TIPS

ON WRITING STORIES

ABOUT CHILDREN

NO SENSATIONALISM PLAN YOUR STORY THE WHOLE TRUTH IMPORTANT AND

Life continues for the child long
after the story and when a

journalist leaves.

Media professionals need to
think about the impact of their
visit and ensure that no negative
consequences are inflicted on
the child as a result of the story.
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Educate yourself on the rights of a
child. This is priority number one
for any journalist covering any
issue relating to children.

Know your ethical boundaries,
relevant and key Fijian laws and
regulations relating to children
before attempting to conduct an
interview or story.

Gather all stories and ensure the
best interest of the child principle
applies to not expose the child to
additional harm or risks.

Gather as much relevant data as
possible about the issue before
making any attempt to interview a
child. Speak to parents, guardians,
carers, social workers and key

stakeholders to obtain information.

The information you gather prior to
the interview will help identify any
triggers or subject matter you
should avoid. Even if you have a
tight deadline, do as much advance
research as possible.

Always get a child's assent as well
as consent from the child’s parents
or caregivers before beginning the
interview.

Don't press the child or the child’s
parents or caregivers to talk if they
are reluctant.

No one must be pressured into
speaking with you. Be prepared to
return, or not return at all.

Approach children with care and
sensitivity. Introduce yourself gently
and explain why you are there to the
child. Show your identification card.

Ask them if they know about the
media outlet where the story will be
published and what may happen
following the publication.

Describe what you are working on
and explain why you want to tell their
story.

Show them work you have done in
the past to help the child appreciate
and understand what it is you do.

Take nonverbal communication
into account. Ask the child to
choose where best you both can sit
before conducting the interview.

Do not stand over the child as this
is intimidating and will not help get
a sound story.

Use child-friendly age appropriate
language.

Never interview a child alone
unless the issue may concern their
parents or caregivers, in which
case, have an adult of the child’s
choice to be present.

Be sure not to re-traumatized the
child by the asking intrusive and
personal questions.

From when the interview is
conducted to when the story is
published, journalists must ensure
that nothing is done at the cost of
the child’s short - and long-term
safety and well-being.

Do not disclose the child's name,
address or elements that may link
and identify the child and put them
at risk.

Confidentiality is key.



