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Discusion de los casos individuales (cont.)
Discussion of individual cases (cont.)
Discussion des cas individuels (suite)

Republica Arabe Siria (ratificacion: 2003)

Convenio sobre las peores formas de trabajo infantil, 1999 (nGm. 182)
Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182)
Convention (n°182) sur les pires formes de travail des enfants, 1999

Presidenta - El sequndo caso de esta mafiana se refiere a la aplicacion del Convenio sobre
las peores formas de trabajo infantil, 1999 (nim. 182) por parte de la Republica Arabe Siria.
Para la discusiéon de este caso contamos con 27 oradores inscritos en lista, sobre esta base la
Mesa decidié reducir el tiempo maximo de intervencion de los delegados que hablan a titulo
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individual de 5 a 3 minutos. Contamos con su comprensién y colaboracién para adaptar su
discurso al tiempo otorgado.

Invito ahora al representante gubernamental de la Republica Arabe Siria, el Sr. Hasan
Khatib, Director General de la Organizacién General de Seguros Sociales, para que tome la
palabra.

Interpretation from Arabic: Government representative (Mr KHATIB, Director-General
of the General Organization for Social Insurance) - We stand before your Committee today
not to defend past practices associated to the foregone era, but to present an honest report
of tangible results achieved on the ground in a relatively short period of time to strengthen
the protection of children and advance compliance with relevant international labour
standards.

Further to the written information we submitted to the Committee on the 18 May 2026,
we would like to point out once again that the observations contained in the 2026 report of the
Committee of Experts on which the list of individual cases was based, and the Syrian Arab
Republic was thus included in it, largely refers to events that occurred under the former
regime, which came to an end in December 2024. That regime was marked by grave violations
including, the recruitment of children by the regime. Today, however, the Syrian Arab Republic
is witnessing a completely different path. Our Government puts the rule of law, respect for
human rights and the achievement of transitional justice at the heart of its action and priorities.

The concept of decent work, as translated in ILO standards, is in alignment with the
direction our Government has taken, its vision of a vibrant and dynamic labour market
characterized by balanced and stable industrial relations and based on effective social dialogue
between representatives of workers, government and employers. We do not deny the
existence of challenges. The legacy of the former regime remains a heavy one, especially given
the pernicious socio-economic and psychological effects on our people. However, honest
intentions and political will were stronger than these challenges and the institutional reform
that is ongoing by the Government has led to many achievements in a brief period of time. The
achievements include, but are not limited to, the following: for instance, we have increased
wages by 250 per cent and raised the general minimum wage more than fivefold. We have
drafted legislative amendments to the Labour Code and the Social Security Code to enhance
basic workers' rights and to promote and develop the labour market. We have promoted
compliance with the law through raising awareness of laws and regulations governing
industrial relations. We have strengthened transparency in labour market oversight through
efficient and effective institutions responsible for labour inspection, social security and
occupational safety and health. As a result, more than 2,200 labour inspection visits were
carried out, leading to the registration of 29,456 workers in the social security system. We have
also promoted government strategic planning. The Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour has
launched its Strategic Plan for 2026-2028, which include the Child's Protection Programme to
address, among other things, the child begging phenomenon; an economic empowerment
programme for women to promote decent work; and a programme to integrate workers of
the informal economy into the social security system.

We have also constructively participated at the 6th Global Conference on the Elimination
of Child Labour held in February 2026 in Marrakech, which enabled us to profit from best
international experiences in this field.

I would also like to particularly thank the ILO for its cooperation, its constructive
cooperation with the Syrian Arab Republic especially in the fields related to job creation and
supporting economic recovery, promoting social protection including social security and
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decent work, promoting labour market governance and promoting the relevant institutions in
this regard and building staff capacities to consolidate their skills and expertise with regard to
the needs in the labour market.

As to the Committee of Experts’ observations, we would like to reiterate the following
explanation once more. The data and facts being referred to are from the pre-liberation period
and are closely connected to the practices of the former regime and its violations of the
relevant Convention, especially the Convention under consideration.

Therefore, the Government sees that it is important to view these observations and to
read them in light of the country’s political and institutional transition. It is important to
respond to the following points. First, regarding the crime of child recruitment in armed
conflict, this phenomenon has practically ended with the fall of the previous regime and the
dissolution of its affiliated militias. Military service is now entirely voluntary, and strict oversight
safeguards have been put in place at all recruitment points, to prohibit the admission of any
person below the age of 18.

A national investigative commission has also been established to investigate crimes
committed against children. The commission is mandated to document violations and refer
case files to the competent judicial authorities for prosecution in accordance with the law.

Second, regarding protection and education mechanisms, the Government has launched
a national campaign called “All for Education”, the impact of which is already visible on the
ground. As part of this initiative, 2,236 schools have been rehabilitated and reopened, enabling
more than half a million children to return to school, 50.2 per cent of whom are girls. These
efforts contribute not only to improving access to education but also to preventing early
marriage and combating child labour. In addition, 38,000 teachers and school administrators
have returned to their jobs which contributed to supporting the stability of the education
system and its sustainability.

Third, on the question of an integrated system to rescue and rehabilitate children, in
collaboration with our partners, we have initiated operational process to close the Al-Hawl
camp and facilitated the transfer of large numbers of orphans and vulnerable children to
centres operated by the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour in order to provide them with
protection and social integration. In these centres, children were immediately enrolled in
intensive education, rehabilitation and psychosocial support programmes, with a view to
facilitating their reintegration into their communities and ensuring their well-being and
development. Moreover, in collaboration with our national and international partners, we have
operationalized a national case management system through which child labour situation is
now recognized as a priority area for intervention, including in the context of efforts to address
child begging, which is considered one of the worst forms of child labour. Fifteen targeted
campaigns were carried out resulting in the removal of 465 children from street situations.
These children were subsequently placed in specialized social welfare centres, which were
renovated and equipped to provide the necessary care, protection and psychosocial support
services. The Government has also intensified awareness-raising efforts on labour legislation
and strengthened labour market monitoring and enforcement mechanisms aimed at reducing
informality and preventing situations in which children are vulnerable to exploitation.

Fourth, regarding the fight against trafficking and sexual exploitation, the Government
has reactivated the National Committee for Combating Trafficking in Persons and adopted a
new action plan aimed at strengthening the protection of children from trafficking and sexual
exploitation. Within this framework, 250 arrests related to child trafficking offences were made
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during the second half of 2025. All cases have been referred to the competent judicial
authorities and are currently being prosecuted in accordance with the law.

In conclusion, we reiterate the full commitment of the Government to the ILO's
Conventions including, the Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182). This
commitment stems from our conviction that the children of the Syrian Arab Republic are the
country's future and that their protection is a national and ethical responsibility that is directly
connected to the path of recovery and the reconstruction of our state and the rule of law in it.
We reiterate that, despite the challenges left by the former regime, we have achieved a lot
during a record of time, which reflects our true will to drive change and reform, foster
cooperation and ensure compliance with relevant labour standards. The Government
reiterates its willingness to continue cooperating with the ILO and its different mechanisms.
We hope that these measures and ongoing reforms in our country will be assessed objectively
and in a balanced manner within the framework of this case, reflecting the progress made in
strengthening the protection of children and the effective realization of their rights.

Presidenta - Voy a dar ahora la palabra a la Sra. Alejandra Ortega Fuentes, portavoz del
Grupo de los Trabajadores, para que realice su declaracion inicial.

Miembros trabajadores (Sra. ORTEGA FUENTES) - La eliminacion de las peores formas
de trabajo infantil constituye uno de los pilares fundamentales del mandato de la OIT.

El Convenio adoptado en 1999 y ratificado por la Republica Arabe Siria en 2003, obliga a
los Estados Miembros a adoptar medidas inmediatas y eficaces para prohibir y erradicar con
urgencia las peores formas de trabajo infantil. Se trata ademas de un instrumento de
importancia histérica al haber alcanzado la ratificacion universal en 2020.

Este caso nunca ha sido examinado por nuestra Comision, aunque la Comision de
Expertos ha formulado observaciones continuas durante varios afos.

Por ello, es importante sefialar que el Gobierno ha mostrado recientemente una actitud
mas constructiva hacia los mecanismos de supervisién de la OIT reanudando el didlogo y
proporcionando informacion adicional.

Asimismo, hemos escuchado con atencién las declaraciones ante esta Conferencia de la
Ministra de Trabajo y Asuntos Sociales, la Sra. Hind Kabawat, quien destacé el deseo del
Gobierno de avanzar en su recuperacion y de construir alianzas genuinas con la OIT para
promover el trabajo decente.

Los miembros trabajadores reconocemos estos esfuerzos y somos conscientes de las
enormes dificultades que enfrenta el pais tras afios de conflicto.

Siria continla atravesando una etapa de recuperacion compleja y fragil. Sabemos, como
sefial6 la Ministra Kabawat en la sesion plenaria y la cito textualmente: «Siria sigue respirando
a través de sus escombros. La destruccidn de infraestructuras, el deterioro econdmico, el
desplazamiento de millones de personas y las dificultades para la reconstruccion, siguen
afectando profundamente a la poblacién».

Se trata sin duda de una fase de estabilizacion adn fragil y altamente incierta que
necesitara de una arquitectura institucional solida que garantice la gobernabilidad, las
libertades efectivas para toda la poblacién, las garantias juridicas y la proteccién de los
derechos humanos entre ellos, por supuesto, los derechos de los nifios y nifias de Siria.

Los miembros trabajadores reconocen todos estos hechos y desde los valores del
sindicalismo internacional que representamos en esta sala haremos todo lo posible para que
los trabajadores y trabajadoras de Siria encuentren en nosotros el apoyo para alcanzar los
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valores de la democracia, el respeto a las Normas Internacionales del Trabajo, a los derechos
y libertades sindicales, y por supuesto a la erradicacion del trabajo infantil objeto de nuestro
debate.

Todo esto lo sabemos, pero es precisamente en este contexto donde la implementacién
del Convenio se convierte en una prioridad maxima. Los nifios y nifias de Siria no pueden
esperar a que existan condiciones ideales para ser protegidos.

En octubre de 2025 tuve la oportunidad de participar en Damasco en representacion de
la Confederacién Sindical Internacional (CSI) en el primer foro regional tripartito organizado
por la OIT tras la caida del régimen de Bashar al-Assad.

Ese encuentro reunio a representantes gubernamentales, sindicales y empresariales de
Siria y de varios paises vecinos junto con especialistas de la OIT.

Espacios de didlogo de esta naturaleza, son esenciales para impulsar una recuperacion
inclusiva, fortalecer el trabajo decente y desarrollar iniciativas capaces de combatir de manera
efectiva el trabajo infantil.

La urgencia de actuar se refleja en las observaciones de la Comision de Expertos. El
reclutamiento forzoso u obligatorio de menores de 18 afios para su utilizaciéon en conflictos
armados, constituye una de las peores formas de trabajo infantil contempladas en el Convenio.

Tomamos nota de la informacidn proporcionada por el Gobierno segun la cual el
reclutamiento forzoso de menores ha cesado y el servicio en las fuerzas armadas esta
reservado exclusivamente a personas mayores de 18 afios.

Se trata de una sefial positiva pero estos avances deben confirmarse mediante resultados
sostenibles, verificables y documentados.

También observamos con interés los avances legislativos sefialados por el Gobierno;
entre ellos la Ley de los Derechos del Nifio num. 21, de 2021 y las disposiciones penales que
prohiben expresamente el reclutamiento y utilizacién de menores en conflictos armados.

Igualmente valoramos la creacidn de mecanismos institucionales destinados a
documentar delitos cometidos contra nifios y remitir los casos a las autoridades competentes.

No obstante, la existencia de normas e instituciones, aunque indispensable, no es
suficiente por si sola. La aplicacién efectiva del Convenio requiere investigaciones concretas
procedimientos judiciales y sanciones que permitan combatir la impunidad.

La Comisién de Expertos continla expresando una profunda preocupacion por la
persistencia del reclutamiento y utilizacién de nifios en el conflicto sirio.

Aunque las cifras mas recientes muestran una reduccién respecto al afio anterior, el
numero de violaciones graves contra menores sigue siendo inaceptablemente alto. Incluso
cuando determinados hechos no sean directamente atribuibles a las autoridades estatales, el
Gobierno mantiene la obligacién de adoptar todas las medidas posibles para prevenir estas
practicas, asegurar la desmovilizacién de los menores involucrados y evitar nuevos casos de
reclutamiento.

Por ello, alentamos al Gobierno a seguir avanzando y a proporcionar informacion
detallada sobre investigaciones, procesamientos, condenas y sanciones impuestas en la
practica.

Nos preocupa igualmente la situaciéon de los nifios privados de libertad debido a su
presunta asociacion con grupos armados, asi como la situacién de los miles de menores que
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permanecen en campamentos como el Hall o Roth. Estos nifios deben ser considerados
principalmente victimas y beneficiarios de proteccion especial.

Las respuestas estatales deben centrarse en su interés superior garantizando apoyo
psicosocial, educacién, reunificacion familiar, cuando sea posible, y programas efectivos de
reintegracion.

Otro aspecto especialmente preocupante es la trata infantil. La informacion disponible
continla sefialando la existencia de explotacion sexual y laboral de menores dentro y fuera de
las fronteras del pais. Las consecuencias de afios de conflicto han incrementado la
vulnerabilidad de muchos menores facilitando situaciones de abuso y explotacion. En este
contexto, tomamos nota de la reactivacién de la Comision Nacional de Lucha contra la Trata
de Personas y de la adopcion de un plan de accion nacional orientado a reforzar la prevencién,
la proteccién de las victimas y la persecucion de los responsables. Son medidas positivas que
deben traducirse en resultados concretos y sostenibles. La eficacia de estas iniciativas debera
medirse por la capacidad real de identificar victimas, protegerlas adecuadamente y sancionar
a quienes se benefician de su explotacion.

La educacién constituye otro elemento central para la aplicacidn del Convenio. El acceso
a una educacion basica gratuita y de calidad es una de las herramientas mas eficaces para
prevenir el trabajo infantil y ofrecer oportunidades de desarrollo a los menores. Por ello, el
articulo 7 del Convenio reviste una importancia especial en el contexto sirio. Reconocemos las
medidas comunicadas por el Gobierno, muchas de ellas desarrolladas con apoyo internacional,
destinadas a facilitar el regreso de los nifios a las escuelas, rehabilitar centros educativos y
ampliar las oportunidades de aprendizaje. También valoramos las iniciativas dirigidas a
prevenir el abandono escolar y las reformas legales que pueden contribuir a mantener a nifias
y nifios dentro del sistema educativo.

Sin embargo, la realidad continlia siendo extremadamente preocupante. Numerosas
escuelas han sufrido dafios o han dejado de funcionar como consecuencia del conflicto. En
muchas zonas, especialmente las mas afectadas por la violencia o por condiciones econémicas
precarias, miles de nifios siguen sin acceso regular a una educacién segura y continua. Esta
situacidn incrementa el riesgo de trabajo infantil explotacién y reclutamiento.

El Convenio exige, ademas, la adopcion de medidas efectivas para retirar a los nifios de
las peores formas de trabajo infantil, garantizar su rehabilitacién y promover su integracion
social. Esta obligacidn es particularmente relevante para los menores afectados por conflictos
armados y otras situaciones graves de explotacion.

Tomamos nota de los programas anunciados por el Gobierno en materia de apoyo
psicosocial, formacidn, sensibilizacién comunitaria y fortalecimiento de los mecanismos de
proteccién infantil. Asimismo, observamos positivamente los esfuerzos dirigidos a identificar
nifios en situaciones de extrema vulnerabilidad y a derivarlos hacia servicios de proteccién y
programas de reintegracion.

Sin embargo, lo que finalmente determinara el cumplimiento del Convenio seran los
resultados concretos obtenidos sobre el terreno. Por ello, es esencial disponer de informacion
precisa sobre el nUmero de nifios beneficiarios de estos programas, la calidad de la asistencia
recibida y el impacto real de las medidas adoptadas.

En conclusidn, los miembros trabajadores animan al Gobierno a continuar fortaleciendo
su cooperacion con la OIT y a transformar los compromisos asumidos en avances tangibles y
duraderos. Esto implica prevenir y erradicar todas las formas de reclutamiento y utilizacién de
menores en conflictos armados; combatir eficazmente la trata infantil, garantizar
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investigaciones y sanciones efectivas, ampliar el acceso a la educaciéon basica gratuita y
reforzar los mecanismos de rehabilitacién y reintegracién de las victimas. Solo mediante
acciones concretas y sostenidas sera posible avanzar hacia la eliminacién de las peores formas
de trabajo infantil y garantizar a la infancia siria un futuro seguro digno y libre de explotacion.

Presidenta - Vamos a pasar el uso de la palabra a la Sra. Laura Ruth Gimenez, portavoz
del Grupo de los Empleadores para que realice su declaracion inicial.

Miembros empleadores (Sra. GIMENEZ) - El presente caso trata sobre la aplicacién,
tanto en la legislacién como en la practica del Convenio en la Republica Arabe Siria. Este
Convenio con ratificacidn universal nos recuerda algo que los miembros empleadores hemos
sefialado reiteradamente en esta Comision: la ratificacidn no implica ni asegura una
implementacion automatica.

En efecto, seguln estimaciones mundiales recientes, millones de nifios siguen atrapados
en el trabajo infantil, y las crisis humanitarias y los conflictos armados amenazan con revertir
afios de progreso en materia de erradicacién del trabajo infantil.

La presente sesién de la Comisidn tiene lugar apenas unos meses después de la adopcion
unanime del Marco de Accion global de Marrakech en la Sexta Conferencia Mundial sobre la
Erradicacién del Trabajo Infantil. Una Declaracidn que llama a un cambio de los enfoques
fragmentados hacia una acciéon transformadora, e integrada, y subraya la contribucién
decisiva de los interlocutores sociales en la prevencidn y eliminacién del trabajo infantil. Los
miembros empleadores estan comprometidos a garantizar que los compromisos asumidos en
Marrakech se traduzcan en acciones concretas.

Es la primera vez que la Comisién examina el caso de la Republica Arabe Siria bajo este
Convenio desde su ratificacion en el afio 2003 y es importante destacar que la Comision de
Expertos ha emitido observaciones consecutivas desde el afio 2020 hasta el 2025, sefialando
graves brechas en el cumplimiento.

Agradecemos al Gobierno por la informacion adicional suministrada, la cual describe una
transformacion fundamental desde principios de 2025. Sin perjuicio de la informacion traida
hasta la Comisién, los comentarios de la Comisién de Expertos ilustran un escenario con
prevalencia no solo de factores de riesgo sino de practicas que representan graves brechas de
cumplimiento del Convenio. Voy a estructurar nuestra posicidn en torno a los cuatro pilares
criticos identificados por la Comision de Expertos.

En primer lugar, sobre el reclutamiento forzoso de nifios para su utilizacién en conflictos
armados, observamos que el Gobierno ha fortalecido su marco legal. La Ley de los Derechos
del Nifio nim. 21, de 2021 prohibe explicitamente el reclutamiento, y el Cédigo Penal
criminaliza estos actos con penas de hasta 20 afios de prision.

Sin embargo, la brecha entre la ley y la practica es alarmante: segun el Informe Anual del
Secretario General de las Naciones Unidas de 2025, se documentaron mas de 1 300 violaciones
graves contra nifios en 2024, verificandose el reclutamiento y uso de 527 nifios por diversas
partes en el conflicto. Resulta de extrema preocupacién para los miembros empleadores que,
segun este informe, a finales de 2024 aproximadamente 1 000 nifios permanecian privados de
la libertad por presunta asociacién con grupos armados. Ademas, cerca de 25 500 nifios con
sospechas de vinculos familiares con grupos armados continlan retenidos en otros
campamentos.

Los miembros empleadores deploramos profundamente el uso de nifios en conflictos
armados. Esta practica no solo es una de las peores formas de trabajo infantil, sino que
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desencadena otras violaciones atroces como secuestros, asesinatos y violencia sexual.
Instamos al Gobierno a asegurar la desmovilizacion inmediata de todos los nifios y a garantizar
que los responsables de su reclutamiento, sin excepcion, sean investigados en profundidad y
sancionados con penas suficientemente disuasorias.

En segundo lugar, sobre las alegaciones de venta y trata de nifios, prohibidas por el
articulo 3, apartado a) del Convenio, la Comision de Expertos ha expresado su profunda
preocupacion por la prevalencia de la trata de nifios en Siria. El informe conjunto de las
Naciones Unidas de 2024 identifica patrones de trata interna y transfronteriza, incluyendo el
secuestro y traslado de nifias para fines de explotacién sexual. Estos actos se han observado
tanto en entornos de conflicto como dentro de los campamentos del noreste del pais.

Tomamos nota de la reactivacién del Comité Nacional para la Lucha contra la Trata de
Personas y del nuevo Plan de Accién Nacional 2024-2026. Sin embargo, la gravedad de los
hechos documentados exige una respuesta judicial robusta. Es imperativo que el Gobierno
intensifique las medidas para prevenir el comercio de personas y asegure que los nifios
victimas sean tratados como tales y reciban proteccion y rehabilitacién especializada.

En tercer lugar, corresponde analizar las alegaciones sobre la insercidn social de los nifios
victimay el acceso a la educacién basica gratuita. Los miembros empleadores subrayamos que
la educacion es la herramienta preventiva mas eficaz contra el trabajo infantil. La Comision de
Expertos ha observado con gravedad que las hostilidades han devastado el sistema educativo:
solo en el noroeste de Siria, se estima que mas de 1000 escuelas resultaron dafiadas o
quedaron fuera de servicio.

Recibimos con interés y con optimismo la informacién del Gobierno sobre la reapertura
de 2 236 escuelas y el retorno de 500 000 nifios a las aulas mediante la campafia “Todos por la
Educacion” en 2025, pero destacamos que el desafio sigue siendo inmenso. El clima de
inseguridad y la destruccion de infraestructura siguen privando a miles de nifios de su derecho
fundamental a la educacién. Alentamos al Gobierno a redoblar esfuerzos para aumentar la
matricula y reducir las tasas de desercion, especialmente entre las nifias, cuya educacién es
clave para prevenir el matrimonio infantil y la explotacién laboral.

Por ultimo, en cuanto a las obligaciones de asistencia directa para la rehabilitacion e
integracion social de los nifios, los miembros empleadores queremos recordar que la
eliminacion efectiva de las peores formas de trabajo infantil requiere medidas con plazos
definidos para la rehabilitacion de las victimas. Tomamos nota con interés del desarrollo del
Plan de Accién Nacional (2022) para abordar la situacion de los nifios victimas del
reclutamiento militar y la reciente creacién de una Comisidon Nacional de Investigacion para
abordar los crimenes contra la infancia. Sin embargo, llamamos la atencién sobre la ausencia
de informacion detallada sobre la implementacion del Plan de Accién Nacional, en especial
sobre los resultados de esta iniciativa y el nUmero de nifios y nifias efectivamente reintegrados.

Los miembros empleadores hacemos propio el llamado de las Naciones Unidas para que
las autoridades faciliten la implementaciéon de programas de reintegracién en coordinacién
con la comunidad internacional. Es fundamental que los ex nifios combatientes y las victimas
de trata reciban apoyo psicosocial integral y formacion profesional que les permita una
transicion efectiva hacia una vida civil productiva.

Para finalizar, queremos recordar que el enjuiciamiento de los responsables y la retirada
de nifios de las peores formas de trabajo infantil constituyen medidas urgentes e ineludibles,
pero no constituyen soluciones auténomas. Para que estas medidas tengan efectos
sostenidos, es necesario que estén acompafadas de estrategias mas amplias dirigidas a
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abordar las causas profundas y los factores de riesgo que dan lugar al trabajo infantil. Esto
implica invertir en educacion gratuita y de calidad; crear un entorno propicio para las empresas
sostenibles que generen trabajo decente para los adultos; y reducir la vulnerabilidad
socioeconoémica de las familias en el pais. La eliminacién del trabajo infantil y las condiciones
para el desarrollo econémico sostenible son elementos que se refuerzan mutuamente: no se
puede lograr uno sin el otro.

Los miembros empleadores reconocen plenamente la gravedad excepcional del contexto
del entramado socio-productivo de Siria en tanto el conflicto armado sostenido, la crisis
humanitaria, el desplazamiento masivo de poblacién y la debilidad de las instituciones han
confluido para generar condiciones que afectan de manera profunda y sistematica los
derechos de la infancia.

Por ello esperamos que el compromiso del Gobierno esté a la altura de la tarea, y lo
alentamos a seguir avanzando y a recibir asistencia técnica de la OIT para abordar estos
desafios y continuar reportando sobre el caso, asi como a involucrar a los actores sociales en
el disefio e implementacion de estrategias integrales, con el objetivo de que el préximo
informe a la Comision de Expertos refleje avances concretos, verificables y significativos en la
proteccién de los nifios y las nifias de la Republica Arabe Siria.

Presidenta - Vamos a pasar el uso de la palabra al Sr. Darwish Nassan, quien habla en
representacién de los trabajadores de la Republica Arabe de Siria.

Interpretation from Arabic: Worker member, Syrian Arab Republic (Mr NASSAN) - As
regards the Convention, we reaffirm our commitment to its objectives and we believe that the
observations from the report of the Committee of Experts which included the Syrian Arab
Republic on the list of individual cases are, in fact, observations based on data and facts that
go back to the period before 2024. That period is a very dark episode in our history during
which institutions did not carry out their responsibilities and corruption and destruction
reigned. Today we are very much aware that child labour is not just a violation of their rights
but it is a crime against the future generations of children. For this reason, our Federation
together with its partners, considers the elimination of child labour to be a priority We have a
different institutional approach now founded on the rule of law, respect of human rights and
the strengthening of justice.

For this reason, and in accordance with the principles of international cooperation and
our obligations under international labour standards, we do not seek to justify the practices of
the past. We are rather looking at how to strengthen compliance with international standards.
To this end, a number of measures have been taken. Workers' organizations have
strengthened their oversight role. For example, our trade unions are looking into the issue of
child labour and child exploitation by carrying out inspections of workplaces. Trade unions
have also participated in reactivating the National Committee to Combat Trafficking. We have
participated in the development of economic support programmes.

Such programmes aim to extend the social security and improve salaries and draft
assistance programmes for vulnerable families. On the question related to education and
vocational training and social integration, the Federation of Trade Unions is working on a
certain number of measures. Firstly, supporting initiatives aiming at returning children to
school and promoting their continued education. We also contribute to the development of
vocational training programmes and support the implementation of a national case
management system to address situations of child labour. We are also participating in a
national campaign “All for Education” which has facilitated the return of children to school and
supported, the re-education of a number of children and the reopening of schools.
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Combating the worst forms of child labour in a country such as the Syrian Arab Republic,
which is undergoing a period of recovery, requires support and cooperation from all
parties. For this reason, the trade union movement is working hand in hand with all partners
and is trying to strengthen social dialogue and cooperation in the concrete application of the
Convention in order to build a future that is founded on decent work and social justice. We
believe that including the Syrian Arab Republic on the list of individual cases of the CAS does
not reflect the considerable progress that has been made and does not take into account the
measures that have been recently applied.

At the same time, we reaffirm our continued cooperation with our national social partners
with a view to continuing the process we have begun and we also reaffirm that we are open to
all forms of positive and constructive cooperation with the ILO and its different mechanisms.

On behalf of the millions of Syrian workers and on behalf of every child who was deprived
of his or her childhood in the past, we hope that the clarification that we have just provided
during the session will be taken into consideration and we hope that you will support us in
rebuilding of a new Syrian Arab Republic that is founded on respecting human rights and
strengthening the rule of law.

Presidenta - Pasamos el uso de la palabra al Mr. Mohamed Alserkeek, quien habla en
representacién de un grupo de paises arabes.

Interpretation from Arabic: Government member, Libya (Mr ALSERKEEK) - We welcome
the report of the Committee of Experts and we take due note of the comments made by the
Government which reflects its commitment to fulfil its obligations under the provisions of the
Convention.

We have taken due note of the evolving situation, which shows that there is a clear political
will in the country to pursue an institutional path grounded in respect for its own sovereignty
and the rule of law and the strengthening of human rights. These developments demonstrate
to what degree the measures adopted are to be encouraged. Particular attention should be
given to some examples. Care centres have received children; these official centres providing
a number of vital services such as rehabilitation, social support, education and health children.
The involvement of children in armed groups is a phenomenon against which the authorities
are working using a robust legal framework.

Other examples include the number of schools that have reopened their doors to pupils.
The Government is redoubling its efforts in the area of labour inspection in a number of sectors
and at the national level we are seeing campaigns against begging and the exploitation of
children related to it. National mechanisms have been established to combat trafficking,
particularly of children.

So, these are measures that should all be born in mind as they illustrate that the
Government is working towards a package of institutional reform which will certainly enable
the country to better overcome its challenges. So, the Government needs support for
institutional stability and national reform to be carried out.

These are steps that we are seeing can lead the reform for social justice and the respect
of children’s rights. Encouraging this path is the best way of ensuring sustainable respect of
international labour standards.

Presidenta - Pasamos el uso de la palabra a la Sra. Natalia Andreou Panayiotou, quien
habla en representacion del Gobierno de Chipre y de la Union Europea.
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European Union and its Member States, Cyprus (Ms ANDREOU PANAYIOTOU) - I
speak on behalf of the European Union (EU) and its Member States. The candidate countries
North Macedonia, Montenegro, Albania, Republic of Moldova, the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) country Norway, member of the European Economic Area, as well as the
United Kingdom align themselves with this statement.

The EU and its Member States are committed to the promotion, protection, respect and
fulfilment of human rights including labour rights and the fight against child labour in its worst
forms, as enshrined in the Convention.

We promote universal ratification and effective implementation of fundamental ILO
Conventions and support the ILO in developing and promoting international labour standards
and supervising their application.

The EU and its Member States take note of the profound political change in the Syrian
Arab Republic marked by the end of the Assad regime and the establishment of a transitional
Government and new governmental institutions in the Syrian Arab Republic.

We recognize the efforts taken by the transitional Government to regain full control of its
territory and at the same time assume serious international responsibilities and obligations
despite an ongoing complex political, social and economic situation and the still present legacy
of decades of war and dictatorship.

Against this background we welcome the Government's information on the measures
taken aimed at preventing and criminalizing the recruitment and use of children in armed
conflict. We also note the 2025 annual report of the UN Secretary-General on children and
armed conflict reporting an 18 per cent decrease of children used in armed conflict from 2023
to 2024.

We strongly urge the transitional Government to ensure that forced recruitment of
children under 18 years of age into armed forces does not occur. We call on the Government
to ensure that thorough investigations and robust prosecutions of all persons who forcibly
recruit children under 18 years of age for use in armed conflict are carried out and that
sufficiently effective and dissuasive penalties are imposed in practice.

In line with the Committee of Experts’ requests, we call on the Government to ensure that
the sale and trafficking of children under 18 years of age for sexual and labour exploitation
does not occur and to provide information on the measures taken in this regard. We call on
the transitional Government to ensure that thorough investigations and robust prosecutions
are carried out for persons who engage in the trafficking of children and that sufficiently
effective and dissuasive sanctions are imposed.

We express deep concern at the large number of children who are still deprived of access
to education for reasons of insecurity prevailing in the country and we encourage the
transitional Government to ensure that all necessary measures to improve access to free basic
education for all children and in particular for girls, children in rural areas and in areas affected
by the conflict are taken, by increasing the school enrolment and attendance rates at the
primary and lower secondary levels and by decreasing the dropout rates.

We recommend to the transitional Government to take effective and time-bound
measures to prevent the engagement of children in armed conflict and to rehabilitate and
integrate former child combatants.
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We acknowledge the additional information submitted by the transitional Government
and we strongly encourage it to follow up on the measures laid out to fully implement the
Convention in law and in practice.

We encourage further exchanges between the transitional Government and the ILO with
a view to implementing the recommendations of the Committee of Experts and making use of
technical assistance.

The EU and its Member States will continue to follow the situation closely and remain
committed to supporting the effective application of fundamental labour standards.

Presidenta - Damos ahora la palabra a la Sra. Elise Hansbury, miembro gubernamental
del Canada que hablara en representacion del Canada, Japdén y Suiza.

Government member, Canada (Ms HANSBURY) - I have the honour of speaking on
behalf of Japan, Switzerland and my own country, Canada.

We thank the Committee of Experts for its detailed observations and welcome the
transitional Government's efforts to submit its report in 2025, noting that its previous report
was issued in 2017.

We also thank the transitional Government and take note of the additional information
provided in advance of the work of this Committee. We welcome all measures established to
combat child labour including the legislative and institutional reforms to guarantee children’s
rights and the establishment of the National Investigative Commission tasked with addressing
crimes committed against children by the Assad regime.

At the same time, we remain concerned by the Committee of Experts’ report which notes
the ongoing recruitment and use of children in armed conflict, the deprivation of liberty of
children associated with these groups, as well as the trafficking of children, including for
purposes of sexual exploitation.

Achieving a reduction in human trafficking requires a sustained effort and we strongly
encourage the transitional Government to strengthen its national and institutional
frameworks to ensure that any perpetrator who has committed crimes against children is
brought to justice.

We therefore call on the transitional Government to accelerate the implementation of all
measures to:

e ensure the full and immediate demobilization of all children from armed groups and prevent
any further recruitment;

e to carry out thorough investigations and prosecution of those responsible for recruiting or
exploiting children and ensure the use of effective and dissuasive penalties;

e to intensify efforts to prevent and eliminate the trafficking of children including by
strengthening victim identification, protections and rehabilitation measures; and

e to continue to provide concrete and updated information to the ILO on investigations,
prosecutions, convictions and penalties imposed.

We note the measures taken to improve access to education, including with the support
of international partners, and we welcome the latest results achieved by the “All for Education”
campaign. However, we remain deeply concerned by the impact of conflict on educational
infrastructures and access to education as we see continued attacks on schools and high
numbers of out-of-school children.
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We therefore urge the transitional Government to continue to take time-bound measures
to ensure access to free, safe and quality education for all children as a key step to prevent the
worst forms of child labour.

We stress the importance of rehabilitation and social integration of children affected by
armed conflict, including former child soldiers, and encourage continued cooperation with the
United Nations in this regard.

We welcome the transitional Government's continued engagement with the ILO and the
broader United Nations system in support of stabilization and peace. We highlight the recent visit
of the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict to Syria
in February 2026.

We strongly encourage the transitional Government to make full use of ILO technical
assistance to ensure the effective protection and respect of children’s rights and, in this
respect, we welcome the transitional Government's request in its official submission for
support for training of trainers and provision of technical, logistical and advisory support.

Presidenta - Voy a dar la palabra a la Sra. Corinne Vargha que tiene un anuncio.

Representative of the Secretary-General (Ms VARGHA, Director of the International
Labour Standards Department) - As we announced yesterday, we will on the occasion of the
centenary of the Committee this year take a picture of the entire Committee, which traditionally
the other committees do and we never do because we are here every year, but this year is not
a year like every year. So, we thought that, let us also have a collective picture of the
Committee.

So, I had seen the photographer come in. He then left the room. So, we are going to check
where he is. The idea is that he will go in the gallery and take a picture of all of us collectively
here. I have asked all the Secretariat support staff as well to join us. So, you will see my
colleagues coming in the back.

And clearly, I mean, we will stop the discussion of the country case at this moment and
we will resume it in the afternoon. As soon as I see my colleagues and the photographer, I will
be able to tell you a little bit more.

Se levanto la sesion a las 12.56 horas.
The sitting closed at 12.56 a.m.

La séance est levée a 12 h 56.
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Decimonovena sesion, 9 de junio de 2026, 15.07 horas
Nineteenth sitting, 9 June 2026, 3.07 p.m.
Dix-neuviéme séance, 9 juin 2026, 15 h 07

Presidenta: Sra. L6pez
Chairperson: Ms Lépez
Présidente: M™ Lépez

Trabajos de la Comision

La acta relativa a la discusion de la sesién especial de Myanmar se adoptd, en su tenor
modificado.

Work of the Committee

PV - Special sitting Myanmar is adopted, as amended.

Travaux de la commission

La commission a adopté le PV relatif a la discussion de la session spéciale du Myanmar, tel
qu'amendé.

Discusion de los casos individuales (cont.)
Discussion of individual cases (cont.)
Discussion des cas individuels (suite)

Republica Arabe Siria (ratificacion: 2003) (cont.)

Convenio sobre las peores formas de trabajo infantil, 1999 (nGm. 182)
Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention, 1999 (No. 182)
Convention (n°182) sur les pires formes de travail des enfants, 1999

Presidenta - Buenas tardes, les ruego que tomen, por favor, asiento. Vamos a comenzar
las labores de la tarde de hoy con un anuncio.

Antes de continuar nuestras labores les informo que los proyectos de PV (verbatim)
relativos a la discusion del caso Panama sobre el Convenio sobre la libertad sindical y la
proteccién del derecho de sindicacién, 1948 (num. 87) y de Papua Nueva Guinea sobre el
Convenio sobre igualdad de remuneracién, 1951 (nim. 100) y el Convenio sobre la
discriminacion (empleo y ocupacién), 1958 (num. 111), asi como el caso de Bosnia y
Herzegovina sobre el Convenio sobre el servicio del empleo, 1948 (nim. 88), el Convenio sobre
la politica del empleo, 1964 (nim. 122) y el Convenio sobre las agencias de empleo privadas,
1997 (ndm. 181) estan disponibles en la pagina web de la Comisién. Los miembros de la
Comisién pueden presentar enmiendas a sus propias intervenciones en estos proyectos de
PV (verbatim) ante la secretaria de la Comision hasta el miércoles 10 de junio a las 15 horas.

Les invito a leer el anexo III del documento D.1 sobre el procedimiento de enmienda a los
proyectos de actas literales.
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Me gustaria también informarles que el plazo para la presentacidon de enmiendas del
PV (verbatim) relativo a la discusién de la sesion especial de Myanmar se termind, por lo tanto
dicho PV con las respectivas enmiendas, se adopta.

Continuando con la lista de oradores del caso 19, relativo a la Republica Arabe Siria, vamos
ahora a dar la palabra al Sr. Osama Qambar, quien habla en representacién de los trabajadores
de Bahrein.

Interpretation from Arabic: Worker member, Bahrain (Mr QAMBAR) - Child labour is a
societal issue which requires national and international efforts. We should recognize that child
labour is not a new phenomenon in the Syrian Arab Republic. The situation has deteriorated
clearly as a result of the economic and social situation.

In the aftermath of the fall of the previous regime, the country has faced considerable
challenges, including unemployment, poverty, damaged infrastructure, and limited access to
basic services. This means that many families have been compelled to rely on the income
generated by their children in order to survive. This reality has been documented in numerous
reports over recent years. Years of conflict have led to widespread displacement, the
destruction of livelihoods and severe economic hardship as reflected by many reports in
previous years.

With the changes that have been documented and the efforts made at the national level
to rebuild institutions and the rule of law, we note positive progress and a reduction in child
labour over previous years. There are still challenges but progress on the ground should be
encouraged by us and supported as we see efforts to continue to combat child labour.

Our firm belief is that this is not a matter that should just be limited to comments or
criticisms. It has to be turned into genuine support for the Syrian Arab Republic to allow it to
continue with its efforts and ensure that there is schooling, social services and a decent life for
its children. We call on the International Labour Organization and all partner organizations to
continue supporting the Syrian Arab Republic so that it in turn can continue with its national
efforts, strengthening the programmes covering children and the most vulnerable groups and
further build the educational institutions to effectively fight child labour and help future
generations look to a better future

Presidenta - Damos ahora la palabra al Sr. Abdulghani Alsayegh, quien habla en
representacion de los empleadores de la Arabia Saudita.

Interpretation from Arabic: Employer member, Saudi Arabia (Mr ALSAYEGH) - We must
be realistic and transparent on the situation in the Syrian Arab Republic today. As a result of
what happened with the previous government, the situation is very serious and the Syrian
society has suffered from many violations particularly children since 2025. We have a new
Government who has demonstrated that they are working hard to rise to the challenge. They
have submitted additional information in May 2026 which demonstrates that they really are
taking action with regard to international labour standards.

Now, with regard to Articles 3 and 7 in Paragraph A, recruitment of children by armed
groups, the report notes that there are violations. These violations took place during the rule
of the previous Government, and the new Government has indicated that since 2025, they have
been working hard on this. Therefore, it is not fair to penalize the new Government for acts
they are not responsible for because the new Government is quite simply not responsible for
these acts and they have demonstrated that they can apply the standards and legislation in an
effective manner. Secondly, with regard to human trafficking, the new Government has stated
that they have a new national action plan to combat human trafficking.
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Regarding Article 7(a) on access to basic education, we agree that access to education is
a fundamental right in the country. In the Syrian Arab Republic, we have got many poets and
other well-known literary figures who have left a legacy for the world. Therefore, we all know
that education is very important. The Government has also made it clear that it is taking
measures to strengthen its educational system and ensure that it really is a right enjoyed by
all. The Government has also said that approximately 500,000 children have returned to school
and over 2,000 new schools have been opened and 38,000 teachers have been recruited with
the new Government.

Next, we are talking about social reinsertion. Here we would like to say that the Syrian
people suffered considerably. There was mass destruction and many injured and today the
Syrian people require social reinsertion measures, and the report makes it very clear that the
new Syrian Government has made it a priority with their 2025 National Action Plan.

We believe we should allow the new Government to continue to act in accordance with
international labour standards. I am fully confident that the Government will continue to work
in accordance with principles of transparency and we all have the right to a second chance.
Therefore, we think that the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic should be given the
chance to bring peace and prosperity for their people. Therefore, bearing in mind all of the
positive developments we have mentioned, we would like to ask the Committee to give the
new Syrian Government a chance to prove themselves and we call on the Organization also to
provide technical assistance.

Presidenta - Voy a dar ahora la palabra al Sr. Sirr Alkhatim Alam Mohammed, quien habla
en representacion de los trabajadores del Sudan.

Interpretation from Arabic: Worker member, The Sudan (Mr MOHAMMED) - The
delegation of Sudanese Workers is looking closely at the situation in the Syrian Arab Republic
relating to the application of the Convention. We support the efforts of the Government in
cooperation with social partners and particularly the General Confederation of Workers in the
Syrian Arab Republic to combat this scourge. We have looked closely at the trade union reports
that reflect a willingness to respect the need for further work with the supervisory mechanisms
in order to reintegrate affected children into education, training and work We welcome the
ongoing efforts in the National Committee to review policy in this area and their contributions
to promote decent work and social protection. We also welcome its effort to examine the social
and economic factors that push children into work.

Addressing the worst forms of child labour requires the consideration of the exceptional
circumstances and the social and economic challenges that the Syrian Arab Republic has
experienced in recent years which engenders an impact on families and on the labour market.
The most effective approach is supporting national efforts, promoting technical cooperation
and capacity building rather than just providing observations and that is why we welcome
cooperation between the government and the ILO and social partners.

We would like to see technical assistance, including initiatives aimed at strengthening
labour inspection services and building the capacity of labour inspectors. At the same time,
efforts should continue to expand social protection, improve access to education and
vocational training, and enhance the capacity and autonomy of trade unions so that they can
play an active role in identifying and reporting violations. The General Confederation of Trade
Unions in Sudan would like to express its solidarity with the workers and trade unions in the
Syrian Arab Republic and supports all efforts to protect children from exploitation to ensure
that they can enjoy their fundamental rights to education, development and a decent life.
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Presidenta - Pasamos la palabra al Sr. Adnan Alshammari, quien habla en representacion
del Gobierno de la Arabia Saudita.

Interpretation from Arabic: Government member, Saudi Arabia (Mr ALSHAMMARI) - We
would like to state that there is a need to put this case in the national context. We need to see
that there are public institutions that are currently being rebuilt after years of conflict and the
consequences of the conflict are still visible. The Syrian Arab Republic is going to need time
and support in order to build its institutions The country would benefit from continued
technical assistance to strengthen and complement its national capacities. We are grateful for
all of the efforts undertaken by the Government to build their institutions and to improve the
situation of children and provide the basic services that they need. These efforts are
particularly important in addressing the consequences of years of conflict and instability. We
welcome the fact that the Government is open to technical assistance from the ILO because
dialogue and assistance are the way to get sustainable progress. The current challenges facing
the Government at the moment require ongoing efforts to ensure social protection in order to
combat the worst forms of child labour and to restore national institutions. We underscore the
importance of the comments from the Committee yet at the same time we think it is very
important not to lose sight of the current situation in the Syrian Arab Republic and recognize
that they need technical assistance in order to achieve stability and bring about reforms.

We support any solution that will bring stability and prosperity to our brother country of
the Syrian Arab Republic.

Presidenta - Pasamos ahora la palabra a la Sra. Mathilde Frapard, quien habla en
representaciéon de los trabajadores de Francia.

Membre travailleuse, France (M™ FRAPARD) - Nous soulevons une question a la fois
documentée et urgente: en Syrie, le travail des enfants dans le secteur de la construction et de
la reconstruction constitue un risque qui s'étend a mesure que les investissements
internationaux s'accélérent.

La Syrie fait face a des dommages infrastructurels estimés a dix fois son produit intérieur
brut (PIB). A mesure que la reconstruction prend de I'ampleur - avec le rétablissement du
financement de la Banque mondiale a la suite de I'apurement des arriérés syriens en mai 2025
et I'engagement de I'Union européenne (UE) de 620 millions d'euros pour 2026-27 -la
construction est devenue l'un des principaux secteurs attirant les enfants travailleurs. Des
témoignages de terrain de janvier 2025 font état d'enfants travaillant sur des sites bombardés,
extrayant du fer de batiments détruits, portant de lourdes charges et manceuvrant des
machines sans aucun équipement de protection. Un témoignage décrit un garcon de 17 ans
tué lorsqu'un batiment s'est effondré sur lui. Ce gargon avait quitté I'école apreés avoir perdu
toute sa famille dans le conflit. C'est le visage humain de l'inimaginable qui se produit lorsque
l'inspection du travail est absente et que la protection des enfants n'atteint pas les chantiers.

A l'échelle mondiale, 13 pour cent des enfants travailleurs ceuvrent dans l'industrie, dont
la construction. En Syrie, la pauvreté de masse, les écoles détruites et une économie de
reconstruction en rapide expansion créent des conditions propices a I'exploitation des enfants
sur les chantiers.

Nous tenons a souligner que le programme Travail décent pour la paix de I'OIT d'avril
2026 intégre la prévention du travail des enfants et la formation en sécurité et santé au travail
pour les entrepreneurs de reconstruction. Ce programme est un modele positif qui devrait étre
étendu.
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Nous exhortons le gouvernement a déployer son systéme d'inspection du travail sur les
chantiers, en particulier ceux financés par des fonds publics. Nous appelons également le
gouvernement a veiller a ce que le ministére des Affaires sociales et du Travail élabore des
protocoles spécifiques pour identifier et protéger les enfants dans I|'économie de la
reconstruction. Enfin, nous appelons le gouvernement a faire rapport a la commission
d'experts sur les inspections menées, les violations constatées et les sanctions imposées.

Presidenta - Pasamos la palabra al Sr. Shah Nazar Khan, quien habla en representacion
del Gobierno del Pakistan.

Government member, Pakistan (Mr KHAN) - Pakistan acknowledges the ongoing
efforts of the Government to strengthen child protection and advance reforms in line with its
obligations under the Convention. We recognize the significant measures undertaken by the
current authorities as well as the Government’s constructive engagement and cooperation
with the ILO. The Government of Pakistan supports a constructive balance and objective
consideration of this individual case, taking into account the ongoing reforms and evolving
circumstances in the Syrian Arab Republic.

We emphasize the importance of dialogue, technical cooperation and respect for national
circumstances in promoting international labour standards.

Presidenta - Pasamos ahora la palabra al Sr. Souleymane Diallo, que habla en nombre
de los trabajadores del Senegal.

Membre travailleur, Sénégal (M. DIALLO) - Nous abordons la question de la violence
sexuelle contre les enfants en République arabe syrienne - une violation grave qui recoupe
directement les pires formes de travail des enfants au titre des articles 3 a) et b) de la
convention, et que la commission d'experts a signalée avec la plus vive préoccupation.

La violence sexuelle contre les enfants est une caractéristique persistante du conflit
syrien, perpétrée par de multiples parties. Le rapport 2026 du Secrétaire général des Nations
Unies sur la violence sexuelle liée aux conflits a documenté qu'en 2025 les survivants
continuaient a faire face a de graves obstacles structurels d'accés a la justice: des craintes pour
leur sécurité, la stigmatisation sociale, et un effondrement quasi total des services médicaux
et psychologiques dans les zones touchées. Des factions opérant sous I'Armée nationale
syrienne ont été impliquées dans des cas décrits comme des violations graves.

La note d'information pays du gouvernement britannique de mars 2026 confirme que,
aussi récemment qu'en ao(t 2025 le Conseil de sécurité des Nations Unies a constaté
gu'aucune mesure efficace ou durable n'avait été prise pour prévenir la violence sexuelle
contre les enfants ou garantir la responsabilisation des auteurs.

Nous reconnaissons une évolution significative de la part des nouvelles autorités. A la
suite de la création de la Commission nationale pour la justice transitionnelle, les autorités
syriennes ont participé a des ateliers a Damas en 2025, spécifiquement axés sur la garantie de
mesures de justice transitionnelle pour la violence sexuelle liée aux conflits, y compris la
responsabilité pénale. Les autorités ont par la suite sollicité un soutien supplémentaire de
I'Organisation des Nations Unies (ONU) en 2026. Nous saluons cet engagement comme un
signal concret d'engagement.

Cependant, les lacunes structurelles demeurent graves. Les services médicaux et
psychologiques destinés aux survivants sont notoirement insuffisants. Les crimes sont
sous-déclarés en raison de la stigmatisation et de la peur. Les mécanismes de
responsabilisation en sont a leurs balbutiements.
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Nous exhortons le gouvernement a veiller a ce que les mécanismes de justice
transitionnelle couvrent pleinement les crimes de violence sexuelle commis contre des
enfants. Nous exhortons le gouvernement a veiller a ce que les auteurs soient poursuivis et
fassent I'objet de sanctions effectives et dissuasives. Et nous exhortons le gouvernement a
veiller a ce que les enfants victimes aient accés a des services médicaux, psychologiques et
juridiques dans toutes les régions touchées, et a faire rapport a la commission d'experts sur
les mesures prises et les résultats obtenus.

Presidenta - Pasamos la palabra a el Sr. Abdellah Kmimech, que habla en representacion
del Gobierno de Marruecos.

Interprétation de [l'arabe: Membre gouvernemental, Maroc (M.KMIMECH) -
Permettez-moi d'emblée d'exprimer ma gratitude au gouvernement syrien pour les
informations détaillées et utiles fournies. Ces informations reflétent une volonté claire de
travailler avec les mécanismes de I'OIT et dans le lancement d'un processus de réforme qui
vise a renforcer la protection des enfants et a faire respecter les normes internationales
pertinentes.

Nous saluons le rdle vital joué par la commission d'experts et la Commission de
I'application des normes comme étant deux mécanismes essentiels pour accompagner les
Etats Membres dans le renforcement du respect des normes internationales et pour ancrer les
principes du travail décent et la justice sociale.

La déclaration marocaine prend en considération la spécificité du cas syrien et la situation
que vit le pays, des changements, des transformations politiques institutionnelles profondes.
Cela pose des défis humanitaires et sociaux graves.

Voila pourquoi nous voyons que I'examen de ce cas doit se faire avec un esprit objectif et
équilibré, tout en prenant en considération les observations de la commission d'experts, d'un
cOté, et les efforts déployés sur le terrain, d'un autre.

Dans ce contexte, nous saluons la volonté ferme exprimée par le gouvernement syrien
d'effacer les traces du passé, notamment par le biais du renforcement de I'état de droit, la
protection des droits de 'homme, la reconstruction des institutions de I'Etat, le renforcement
de la coopération avec I'OIT.

Nous saluons également les mesures concretes prises dans le domaine de la protection
des enfants: garantir leur intégration sociale et mettre un terme aux pires formes de leur
exploitation.

Le Royaume du Maroc exprime son profond attachement a la protection des enfants des
pires formes du travail. Voila pourquoi nous voyons que l'appui a la stabilité institutionnelle et
la réforme nationale en Syrie va contribuer directement a la protection des enfants, a
consolider la justice sociale et a faire respecter les droits fondamentaux au travail.

Pour conclure, le Royaume du Maroc réitére son plein soutien au processus de réforme
entrepris par la Syrie. Nous appelons I'OIT a poursuivre le soutien technique et le soutien pour
renforcer les capacités nationales pour les efforts prometteurs déployés. Cette aide va garantir
au peuple syrien, notamment ses enfants, une transition sans heurts vers un avenir plus
equitable et qui garantit la dignité humaine.

Presidenta - Pasamos el uso de la palabra a la Sra. Zihua Zhong, quien habla en
representacién del Gobierno de China.

Interpretation from Chinese: Government member, China (Ms ZHONG) - China thanks the
Syrian representative for the information shared.
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The Middle East is currently facing sustained tensions with negative impacts spreading
and seriously undermining regional peace and stability. As an important country in the region,
the Syrian Arab Republic faces the daunting task of post-conflict reconstruction. The Syrian
people have endured prolonged war and suffering. They urgently desire peace and
development.

We note that the Government is committed to constructive cooperation with the ILO and
its supervisory mechanisms and has made active efforts in child protection, the elimination of
child labour and other areas.

China believes that the Syrian Arab Republic’s transition process should be Syrian-led and
its future can only be decided by the Syrian people. The Syrian Arab Republic has a weak
economic foundation and restoring state order, particularly improving child protection
systems and mechanisms, will take some time. Therefore, we call on the Governing Body to
strengthen engagement with the Government and provide technical assistance based on the
country’'s actual needs, helping it to further align its national legislation and practice with the
ILO obligations and steadily enhance its compliance capacity.

Presidenta - Pasamos la palabra al Sr. Khaled Alfanatseh, que habla en representacion
de los trabajadores de Jordania.

Interpretation from Arabic: Government member, Jordan (Mr ALFANATSEH) - Today we
address a category of children that is being looked at under Convention No. 182 and these
children are being considered specific risk. We are talking about internally displaced children
after more than 14 years of conflict. Displacement is not an emergency in the Syrian Arab
Republic. It is a structural reality and it is one that places millions of children in conditions of
acute vulnerability to the worst forms of child labour. The scale is staggering.

Millions of children have experienced violence firsthand, witnessed the killing of family
members or been separated from their parents. Displacement furthermore drives families into
poverty, destroys access to education and dismantles the social protection networks that
ordinarily shield children from exploitation. When a family loses its livelihood, children become
earners. When schools are destroyed or inaccessible, children fill their hours with work and
when communities are fragmented, traffickers recruited and those who profit from child
labour move in. The Committee of Experts has specifically flagged that internally displaced
children face heightened risks of child labour resulting from loss of parental livelihood,
trafficking, sexual and gender-based violence and early and forced marriage.

These are not isolated risks either. They are interconnected, mutually reinforcing and
overwhelmingly concentrated among the most vulnerable children in the Syrian Arab Republic
today. We note that the Government has taken steps to reach displaced children through
education campaigns and case-management mechanisms and we encourage these efforts to
continue and expand the operationalization of protection structures that orient vulnerable
children towards support rather than punitive responses is precisely the right approach and
should be applied systematically across all displacement settings.

We urge the Government to ensure that child protection services actively reach internally
displaced children in all areas including informal settlements and hard-to-access zones. We
urge the Government to ensure that displaced children are prioritized in education,
psychosocial support and reintegration programmes and we urge the Government to report
to the Committee of Experts with data for these children.

Presidenta - Pasamos el uso de la palabra al Sr. Belgacem Tabai, quien habla en
representacién del Gobierno de Argelia.



» CAN/PV.19 21

Interprétation de l'arabe: Membre gouvernemental, Algérie (M. TABAI) - L'Algérie
souligne l'importance de respecter les dispositions des conventions ratifiées. Nous croyons
aussi que le dialogue constructif et la coopération entre les Etats Membres et les organes de
I'OIT constituent le meilleur moyen pour relever les défis en examen.

A cet égard, 'Algérie encourage le Bureau a continuer de fournir le soutien et I'assistance
technique a la République arabe syrienne. Ceci va contribuer a renforcer ses capacités
nationales et a accompagner ses efforts visant a I'application des dispositions de la convention
et a relever les défis en cours.

Presidenta - Pasamos el uso de la palabra a la Sra. Nina Mjgberg, que habla en
representacion de los trabajadores de Noruega.

Worker member, Norway (Ms MJ@BERG) - I speak on behalf of the Nordic trade unions.
We would like to address the forced recruitment and use of children in armed conflict, one of
the most severe forms of child labour under Article 3 of the Convention. We took careful note
of the information provided by the Government in its written observations: forced recruitment
of children has ceased and military and security service is now strictly voluntary and exclusively
for persons of 18 years and above. Furthermore, a national inquiry commission has been
established to document crimes committed against children and transmit cases to the
competent judicial authorities. We acknowledge these as significant commitments that go in
the right direction.

The legislative framework supports these commitments: Law No. 21 of 2021 on Child
Rights expressly prohibits child recruitment in combat; and section 488 of the Penal Code
provides for 10 to 20 years imprisonment for child recruitment. The 2022 Action Plan, signed
between the Syrian national army and the United Nations to end and prevent child recruitment
is a further concrete step. The new authorities have also agreed with the UN to develop their
own governmental action plan on grave violations against children.

Notwithstanding these positive developments, 527 children were still verified as recruited
and used by various armed factions in 2024. The Committee of Experts has not received
information of any investigation, prosecution or conviction under section 488 of the Penal
Code. The full demobilization of all children from all armed forces and groups has not yet been
confirmed.

We urge the Government to ensure the full and immediate demobilization of all children
still associated with any armed force or group. We urge the Government to ensure that the
national inquiry commission effectively transmits cases to the judicial authorities and that
proceedings are initiated. And we urge the Government to report to the Committee of Experts
on the number of investigations conducted, prosecutions brought, convictions handed down
and penalties imposed in practice.

Presidenta - Pasamos el uso de la palabra a la Sra. Mufleh, quien habla en representacion
del Gobierno de Jordania.

Interprétation de 'arabe: Membre gouvernementale, Jordanie (M™ MUFLEH) - L'OIT
s'intéresse au dialogue et & la coopération entre les mandants tripartites, elle aide les Etats
Membres a honorer leurs engagements conformément a une approche pratique et
constructive qui tient compte de la situation sur le terrain et qui soutient les processus de
réforme.

Ainsi, la Jordanie estime que la commission devrait prendre en considération les
transformations connues par la Syrie au cours de la derniere période, ainsi que les efforts
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fournis par le gouvernement pour traiter les séquelles de la période précédente et garantir la
protection des enfants.

La Jordanie prend note de I'exposé du gouvernement sur les mesures prises pour garantir
la rescolarisation des enfants, le renforcement des mécanismes d'inspection, la lutte contre la
mendicité et l'exploitation, et la création de centres de protection sociale pour les enfants a
risque.

Nous estimons qu'il est nécessaire de garantir la coopération technique avec I'OIT ce qui
permet de renforcer les capacités nationales syriennes et de garantir la conformité a la
convention n° 182. En conclusion nous réaffermons notre soutien au processus de dialogue et
de coopération et nous invitons la commission a adopter une approche équilibrée qui soutient
les réformes et le renforcement des capacités et qui soutient les efforts nationaux
conformément aux rapports présentés par la République arabe syrienne.

Presidenta - Pasamos el uso de la palabra al Sr. Gerald Twala, quien habla en
representacion de los trabajadores de Sudafrica.

Worker member, South Africa (Mr TWALA) - The UN Secretary-General's 2025 Report
on Children in Armed Conflict verified 3,343 grave violations against 3,209 children in the
Syrian Arab Republic, in just over two years. Thousands of children affected by conflict,
trafficking, sexual violence and exploitation are still waiting for comprehensive rehabilitation.
Many are waiting in camps. Many are waiting in silence.

We acknowledge that the current authorities inherited a devastated country and a broken
child protection system. The 2022 National Action Plan for child victims of military recruitment,
the training of officials, the establishment of transitional justice and missing persons bodies
and the orientation of vulnerable children towards protection rather than punitive responses
- these reflect a direction of travel that we do not dismiss. Direction, however, is not yet
destination.

The central challenge is the gap between frameworks and outcomes. The Syrian Arab
Republic has policies. What is not yet visible is evidence that they are working at scale. We are
not aware of comprehensive, verified data on how many children have actually been
rehabilitated, how many reintegrated into their communities, how many are receiving
sustained social support and in which regions services reach - and where they do not. That
absence of data makes accountability impossible.

We urge the Government to implement the 2022 National Action Plan with urgency and
to report to the Committee of Experts with concrete results: numbers, regions, services
delivered. The report of the Committee of Experts urges the Government to ensure that the
transitional justice mechanism explicitly covers crimes committed against children and that
perpetrators face effective and dissuasive sanctions. It also urges the Government to ensure
that no child who has survived conflict, trafficking and exploitation is met with a punitive
response where a protective one is required. The new Government authorities have shown
willingness. What Syria's children now need is capacity turned into delivery and commitment
turned into outcomes.

Presidenta - Pasamos el uso de la palabra al Sr. Saad Muhammad, quien habla en
representacion de los trabajadores del Pakistan.

Worker member, Pakistan (Mr MUHAMMAD) - We address child trafficking in the Syrian
Arab Republic - a worst form of child labour under Articles 3(a) and 3(b) of the Convention, and
one that has reached catastrophic proportions after 14 years of conflict.
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We took note of the Government's written observations. The national anti-trafficking
committee has been reactivated. A new National Action Plan for 2024-2026 has been adopted
with a specific focus on child victims of sexual exploitation. Arrests have been made and
proceedings initiated. These are steps in the right direction. But steps are not enough when
the scale of the crisis demands urgent and sustained actions.

The numbers tell a devastating story. As of January 2025, approximately 25,000 children
remained in Al-Hol and Roj camps in northeastern Syria, some of them unidentified trafficking
victims. More than a decade after the ISIS attack on the Yazidi community, between 2,800 and
3,000 Yazidis remain missing - 1,300 of them children. An estimated 6,000 women and
children, mainly Yazidis, have been sold into sex trafficking. These are not historical footnotes.
They are open wounds.

The forms of trafficking are multiple and overlapping: sexual exploitation in exchange for
food or money; forced early marriage to armed group members leading to sexual slavery;
forced labour in begging rings; and an alarming new form - children in displacement camps
forced to perform for hours on digital platforms, their earnings seized by operators. Child
trafficking in the Syrian Arab Republic has entered the digital age.

The legal framework exists. The 2010 Anti-Trafficking Act, the Child Rights Law of 2021,
and the four-pillar National Plan provide a foundation. But a foundation is only as strong as
what is it built upon.

We urge the Government to report to the Committee of Experts with concrete data on the
2024-2026 Plan: investigations, prosecutions, convictions, and children referred to protection
services. We urge the Government to ensure rehabilitation centres are operational across all
affected governorates. And we urge the Government to address the structural drivers -
displacement, poverty, camp conditions - that leave Syrian children acutely exposed: 25,000
children in camps cannot wait.

Presidenta - Pasamos el uso de la palabra al Sr. Mohammad Alrashidi, quien habla en
representacion de la Confederacion Sindical Internacional.

Interpretation from Arabic: Observer, International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC)
(Mr ALRASHIDI) - A country emerging from over a decade of conflict with shattered
institutions and an immense humanitarian legacy. The return to dialogue with the ILO
supervisory bodies after years of absence is itself a meaningful step. And we do not
underestimate it. The legislative foundations are real. The Child Rights Law of 2021, the Penal
Code provisions imposing ten to 20 years' imprisonment for child recruitment, the 2022
national action plan and the national back to learning campaign which all reflect a genuine
orientation towards protection.

There are still many challenges. And these must now be followed by implementation. The
scale of what remains is immense. In 2024 alone, 1,301 grave violations against 1,205 children
were verified in the Syrian Arab Republic under the former regime. Many children remain out
of school. And all of this requires an immediate and quantifiable answer with specific
outcomes.

We know that the Syrian trade unions are working with the new Government to guarantee
the protection of children against all forms of exploitation. And we urge the new Government
to guarantee the full and immediate demobilization of all children and to end the forced
recruitment of children under 18. We call for thorough investigations and prosecutions with
effective and dissuasive sanctions. We call for the full implementation of the 2022 National
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Action Plan with concrete reporting to the CEACR on children rehabilitated, reintegrated and
receiving psychosocial support.

We also call for children in camps and detention to be treated as victims, not criminals.
And we call for sustained efforts to restore access to free basic education for all children,
particularly girls and those in conflict-affected areas. We encourage the Government to make
full use of ILO assistance in pursuing these objectives. Syria's children, as we know, deserve
support. We believe that the Government should benefit from support from all relevant
international organizations to combat this scourge. The children of the Syrian Arab Republic
have waited too long. And now good faith must be measured in results.

Presidenta - Pasamos el uso de la palabra a la Sra. Martha Rocio Alfonso Bernal, quien
habla en representacion de la Internacional de la Educacion.

Observadora, Internacional de la Educacion (IE) (Sra. ALFONSO BERNAL) - La
Internacional de la Educacion reitera que el acceso a una educacién publica gratuita y de
calidad es clave para prevenir las peores formas de trabajo infantil conforme al Convenio.

Reconocemos los esfuerzos del Gobierno: plan educativo de emergencias, campafas de
estabilizacién, rehabilitacién de escuelas que favorecen el regreso de estudiantes y
profesorado. También valoramos el calendario escolar unificado y la adhesioén a la alianza
mundial por la educacién.

Sin embargo, la situacion sigue siendo critica, miles de escuelas estan dafiadas o
destruidas, millones de nifios siguen fuera del sistema escolar y los ataques contra la
educacién aumentan. El acceso debe ser inclusivo y equitativo, incluyendo la educacién en
lengua materna para evitar la exclusion.

Instamos al Gobierno a acelerar la rehabilitacién escolar, garantizar la reintegracion
educative, especialmente de nifios y nifias desplazadas, aplicar la edad minima de matrimonio
de 18 afios y proporcionar datos desagregados.

Presidenta - No veo mas solicitudes de uso de la palabra. Por lo cual invito ahora al
representante gubernamental de la Republica Arabe Siria, Sr. Hasan Khatib, Director General
de la Organizacién Federal de Seguros Sociales, a que formule sus conclusiones.

Interpretation from Arabic: The Government representative (Mr KHATIB) - We believe
that we have heard an important interactive dialogue which emphasizes the importance of
dialogue and the exchange of expertise in order to ensure the effective application of
international labour standards. The delegation of my Government has listened very closely to
all of the comments and recommendations made during this sitting. We would reiterate that
the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic looks forward to working openly and
transparently in the spirit of constructive cooperation based on our commitment to continuing
reforms and enhancing the respect of relevant international labour standards.

The Syrian delegation has outlined a fundamental reality. The period included in the
report of the Committee of Experts belongs to the past. The serious violations which are
emphasized there ended at the end of that period. Today the approach in the Syrian Arab
Republic is completely different. The Government is working to implement a national approach
to protect the rights of children, safeguard their dignity, promote the rule of law,
accountability, supporting reconstruction efforts and recovery.

We also seek to strengthen collective work and social dialogue among the various
partners. It is for this reason that the delegation I represent asks that due consideration is
given to the national context, as well as the ongoing political and institutional transformation
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when examining this case. What is happening in the Syrian Arab Republic and what happened
in the previous period was a reflection of a genuine determination to apply and consolidate
sustainable relations between workers and employers. We are aware that we have challenges.
The destruction caused by the former regime is not something that can be repaired overnight.
However, what we are seeing today is clear evidence that the current reform process currently
underway in the Syrian Arab Republic is a serious undertaking, as demonstrated by the
following measures: the implementation of projects in schools and access to free basic
education for children, the work on the ground to protect children, the activation of inspection
and case management systems to reinforce social protection and the existence of a clear
political determination to provide effective reports and effectively counter impunity.

We would like to reaffirm that our cooperation with the ILO will continue. We will certainly
benefit from its expertise and technical assistance which will contribute to promoting decent
work, respect of international labour standards, and the achievement of effective social
dialogue in accordance with the commitments of the Government and the requirements of the
national authorities. All of the comments and recommendations from this discussion will be
taken very seriously by the competent national bodies and be considered in the context of a
collective approach with effective social dialogue with representatives of employers and
workers. We will benefit from the effect of these recommendations as we seek to promote
mechanism for promoting the implementation of the Convention as a part of our strategic plan
26/28. We will take home to Damas a message of support and reassurance to the people and
children of the Syrian Arab Republic. We will tell them that the Committee on the Application
of Standards, is working to ensure that children’s rights are protected. We would like to
underline Syria's commitment to cooperating with the ILO, to continuing the development of
administrative legal institutional framework to promote coordination between the various
international partners as we continue partnering and cooperating with the representatives of
workers and employers in the various stages of application.

To conclude, we very much hope that the Committee will take into account the significant
challenges facing the Syrian Arab Republic as well as the reforms that we have managed to put
into place in just a short period of time under very complex circumstances. It is our conviction,
in the interests of fairness and in light of the measures that have already been taken during
the current period, this case should not be included in the list of individual cases. Nevertheless,
we believe that a dialogue and cooperation-based approach would be better to address
recovery and initiate reforms. We open a new chapter today based on reform, recovery and
social protection. Our children remain at the heart of this approach and one of its first
priorities.

For us, the ILO is a key partner in these efforts, and we are confident it will continue to
support us throughout this period of recovery.

Presidenta - Muchas gracias Sr. Khatib por su participacion en las labores de la Comision
y por toda la informacién facilitada. Es el turno de palabra de los dos portavoces, voy a dar la
palabra a la Sra. Laura Giménez, portavoz del Grupo de los Empleadores, para que realice su
declaracion final.

Miembros empleadores - Los miembros empleadores agradecemos la informacién
suministrada, asi como el firme compromiso expresado por el Gobierno y su afirmacién de
fundar su gestién en el respeto de los derechos humanos y el Estado de derecho desde
principios de 2025. Al mismo tiempo, reconocemos la complejidad de la situacién sobre el
terreno y la continuacién de las hostilidades en determinadas partes del pais, tras la transicién
politica de diciembre de 2024.
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En este marco, dada la gravedad extrema y la persistencia de las violaciones
documentadas por los 6rganos de control de la OIT y las Naciones Unidas, no podemos
conformarnos con intenciones. Es imperioso garantizar que las mejoras referidas a las brechas
de cumplimiento con el Convenio estén acompafiadas de medidas que garanticen su pleno
respeto tanto en la ley como en la practica.

Este caso no solo motiva una profunda preocupacion por la violacidn de los derechos de
la infancia, sino que tiene un profundo impacto en la recuperacidon econémica y social de Siria.
Los miembros empleadores creemos firmemente que no puede haber un mercado laboral
sano ni un desarrollo sostenible sobre las espaldas de nifios explotados en la guerra o en la
trata. Por lo tanto, los miembros empleadores recomendamos que las conclusiones de esta
Comisién incluyan los siguientes puntos:

Con respecto a la desmovilizacién de los nifios implicados en conflictos armados, urgimos
al Gobierno a que garantice la liberacién inmediata de todos los nifios asociados con fuerzas
0 grupos armados, asi como los que se encuentran detenidos por presuntos vinculos
familiares con grupos armados, y que asegure investigaciones judiciales robustas que
desemboquen en condenas reales y disuasorias para los reclutadores.

En cuanto a la proteccién de victimas de trata, instamos al Gobierno a implementar, sin
demora, el Plan Nacional de Lucha contra la Trata priorizando la identificacién de nifios en
riesgo en campamentos y zonas de conflicto. Solicitamos al Gobierno que garantice la
realizacion de investigaciones exhaustivas y el desarrollo de procesos penales sélidos, que
todos los responsables sean enjuiciados, y que se impongan sanciones suficientemente
efectivas y disuasorias. Asimismo, alentamos al Gobierno a que reciba asistencia técnica de la
OIT en esta materia y que continue proporcionando informacion detallada sobre el nUmero de
investigaciones llevadas a cabo, los enjuiciamientos iniciados y las condenas dictadas.

Sobre las brechas de cumplimiento vinculadas a la insercidn social de los nifios y nifias
victimas y su acceso a la educacién alentamos al Gobierno a que haga sus mayores esfuerzos
para aumentar la matricula en las escuelas y reducir las tasas de desercion, asi como recabar
datos estadisticos sélidos que permitan su desglose por género y regidon. Los miembros
empleadores reiteramos nuestra posicion sobre que el enjuiciamiento de los responsables y
la retirada de los nifios de las peores formas de trabajo infantil constituyen medidas urgentes
e ineludibles, pero no constituyen soluciones autdnomas. Para que estas medidas tengan
efectos sostenidos, es necesario que estén acompafiadas de estrategias mas amplias dirigidas
a abordar las causas profundas y los factores de riesgo que dan lugar al trabajo infantil.
Alentamos al Gobierno a disefiar politicas de apoyo a las microempresas, pequefias y
medianas empresas en el pais para reducir la pobreza y los factores de vulnerabilidad que
afectan a las familias sirias.

Acogemos con beneplacito la solicitud de asistencia técnica del Gobierno e instamos a la
Oficina a priorizar el fortalecimiento institucional, la capacitacién en gobernanza, y el apoyo en
el disefio de estrategias de promocién de las pequefias y medianas empresas, y de la
formacion profesional orientadas a reducir la vulnerabilidad socioecondmica de las familias en
el pais y alejar a los jovenes de las peores formas de trabajo infantil. Los miembros
empleadores esperan que el compromiso del Gobierno esta a la altura de la tarea y lo
alentamos a robustecer y coordinar los esfuerzos del sector publico con los actores sociales
para erradicar este flagelo y garantizar la proteccion de las infancias de todas las formas de
trabajo infantil.

Presidenta - Voy a dar ahora la palabra a la Sra. Alejandra Ortega Fuentes, portavoz del
Grupo de los Trabajadores, para que realice su declaracion final.
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Miembros trabajadores - Agradecemos al representante del Gobierno la informacion
que pudo proporcionarnos durante este debate. También agradecemos al resto de
intervinientes por sus contribuciones. Como hemos escuchado, a pesar de un contexto
extremadamente dificil, el Gobierno sirio ha reanudado, recientemente, un didlogo mas
constructivo con los 6rganos de supervisién de la OIT. Este compromiso es una sefial positiva.

Ahora, debe traducirse en medidas concretas verificables y sostenibles para garantizar la
implementacion efectiva del Convenio. Para lograrlo el Gobierno debe tomar todas las
medidas inmediatas y efectivas necesarias para garantizar la desmovilizacion total e inmediata
de todos los nifios y poner fin al reclutamiento forzoso u obligatorio de menores de 18 afios
en las fuerzas armadas y grupos armados. Para ello, puede ser de utilidad recordar todo lo
que conmemoramos con el Dia Mundial contra el Trabajo Infantil y remitirnos en este
momento y, asi se lo sugerimos al Gobierno sirio, al Marco Global de Accion de Marrakech
adoptado durante la Sexta Conferencia Mundial de la OIT sobre la Eliminacion del Trabajo
Infantil celebrada el pasado mes de febrero de 2026, en Marruecos. Se trata de un marco de
accion que insta a priorizar la eliminacion del trabajo infantil recordando la meta 8.7 de la
Agenda 2030 para el Desarrollo Sostenible que consiste en poner fin al trabajo infantil en todas
sus formas. Como dice la campania internacional promovida por la OIT, saquemos tarjeta roja
al trabajo infantil, movilicemos a personas de todo el mundo para luchar contra el trabajo
infantil y exigir medidas concretas en un compromiso compartido. Debemos asi reforzar
también en Siria, el lamamiento a medidas eficaces, proteccidn social y educacién de calidad.

Tomamos nota de los desarrollos legislativos, que ya se han producido, incluyendo la Ley
num. 21 de 2021 sobre los Derechos del Nifio y el articulo 488 del Codigo Penal que prohiben
el reclutamiento y el uso de menores en conflictos armados, pero un marco legal, por
importante que sea, tendra que traducirse en una aplicacion efectiva en la practica. En este
sentido, el Gobierno debe garantizar que todos los que reclutan o utilizan a menores de
18 afios en conflictos armados sean investigados y procesados exhaustivamente y que se
impongan sanciones suficientemente efectivas y disuasorias en la practica.

También es importante que se proporcione informacion precisa sobre el nimero de
investigaciones realizadas, los procesos judiciales iniciados, las condenas dictadas y las
sanciones aplicadas. Para ello, los mecanismos para la identificacién, proteccion, y derivacidon
de los nifios afectados por conflictos, asi como la capacidad de las autoridades para
implementar la legislacion deberan fortalecerse eficazmente.

También sera esencial que el Gobierno proporcione informacion regular y detallada sobre
el progreso, para que los compromisos anunciados puedan evaluarse en funcién de resultados
concretos. Sefialamos la existencia de un Plan de Accién Nacional (2022) para abordar la
situacion de los nifios victimas del reclutamiento militar. El Plan debe implementarse
plenamente de manera coordinada y con resultados medibles, para evitar el reclutamiento,
retirar a los nifios de estas situaciones, y garantizar su rehabilitacion e integracion social. Como
hemos visto el acceso a la educacion basica gratuita sigue siendo uno de los medios mas
eficaces para prevenir las peores formas de trabajo infantil. A pesar de los esfuerzos
reportados por el Gobierno y con el apoyo de socios internacionales, es esencial que continle
e intensifique las medidas necesarias para mejorar el acceso a la educacién basica gratuita
para todos los nifios y nifias. Esto es especialmente cierto para nifios y nifias en zonas rurales
y nifilos que viven en zonas afectadas por conflictos, donde las hostilidades los dafios en las
escuelas y la inseguridad siguen dificultando gravemente la matricula escolar.

En este sentido, el Gobierno deberia proporcionar informaciéon precisa sobre los
resultados obtenidos, especialmente en lo relativo a la matricula, la asistencia escolar, y las
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tasas de abandono escolar en los niveles de primaria y secundaria inferior, para medir el
impacto real de las medidas anunciadas. Estas medidas son esenciales para aumentar la
matricula y la asistencia escolar, reducir el abandono escolar, y prevenir la exposicidon de los
nifios a las peores formas de trabajo infantil. incluso en contextos de conflicto y
desplazamiento.

Mas alla de la prevencién el Gobierno debe seguir tomando medidas eficaces y oportunas
para retirar a los nifios de conflictos armados y garantizar su rehabilitacién e integracién social,
incluyendo apoyo psicosocial, mecanismos de gestidn de casos, y programas adecuados de
reintegracion. El gran nimero de nifios privados de su libertad, debido a su supuesta
asociacion con grupos armados, asi como la situacion de los nifios en campos como el de Hall
o Roth hacen necesario recordar firmemente que estos nifios deben ser tratados, ante todo
como victimas y no como criminales.

Por ello, instamos al Gobierno a proporcionar informaciéon sobre las medidas adoptadas
para protegerlos, facilitar su liberacion, cuando sea posible, conforme al derecho
internacional, y garantizar condiciones que sean coherentes con sus mejores intereses y su
futura reintegracién. Cualquier informacién sobre las medidas tomadas al respecto, asi como
sobre el numero de nifios, que realmente se han beneficiado de la rehabilitacion y la
integracion social, se transmitira a la Comision de Expertos de manera util.

También estamos profundamente preocupados por la magnitud de la trata de menores
en Siria incluyendo para explotacion sexual y laboral. El Gobierno deberia tomar las medidas
necesarias para prevenir la venta y la trata de menores de 18 afios y proteger eficazmente a
las victimas. En este sentido, es importante que el Gobierno proporcione informacién sobre
las medidas tomadas, incluso en el contexto del Plan Nacional contra la Trata, y que garantice
que los autores sean investigados y procesados exhaustivamente con sanciones que sean
suficientemente efectivas y disuasivas en la practica.

Para implementar todas estas recomendaciones hacemos un llamamiento al Gobierno
para que continle su cooperacion con la OIT y busque asistencia técnica en la OIT para
fortalecer la aplicacion efectiva del Convenio en la ley y en la practica.

Presidenta - Damos por concluida la discusion de este caso. Agradezco la participacion
del representante gubernamental de la Republica Arabe Siria y de todos los oradores que han
tomado la palabra el dia de hoy.

Las conclusiones seran adoptadas por la Comisién en la mafiana del jueves 11 de junio.
Y ahora vamos a tener un breve receso de 2 minutos para el cambio de oradores.

Se interrumpe la sesién a las 16.15 horas.

The sitting was suspended at 4.15 p.m.

La séance est suspendue a 16 h 15.



