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PREFACE

Bangladesh is one of the top ten labor sending countries of the world. Recently
upgraded into the lower-middle income status, the country has attained its graduation
to a developing country. The migrant workers from Bangladesh make a substantial
contribution in this achievement, remitting around 12 to 15 Billion dollars every
year. In 2016-17, the foreign remittance contributed to 7.24% of the country’s total
GDP. This has made a significant development to the country, particularly playing a
key role in reducing poverty and improving the lives of both the migrants and their
families. This has also been a crucial source for the economic empowerment of the
women migrant workers. Over the last 5 years, the female migration has risen up to
217% and experts are expecting the number to rise substantially in the upcoming
years. This is largely due to the Government’s intensive efforts and training initiatives
aimed at advancing the female migration from Bangladesh.

Despite being vital agents of development for the country, these women are often
victims of harassment and violence both in the country of destination and in the
country of origin upon returning. In this context, it is of paramount importance to
ensure safety in every step of the migration cycle. Hong Kong is one such potential
destination for the employment of women migrant workers, primarily due to their
safe working environment and high-income structures. The Government has already
taken measures to utilize this potential labor market and if effectively implemented,
Bangladesh may expect a large number of women migrating to Hong Kong as
domestic service workers.

Given that pre-departure trainings are mandatory for all migrant workers, the
Technical Training Centers train and prepare women domestic service workers to Hong
Kong. To support the Government in delivering an effective pre-departure training
program for the women domestic service workers, UN Women Bangladesh took the
initiative in the formulation of this training module. It has been designed keeping
in mind the migration cycle: the basic information and guidance on migration, the
pre-departure preparedness, occupation-related (women domestic service workers)
and country-specific (Hong Kong) instructions and guidelines on rights and life
skills. The technical issues related to domestic services were not considered in this
module, as this module is relevant only for trainees who have already received the
relevant technical and language training on Hong Kong. Integrating this module into
the pre-departure training, will make it an effective tool to capture and sustain this
new labor market for the women migrant workers from Bangladesh.

This module has been developed jointly by UN Women Bangladesh and International
Labor Organization (ILO), with financial support from the Swiss Development
Cooperation (SDC). The main objective of the module is to train the migrant
workers through the Technical Training Centers (TTCs) running under the Bureau of
Manpower and Employment Training (BMET).



In this whole process, UN Women has received support and guidance from the
Government, namely the Ministry of Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas Employment
and Bureau of Manpower Employment and Training. Other key stakeholders
including the Bangladesh Association of International Recruiting Agencies (BAIRA)
and Private Training institutes, UN agencies, CSOs, and NGOs also took part in this
rigorous process of module development. We express our heartfelt gratitude for their
contribution and cordial cooperation in this process.

We wish this module to play a significant role in ensuring safe migration for

Bangladeshi women workers.

P

Mr Tuomo Poutiainen

Country Director
ILO Country Office for
Bangladesh

Ms Beate Elsasser
Deputy Head of
Mission and Director of
Cooperation

Swiss Agency for
Development and
Cooperation (SDC)

Ms Shoko Ishikawa
Country Representative
UN Women Bangladesh
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Source files and websites for Hong Kong Module

farom ¥ sifeae [ er-=IfF<, WRedT, o5y

Al e SRt &y Aie-Sfodore ef e effmrd piaqaie, wigyse,
2058

G wwre! ans af¥mwe IfeTe - 79 200k

NI AT af* e feee - Equitas (Canadian Human Rights Foundation),
2001

Overseas Employment and Migrants Act, 2013: (Act No. VLVIII of 2013)

Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking Act, 2012: (Act No. 3 of
2012)

www.bmet.gov.bd

http://www.boesl.org.bd/

https://probashi.gov.bd/

http://www.baira.org.bd/

C189 - Domestic Workers Convention,(No. 189), ILO, 2011
C186, ILO, 1997 & C96, ILO, 1949
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