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1920 Albert Thomas establishes the Cooperative
Branch.

The ILO recognises the importance of cooperatives
in article 12 of its Constitution.

« I'm Co-operator and, as such, i have the greatest
and fullest confidence in the virtue and efficacy of
the cooperative spirit » Albert Thomas
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Promote and realize fundamental principles and
rights at work.

Create greater opportunities for women and men to
secure decent employment.

Enhance the coverage and effectiveness of social
protection for all.

Strengthen tripartism and social dialogue.



March 2002 Establishment of the World
Commission on the Social Dimension of
Globalisation.

February 2004 Publication of the report « A Fair
Globalisation. Creating opportunities for all ».

Decent work is a global goal.
« Cooperatives are... a global force... ».



Cooperatives are considered as an important means
of overcoming poverty.

1995 World Summit for Social Development.
1996 Resolution at the UN General Assembly.
1999 Report of the ILO Director-General.

2001 UN Guidelines on the role of cooperatives.



Poverty is

A 4 A 4
Lack of assets and Lack of security and
opportunities protection

Opportunities to manage

Opportunities for and reduce the disastrous
employment creation and consequences of some risks
income-generating activities through insurance co-
operatives
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Cooperatives are

Lack of rights and
power

A means of representation
through democratically
based enterprise (1 member,
1 vote)
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2004 The Memorandum of Understanding between
the ILO and the ICA.

2004 Summit of the African Union Heads of State on
Employment and Poverty Alleviation, Ouagadougou.

2005 Launching of a Global Cooperative Campaign
against Poverty.



Cooperatives as workplace in the case of worker
cooperatives

Cooperatives as employers in the case of service
cooperatives which employ members or non-
members (consumer cooperatives)

Cooperatives promoting self-employment
which occurs 1f service cooperatives provide
promotional services to their members (supply and
marketing cooperatives)
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Cooperatives effect indirect employment where
jobs are created as a consequence of the very
existence of cooperatives (apex organizations,
training institutions, audit societies).

Cooperatives through their operations induce
s%1 -over effects on their environment some of
which are directly related to employment.
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On December 18, 2009 the General Assembly of
the United Nations proclaimed 2012 as the
International Year of Cooperatives (GA Res.
A/RES/64/136).

UN GA Resolution A/RES/64/136, Operative
Paragraph 3:

“Encourages all Member States, as well as the United Nations and all other
relevant stake-holders, to take advantage of the International Year of
Cooperatives as a way of promoting cooperatives and raising awareness of their
contribution to social and economic development;”



UN main objectives:

To increase public awareness about cooperatives and their contribution to socio-
economic development and the achievement of internationally agreed
development goals including the MDGs;

To promote the formation and growth of cooperatives for socio-economic
empowerment; and

To provide an enabling environment with policies, law and regulations.

IL.O focus areas:

Policy dialogue: Awareness raising/communication
Statistics and data on cooperatives

Cooperatives and education, training and research
Policy and legal environment for cooperatives



Conclusion

Please visit us @ www.ilo.org/cooj f ﬁ%
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