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  Announcement of the Supreme People’s Court 

  The Several Provisions of the Supreme People’s Court on the Judicial 
Confirmation Procedure for the People’s Mediation Agreements, which were 
adopted at the 1515th meeting of the Judicial Committee of the Supreme People’s 
Court on March 21, 2011, are hereby promulgated, and shall come into force on 
March 30, 2011. 

  March 23, 2011 

  Several Provisions of the Supreme People’s Court on the Judicial Confirmation 
Procedure for the People’s Mediation Agreements 

  (Adopted at the 1515th meeting of the Judicial Committee of the Supreme 
People’s Court on March 21, 2011, Interpretation No.5 [2011] of the Supreme 
People’s Court) 

  To regulate the judicial conformation procedure for the people’s mediation 
agreements reached upon mediation by the people’s mediation committees and 
further establish and improve a conflict and dispute resolution mechanism which 
links litigious and non-litigious ways, these Provisions are formulated pursuant to 
the Civil Procedure Law of the People’s Republic of China and the People’s 
Mediation Law of the People’s Republic of China and in light of the actualities of the 
judicial work. 

  Article 1 Where the parties concerned jointly apply to a people’s court for 
confirming their mediation agreement under Article 33 of the People’s Mediation 
Law of the People’s Republic of China, the people’s court shall accept it. 

  Article 2 Where a party concerned applies for confirming a mediation 
agreement, the case shall be under the jurisdiction of the grassroots people’s court 
at the locality of the people’s mediation committee concerned, or any tribunal 
dispatched by it.  

  Where a party concerned applies for confirming a mediation agreement 
reached upon mediation by a people’s mediation committee assigned by a people’s 
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court before placing the case on file, the case shall be under the jurisdiction of the 
said people’s court. 

  Article 3 To apply for confirming a mediation agreement, the party concerned 
shall submit a judicial confirmation application form, the mediation agreement, 
identity certificates, eligibility certificates, property right certificates involved in the 
mediation agreement and other relevant evidentiary materials, as well as the 
address for service, telephone number and other contact information of both 
parties. If the application is made by proxy, a power of attorney affixed with the 
client’s signature or seal must be submitted to the people’s court.  

  Article 4 A people’s court shall decide whether to accept a judicial confirmation 
application within 3 days after receiving it. If it decides to accept it, it shall grant a 
case number in the “mediation confirmation category” and serve the notice of 
acceptance upon the parties concerned without delay. Where both parties apply for 
judicial confirmation at the court, the people’s court may accept it and make a 
decision of confirmation or non-confirmation on the spot. 

  A people’s court shall not accept a judicial confirmation application if: 

  1. it is not within the scope of civil cases of the people’s courts or it is not under 
the jurisdiction of the people’s court to which the application is made;  

  2. it’s about the confirmation of identity; 

  3. it’s about the confirmation of an adoptive relationship; or 

  4. it’s about the confirmation of a marital relationship. 

  Article 5 A people’s court shall, within 15 days after accepting a judicial 
confirmation application, make a decision of confirmation or non-confirmation. 
Where it needs to extend the time limit under special circumstances, the time can 
be extended by 10 days upon the approval of the president of the court.  

  Where one party concerned, or both parties, withdraws the judicial confirmation 
application before the people’s court makes a decision, the people’s court shall 
approve the withdrawal. 

  Article 6 After accepting a judicial confirmation application, a people’s court 
shall designate a judge to examine the mediation agreement. If necessary, the 
people’s court may ask both parties to be present at the scene at the same time 
and inquire of them face to face. The parties concerned shall truthfully state 
information about the mediation agreement and undertake for the authenticity and 
legality of the evidentiary materials submitted by them. If it holds that the 
statements or evidentiary materials provided by the parties concerned are 
insufficient, incomplete or doubtful in the process of examination, the people’s court 



may ask them to supplement their statements or evidentiary materials. If the parties 
concerned fail to supplement the required materials or refuse to answer questions 
without justifiable causes, the judicial confirmation application shall be deemed 
withdrawn. 

  Article 7 If the mediation agreement is under any of the following 
circumstances, a people’s court shall not confirm its force: 

  1. Violating the mandatory provisions of any law or administrative regulation;  

  2. Infringing upon the national interests or public interests;  

  3. Infringing upon the legitimate rights and interests of any non-party;  

  4. Impairing the public order or good custom;  

  5. Having unclear contents; or 

  6. Other circumstances under which the agreement shall not be confirmed. 

  Article 8 A people’s court shall make a confirmation decision if it decides that a 
mediation agreement meets the prescribed conditions upon examination; if it 
decides not to confirm the force of the mediation agreement, it shall make a 
decision on non-confirmation. 

  Article 9 Where a party concerned refuses to perform or fails to fully perform a 
mediation agreement confirmed by the decision of a people’s court, the other party 
may apply to the people’s court which made the confirmation decision for 
enforcement. 

  Article 10 Where a non-party holds that a mediation agreement confirmed by a 
people’s court infringes upon his/her legitimate rights and interests, he/she may, 
within one year after he/she is or should be aware of the infringement, apply to the 
people’s court which made the confirmation decision for canceling it. 

  Article 11 The people’s court shall not charge fees for handling cases about the 
judicial confirmation of the people’s mediation agreements. 

  Article 12 A people’s court may regularly or irregularly report the cases of 
mediation agreements not confirmed by it to the judicial administrative organ at the 
same level and the people’s mediation committee concerned. 

  Article 13 Where the parties concerned apply for the judicial confirmation of a 
mediation agreement reached upon mediation by mediators in the mediators’ roster 
of a people’s court, these Provisions shall analogically apply. The judicial 
confirmation of an agreement reached upon mediation by an individual or entity 



authorized by a people’s court after the case has been placed on file shall be 
governed by the Provisions of the Supreme People’s Court on Several Issues 
Concerning the Civil Mediation Work of the People’s Courts (Interpretation No.12 
[2004] of the Supreme People’s Court). 
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