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A Mapping of Policy and Normative Initiatives
against Child Labour in Lebanon:
Remaining Gaps
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Determinants and
Consequenc\m st.Chl|d labour
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[ - Poverty (to be examined at the levels of: child, family,
community, geographic area and country) & Unemployment
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[T - Education: accessibility, quality, affordability and future

returns
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[1I - Implementation of Legislations
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Some of the Consequences of Child Labour:
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Impact on Physical Health and Safety
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Mental Health Impact
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Effects on Intellectual Development
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Socio-Economic Consequences and impact on human
capital building
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Existing related international
and national Ieglslatlons
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International (in chronological order):
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ILO C.138 - Minimum Age Convention, adopted in 1973 and
ratified in Lebanon in 2003

ale & nea Al daadl o (oY) aal aaa3 ) 4138 Al sl Jaal) dadaia Al
2003 & il 8 Leinai 2151973

UNCRC - United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child,
adopted by the UN in 1989 and ratified in Lebanon in 1991
G ol (8 il 2191989 ale cjaa il g Jikall (5 gial 3asiall ael) 4Ll
1991

ILO C.182 - Against the Worst Forms of Child Labour, adopted in
1999 and ratified in Lebanon in 2001
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Impact of International Legislation to Date
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Positive impact on the development of national
legislations, decrees and law amendments on the
protection of children in general and protection/
prevention from child labour in particular (Reference to
Table 4)
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Revisions Envisaged in the Draft Labour Law
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Children below 18 years (15 years under present law) cannot work in
occupations that expose them to any dangers and can only engage in light
work between 15-18
L agi€ay 5 ohall agim jay Jae (sl 8 (Ldie Aualall (50 Ulla) e 2aall) (553 JELY) Jany eanss ¥
e A e AdAll ule 4888 Jlaels Jaall

List of hazardous occuﬁations revised in 2008 by MOL and IPEC, agreed upon
through tripartite mechanism, pending endorsement

7 Al gall Jasdl daliia el s Jardl 3,0 35 o (380 5l cilae il 53 5kal) Jlee V) AailE o 438 ol
2008 2 bl s D Tt o,
The Minister of Labour will decide (rather than Council of Ministers), by
decree, on occupations requiring more frequent medical checkups
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Revisions Envisaged in the Draft Labour Law
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Prohibition on heavy weights
L& ol HsY) Jala¥) Jaead (e g LiiaY)

Labour inspection will cover the informal sector, with the
exception of domestic labour and agriculture
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Law No. 414 issued in response to an urgent request from CRC
and CEACR for harmonization with the UNCRC and ILO C.182
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—Remaining Gaps (ILO Committee of Expertson the Application of

Conventions and Recommendations)
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The Lebanese Labour Law (specifically Article no.7) excludes the
following categories from its provisions:

domestic workers
agricultural work
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and institutions in which only family members work and where
the child is considered to be under the supervision of the father,
mother or guardian
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Remaining Gaps (continued) 2 L3N O el

Article 3, paragraph 3 of C.138 relates to the authorization to undertake hazardous work from
16 years of age. The Committee previously noted that section 23(1) of the Labour Code
prohibits the employment of young persons under 15 years of age in industrial projects and
activities which are physically demanding or detrimental to their health.
paii Janll (518 & (1)23 salall (S5 2w 16 (e iad 3kl Je V) gie o i1 38 4l 8 3 saall (1 3 5l
aginaa ) o 5l 1508 Lin 13 seae i Jlael 8 45u15 G and JibY) Jae aie e
The Committee observed that section 23(1) of the Labour Code was not in conformity with the
Article 3(3) of the Convention, to the extent that it appeared to allow young persons from
the age of 15 to 16 to perform hazardous work.
Jlae 8 JElYI @l sl mand ) 138 486 8 (3)3 salall ga Janll (58 8 (1)23 salal) G3aldas are dialll culany il
4s 16 -15 o e s ks
As for clause (d) of C.182, concerning hazardous work, the Committee has urged the GOL to
address i) Palestinian children and ii) the special situation of girls including those found
in domestic work which has been unattended to.
sl b taall de s Agilialll e Sl (o Aialll caalla 3818 (5 51l Jee ) ki il 5) 182 A8l (2) 580 Ll Ll
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Remaining Gaps (continued)3 48ldl cf_gil)

Main challenge to date in the implementation of
international and national legislations is the lack of data
on at risk and working children.
Cilasbaall il g aae oa Aalaall 5 A gall Clay i) Baudat a0 383 aal
shall s s 8 il eV s 5 Llla alalall JUlaY) Jsa clilban¥l
Non-registered professions remain outside the scope

of work inspection. Unfortunately, most working
children are found in small non-registered establishments.
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State Policies, National Plans
and Strategies
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National Policy and Programme Framework
SV el 1 g b I Sl

A specific National Policy and Programme

Framework on child labour was developed in 2004-
2005

2005-2004 & JukY) Jaxd dyika g dpasil il < il

NPPF was endorsed by the Lebanese Government in

2006, thereby officially introducing child labour into
its national agenda and concerns
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Stinisterial Declaration—
2009 (138 oL

Under afparagraph on “ngerty alleviation and dealing with the

issue of street children’; objectives are:
To deal with the problem of street children and child beggars
To work on the implementation of the Child Rights Convention
To reduce the level of severe poverty by 50% by the end of 2015
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_——2009 Ministerial Declaration —
(i) 2009 o380 oL

Under a paragraph on “Education and Higher Learning’, the following
statements are relevant to children at risk of dropping out:

The adoption of scientific and educational recruitment policies and
incentives within a national framework for human resources

Work towards the implementation of compulsory education up to
15 years old

The implementation of appropriate school support programmes to
prevent school dropout
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Also echoed in the 2011 ministerial declaration
2011 ) )sh lad) (A& Leayl 3 ge Calaal) o2 (saa o) LS
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Praft Strategy for Protection, Rehabilitation & integration of Street Children
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Recently achieved (2011) by the Higher Council for Childhood:
2011 Lsilall oY) ulaall 38 (e lhas & jyra
Revision of minors’ protection law (422) so as to include children found in the
streets (living, begging or selling products); implementation mechanisms also
foreseen (status...?)
(Aslay au ol Jguil) gl AalBM) £ ) 9y (3 93 gall JUiLY) Gpaiaiad Elaal) Ailaalg22 ¢y gilal) Sy
Adplai ala3 A Il g
Revision of article 610 so that selling or begging on the streets would not be
considered a crime for those aged under 18 years old
e A0 g3 JUBI a5 J guih) ag T adasd 610 O gLEN ol
Severe punishment should be applied to those adults who use children for selling
or begging on the streets, or take their revenues
Gl i ol geial) JULYY (a0 gl Ggrang g Ggtaten Gl Cpadil ) (day dajla Gl gie (gl
gAsdl A
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Draft-National Strategy for the-Prevention and Protection of-Ehildren

from all forms of abuse and maltreatment
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By the Higher Council for Childhood, in consultation with relevant
stakeholders, Main objectives of the strategy include:
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Providing full protection for all categories of children from all forms of
abuses, maltreatment and neglect and within different capacities
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Having a multi-faceted approach for prevention with the aim of
preventing and intervening immediately in any case of especially serious
maltreatment to the child, then providing rehabilitation and re-
integration

‘u:\M:\ 34&‘3&&1&.& ;yzub Lfy (,.9)353‘ Jaaill d*&&gﬂgﬂ\ JMA@GJAHMS

aaiaally Aaad g

19 April, 2012 Olls JUlaY) Jae 18



//
Draft National Strategy for the Prevention-and-Protection of Children

from all forms of abuse and maltreatment
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Adoption of a rights approach: rights of children are dealt
within a comprehensive manner
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Partnership and coordination between all concerned
parties from governmental administrations, non-governmental
organizations, international organizations, private sector,
universities, workers organizations and mecFia.
ool g iy due Sa pe g dpa Sa ) GlRY) aea G ¢ stall  AS) A
Cilaala s
(L e 5 dpedle) g dallee a4

Participation of children themselves: recognition of their
right in the planning, expression, implementation and
monitoring of the strategy
anifll) o el g Jasdadil) 8 ALalSH 2giS) 1 5 aguaiil JWlaY) (32 il sic V)
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Pointers fo ure Action
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Key areas/components for debate entail:

A8 Al Gl g ga

Ensuring Political Awareness and Commitment
b o gl g Al ) e 2l
Establishing or using existing National Authorities
dedicated to Combating Child Labour

JulaY) Jeo dadlSa) da yila 33 52 g0 dyida g Cildalis aca ol Cilaaiiul
Effective enforcement of national legislations (labour
inspection)
(Jandl (isi LapwV) dyida gl ey piill Jladll adail) e 2l
Securing Appropriate Technical Support
Caliall 8l acall paals
Monitoring and Evaluating Progress
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THE END and THANK YOU
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