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I. Extent of informality
1

Source: ILO Modelled Estimates: SDG 8.3.1, employment by status in employment,  employment by economic activity. 

2 3Distribution of total employment by economic sector | Global
Composition of total employment by employment status | 

Global

Note: All estimates of informal employment follow the ILO harmonized definition and ILO estimates may differ from national estimates. For more details, see: Women and men in the informal economy: A 
statistical picture (Third edition). The terms 'informal (or formal) employment' refer to person's infomal (or formal) main job.

Overview of the informal economy in the
World

Persons and jobs/ work activities (15+)
Jobs: Informal employment (13e ICLS)

Percentage of informal employment in relation to total employment, by sex (%) | Global and income groups
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Global overview (2019)
Source: ILO 2023. Women and men in the informal economy: A statistical update (and associated database)
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7 8Distribution of persons in informal and formal employment by 
sex and status in employment (%) | Global

Distribution of persons in informal and formal employment by 
age group and sex (%) | Global

II. Composition of informality
Distribution of persons in informal employment by informal sector, formal sector, household own-use community sector and status in 
employment by sex (%) | Global and income groups

Note: IE= Informal Employment; IS = Informal Sector; EI = formal Employment; FS = Formal Sector

I. Extent of informality
Percentage of informal employment in relation to total 
employment, by sex (%) | Global and income groups

Percentage of informal enterprises in relation to total enterises, 
by sex of the owner (%) | Global and income groups

46
.0

10
.9

42
.2

65
.7

53
.6

41
.3

8.
9

40
.2

61
.0

54
.4

49
.2

12
.5

43
.8

67
.8

53
.2

7.6

4.4

6.2

10.9

5.6

7.4

5.4

6.2

11.2

3.8
7.7

3.6

6.1

10.8

7.14.6

0.6

1.3

5.0
29.8

6.5

1.0

2.2

9.2 33.9

3.3

0.2

0.7

3.1
26.4

58
.2

15
.9

49
.7

81
.6 89

.0

55

15

49

81

92

60

16

51

82

87

0

20

40

60

80

100

To
ta

l

H
ig

h-
in

co
m

e

Up
pe

r-
m

id
dl

e

Lo
w

er
-m

id
dl

e

Lo
w

-in
co

m
e

To
ta

l

H
ig

h-
in

co
m

e

Up
pe

r-
m

id
dl

e

Lo
w

er
-m

id
dl

e

Lo
w

-in
co

m
e

To
ta

l

H
ig

h-
in

co
m

e

Up
pe

r-
m

id
dl

e

Lo
w

er
-m

id
dl

e

Lo
w

-in
co

m
e

World Women Men

%
 in

fo
rm

al
 e

m
pl

oy
m

en
t

In households

In the formal
sector

In the informal
sector

Total informal
employment

20.8

26.7

21.1

47.0

35.6

46.4

12.1

3.4

11.7

10.3

28.4

11.3

1.
6

2.
1

1.
7

1.
9

2.
4

1.
9

4.
0

0.
9

3.
9

2.
2

0.
1

2.
1

Low- and
middle-
income

countries

High-
income

countries

World

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Distribution of informal employment

Employees — IE | IS

Independent workers — IE | IS

Contributing family — IE | IS

Employees — IE | FS

Contributing family — IE | FS

Employees — IE | Househols

Independents — IE | Households

Contributing family — EI | Households

-- in the informal 
sector

-- in the formal 
sector

-- in households

83
.9

93
.6

84
.6

90
.3

76
.1

52
.0

84
.1

92
.1

85
.2

90
.9

75
.2

49
.6

83
.4

95
.5

83
.2

88
.4

77
.6

56
.5

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

World Low-
income

Middle-
income

Lower-
middle

Upper-
middle

High
income

%
 in

fo
rm

al
 e

nt
er

pr
is

es

All enterprises Men-led enterprises Women-led enterprises

35.5

67.8

64.1

79.5

77.5

65.4

56.3

62.8

57.3

64.5

32.2

35.9

20.5

22.5

34.6

43.7

37.2

42.7

Informal

Informal

Formal

Informal

Formal

Informal

Formal

Informal

Formal

CF
W

O
w

n-
ac

co
un

t
w

or
ke

rs
Em

pl
oy

er
s

Em
pl

oy
ee

s
To

ta
l

% Distribution of people with formal and informal main job

Men Women

15.4

7.9

12.2

15.7

7.3

12.6

15.6

7.5

12.4

12.3

13.4

12.8

12.8

11.9

12.5

12.6

12.5

12.6

11.9

13.7

12.6

11.9

13.1

12.3

11.9

13.3

12.4

25.8

29.2

27.2

23.2

27.9

24.9

24.1

28.4

25.8

20.0

23.7

21.6

19.5

24.3

21.3

19.8

24.1

21.5

10.3

10.3

10.3

11.8

13.0

12.3

11.3

12.0

11.6

4.
3

2.
0

3.
3

5.
1

2.
5

4.
1

4.
8

2.
3

3.
8

Informal employment

Formal employment

Total

Informal employment

Formal employment

Total

Informal employment

Formal employment

Total

W
om

en
M

en
To

ta
l

% Distribution of people with formal and informal employment

Between 15 and 24 Between 25 and 29 Between 30 and 34
Between 35 and 44 Between 45 and 54 Between 55 and 64



WORLD
II. Composition of informality
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Distribution of persons with an informal or formal main job by status in employment (%) | World and income groups

Distribution of persons in informal or formal employment by status in employment and sex (%) | World and income groups

Distribution of informal and formal employment by highest level 
of education and sex (%) | Global and income groups

Distribution of informal and formal employment by area of 
residence and sex (%) | Global and income groups
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II. Composition of informality
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Distribution of persons in informal or formal employment by economic activity and sex (%) | Global and income groups

III. Exposure to informality
Percentage of persons in informal employment by age group | 
Global and income groups

Percentage of persons in informal employment by level of 
education | Global and income groups

Distribution of persons in informal and formal employment by 
size of economic units  | Global and income groups

Distribution of persons in informal and formal employment by 
place of work, (%)  | Global and income groups
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III. Exposure to informality
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Percentage of persons in informal employment by status in employment and type of production unit | Global and income groups

Percentage of persons in informal employment by area of residence | Global and income groups

Percentage of persons in informal employment by economic 
activity and sex | Global and income groups

Percentage of persons in informal employment by occupation 
and sex | Global and income groups
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III. Exposure to informality
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IV. Working conditions
Ratio of monthly average labour earnings  and of weekly hours between employees in informal and in formal employment by sex  | 
Global and income groups [focus on employees]
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and non-permanent/full time employment)  | World and income groups [focus on employees]
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WORLD
IV. Working conditions
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WORLD
V. Contextual vulnerabilities

Source: National datasets, 2019
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WORLD
VI. Focus on specific groups
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Source: ILO 2021. Working from home: From invisibility to decent work

VI. Focus on specific groups

Extent of informal employment among domestic workers 
compared to other employees by sex | Global and regions

Domestic workers: composition of informal and formal 
employment by sex (%) | Africa and subregions

Source: ILO 2021. Making decent work a reality for domestic workers: Progress and prospects ten years after the adoption of the Domestic Workers Convention, 2011 (No. 189)

Extent of informal employment among home-based workers 
compared to other employees by sex | Africa
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