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Who is behind ECLT?

Independent 
Board Member

Advisor
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Our vision: Agriculture free of all forms of child labour.

Our mission: We work to catalyze the power of states, business and farming 

communities in collective action to eliminate all forms of child 

labour in agriculture.

Why

Because we all depend on sustainable agricultural supply chains. Yet, most child labour 

occurs in agriculture. Global targets to eliminate child labour will not be realized without 

a breakthrough in agriculture.

Every child has the right to be protected from economic exploitation

Who we are



5ECLT  Foundation is a member of…

Consultative status

• Provide expert information or advice 

to the UN on child labour

• Ability to participate formally in UN 

meetings

• Network with like-minded NGOs at 

critical moments: effective joint 

advocacy positions and lobbying 

activities

• Organize side events.

• Networking access with UN Global Compact 

participants – representing nearly every industry 

sector and size, in over 160 countries

• Access to partnerships with a range of 

stakeholders – to share best practices and 

emerging solutions

• Best practice guidance, tools, resources and 

trainings

• Local Network support in more than 60 countries

• The moral authority, knowledge and experience of 

the United Nations.

• Access to cross-sectoral knowledge on child 

labour issues, policy advice from the ILO and 

members-only repository of publications, 

communities of practice, and an events board

• Regular updates on changes to child labour 

legislation

• Enhanced linkages with national tripartite 

structures and processes to eliminate child labour 

• Access to annual high-profile CLP conferences,     

ad hoc training workshops, meetings and webinars.
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 STATE LEVEL

• Legislative gaps

• Social protection

• Social infrastructure

• Environmental issues

• Informality 

• Labour inspection and 

enforcement

BUSINESS PRACTICES

• Living wages

• Fair prices

• Market systems

• Uneven playing field

• Health and safety management

• Freedom of association and 

collective bargaining

• Lack of standards and enforcement

• Incentives

COMMUNITY FACTORS

• Child neglect

• Childhood and role of children

• Poverty/functional dependence

• Awareness

• Discrimination

What we do

Root causes of child labour
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Our activities
to eliminate 
child labour
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Mozambique

Zimbabwe

MalawiZambia
Tanzania

Uganda

USA

Guatemala

Argentina

Dominican
Republic

Kyrgyzstan

Philippines

Indonesia

Completed projects

Ongoing projects

Our footprint
ECLT works in partnership with States, business and agricultural 
communities across the world, to address child labour through 
research, advocacy and integrated area-based interventions.

In the last two decades, we have reached over 1.3 million children 

and adults in agricultural communities in 13 countries.



Human Rights Watch report April 2018

UN OHCHR May 2018 letter to ECLT, tobacco companies in Zimbabwe, 

governments of China, Zimbabwe, Switzerland, Japan, United Arab 

Emirates, Germany, USA and UK



NATIONAL SURVEY  

• 384 farms in 4 provinces

• A1 farms

• A2 farms

• Communal farms

• Small scale farms

Overall finding:  ‘26.3% of the children aged 5 – 15 
years were involved in tobacco activities in the seven 
days preceding the survey. Most of these children 
were in communal areas.’



MOU with GoZ
Expires April 2024





Tobacco Working Group on Child Labour (TWCL)

Boka Tobacco Floors
Premier Tobacco Auction Floors
Tobacco Sales Floor (TSF)

Boost Hail & Cotton   
Curverid Tobacco (Pvt) Ltd
Inter-Continental Leaf Tobacco Co 
Mashonaland Tobacco Company
Northern Tobacco 
Premium Leaf Zimbabwe (Pvt) Ltd 
Zimbabwe Leaf Tobacco 
Tian Ze Tobacco Company (Pvt) Limited

Childline Zimbabwe
ECLT Foundation

Ministry of Public Service, Labour and Social Welfare 
Agritex
Tobacco Industry Marketing Board (TIMB) - Chair
Tobacco Research Board (TRB)

Zimbabwe Farmers Union (ZFU) 
Zimbabwe Tobacco Association (ZTA) 
Zimbabwe Farmers Union (ZFU)
Zimbabwe Integrated Commercial Farmers Union (ZICFU)

National Employment Council for the Agriculture Industry 
(NEC Agriculture)
National Employment Council for the Tobacco Industry 
(NEC Tobacco)

GAPWUZ



ZIMBABWE: TIMELINES AND MILESTONES

APR-2018

JUN-2018

2019-20

2021

2022

2023

HRW publishes report ‘A 
Bitter Harvest: Child Labor and 
Human Rights on Tobacco 
Farms in Zimbabwe’.

ECLT engages MoPSLSW 
delegation to ILO ILC

MoPSLSW invites 
ECLT to National 
Stakeholder 
Conference on 
Child Labour in 
Zimbabwe.

MoPSLSW and ZIMSTAT 
conduct survey of child 
labour on tobacco farms 
in Zimbabwe

ZIM Govt and ECLT sign 
MOU

MoPSLSW disseminates 
tobacco report to govt, 
civil society and 
international 
organizations, tea, 
sugar and artisanal 
mining sectors

MoPSLSW 
works with 
NECs to 
develop lists 
of hazardous 
tasks 

MoPSLSW 
publishes its 
inaugural child 
labour report.

MoPSLSW leads 
exchange visit 
delegation to 
Brazil

Baseline survey in 
Muzarabani & Mt. 
Darwin

Cross-sector child 
labour meeting

Pilot project in 
Muzarabani/ Mt. 
Darwin

2024
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Making a better life for children in 
tobacco-growing communities.

Rue François Versonnex 7
1207 Geneva,
Switzerland

T +41 (0) 22 306 14 44
E eclt@eclt.org  

Address:
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