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 Global Picture of Child Labour and Forced 

Labour

 Policy Priorities for Achieving Target 8.7

 Role of Alliance 8.7 and Pathfinder Countries
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Adopted in 2015 by UN: 17 goals, 169 targets to all form of 
poverty in the world. 
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SDG Goal 8
Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth, 

full and productive employment and decent work for 
all 
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Decent WorkDECENT WORK

Decent work sums up the aspirations of people in their working lives

It involves opportunities for work that is productive and 

 delivers a fair income
 security in the workplace
 social protection for families
 better prospects for personal development and social 

integration
 freedom for people to express their concerns, organize and 

participate in the decisions that affect their lives and 
 equality of opportunity and treatment for all women and men
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Take immediate and effective measures

to eradicate forced labour,

end modern slavery and human trafficking

and secure the prohibition and elimination 

of the worst forms of child labour,

including recruitment and use of child soldiers,

and by 2025 end child labour

in all its forms.

T A R G E T  8 . 7
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Target 8.7
Synergies and coherence with all SDGs

Progress on 8.7 contributes to the achievement of other SDGs, such as 

• SDG 1  No Poverty: 1.1 and 1.

• SDG 4 Quality Education: 4.1, 4.3, 4.4 and 4.6

• SDG 5 Gender Equality: 5.2 

• SDG 10 Reduced Inequalities: 10.7

• SDG 16 Peace, Justice and Reliable Institutions: 16.2, 16.7, 16.10

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The SDG agenda is about breaking down silos; target 8.7 cannot be achieved in isolation from other major policy objectives, such as quality education for all, justice and effective institutions, gender equality. 

This graph illustrates the interconnectivity of the SDG agenda. 
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Modern slavery and child labour in 
the world

40 million people are victims of 
modern slavery. This includes: 
- 25 million people in forced

labour 
- 15 million people in forced

marriage

152 million children are in child
labour 
Of which, 73 million are in 
hazardous work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Defined by the nature of the relationship between a person and an “employer” and not by the type of activity performed, however arduous or hazardous the conditions of work may be, nor by its legality or illegality under national law. 
Forced Labour Convention 1930 provides the bedrock of the ILO normative framework and jurisprudence concerning the elimination of forced labour. 
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CHILD LABOUR – Globa l  Est imates  2016
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Child Labour - Global Estimates 2016

68%

32%

Child labour
and
attending
school
Child labour
not
attending
school
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Child labour and school attendance
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www.ilo.org

Child Labour by status in employment
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Child labour and armed conflict
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Child labour by national income
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Sub-Saharan Africa is the only region where child 
labour has increased

• Percentage of children in child labour, 5-17 years age group, 2012-2016, by region
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Stagnation in child labour reduction for the 
youngest children

16


Chart1

		5-11 years		5-11 years		5-11 years

		12-14 years		12-14 years		12-14 years

		15-17 years		15-17 years		15-17 years



2012

2016

Net change

thousands

73072

72585

-487

47381

41887

-5494

47503

37149

-10354



Sheet1

		Column1		2012		2016		Net change

		5-11 years		73,072		72,585		-   487

		12-14 years		47,381		41,887		-   5,494

		15-17 years		47,503		37,149		-   10,354

				To resize chart data range, drag lower right corner of range.
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Asia-Pacific Child Labour: main facts and challenges 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Significant achievements in the fight against child labour in the Asia and Pacific region. The child labour situation in the Asia and pacific region has improved considerably in the 2012 and 2016 period. The global estimates for 2016 indicate that child labour in the region declined by one-fifth from what was estimated for 2012. A similar decline was noted for children in hazardous work, with their numbers dropping by almost 16%. The decline in all likelihood may have been buoyed by economic growth in the Southeast Asian countries, which fed job creation, and improved social protection for the populations are large. However, it is difficult to assess if these improvements are to be inferred across countries or are concentrated in few economies. 



18

Asia-Pacific Child Labour: main facts and 
challenges

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The majority of child labour is to be found in agriculture. Slightly over half of the child labour in the region is to be found in agriculture and associated activities (57.5%). In absolute terms this accounts for almost 36 million child labourers. In agriculture, it is not just the commercial farms that exact child labour and in fact, they are an exception to the rule. The majority of child labour is to be found on family farms with a subsistence orientation and in family enterprises. The remainder in child labour are more or less evenly split between industry (21.4%) and services (21.1%) sectors.
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Asia-Pacific Child Labour: main facts and challenges

Presenter
Presentation Notes

 Even breakdown of child labour among the three age ranges. Child labour in the region seems to be evenly divided among the three age ranges (i.e. 5-11 years, 12-14 years, and 15-17 years), although children in the youngest age bracket still constitute the largest group. The Asia and Pacific region’s share of children in hazardous work fell from 31% in 2008 to 22.5% in 2012. Boys were two times more likely to be found in hazardous work than girls. While there are no possible exceptions for hazardous work – all children must be protected from hazardous child labour – the group of very young Asia and Pacific children facing hazardous work conditions directly endangering their health, safety, and moral development is of special concern. 
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Modern Slavery



21

Asia-Pacific Modern Slavery: main facts and challenges

Presenter
Presentation Notes
According to the global estimates for 2016, the Asia and Pacific region predominates in the number of victims of modern slavery. The region accounted for almost two-thirds of all victims globally with 25 million victims of modern slavery on any given day in 2016. The prevalence rate of 6.1 victims per 1,00 persons, is the second highest among regions (see graph). Again, due to limitations of the methodology and data, these figures are likely to be underestimates. 
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Asia-Pacific Modern Slavery: main facts and challenges
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Asia-Pacific Modern Slavery: main facts and 
challenges

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Around two-thirds (66%) of all victims of modern slavery are victims of forced labour, which for the purposes of the estimates covered three areas: forced labour imposed by private actors; forced sexual exploitation; and State-imposed forced labour. Women and girls account for over two-thirds of those in forced labour. The prevalence of forced marriage is noted to be the second highest among global estimates, and contains more than half (55%) of the victims of forced marriage worldwide. 
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Asia-Pacific Modern Slavery: main facts and challenges

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Many forced labour victims were in situations of debt bondage. Debt bondage is defined for the estimates as being forced to work to repay a debt and not being able to leave, or being forced to work and not being able to leave because of a debt. Over half (55%) of all victims of forced labour imposed by private actors in the Asia and Pacific region were in debt bondage. The share was especially high among those forced to work in agriculture, domestic work, or manufacturing as well as among those migrating to the Arab Gulf States. It is likely that these figures reflect a mix of cases of both traditional forms of bonded labour and newer forms of debt bondage where recruitment fees and agency charges become the debt that binds.

The prevalence of modern slavery was much higher in women. There were 10.7 female victims per 1,000 compared to 4.4 male victims per 1,000. This overall gender gap masked an even larger gap between males and females in forced marriage (see top graph)l females were more than six times more likely to be in a forced marriage. The prevalence of forced labour, by contrast, was slightly higher among males. There were also large gender-based differences in the means of coercion in forced labour; sexual violence, for example, was limited almost exclusively to female victims. 
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Policy priorities on the road to 2025 and 2030

• Ending child labour and modern slavery
requires a coming together of efforts,
addressing a wide spectrum of issues –
economic, social, cultural, and legal – that
contribute to vulnerability and enable
abuses.
• Given that different situations require
purposely targeted policies, there can be no
one-size-fits-all solutions;
• Responses need to be adapted to the
very diverse environments in which child
labour and modern slavery still occur.
• However, it is possible to identify some
overarching regional policy priorities
emerging from the global estimates,
research and practical experiences.
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Policy priorities on the road to 2025 and 2030

Expanding access to free, quality 
public education

• Alongside development and 
enforcement of criminal 
laws, the promotion of the 
right to education helps 
prevent forced marriage. 

• Address quality concerns 
that affect schools within the 
region to keep children in 
school and ensure 
successful educational 
outcomes.



27

Policy priorities on the road to 2025 and 2030

Extending social protection 
systems, including floors

• ILO estimates: only around 
10 % of the economically 
active population in Asia and 
the Pacific is covered by 
statutory social security 
schemes. 

• Need to help prevent 
vulnerable households from 
resorting to child labour and 
vulnerable people from being 
caught up in modern slavery.
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Policy priorities on the road to 2025 and 2030

Ensuring fair and effective migration 
governance

• Global estimates: a high % of Asia 
and Pacific victims of modern 
slavery are exploited outside of their 
country of residence, thus 
underscoring the link between 
migration and modern slavery in the 
region.

• The unique struggles and 
vulnerabilities of migrants must be 
addressed through broader reforms 
to migration governance in order to 
maximize the benefits and minimize 
the risk.  
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Policy priorities on the road to 2025 and 2030

Protecting vulnerable populations in 
situations of conflict and disaster

• Early warning systems could 
help mitigate the impact of 
shocks in fragile situations. 

• Countries that are affected by 
armed conflict (or that are in 
fragile situations) have 
significantly higher rates of child 
labour and modern slavery, in 
comparison to global averages.
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Policy priorities on the road to 2025 and 2030

Addressing debt bondage
• More than half of the victims of 

forced labour are in some form of 
debt bondage. 

• This number includes cases of 
child forced labour where children 
are working with or for their 
parents, who are themselves in 
forced labour.

• Prevention and protection policies 
must also tackle the roots of debt 
bondage and bonded labour 
systems. 
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The pathway to Target 8.7 has been long and much good work
has been done
Alliance 8.7 provides the opportunity to accelerate and intensify
these actions.

Catalysing function  engaging countries (governments and 

organizations) with four major objectives:
1. Accelerating and Coordinating Action
2. Conducting Research and Sharing Knowledge
3. Driving Innovation
4. Increasing and Leveraging Resources

Al l iance  8 .7  - A G loba l  SDG Par tnersh ip
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 Regional consultations took place during 2016 and 2017 in 
 South Asia
 East Asia and South East Asia
 The Pacific
 West and Northern Africa
 Latin America and the Caribbean
 Europe and Central Asia 

to inform the establishment of Alliance 8.7. involving more 
than 1,000 stakeholders

Al l iance  8 .7  Process
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 Launch of Alliance 8.7 in September 2016 in New York

 A forum of Civil Society Organizations was held in September 
2017, hosted by the Freedom Fund

 Global Estimates of Modern Slavery and Child Labour were 
released during the 72nd Session of the UN General Assembly

 Supply Chain action Group Meeting in Berlin (2017) and 
Abidjan (2019)

Al l iance  8 .7  – Some Events  
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Governments (Chair: France, Deputy: Argentina)

Representatives of employers’ organizations (and businesses through 

business networks), 

Representatives of workers’ organizations

 International Civil Society Organizations

UN and Int. Organizations (IOM, UNICEF, OHCHR, FAO, UNHCR, 

OHCHR, OECD,…)

Regional Organizations (OSCE, African Union…)

Research Institutions (e.g. UN University and partners)

Over 200 Partners
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• Global Coordinating Group: Orientation and Guidance 
• (Chair, Deputy Chair, Representatives from all Stakeholder 

Groups, Observers)

• Action Groups: Strategic and technical coordination
• Supply Chains (ILO)
• Migration (IOM)
• Humanitarian Settings and Conflict
• Rule of Law and Governance (OHCHR)

• Secretariat: Support
• ILO/Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work Branch

• Alliance 8.7 website and Delta 8.7 knowledge platform
• www.alliance87.org www.delta87.org

Operat ional Structure

http://www.alliance87.org/
http://www.delta87.org/
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Role  o f  the  Act ion  Groups

Research and Knowledge Strategy development / 
Policy advice

Resource mobilization Guidance tools and technical 
cooperation

Coordination
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Second meet ing  o f  the  Supp ly  Cha ins  Act ion  
Group ,  A b i d j a n ,  M a y  2 0 1 9

Key priorities:
• Need for strong advocacy and partnerships
• Capacity building and the development of practical tools
• Need to accelerate action in specific sectors such as mining, 

fishing and the garment industry
• Address data and research gaps
• Need to strengthen fair recruitment policies 
• Explore the potential for collaboration at the lower tiers of supply 

chains
The Action Group adopted a new workplan for 2020-2021
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Alliance 8.7 website
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Delta 8.7 Knowledge platform
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Alliance 8.7 partners include countries, UN agencies and entities, 

inter-governmental bodies, regional organizations and initiatives, 

social partners, businesses networks, and civil society 

organizations. 

Pathfinder countries pave the way and inspire other countries, 

leaving no one behind, especially those with similar socio-

economic conditions

A s t rong  par tnersh ip  a t  g loba l  leve l  and  an  
equa l ly  power fu l  ac t ion  a t  count ry  leve l

Its strength: the diversity of its partners and their commitment



42

- Commitment to going faster and further, taking others on board and 

respect applicable international human rights and labour standards

- Steps:
- Interested Countries send a request to the Chair and Secretariat
- Organize a national consultation workshop
- Define a national strategy and a roadmap (with targets)
- Build upon existing coordination structures (e.g. UNDAF)
- Collect data, identify and close research gaps
- Mobilise and channel resources
- Implement and scale up with technical support
- Monitor and report progress, share good practice

Path f inder  Count ry  concept



43

1. Albania 

2. Chile

3. Fiji

4. Madagascar

5. Malawi

6. Mauritania

7. Mexico

8. Morocco

9. Nepal

10. Nigeria

11. Peru

12. Sri Lanka 

13. Tunisia

14. Uganda

15. Vietnam

Path f inder  count r ies
Formal Expressions of Interest



44

Pathf inder  Countr ies

Countries that have
convened strategic planning 

workshops 

Upcoming workshops in 2019

Albania 
Chile

Madagascar
Mauritania

Nepal
Nigeria
Tunisia
Uganda
Vietnam

Fiji
Malawi

Morocco
Peru
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Oppor tun i t ies  fo r  a  Path f inder  Count ry

 Development and economic benefits that come from reduced forced labour, modern 

slavery, human trafficking and child labour

 New resources through the attractive power of a demonstrated willingness to act

 Leverage reputational benefits

 Showcase progress and successful interventions

 Benefit from access to knowledge and expertise

 Serve as a catalyst for wider change

 Benefit from technical support to prepare reports under the Voluntary National Review 

(VNR) of the SDGs

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Key messages: 

We need to accelerate action and drive innovation to advance progress towards SDG target 8.7. «Business as usual» is not an option.
While governments are in the driving seat, the SDG agenda also calls for multi-stakeholder partnerships and more effective coordination mechanisms at national, regional and global levels (Goal 17).
Alliance 8.7 is a platform to drive collaboration of all actors contributing to the achievement of target 8.7.
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@Alliance8_7

#Achieve87

Contact information
pflug@ilo.org

mailto:dovidio@ilo.org
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