SSE exists in all sectors of the
economy production, finance, distribution, exchange, consumption and
governance. It also aims to transform the social and economic system that
includes public, private and third sectors. SSE is not only about the poor,
but strives to overcome inequalities, which includes all classes of society.
SSE has the ability to take the best practices that exist in our present
system (such as efficiency, use of technology and knowledge) and
transform them to serve the welfare of the community based on different
values and goals.

(...) SSE seeks systemic transformation that goes beyond superficial
change in which the root oppressive structures and fundamental issues
remain intact (...)”
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SSE seeks systemic transformation that goes
beyond superficial change in which the root

oppressive structures and fundamental issues
remain intact.
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The international development community recognizes the need to rethink
development. Business-as-usual has not prevented the recent financial and
food crises, climate change, persistent poverty and rising inequality. In the
context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, we need to
consider Social and Solidarity Economy (SSE) as an important pathway to

transforming the world for the better. UNTFSSE R AN—S 10

UNTFSSE (E#ESSEX X7 74—RX) IZLBATE

What Is the Social and Solidarity Economy?

Social and Solidarity Ecanomy (SSE) encompasses
arganizations and enterprises that

1) have explicit aconamic and soclal (and often
environmental) objectives,

2) involve varying degrees and forms of coogerative,
associative and soldavity ralations Detween workers,
producers and consumers,

3) practice workplace democracy and self- management

SSE includes traditional forme of cooperatives and mutual

associations, a5 well as women's self-help groups,

community forestry groups, social provisioning

organizations or ‘proximity services', fair trade organizations, sssociations of informal sector workers,
social entevprises, and community cuwrrency and alternative finance schemes
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24.  Another alternative model of growth. aimed at finding a new balance between
economic efficiency and social and environmental resilience. is the social and
solidarity economy.’' The social and solidarity economy refers to enterprises and
organizations, in particular cooperatives, mutual benefit societies. associations,
foundations and social enterprises. that pursue economic and social solidarity through
the production of goods, services and knowledge. By empowering individuals
through greater control over decision-making processes and resources, the social and
solidarity economy fosters economic dynamism, social and environmental protection
and sociopolitical empowerment.
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UN Secretary General’s Report on “Socially just transition towards sustainable development: the role
of digital technologies on social development and well-being of all”’(2020.1 1) 18
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Time to change the world
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Cooperativism

Fair and solidarity
trade

Rural producers
Community
organizations
Ecological producers
Agroecology
Mutuals

Solidarity Economy
Networks

Governments (local and
national)

Legislative assemblies
Cooperation agencies

and international NGOs .-

Political parties

Multilateral organizations

United Nations system
Small and micro
enterprises

State public enterprises

Women movements
Indigenous movements)
Unions movements
Progressive popular
movements
Consumers

Urban informal workers
Youth

Peasant movements
and organizations
Local non-profit
associations
Environmentalists
Universities

l\ ‘/
.~ Close alliances,

\ . S - ’ /‘I

Strategical

" relationships \

Spaces to INFLUENCE

Development banks
World trade
organizations
European Union
Interational Monetary
Fund

Mercosur

ASEAN

Source: RIPESS Latin America and Caribbe%%
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