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Questions: HHAZE

Answers: BIZNZ  *JS=lirgen Schwettmann L7 - a2y bI

* Ki=Kentaro ltami  {RF3RAER

Regarding with SSE in academic literature, what kind of facalties, phenomenon and countries are
populer among them?
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The key subjects discussed in the literature are related to the four purposes of the SSE:
economic opportunity, social protection, societal empowerment, and environmental
protection. The majority of publications is from Europe (especially Southern Europe) and from
Latin America, but in recent years the number of articles from other parts of the world is
growing. [JS]

XM THRINTVWIEELRT VI, SSEQ4DDENTHIRFNHE, HIMNEE. 2T o/ 0—
Av b, BHERECHETIIOTYT, HEMEI—0 v/ EISER) £S3TU0T7AVAMLDEDONE
W—AT. EFFOMENSORI LB TVET, [s]

Rana Plaza accident in 2013. Has the number of people engaged in the informal economy in
Southeast Asia decreased compared to 2013? Or is the current situation not getting better?

You said that 90% works in the informal economy, especially in Southeast Asia. | think you know the

Rokin
(NALB)

FEHEDIFMNA LI —TIBFTHLTNTEY . BICHEFOSFICEVTEANEEL L
ES3CETLREA, 20135 T[54 - TS5 BENH o LFITHEMELRBOET, 201358
TR, BET7OT7ISETRA 0 74— BREOHREETAL LELENA? TR ELRRIZR
{HELTIHEVWERAN?

Indeed, in sub-Saharan Africa and parts of South-East Asia close to 90 per cent of the labour
force work in the informal sector.

When | was still at the ILO | had been involved in the ILO reponse to the Rana Plaza tragedy.
Bangladesh has adopted new labour laws, has increased the number of labour inspectors, and
the victims of the building collapse have received a financial compensation. [JS]

YNASLUBEOT7 7Y NPHEEFOTO—HTE, WELFBNDI0WEL NSV T+—T I - £ 2 —TH
WTWET, WIZWV=E, T5F - ISH0ER ~OREITEDb I ERBYET, N T5F>ald
FLOFEHEERAL, PHEBEZHME L. BYREOBREE CESB0mMMATbhE L, [s]

Suppose people who work in informal sector remain informal because it is difficult and costly to
enter the formal sector and informal sector is not protected because if it is informal sector. Could
you erabolate the "bridge" mean of informal and formal economy for protecting informal sector
workers?
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It is correct to assume that many informal economy workers do niot want to join the formal
sector because they do not want to pay taxes. But there are many others who would like to join
but cannot because the barriers to entry are too high. Here, the SSE can serve as a bridge,
because the SSE organization is officially recognized and registered, and therefore belongs to
the formal sector. The informal economy actor can use the the SSE organization to access the
formal sector. [IS]

AT —INBRETEHIALDOEL ., BEELVECBVOTIF—TILEI2—ITAB I ELELE
EZBDEELVTYT, LAL, BT EIZSARENRAL AT, BMLITHTELRLALEEKL
SAVET, COKIEFEICIESSEIFRHFIBICRYBEIDTYT, SSEQEBMMAAKICRT - BRI DHLD
CIF—TNEVE—ICBRTHIELICHYET ., A VI —IBFO KL, SSEOHBETFHATHLT
TH—TNEIE—A~ALANSENTELNTY, [s]

Do you involve householed job as informal job when you "bridge” between informal and formal
work?
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Yes, in terms of statistical definitons, unpaid family members working at the household level are
considered beingn part of the informal economy. This also relates to paid domestic workes, the
majority of whom have no formal employment contract, and therefore are considered informal.

[1s]

FOEBYTY, MHLOEBETIE., RENTTRBTHIREOREIX, 1 v I7+—IULBEEO—HTH
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ARMERATEDT., TOLHA LI+ —TEHGBSATVET, [s]

Thank you very much for your presentation. It was very interesting. | would like to ask you three
questions.

the world, but what kind of change was caused by introducing the term SSE? The same applies to
the SDGs. There are many communities that have been practicing sustainable development even

before the SDGs were proposed, and SDGs was just added "the concept" to the existing methods.
In that case, what is the added value of the SDGs?

there is a certain attitude of reluctance to engage in the informal economy (especially activities
that are not subject to legal agreements) and to shift it to the formal economy. Isn't there a latent
contradiction in this?

3. In rural areas of Japan, the cohesion of local communities tends to decline and collapse due to
depopulation. Although both SSE and SDGs aim for "a world where no one is left behind," the
communities that are able to engage in SSE and SDGs promotion are those that are originally
healthy and vitality to some extent, while those with serious problems find it difficult to do so.

1. Whether it is cooperative economy or community economy, it has a long history in many parts of

2. SSE emphasizes social capital and tries to incorporate a semi-informal community economy. But
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| am using a translation software, so | am not entirely sure that | have fully understand your
question, but let me try:

1. The benefit of introducing a definition of the term SSE lies in the fact that it establishes a
conceptual framework that brings together various forms of enterprises and organizations that

recognize a common set of principles. The advantage of the SDGs is that they are equipped with 1

concrete targets and indicators which makes it possible to measure progress.

2. | do not think there is a contradiction. The informal economy actors remain in the informal,
but by joining an SSE organization (which is part of the formal sector) they can find an entry
point into the formal sector.

3.1 think thre State has an obligation support SSE initiatives in rural areas, because those
initiatives play a developmental role. It is cheaper for the State to support community initiatives
rather than financing its own projects. [JS]
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definition agreed in Johannesburg in 2009, it is missing an environment aspect. Considering the
current pressing issues such as climate crisis and biodiversity loss, wouldn’t it be better to define
SSE as those “prioritizing wellbeing of people and the planet over profit”? Also, the Johannesburg
definition is limited to “enterprises and organizations”, which means that it excludes platforms,
networks, and citizens’ initiatives, and they are not necessarily formalized as an enterprise or
organization. What is your view on a possibility to include environment aspect and platforms,
networks, and initiatives in SSE definition at ILC in June 20227

A question to Mr. Schwettmann: Thank you for your informative presentation! As for the pragmatic

SchwettmannE~ADEM : BHEALTLEVT—2avEHYAES TEWNELE, 2009FED I/
FRITNITTERSNEEANAZRRCOVTIE. BEORENRELTLET . ABETHOE
MEREORRL V- -REORBBEEEERT DL, sSEx TRHELY LAV LHBROREE
BESHED] LOLEBLEANBLDOTEBEVTLESIA?E. ANRKRRTILIT TOEEK
TRELHB SBESATVSEH. TS5V FIT+—LPRY ET—H. HTROA =7 T4
TEBRAShTHET, Chold, BT LELERELHBOL S AKIEShTIEVER A, 2022
FEeADBKXTOSSENERIC. BEEC TSV b I+—L. Y MT—H . A=ZFF1T%E
DHIAREEICODNTEDLIITEEXTLLIN?

Dear Madam/Sir, | totally agree with you. First, the Johannesburg definition not only ignored
the environmental dimension of the SSE, but also its societal dimension (meaning the
empowerment aspect). Secondly, the addition of networks and platforms would be very
welcome. As for the ILC discussion next year, yes, each ILO constituent (government, worker,
employer) can propose amendments to the definition, which will be proposed by the ILO (the
office).  [Js]

HEEOBRICEABLET. £F. ANRRTIVITOEETIE. SSEOBBEHAE T TR . #HRMso
cietal FEIE (TU/8T—A Y PORIEEVSEHR) IRBESATVES, 212, Ry bT—0PT5v b
T+ —LEMZAEICIIARERTY . EEOBEKITOVNTTTA, IOEHBARELE-LDITHLT, IL
ODHEME (BFHE) NERNEBOBELRRETELLICHH>TVET., [1s]

Would not any screening solidarity economy? Since it is organized by community, the most
marginalized or poor might be socially excluded.
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As you pointed out, community(neighborhood) organizations can be extremely introverted in
some cases. They can also become a nest of power structures that create oppression, such as a
boss rules. In Japan, it is difficult to achieve because the number of people who are willing to
engage in solidarity economy is not yet widespread, but in the pioneer countries such as Spain,
standards have been set that must be met in order to continue participating in solidarity
economy networks. | think it is possible for the network to create its own standards or to
establish laws. In this regard, | think it is necessary to create an environment that does not
produce social exclusion under cooperation with the government. [KI]

CHEO LS ICHEAREIBEIC L > TEOTHARISAY FT., . RAXEAEFALILE, IEEE
CENEEDRREAZDIARELHY ET. BRTEHES NEFEF LLTEENICRYBSEVENE
MOoTWERRTIIAVEHERFELLVOTTHN, REBTHIARS VG ETREFRFERY b7 -0
ICBMULBET D L THELTREEELENRESHTOET, HEFRY FT—IRBETHEDI LD, &
EMTELIAFELHYBBIEBVET ., CORTRITREDERLRFICAND L THENBREE
FLVEHEEYABENEBWET . [K]

| suppose social capital and relationship is also related with social status or class. Would it change
this kind of structure through solidarity economy?
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The two are very much interrelated. Social status and class and economic structures are
mutually interrelated, and before your question "the solidarity economy could change these
structures", these structures created many losers of the formal economy, and the solidarity
economy sprouted as a form of resistance. In this sense, reforming the formal economy under
the influences of SSE movement is the way to go. [Ki]

BERAVCEGLTEET, HINBUCRERALEFBEIHERENTLHY ., EFREEELTIS
L-#EE LA PLURIC. S5 LEBEN I —TLBRETOREEEAH L. TOERLE L TEHFEFAN
FEZELVSIBBABYET, COBKRTE, FSICTA—VILBEOFELBLTEELT(ZLE
FETEHHTLELES, (k]

Please, Professor. Itami.

SDGs and achieve it on a national level as well?

Achieving SSE is essential in the workplace and other areas, but is it necessary to connect this to the

SA
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BETTH?

For the SDGs, the United Nations reports annually on detailed national achievements. And SSE
is not just about activities in individual regions. SSE is innovative in that it networks local
activities into an international movement, and it would be desirable to have the opportunity to
measure the actual situation at the country level. However, we should not forget that each
country and region has its own unique challenges and solutions. As Mr. Schwettmann
mentioned about the International Labour Conference (ILC) next year, SSE needs to be defined
in terms of an international consensus. At the same time, it is up to the people themselves to
decide what kind of local economy they want.. As symbolized by the global economy, economic
activities themselves seamlessly connect the local and international communities, and this is
probably one of the difficulties in the task of building the democratic economy that SSE seeks.

[xi]

SDGs[ZD W TId. EENEEHMALERNOEREZEZLR—FLTWET, SSEl. BICEL O TOEFEE
DHE/TOTEHY FEA., HEOFHZERNEHALRY FT—JLSEIRTEFULEOTHY.
PRYBEETORZEHATEDILSUREAABSADIOFLELVERDAET, . B L
CLICBECBRARGEICEAENH I LERNTIELYERA, Yoy FIUVENEEDIC (BEF
WeH) Ichohf&kSI2, SSECIE—EOBEBMIVE VYR ELIEENDETTN, —ATEDELS
HERFELZCONE. ECISEDIAVEEENRHIRELDTEHY ET, FA—/ULBFICRE
Sh3&31c. BEFHEINLOE, B EERHRKE S —LLRICDBVTUNET, SSEASROIEENL
BEOBELVSBHOHLIFIOHYICEHIOTLLS. [kl

When "decision-making process and resources” is mentioned, it is needded law amendment and
political leaders commitment. Is it correct understanding?
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On the one hand, SSE is envisioned as a democratic movement in which people can participate
in decision-making. On the other hand, political leaders, governments, and the international
community are required to provide legal and policy support that will facilitate SSE. There is a
concern that the influence of political leaders, as one of the stakeholders, may be too strong
and destroy the democratic culture. This is a regression to a developmental dictatorship model.
That is why there is a need for a certain international consensus and definition that outlines the
philosophy and direction of SSE.  [KI]

RIFEOEELLBFRLETH. SSElE. —ATAUVENBERREICBETEIREINLENEKL LTEES
NTWET, thA T, SSEERET D & 5 EN - BERNIZBENBCAN Y — ¥ —0TR. ERtRIcROHh
TEVET, RF—IVRLE—DUV LY THIBUEN —F—OEENNETELLT. REMWALEE
FTILLBEEINFT, RREIBHULETLAOBTTT . EASIE., SSEOBZOHAKE AR TRT —
EOEBMAERK. EENROLONATNS, Z3H8EFEX (S0, [k]
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| agree on what you said and | would like to know how 1% or 5% super rich or people who have
power could share your thought? Do you have the roadmap on it?
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| think a concrete roadmap will need to be developed through international networks. As you
pointed out, it is true that there are difficulties for the voices of the movement to reflect to the
wealthy. On the other hand, if we take a long-term perspective, we can understand that an
economic society that continues such huge disparities would not healthy and is contrary to the
sustainability of society. The fact that economic activities are seamlessly connected to local,
national, and international communities is itself a strength for change, but at the same time, it is
a weakness in that it creates a situation where those who are already powerful are
overwhelmed. In other words, they are two sides of the same coin. On the other hand, the idea
of seeking a drastic change like the Great Reset in a short period of time can destroy the
economic ecosystem. As a result, we need to connect the practices of individual leaders and
increase our international influence in a incrementalist manner. Opinions vary on the speed of
SSE, but we should at least try to reach a common understanding among the SSE movement as
to which direction to take, and seek the understanding of others(like wealthy) around us.

[xi]

BHMLEO— Ry TEChh S ERMRY FO—VZBLTERL TV K RERHLShEBLET, O
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I have a question for Professor. Itami: | thought it was interesting that SSE is an alternative to
capitalism. Is is possible for SSE to coexist with capitalism, which believes in continuous GDP

expansion (economic growth)? And what do you think about "economic growth" in the first place?
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| believe that SSE shares a strong belief that it is an alternative to current capitalism and
developmentalism. There are some ideas in SSE that actively seek "de-growth". And also exist
other ideas that seek to reform capitalism into a more ethical system. Some degrowth
advocates try to evaluate "economic growth itself" in a standard of right/wrong, while others
say that "healthy economic growth is a barometer of peace”. What kind of wealthness people
seek is important, but this is not just a matter of mindset. If we are going to advocate degrowth,
we need to have a medium- to long-term vision, and we need to prepare an alternative plan
that can persuade our friends who are suffering from unemployment and poverty, and have a
deliberate discussion to reach a consensus.This is why SSE is not only a global solidarity
movement, but also emphasizes local values. [Ki]
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Professor. Itami, please.

Recently, Bitcoin and other online cryptocurrencies have been mentioned as democratic
currencies, but they are said to be unstable because there are no institutions to back them up.
This makes me think that all democratic currencies will be unstable, how do you think we can deal
with this and lead to SSE?
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| think that cryptocurrency via blockchain technology is an agile place where power does not
intervene. A decentered monetary economy that does not use legal tender for commodity
transactions may remind us of the fact that "the market system itself was originally neutral and
uncentered". On the other hand, the local currency movement is a tool that was born from a
democratic mechanism for creating a society and region through consensus among people. This
is a movement in which the residents themselves consciously try to change the local economy
into a desirable one. The use of a local currency created under a specific vision leads to
resonance with that vision and strengthens trust among users. Blockchain technology itself has
a great potential to create new social movements beyond geographical boundaries. On the
other hand, we should remember that the market mechanism is also the same in that it can
theoretically create a great society. What is important is people's ability to govern their own
society. As long as they are able to govern and manage democratically, | would like to evaluate
them(those technologies) positively. [Ki]
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you both think? Thank you very much.

I have a question for both of you: | think there is an affinity between SSE and basic income, what do

BIZANCHBETT, SSEEA—I VI VALICERAENSHZEBSDTTH. BZARED
LIEBEATLEIN, E5TLBLIBRAVVELET,

As shown in Mr. Schwettmann's diagram, SSE fulfills the function and role of bridging the
informal and formal economies. Programs such as basic income (and negative income tax) are
another form, but | think they are one of the most powerful prescriptions for the challenge of
social exclusion. Basic income is one way to overcome "someone's inability to participate and
engage into society" and achieve social inclusion, but it is also important to note that it is not a
panacea. Social exclusion is not only due to economic (financial) causes. It is a combination of
multiple causes. In order to recognize them and create a society where all people can come and
go freely on bridges, or where everything is connected to the land rather than bridges, | think
that a movement like SSE that finds meaning in the "social aspect of economic activities" is
necessary. [KI]

SchwettmannEDEIZE Hof=k S2. SSEIF. A U T+ —TIEFL I —IBFERBELTLCEWS
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Actually, "seikyo" is branch of the insurance company in one way which | found recently. Thenl,
even these kinfs of activities, they are caught by stronger agencies and economy. What is your
opinion of it?
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1 think you are referring to the mutual aid business"KYOSAI" in Japan. It is true that the
management of large amounts of assets has to be closely related to global financial markets.
This is also true for our pension plans. On the other hand, at SSE, we emphasize the awareness
of our own social existence. Rather than naive criticism of Wall Street as the enemy, it is
important to raise the awareness that we ourselves are also small investors through our
pensions and mutual aid premiums, and to become the agents of socially responsible
investment. Cooperatives are based on the principle of "one member, one vote", regardless of
the amount of investment. All Cooperative business cannot be carried out without the
democratic consent of members. In this sense, each and every member can raise his or her
voice. On the other hand, we have a responsibility to raise our voices and demand that money
be used in a way that does not cause others to suffer. In recent years, ESG investments have
become more widespread, and each of us can encourage improvements in the way we invest
our money, where we put our contributions, and how we seek to invest. In Europe, for example,
the mainstream of ESG investment is under the way of "negative screening” or "divestment,"” in
which companies engaged in child labor or environmentally harmful businesses are excluded
from investment, but | believe that democratic cooperative organizations can be more proactive
in "solidarity through support(investment)," in which they seek to invest in businesses that
improve our society. In this sense, we should closely monitor how our pension and mutual aid
premiums are being invested and raise our voices. We also need to increase the number of
organizations that will change when we raise our voices. This may not be a mainstream, but |
think it is also connected to the SSE movement. [KI]
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I think "cooperative" sometimes becomes political entities background of working for particular

change their mind and attitude?

commercial private sectors. Then, it seems reverse toactual situation that SSE concept. How do you

ww

THEEES] . BEORMEEDI-OICH L TRANLGHEEICRDICLLHIERVET
c 3 BHE. SSENAVET FEFHOKRICAD LS BAMNLET. ES5ThIE. HLDE
BOBEEZEXDLEMNTELNTLESA?

Economic activities have a great impact not only on the economy itself but also on society as a
whole(environmental problem is one of the tipical example). In this sense, economic activities
have political consequences in large scale. Even if it is an organization with democratic decision-
making, if all of its members are only thinking about narrow self-interest, it is far from the SSE
movement. The challenge is how to avoid regional egoism and self-centeredness. It is important
for SSE to be an "international solidarity movement" in order to overcome the narrow view that
only our own economy is good enough. It is also necessary to set up agreed ethical values and
to create definitions. | understand that the discussion on definitions at the ILO General
Conference (ILC) next June is in the midst of a movement in which SSE is trying to overcome the
issues you mentioned. In addition, it is necessary to take seriously the historical fact that
cooperatives have been transformed (temporarily) by being part of the war-time national
regime as well as working for a particlar commercial private companies. [KI]
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I don’t know whom | would ask this question, and it might be out of today’s discussion scope.

I have been wondering how a non-state grievance mechanism, set by the Pillar 3 in the United
Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights’s(Protect, Respect and Remedy”
Framework), can offer to the people marginalized from their state’s juridical system.

Is there any possibility that SSE or other similar organizations can be a centre that offers some form

of non-juridical grievance mechanism or remedy to local rights holders who are victims of some
business actors?
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In Japan, there are many SSE organizations that provide consultation services. One of the
panelists, Ms. Kanematsu's organization works with the labor union RENGO. RENGO provide
labor counseling and her organization provide life-support counseling. It may not be enough,
but SSE provides non-judicial remedies for social victims in every sense of the word. However,
for alienation from the national justice system, there are cases where remedies through vectors
directed to international organizations and NGOs that are better than those directed locally.

[xi]
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I'am confused that "the vales of cooperatives" put self-help and self-responsibility. Mutual-help
could be understandable but | do not understand well on them, Could you explain it?
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Your question refers to the notation in the "values” section of the ICA Identity Statement, which
states that "cooperatives are based on the values of self-help, self-responsibility, democracy,
equality, equity and solidarity," but the subject in this section is "cooperatives". Cooperatives
are mutual aid organizations with a tradition of mutual support. Mutual aid among members is
strongly recognized. Apart from that, the key words "self-help and self-responsibility" in this
section are drawn with a strong awareness of the "capital" of cooperatives. Please understand
that it is used in the nuance that a cooperative organization "operates its business with the
investment of its members," meaning that it is not economically dependent on outside
organizations. [Ki]
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shi- TEBY - BERE] EWSF—T—F&, HFAMEE0 IFRCapital] £RBHLTHEITULET
. BEASHERE THEEOHEASTIOEEXEEETS] LV532aF7VRATHY. BRI RFMIZEK
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Thanks All for the very good presentation, | appreciate your efforts in changing the world way of
working. Looking forward to the presentation for more details.
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In Japan, the SSE movement is still in its starting point. We will continue to hold study sessions
on this theme. We hope that SSE will spread nationwide and globally by learning many leading
practices in Japan and abroad. We look forward to your participation in the next. [Ki]

BATIE. SSEOEBBREELBCOVEENAY TT, BRADETTHEBREH L EITRULEMNS, ssepig
EHf - SHRRCENDLEHFHLT, SBECOT— Y TOETLEN I EHEMBESNIFETT.
FOREUEDL ZSmM<EEL, (K]

When it focus too much on region or localization, | wonder inequality and devide among the region

will widen. How is the good way of collaboration with community level, regional and country level,
international level
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I think the discussion you mentioned is an important point of view. On the other hand, | think
that economic movements at the community level, such as solidarity economy, should
emphasize the uniqueness of each region due to its cultural background. This is also inevitable
from the perspective of democracy. However, the attitude of localizing movements arise in
other countries and regions into our own way also means the fact that we share a big idea."
Think Globally, Act Locally” is a slogan that has been used for half a century, mainly in the
environmental movement, and | think we should rethink this phrase in order to achieve a
sustainable society. In addition to horizontal networks, we naturally need vertical networks.
RIPESS is also based on the principle of subsidiarity. If the SSE network is built in multiple layers
rather than a single layer, | think it will be possible to avoid the difficulties you have asked
about. The role of national and international organizations as collaborators is also essential in
this regard. On the other hand, | would like to add that the bottom-up consensus building
should also be important for our movement. [KI]
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| agree on what Jinguan Wu's point. | think 2nd point seems to related that SSE sometimes be like
contractor of formal economy actor which have enought power. 3rd point, | heard that many of
social welfare policy tern to social responsibility and actually from facility to community but really
actually, household and burden of household worker, mainly women become much increasing.
That is my concern. What do you think? | think 3rd point is more rooted to Japanese caracteristic. |
wonder emerging economy and informal sector relationship in developing countreis as well.
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We must acknowledge the fact that the situation that you are concerned about is occurring,
even if only partially. Through the "designated manager system" and other means, many social
services that have been provided by the government and local governments have been
outsourced to the private sector. Mainly care workers, they are working for lower pay. Many
local governments that provide social services are facing a constant shortage of financial
resources, and the need for cheap labor is a strong incentive to expand private contracting. On
the other hand, the shift from institutionalization to community inclusion does not mean that
we are returning to the model of family caregivers as in the past. 20 years ago, the structural
reform of social welfare system achieved the increase and diversification of service providers
through the shift in welfare philosophy from "measures to contracts". Also, as a trend, women
are becoming more active in the labor force, and the situation of an increase in unpaid work by
housewives and a backlash to patriarchy, as you pointed out, does not seem to have occurred.
While social services have been commodified, the rewards for care workers have remained
peripheral. The COVID-19 situation has once again brought to light the issue of the economic
status of essential workers. | believe that the problem of paid work rather than unpaid work is
the main issue in eldercare. [K1]
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On the contrary, there is the discussion on changing retirement system&extension. Then, later
elderies who needs caretaker for all the time would stay home and other is accerated for working,
maybe in cheaper wage. At the same time, caretakers burden is not seriousely discussed as | put
above. | am wondering if generations who have to work for living could have enough time or
physical strength for community volunteer after that, since current some seniors could and system
is established under such model, | suppose. Do you SSE approach thsese kinds of mindset?
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The unsustainable social security system and the environment for the senior citizens rwho have
to continue working throughout their lives need to be improved. As you pointed out, the
younger senior citizens, who are not of working age but of retirement age, have become the
main actors in comprehensive community care as volunteer work. The "human-oriented
economy" and "decent work," on which SSE is based, require a change in the way of the
working-age population's working style. As Mr. Kanematsu, one of the panelists this time,
mentioned, the importance of third places and social time is the major questions that the SSE
movement poses to Japanese society. We need to break away from the dualistic thinking of
wage labor and leisure / work and home, and build a sustainable system of mutual aid (mutual
support) as | assume our social roles. | have a strong expectations that this mindset will spread
in Japan as SSE progresses.
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Mr. Schwettmann, thank you very much for your answers to my last questions. | have a further
question.

Indeed, | agree with you that State has an obligation support SSE initiatives in rural areas. However,

usually State will set a funding project (ex. Japan's SDGs future city project) for local areas to apply
and those areas been selected will earn the finance support. Therefore my concern is, there are
cost for applying to the project and those areas facing finacial problem and lack of government
staff, which ares are most in need, are difficult to gain the support because of the system. Thus,
contrary to expectations, Whether such programs might instead make the disparities between
areas even greater. And how to design policies to prevent this from happening
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As for the scheme of government support to local governments, | believe that both priority and
equal distribution should be utilized. SSE believes that the role of the government sector would
be based on the principle of subsidiarity. And while having a respect for the model project type
as a political measure, | believe that a scheme in which the government provides support in
areas where resources are relatively scarce in order for local areas to run their own
independent local economies would have a more desirable effect. Civic autonomy and the
promotion of democratic regional development would be centered on civil society. That is the
basic line, and as you pointed out, we must avoid the result of increasing disparties between
areas. [Ki]
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Because of shifting contract such as gig-work, these working style can not be protected by
traditional law and system. How do you amend law and system to provide all for decent work?
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Regarding the issue of the legal system, on the one hand, | think it is a royal road to make
improvements through ordinary efforts that do not create unprotected areas or loopholes and
fill them. At the same time, if there is a working environment that cannot be called decent, it is
necessary not only to Exit(resign) as an individual, but also to ensure that there is a system in
place to reflect opinions for improvement within the organization. It is also important to create
an environment where employees can have more job options. If we can create an environment
in which workers do not have to choose unprotected ways of working by establishing a safety
net for those who leave their jobs (i.e., unemployment) and having systems such as job search
support and job training support in place, then "black companies" will naturally be eliminated.
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Until the early 90's, | think the image of volunteerism as you pointed out was so common. On
the other hand, there are now efforts to separate the issue of compensation from the nature of
volunteer work, such as "paid volunteerism", where volunteerism is not equal with free of
charge, and volunteerism itself has come to be understood in terms of voluntarily motivated
activities. Of course, the gap between the philosophy and the reality still exists today. In the
case of collaboration between the private sector and the community, it is possible to build a
more desirable partnership through "solution-oriented" dialogue as a basic line, based on the
premise that both parties have different cultural backgrounds and objectives. [Ki]
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I think the idea is to avoid cowering of citizens' participation in volunteer activities and
movements by clarifying where the responsibility lies. On the other hand, if you look at it from
the other side, it means that people can participate easily because they are irresponsible. So, in
my opinion, responsibility should be clearly defined. Participation in which people cannot take
responsibility may hinder the maturation of a civil society in the true sense. On the other hand,
responsibility creates cower because we live in a "cold society" where once you fail, you drop
out and cannot come back. | believe that building a "solidarity society," as | mentioned in my
introduction, is a model that is sought after from both sides (responsible actors and mutual
support among people). [Ki]
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In Japan, "volunteer" meaning use as servive by unpaid, not "voluntery activity by own motivation.
How do you keep basic meaning, especially under the private company working with community or
other less labour force community "job"?
26
When mobilizing people as voluntery, how to clarify the place of responsibility when something
occurs?
27
Thank you very much for the wonderful presentation, can you provide E-Certificate for this event?
28
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Since the main purpose of this event was to exchange opinions, we will not be issuing
certificates of attendance. However, it is a good idea and we will consider issuing certificates for
future training events. Thank you. (ILO-Tokyo)
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